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TO THE READER. 


The Relations already publiihed of the 
late Military Tranfadions in India, compiled 
chiefly from Gazzt ties, are too partial to give an 
adequate idea of the Ikill and exertions of our 
opponents,’ and too general to record the merit 
and the fate of individuals in our own fleets 
and armies. It is the objed of thefe Memoirs, 
at the fame time that they illuftrate the connec- 
tion of Military Affairs with politics, the na- 
ture and the relations of different adions to one 
another, and their influence on the general refult 
of the war, to defcribc not only our own, but 
the vateur and addrefs of our enemies, and to 
particularife the merits and the hardfhips of our 
countrymen and others in our fervice : for the 
promotion of their intereft, if they have furvived . 
their fufferings j for perpetuating their names, 
if they have not ; and, in both cafes, for the 
fatisfadion or confolation of their anxious rela- 
tions and friends. 
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Nor is it to thefe only that the fate of men 
diftinguiflied by merit, or fuffering, or both, 
will be interefting. All mankind naturally enter, 
by fymphathy, into the fituation of one another; 
but particularly into that of the generous, the 
brave, and the unfortunate. The particulars 
relating to our officers and foldiers, who fell at 
different times into the hands of Hydcr-Ally- 
Khan, and Tippoo- Sultan- Bahauder, communi- 
cated by certain of thofe fufferers, and for tJie 
moft part by one gentleman, who perfevered in 
the midft of the utmoft danger, in keeping a 
journal of what paffed from day to day in the 
principal prifon of Seringapatam, impreis tlie 
mind with all the force of a deep tragedy : — A 
tragedy continued by too perfedt an unity of 
time and place, and of fuffering, if not of aBicn, 
for the fpace of near four years ; while death, ac- 
cording to the image of our great claffical poet, 
“ fliook his dart over their heads, but delayed to 
llrike.” — It is Hoped that no reader of* huma- 
liity will be offended at the mention of many 
fafts and circumilances, at firft fight, of no 
COnfideration. Though trivial in themfelves, 
|:hey derive an inrt reft from their relation to perr 
fons in whom we are concerned, and to whom 
they were not indifferent. 


The 
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The Narrative of whar happened to our men 
tinder confinement with the Barbarians, is not 
only affedting', but in fome meafure iriftruc- 
tivc. As natural convulfions dilcover tiie hid- 
den flrata of the earth and ocean, fo violent 
moral fituations tear u^ and difplay tlie paflions 
and powers of the human foul. The fenfibility 
of our captive countrymen ajad frien-ds was 
powerfully excited, and the energy of their’ 
minds called forth in moil: ingenious contri- 
vances to beguile the languor of total inoccu- 
pation, to fupply conveniencies and comforts, 
and, on fome occafions, to elude a fiukLn inaf- 
facre. The ftrength of their fympatliy with 
pne another ; the relief they found, under 
ftrong agitation, in pouring forth, or in adopt- 
ing ftrains of affeiling though unpoliihcd poe- 
try; the longing of circumcifed F.uropeans and 
flave-boys, though in the enjoyment of uncon- 
llrained exercife and air and all the neceffaries 
pf life,' to join their countryman in irojis vind ex- 
pofed to aiTafiination and poifon ; that fudden 
impatience under confinement, and vehement 
tieftre of liberty which feized on the minds of ail 
the prifoners on the certain and near profp -(ft of 
a releafe ; tliie excitement of their joy incapable 
of compofure, and carried to prdnful excefs}; their 
burfls of gratitude to -the man to whofe exer- 
tions they owed their dtlivcrancc from confine- 


ment. 
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ment, and their chief coniblation under itj their 
anxiety to make fome pecuniary rccompenfe to 
fuch of the poor natives as had treated them 
with kindnefs, &c. Thefe are no unintereft- 
ing fubjtfts of obfervation, nor lefs pleafing 
that they exhibit human nature in an aitiiahle 
light. 

In the-fH'ifons on the coafl: of Malabar, par-» 
ticularly that of Scringapatam, we fee the con-, 
dition of human nature, as it were, inverted, 
Man, with unbounded liberty, and the world 
for materials, becomes actjuftinted with the qua- 
lities and relations of things, and advances iii 
rite arts by flow degrees. Our countrymen, 
immured in a narrow prifon, with a very limited 
command of inftrumentaiity and matter, fup-f 
plied the deficiency of thefe by knowledge and 
invention, — But that which to the contempla- 
tive reader of the narrative will perhaps feem, 
amidft a variety of incidents and fituations, 
the moft wortliy of attention, is, the impreffion 
that was made on the minds of the prilbners, 
after fo long a confinement in the gloomy jail, 
by external objefts, and the fair face of nature* 

The V/ritcr of the Memoirs has drawn Eis 
materials either from the moft authentic written 

memorials. 
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memorials, or from men of ftrift honour, who 
were fpedtators of the tranfaftions, or adtors in 
the feenes deferibed. after every endeavour 
to inveftigate, and with the fincereft defire to 
ftate the truth, any error lhall have been in- 
ferred prejudicial to any man, neither means nor 
inclination is wanting to make due reparation.— ' 
All reprefentations on this head, left for die 
Writer of the Memoirs at the Publilher's, 
fliall meet with proper attention. — For though 
neither the compiler of thefe memorandums, nor 
the gendemen who have furnilhed them, have 
prefixed their names, it is not their wifti to Ihuit 
reafonable inquiry and explanadon. 




k E M O I R S 


OF THE 

f. A T E WAR IN ASIA. 


TT' H-E difliculties under which Great 
Britain laboured at the commencement of 
1780 in the well, begun by the excrcife of 
power over a kindred nation, continued by 
intefline divifion, and prolonged by the in- 
capacity of Commanders in Chief, exciting 
at once the hopes and the revenge of her 
enemies. in the caff, united the difeordant 
Marratta Hates, Hyder-Ally-Cawn, the 
Soubah of the Deccan, the Rajah of Berar, 
and almoft all the leffer pov/ers of Ilindo- 
ftan, in a confederacy againft the Ivnglifli. 
This formidable aflbeiation, which WeS en- 
couraged by emilTarics from France, and 
confirmed by militaiy fuccours from the 
VoL. I. A French 
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French iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon, 
was a fource of great danger and alarm to 
our government in Alia, as well as of fuf- 
fcx^ing to individual Britifli fubjedls ; for 
hence the devaftation of the Carnatic, the 
excilion or capture three armies, and the 
iniprifonment, torture, and ailaffination of 
more of our officers and foldicrs than had 
ever before fallen into the hands of our caft- 
ern enemies. But the genius of one man, 
contending againff fluctuating counfels at 
home, and the oppofition and errors of his 
colleagues in office abroad, rcllored peace 
and profperity to the Britifli fettlements in 
India, and liberty to the numerous captives 
difperfed in different jails on the coaft of 
Malabar, in conftant apprehenfion of thofe 
murderous attacks that had been mode from 
time to time, by regular and fixed gradations, 
on tlieir unfortunate fellow-prifoners and 
countrymen. 

The territories of the Marrattas, if we 
except that which was lately ufurped by 
Hyder-Ally-Cawn, extend from Travan- 
core, near Cape Comorin, at the fouthern 

extremity of the peninfula of Hindoftan, to 

the 
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the river Paddar, which difcharges itfelf in 
the Gulph of Scindy, and which divides 
Guzzarat from the dominions of Perfia.— ■ 
On the eaft, they are bounded by the Car- 
natic, the Company’s northern Circars, and 
the dominions of the Nizam-ul-Muluck, 
the Soubah of the Deccan-Bazalet Jung : 
but the province of Catac ftretches hi a 
winding courfe to die Bay of Bengal. 

The Marratta Ifates in the Dcccan arc 
the only people of Hindcfl.in who were 
never eftecSually fubaued, and who never 
unanimoufly acknowledged themfelvcs fiefs 
to the throne of Delhi. The great Au- 
rengzebe himfelf, unable to conquer the 
Marrattas, found it prudent, for the fake of 
peace, to yield to them the fovereignty of the 
Deccan. They even carried the terror of 
riicir arms into the heart of Delhi, whence 
they carried off vaff treafures ; and they con- 
tinued their depredations, firft in the coun- 
try around that feat of empire, and then in 
the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa ; 
until, in confideration of the cefijon of Ca- 
tac, and an annual tribute of twelve lacks 
of- rupees, they concluded a treaty of peace 

with 
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xvith Alvcrdi Cawn, who had ufurped the 
foubahfhip of Bengal, in 1750. 

Their natural faftneffes and inacceflible 
mountains, which confpired with their na- 
tive bravery to preferve the Marra^as from 
the Mogul yoke, account for their preda- 
tory habits, their negleS of agriculture, and 
invincible love of arms. Among this race 
of warriors that generous liofpitality, both 
towards ftranjxers and each other, which in 
former time fo eminently charafterized the 
manners of the eaft, is dill obferved with 
facred, and even fuperftitious exadlncfs. 

The Marrattas, like the other nations 
of Hindoftan, were originally governed 
by princes diftinguiflied by the title of 
Rajah *, whole throne was eftabliflied 

# 

. *** The nominal Prince of the Marrattas. from the laHKing? 
who actually reigned, Sahooo or Sou, and Ram, is iu 
popuIaiTanguage fometimes called among that nation Sou, 
and fometimes Ram-rajah. There were among the 
Hindoos* othet titles of fovereignty; as Rnnah, Rajah. 
Subordinate charadterr were knovVn by the names of 
Pailhwa, Surdar, Zemindar, Polygar, &c. — The titles of 
Vizier, Soubah, Nizam, Nabob, Omrali, weremtra- 
4ttced by Mahomedan^. 

dt 
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at Setterrah. United under this head, they 
were always powerful and invincible ; but, 
in procefs of time, each fubordinatc chief 
alTuming the prerogatives of an independent 
prince, Ihd one link of that chain which 
united them being broken, tliey were fepa- 
rated into a number ^f petty dates j yet they 
dill continued to yield a kind of tacit alle- 
giance to the Ram-rajah, who had a power 
of adembling the chiefs, and ordering out 
their troop§ as often as any public caufe re- 
quired^ their fervice. 

The Marrafta revenues were originally 
very great. Before the ufurpations of 
Ilyder Ally Cawn, in the ]|iiigdom of 
Myfore and around it they amounted to 
about feventeen millions of Britidi pounds. 

It is computed, that their annual revenue 
is equal dill to twelve millions. 

Their military edabliflinient, which is 
compofed of cavalry, is yet about three 
hundred thoufand : but thefe are not to be 
confidered as regulars, or permanent troops, 
hut as an edabli/licd militia. In judging 
A3 of 
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of the Marratta force, we are alfo to ob-* 
ferve, that it is an invariable cuftom among 
the troops, when an expedition is conclud- 
ed, to retire with what plunder tjiey may 
have feized to their refpedive abo*s, leav- 
ing with the chiefs only what may be cal- 
led their body-guards.* 

The Sou, or Ram-rajah, exifts now but 
in name. The adtual adminiftration of 
government, as well as the favercign au- 
thority, is poiTelled by a family of th^ Bra- 
piin call:, under the title of Paifliwa, or 
Chancellor; and, in cafe of infancy, the 
Rate is governed by a Regent, who is ge- 
nerally thU neareft of blood. Nana-rowr 
feized at the fame inllant the reins of go- 
verment and the perfon of the Ram-rajah, 
whom he confined in a, fortrefs near the 
metropolis, Setterah This ufurper dying, 
left behind him two fons, Mada-row and 
■ • Narain-row j the firfi: of whom, being the 
eldeft, fucceeded him in the aflumed office 
of Paiffiwa. lonogce-Booila, or Bouncello, 
the father or immediate predecefibr of Moo- 
dage-Boofla, Rajah of Berar, was one of 

the 
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the pretenders to the throne of Setterah, as 
neareft of kin to the confined Ram-rajah j 
at the fame time Roganaut-row, called 
alfo Ragobah, was a preiendcr to the office 
of pritTijl minifler, even di'rliig the life-time 
of his nephew ; for which Mada-row kept 
him under confinement. 

But the Paifliwa feeling in himfelf the 
iymptoms of decay, and forfecing his ap- 
proaching^ difibluticn, was moved with 
Jfi'aternal tendernefs towards Narain-row, 
his young brother and lineal fuccefibr; 
whofe youth and inexperience expofed him 
to the machinations of his crafty and in- 
triguing uncle, though in 

r % «r. # ->'11^ 

Had Mada-row, or^, this occafion, ob- 
ferved the cruel policy of the eaft, he might 
by a hint or a nod have removed the caufe 
of all his fears concerning his brother j 
but he was a man of a humane difpofition,. 
and his mind was purified from ail ideas of 
poifon or affafllnation by the near approach 
of death. Divided between humanity to- 
wards his uncle, and afFe<2:ion for his brd- 
A 4 ther. 
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ther, he embraced the generous refolution of 
effedting a reconciliation between the objedls 
of his tendernefs and that of his compaf- 
lion. He caufed Roganaut-row to be releaf- 
ed ; and, having made fuch arraij|^ement§ 
as he thought the mod: likely to remove all 
uneafinefs or diffatisfadlion from the minds 
of both parties, he placed the hands of the 
youth into thofe of his uncle, and, Ihed- 
ding tears of joy, tenderly embraced them: 
“ I intruft,” faid he, “ the young man to 
your care; I recommend him to your 
** protedlion. Give him your advice in 
“ the adminifteration of government; guard 
“ him from the lharcs and |)lots of his 
** enemies. He never advifed your con- 
fine^ei^j|j|ii hfi.iftat always an advocate 
for your enlargement : let all remem- 
** brance of former grievances, on either 
“ fide, die with me.” The young man, 
it is faid, and even Roganaut-fow, on this 
occafion, diflblved in tears. 

Mada-row died in November 1772 ; and 
Narain-row in the September following, 
when he was in the twenty-third year of 

his 
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his age. The caufe and circumftances of 
this young man’s death, were thefe : Gor 
pincabow, the mother of Madah and Nar 
rain-row, had difgufted her eldefl fon by a 
diffolute- and vicious life i in confcquencc of 
which, flie withdrew to Benaras, in the 
dominion of Oude, thenhoftile to the Mar- 
ratta government, and at a va/l diilance 
from Poonah. Juft before his death, Ma- 
dah- row expreffed adefire to fee her, which 
ftie refufed with contempt; tlicrcrore, dread- 
ing her influence over the unformed mind 
of his brother Narain-row, he earneftly 
cautioned him to beware of her artful 
councils. SUme circumftances having ap- 
peared in the coududl of Roganaut-row, 
creating fufpicions of a forH dd(|[]ft flponi his 
nephew, the rumour thereof reached Be- 
naras, whence Gopincabow wrote to her 
fon, cautioning him againft the arts of his 
uncle, and even recommending to con- 
fine him again, as his brother Madah-row . . 
had found it necclTary to do for his ov/n fe- 
curity, if he ftiould not chufe to anticipate 
his deflgns by an obvious ftroke ftill more 
decifive. This letter in its way fell into the 

hands 
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hands of Roganaut-row’s adopted fon/ then 
under the care of Mcodajee Boolla, in Berar, 
which he conveyed to his father in Poonah, 
Roganaut-row inftantly determined to fecure 
his own freedom and life, together with 
the admin iflration of the government, 
without a competitor, by one blow; as 
neither of the brothers had children, nor 
was it then known that the wife of Narain- 
low was pregnant. Two Sohbadars of the 
Durbar guard he made choice of for the 
accompliihment of his purpofe. Simmer- 
fing and Mahomet IflbufF were confulted ; 
who, after fomc conlideration, engaged, 
for two lacks of rupees, arfft two ftrong 
forts for tlieir future proteilion, to perform 
th^horridHled.^ An occafion offered to at- 
tach a third to their plot. Tulajee, a fa- 
vourite fervant, had been raifed by Narain- 
row to the command of a troop of horfe 
near his own perfon. Thai young man 
■ • having committed an ad of violence on a 
Soubadar of rtyik and condition, upon 
complaint thereof, Narain found it necef- 
fary to degrade and confine the favourite : 
howevpr, upon application, he was not 

only 
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ibnly releafed, but reftored to rank and fa- 
vour i but the difgrace funk into his fpirit, 
and he fecretly menaced revenge. The 
confpirators alTociated him in their defign; 
and fixed the day, place, and manner of 
carrying it into execution. On the i8th 
of Auguft 1773, after the Paifhwa had 
withdrawn to his retirement as ufual in the 
evening, he was alarnaed by an uproar and 
information that a body of armed men were 
forcing thernfelves into the apartments. He 
inflaQtly fufpedicd that his uncle meditated 
his .death j and he flew into the apartment 
and arms of Roganaut-row, imploring him 
to take the government and fparc his life, 
Ragobah was moved with great compaflionj 
and he fpoke to the Sodbad'^fs: but the 
matter had gone too far to be receded from 
with fecurity. TuLjee feized Narain-row’s 
legs, and a fepoy difen gaged his arms which 
embraced his 'uncle. Tulajee flruck the firfl: 
blow, which was followed by Simn.er-llng 
and Mahomet IffoufF. 

The oflice of paifliwa, which v/as not 
(Bnly a tempting objedt of ambition, but 

which. 
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which, to the unfortunate Ragobah feeihed 
neceffary to his liberty and perfonal fafety, 
he did not long enjoy. During an expedi- 
tion which carried him to a diftance from 
his capital, the council, which confided of 
Eramins, formally depofed him, charging 
him w'ith the afl'afiination of his nephew', 
and announcing the pregnancy of Narain’s 
widow, who w'as foon after delivered of a 
fon. In thefe circumdances Roganaut-row 
fled to Bombay, where, in confidcration of 

certain territorial concefiions, he obtained 

<» 

protection, and a promife of fppport in his 
pretenfions to the throne of Poonah. The 
alylum thus granted to Roganaut-row, in- 
cen/ed the Marrattas on the one handj 
while, on the other, it amufed the Englifh 
with a profpeCt, not only of a valuable 
accelTion of territor}^ but of the ufual fpoils 
which Indian revolutions prefent to the 
views of fuccef.ful European tillies. 

Plodilitics having quickly commenced, 
the marine of Bombay fudained, w'ith the 
bravery oi Britidi fcamen, the troops in the 

reduction 
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iredudlioii of the ifland of Salfette, which 
was effected not without conliderablc lofs 
to the affailants; while that of Baroach coft 
the life of General Wedderburn, one of the 
beft and bravell officers that belonged either 
to the Company’s fervice or the Britilh ar- 
my. The Company felt his lofs foon there- 
after, in the defeat of the Bombay army 
under Colonel Keating. 

Such was the Situation of the Company 
with regard to the Marratta flate, when the 
new governtnent, compofed of Mr. Raftings, 
General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, Mr. 
Bar Well, and Mr. Francis, commenced in 
O< 3 :ober 1774. The treaty with Ragobah 
having been ccncluded, whether from in- 
advertence or dclign, without the fanftion 
of the Governor-general and Council, was 
dilavowed. The newly arrived members. 
General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and 
Mr. Francis, forming a majority in the fu- 
preme council, availed themfclvcs of that 
fuperiority which the adl of parliament gave 
them, in certain cafes, over the other prefi- 
dencies, and fent an officer of rank. Colonel 

Uptonj ' 
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Upton, to negotiate with the Marratta cour^ 
a peace on almoft any terms : which was at 
length concluded and ratified, on the firfi: of 
1776. March 1776. This peace is known by the' 
title of the Poorunder Treaty, and fome- 
times by that of the Treaty of Poonah. It 
was figned, on the part of our government, 
by Colonel Upton j and, on the fide of the 
Marrattas, it was authenticated by the feal 
of the paifliwa, an infant of about two years 
old, and by the fignature of his two mini- 

fters, Saccaram-bappoo and Nana-furneze. 

% 

By this treaty, Salfette, Baroach, and 
other diftricfts in the Guzzarat provinces, 
were ceded to the Company : they were to 
be paid twelve lacks of rupees at three fixed 
terms, to defray the charges of the w'ar ; as 
a fecurity for which they got poflefiion of 
feveral pergunnahs in mortgage, and an ex- 
tent of territory of the annual .value of three 
lacks, adjoining or near to Baroach. 

On the other hand, it was ftipulated, that 
Roganaut-row fhould be provided for ac- 
cording to his rank in a private llation; that 

he 
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he fhould withdraw immediately from Bom- 
bay and that no protection or affiftancc 
fhould be given to him, or any other rubje( 3 : 
or fervant of the Marratta ftate who might 
excite any difturbance or rebellion in that , 
country. But this provifion for Ragobah 
was granted on the exprefs condition that 
he fhould refide in the heart of the Marratta 
dominions, with a guard appointed by the 
Poonah mlnifters themfelves, for his date 
and fafety. This claufc in the treaty, 
which left Ragobah wholly at the mercy of 
his enemies, having naturally alarmed his 
fears,- he fled a fecond time to the prefiden- 
cy of Bombay, and claimed the protection 
of that government for the fecurity of his 
perlbn. 

While Roganaut-row, under the protec- 1777* 
tion of the government of Bombay, foment- 
ed diilenCons in the government of Poonah, 
and, deceived in all probability himfelf, 
magnified both the numbers and the power 
of his partizans among the Marrattas, the ’ 
enemies of that unfortunate chief gave open 
countenance to agents from France and 

Auftria. 



Auftria. Formal engagements, if common 
report could be trufted, had palTed between 
a majority of the Marratta chiefs and the 
French agent St. Lubin. The objedt of 
thefe, it was evident, whatever it might be, 
muft, if attained, prove deftrudtive to the 
trade of the Englifh Company, and to the 
Britiih influence in India. Thus a foun- 
dation was laid for jealoulies on both fides. 
The Mairattas fufpedted that the Englifli 
ftill entertained tlic delign of raifing Rago- 
bah to the admin iftration of Pconah j and 
the Englilh, tliat the Poonah nTinillcrs had 
entered into an alliance with the French, 
for the purpolc ui' lubverting the Britifli 
power and authority in Afia. 

The fufpicions entertained of the mini- 
fters of Poonah were loon confirmed by 
authorities of unquellionable credit, and by 
a ferics of facts of public notoriety. The 
Chevalier St. Lubin, who had made his ap- 
pearance at Poonah, and was received with 
great honour, in the public charadter of a 
minifter from the court of France, folemn- 
ly engaged to Nana-Furnefe, the grand 

enemy 
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tnemy of Ragobah, to bring two regiments 1778. 
and an 'hundred French ofBcersi to be lahd- 
cd at Choule, a Marratta port on the coaft 
of Malabar, the pofTeffion of which would 
enable his nation to form an arfenal, and 
collq^ military ftores. The date of this 
tranfaftion was May 1777. 

The Governor-general, who had uni- 
formly been of opinion that the meafure 
now adopted was the only way by which 
the French could ever hope to regain their 
authority and influence in India, or to di- 
minifli ours, never doubted but the Preli- 
dency of Bombay, who were nearly concerned 
in its immediate operation, would take fame 
Reps in order to render it abortive. Nor 
would this have been a difficult matter.— 

The jarring members of the council at 
Poonah, pofl'effed little authority as a body, 
and for whatever confequence they enjoy- 
ed as individuah, they depended entirely 
on their own vaflals. The Prefidency of 
Bombay had long difeovered an ardour to 
revive the pretenfions of Ragobah; and the 
llighteft movements made by them in his 

B favour 
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1778/ favour would have fhaken and fubverted that 
feeble power with which they had to con- 
tend, and cftabliihed their own influence in 
the Marratta ftate on its ruins. But Mr. 
Haftings, reludant to renew hoftilities with 
the Marrattas, and anxious to unite the peace 
of India with the fafety, the profperity, and 
the honour of the Englifh Eaft-India Com- 
pany, formed a treaty for the purpofe of 
counteradling the French influence at Poo- 
nah, and remedying all the defedls of that 
concluded in 1776 by Colonel Upton ; of 
which not fo much as one Article had been 
hitherto carried into execution. 

This new treatyv/as laid before the board of 
Calcutta, with a long explanatory minute, 
on the 23d of January, 1778. Whilfl; this 
minute lay for confideratlon on the table, a 
letter was received from Bombay, dated the 
I2th of D^embcr, 1777, informing the Su- 
preme Council that a propofil had been fe- 
crctly made to th’e Governor and Council, 
through their agent at Poonah, by a party 
which had been formed a^iainfl: Nana-Fur- 
cefc, ccrXillng cf Saccaram Eappoo, who 

had 
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4»ad figned the treaty, and other confiderabk 177 5. 
flacn, ’with a powerful Raj all, Tuckajee 
Holkar, to aflift them in the defign of rein- 
Aating Ragobah in the chief adminiftratiofl 
of the Marratta ftatCj and that they had 
agreed to join in it, requiring only, as a pre- 
iiminary condition, a written application to 
the fame effedt, under the hands and ieals of 
the confederates. On the receipt of this 
letter, the Governor-general and Council 
refolved to ratify what they had done, to 
authorize them to proceed, and to fend them, 
for. the purpofe of carrying their plan into 
execution, an extraordinary fupply of ten 
lacks of rupees. It was alfo refolved, to 
affift them with a military force. 

The conliderations that moved a majority 
in the Supreme Council to form thefe refo« ' 
lutions were as follow. 

I ft. In the event of a rupture with F* ranee, 
which was daily apprehended, the connec- 
tion formed by Nana-Furnefe with St. Lu- 
bin, and the engagement which he had en- 
teredinto, to land two regiments ofEuropeaiis 
B 2 with 
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1778. with military ftores at Poonah, might, 
carried into efFe;}, be produflive of the moft 
dangerous confequences to the Company’s 
influence, and their poflefllons in India. 
This could be prevented only by the remo- 
val of the party fo clofely conneded with 
our natural enemy; and Rogonaut-row was 
the inlli ument for this purpofc. 

adly. To authorize the gentlemen of Bom- 
bay to take part with Ragobah, was a ftrid 
compliance with the orders of the Court of 
Directors, who, in a letter dated the 5th of 
February, 1777, declare that Ragobah’s pre- 
tenlions to the fuprcme authority, either in 
his own right or as guardian to the infant 
Paifliwa, appear to them better founded than 
thofe of his competitors ; and therefore, if 
the conditions of the treaty of Poonah have 
not been ftridly fulfilled on the part of the 
Marrattas, and if, from any circumftances, 
the Governor and Council fliould deem it 
expedient, they would have no objedion to 
an alliance with Ragobah, on the terms a- 
greed upon between him and the Governor 
and Council of Bombay. 


3 % 
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3dly, The reftoration of Ro^anaut-Row 177!. 
would have been attended by an acceflion 
of territory upon the Malabar coaft to the 
amount of the annual exigences of the Pre- 
hdency of Bombay; by which means no 
farther drains would have been made from 
©ur treafuiy in Bengal. 

4thly, The reftoration of Ragobah was 
not a breach of the treaty of Poonah, 
becaufe that treaty was f gaed by Saccaram- 
Bappoo and *Nana-Furneie only: now Sac- 
caram) the firft minifter in rank, with the 
principal officers of the Marratta ftate, join- 
ed Ln the propofal to the Prefidency . of 
Bombay for his retuin to Poonah. 

The plan then propofed by the oppo- 
nents of Nana-Furnefeforthe reftoration of 
Ragobah, having received the fandtibn of 
the Governor-general and Council, it was 
refolved to affift the Prefidency of Bombay 
both with money and a confiderable rein- 
forcement, in order to carry it cffedually in^ 
to execution. On the 23d of Februaiy, 

1778, orders were iflueJ for formings de- 
B 3 tachment 
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1778. tachmcnt of fix batallions of Sepoy«, one 
company of native artillery, with a regu- 
lar proportion of field artillery, which were 
afterwards joined by the firll: regiment of 
cavalry and five hundred of the Vizier’s 
Candahar horfe. The whole of thefe 
troops amounted only to fix tlioufand feven 
hundred and twenty-feven ; yet, fuch is the 
influence of climate and cuflom! this fmall 
army, though under the aufpices and direc- 
tion of Europeans, was, of neceflity, ac- 
companied by a fuit of thirty-one thoufand 
feven hundred and twenty-nine fervants and 
futtlers. This numerous body, under the 
tommand of Colonel Matthew Leflie, in the 
month of May began their march, acrofs a 
country of immenfe extent and very im- 
perfeiftly explored, abounding in faftnefles, 
interfedled by defiles and navigable rivers, 
and inhabited by numerous and hoftile na- 
tives ► 

It was now the wet feafon, and torrents 
of rain overflowed the country, deftre^ing 


the 


♦ Fifteen hundred miles. 
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the j-oads, and rendering even fmali riverS 
and brooks fometinies impalTable. On 4he 
firU: day’s march from Oalpee, the eScSt of 
the heat was fatally experienced by the 
troops and their numerous attendants: for 
either through the ignorance of their con- 
dudtors, or the obftinacy of the command- 
er, they moved out of their right courfe; gnd 
through fatigue and want of water, feveral 
pei'ibns died raving mad, and among theic, 
Captain Crawford an amiable man, and 
gallant officer. About ten fubalterns hap • 
pi ly 'recovered from dangerous illneifes.— 

Our army, notvvithflanding all their difficul- 
ties, after a flight and inefledtuaJ oppofitioi]i 
from Ballajee Pundit, the chief of die Mar- 
ratta territories dependant upon Qalpee, crof- 
fcd the Jumna die latter end of May. 

The orders given to Colonel Leflie, wlien 
he was appointed to the command of this 
force, were, to march dircdtly to Botnhay, 
by the fliorteft route he Ihould judge moffi 
pradticable, and, in all his operations, to 
obey the commands of th^ jprefident and 

(Vol. I .) B .4 Council 
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1778. Council of Bombay. The very report of 
the deftination, anfwered in fome meafure 
the end of this detachment. The parti- 
zans of Roganaut-row at the court of Poo- 
nah, animated by the fpirited meafures of 
the Governor- General and Council of Ben- 
gal, fuddenly affembling their forces, depri- 
ved Nana-Furnete of his authority, and 
appointed Moraba-Furnefe in his ftead. — 
This ealy revolution, efFeftcd without 
bloodlhed or conteft, proved, at once, the 
weaknefs of the Marratta Government, and 
. the facility with which the plan offered to 
the Prelidency of Bombay might have 
been executed, if there had been a coinci- 
dence of movements between the Britifli 
forces on the coaft of Malabar and thole 
under the command of Colonel Leflie, and 
a perfedt correfpondence of fentiments and 
inclinations between that officer and the 
gentlemen of Bombay on the one hand, and 
the Governor- General and Council on the 
other. But neither were the counfels of 
Bombay, nor the adions of Colonel Leflie, 
m unifon with thofeof Mr. Haftings, When 

the 
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Ae gentlemen of Bombay firft heard of the 1778. 
inarch of the Bengal detachment, they lent 
orders to Leflie to halt. A few days after 
this, they ordered him to psocced on his 
march, but without Ipecifying any objedt, 
or propofing any plan of operations. The 
fludtuating councils, and indillinc^ orders of 
the Prefidency of Bombay, leemed to affoid 
fome pretext for the remiffnefs of Colonel 
Leflie, who had not advanced above an, 
hundred and twenty miles from Calpec, 
when he died at Chattcrpoie, on the 3d of 
O^dber 1778, 

Chatterpore, the capital of Bundlecund, 
the country of diamonds, is fltuated near 
the weftern confines of that province. Its 
diftance from Calcutta may be computed at 
twenty days journey for a native courier. 

Here Colonel Leflie had lain near three 
months, committing, as has been faid by 
fome, not a few depredations j but, accor- 
ing to the more favourable account of o* 
thers, employing his time in fettling the 
family difputes of the Bundella chiefs. — 
Whatever was the- caule of his delays in 
Bundlecund, he was recalled from his com- 
mand 



26 MEMOIRS OF THE 

*778. mand on the 7th of Odober; but by his 
death Colonel Goddard had futceeded to 
the chief command of the army before tlae 
letter containing the order for his recall 
reached the Camp. The povi er that had. 
been delegated to the Prehucncy of Bom- 
bay, of commanding the movements of the 
detachment was revoked, and Colonel God-^ 
dard was to be direded only by orders from 
the Supreme Council. 

Mr. Haftings, from the extreme fludua- 
tion and irrefolution vifible in the govern- 
ment of Bombay, judging the caufe of Ra- 
gobah to be defperate, in order to accom- 
plifh the end which the fupport of that 
chief was intended to promote, had recourfe 
to other means which were more within the 
Gompafs of his own diredion. When the 
Supreme Council determined to fend a de- 
tachment to the other fide of India, the 
Governor-general applied to the Rajah of 
Bcrar to grant the Englifh troops a free 
march through his territories, with fuch 
afllflancc as they might require on their way. 
This requeft was readily granted. The Ra- 
jah fent an intelligent and confidential agent 

to 
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the banks of the Narbudda with a fupply 1778. 
of grain for the fubiiftence of the detach- 
ment, and orders to attend it through his 
country, of which he advrlcJ Colonel Leflic, 
inviting him to take that route, and afl'uring 
him of a moft friendly reception. As the 
Rajah had in this uianncr matufcHed a dif- 
pofition to adt in concert with the Englilh, 
lb he poffctle J po vver and pretenfions w'hich, 
if exerted in their caufc, might greatly pro- 
mote their intereft. The nominal fovereign 
of the Mafrattallate, the Rajah Ram-Rajah, 
after languilhing long in an honourable con- 
finement at Settcrah, died in December, 

177^, without children. The prince who 
had the fairefi: pretenfions to the office 
of Paifliwa, as above mentioned, was 
Moodajee Boollah, Rajah of Berar, being 
lineally defeended from the antient Ram- 
Rajahs, and the adopted fon of Sahoo Ra-^ 
jah, the pnedecefibr of the late Rajah 
Ram-Rajah, though- deprived of his right 
by the artifices of Ballajee, who was th? 
Paifliwa when Sahoo Rajah died. 

For thefe reafons, Mr. Plaflings judged 

Moodajee 
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V]‘]Z. Moodajee Boollah to be a proper perfon t# 
fupply the place of Ra^obah in the plan 
offered to the Supreme Council for over- 
turning the French influence with the Mar- 
rattas. He poflefTed wealth, power, and 
a territory extending from the borders of 
Bengal almoft to Pconab, and from the 
Narbuddi, its northern boundary, to the 
confines of the Deccan. Ragobah enjoy- 
ed not the advantage of either dominion or 
treafurcs, and depended fokly on the pre- 
carious and fludluating favour of the Pre- 
iidency of Bombay. The Governor-^- 
neral, who wifhed and expeffed the propo- 
fal of an alliance to come from Moodajee, 
lent the Rajah’s vakeel, Beneram Pundit, 
an intelligent and well informed man, with 
whom he had held frequent converfations on 
this fubjeft, to Naigpore for that purpofe. 
Thefe general and diftant motions had been 
made by Mr. Haftings towards an alliance 
with the Maha-rajah, when an event hap- 
pened which determined him to prefs a ne>. 
gotion widi that fovereign prince, and to 
bring it, if poffible, to a fpeedy and happy 
conclufion. 


On 
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On the 7th of July, 1778, undoubted in- 1778, 
telligence was received from Cairo that war 
had been declared between Great Britain and 
France; at Paris on the i8th, and in Lon- 
don on the 30th of March. A French 
fleet, conlifting of feven fail of the line, 
with 4000 regular troops on board, befides 
frigates, lay ready for failing in the harbour 
of Breft, under the command of the Count 
D’Eftaign, deflination of which was na- 
turally imagined to be Bombay : a fuppo- 
fition which was ftrongly confirmed by the 
firft advices that were received from Eng- 
land. The Chevalier St. Lubin was ftill at 
Poonah, end held frequent conferences with 
the miniHers of the Paifhwa, who was 
hoftile to Ragoba h and the Engli/h ; for 
a fecond and unexpefted revolution had ta- 
ken place at Poonah on the 1 6th of June, 
and Moraba-Furnefe, with his principal ad- 
herents, was imprifoned. In thefe circum- 
flances, which demanded decifive counfels and 
prompt execution, the Supreme Council, re- 
gardlefs of all perfonal confequences, in- 
ftantly took pofleffion of all the French 
Settlements in Bengal, and of their fhips in 

thf 
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1778. the river. They earneftly recommended to 
the Prehdcncy of Fort St. George, imme- 
diately to commence the fiege of Pondi- 
cherry, and, if poflible, to fecure the 
frienddiip of Hyder Ally. It was alfo re- 
folved to quicken the negotiation that had 
been commenced, on the grounds already 
mentioned, with the Rajah of Berar. The 
whole fervice of the Company could not 
have afforded a more proper agfent than Mr. 
Elliot, who was difpatched on an embafly 
for this purpofe to Naigpore the capital of 
the Maha- Rajah : but the Governor-gene^, 
ral’s hopes were fuddenly blafted by the un- 
timely death of that young man ; of whom 
it is not too much to fiy, that he was one 
of the moil amiable charadters as well as . 
elevated fpirits that ever dignified human 
nature. All who knew him were his 
friends : even ftrangers, to whom report 
alone afforded an oppurtunity of admiring 
his talents and virtues, mourned for t;he 
death of Mr. Elliot. He fell a martyr to 
genuine patriotlfm and fidelity to the Eaft 
India Company. Afflidled with a dilorder 
peculiar to the .Eafi:, which .orgiiates in 

bdious 
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bilious obftru(ition, and the cure of which 1778, 
requires a copious application of mercury, 
his duty -prevailing over every other confi- 
deration, he undertook a long and fatiguing 
journey, in the rainy feafon, without any 
prolpedl of enjoying fuch accommodations 
as might be neceflary to his ftate of health. 

After leaving the Company’s territories, 
he difeovered, that Governor Chevalier, 
who had fecretly efcaped from Chanderna- 
gore, was purfuing the fame route before 
him. Knowing the political abilities and 
addrefs of Chevalier, as well as the ambi~ 
tious defigns of the court by whom be was 
employed, and the accurate knowledge he 
had acquired of the politics of India, he 
ftrained every nerve t o feizehis perfon, dread- 
ing that his liberty and arrival in France 
might be attended with the worft confe- 
quehces to tlie Company’s affairs, and the 
viewsof Great'Jritain. lie pufhed onward by 
forced journics, ftill tracing and approach- 
ing M. Chevalier. Unfortunately, juft 
when he had the chace in view, his progrefs 
was obftru£ted by a fudden overflow of the 

waters 
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1778. waters of one of the large rivers of Catac. 
Regardlefs of the ftate of his health, and the 
medicines he had taken, by an extraordinary 
exertion of activity and ftrength, he encoun- 
tered the rapid ftream, and fwam acrofs the 
river with a few of his attendants and Sepoys. 
He found M. Chevalie. a : the metropolis of 
Catac ; and, although efcorted only by a few 
Sepoys, he claimed the perfon of Governor 
Chevalier W'ith luch fenfible arguments and 
manly eloquence, that the Rajah furrendcred 
him< 

As Mr. Elliot had but a fmall efcort, and 
the longeft and moft dangerous part of his 
journey was yet to be performed, he could 
not, without facrificing the objedt of his 
commiffion, return a guard to condudt M. 
Chevalier and his companion M. Moneron 
to Calcutta } wherefore he engaged their pa-< 
roles in writing, to furrender themfelves pri- 
foners of war, within a limited time, to the 
, Governor-general. M. Chevalier and M. 
Moneron performed their engagements. 
Mr. EllioUpurfued his route toBerar ; but 
died a few days thereafter. 


The 
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The Governor General did not fuffer the 1778* 
deep Ibrrow which he felt at this fudden and 
tneiancholy event-to overcome the fiimnelb 
6f hi& mind, but by means of other agents, 
and letter-s to Moodajee-Boolah himfelf a's 
well as to his-prime minifter Dewagur Pun* 
dit, continued to purfue his obje< 3 :i 

The nature and end of the corrrefpon- / 
dence between the Governor-general and the 
Rajah of Bcrar, is clearly difcovered by the 
following letter of the Rajah’s to the Go- 
vernor-, dated tlie 5 th of December, 1778, and 
received the 2d of January, 1779, which for 
good fenfe, as well as delicacy of fentiment 
and tafte, will bear to be compared with the 
moll approved compofitions of the antientS 
«r moderns. 


f( 

i€ 

(f 


** Your- friendly letter of the 19th Ram- 
zam (nth Od:ober), informing me of 
your having received advice gf the death 
of Mr. Elliot, in his way to Naigpore; 


your concern at that event, and,, at the 
unavoidable fufe>«nfions of th6 negocia- 
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1778. ** conducted with me on the part of ydiif 
“ government j and tlie delay in the efta- 
** blifliment of a ftrift and perpetual friend-* 
** lliip between the Company’s ftate and 
** mine, (concerning which you had exerted 
yourfelf fo warmly), by rcafon that the 
“ prefent fituation of affairs would not ad- 
** mit of tlie delay which mull attend the 
** deputationt>f another perlbn from thence 
** without injuring the defigns in hand ; but 
** that in your conviftion of my favourable 
** difpofitiop, from the knowledge that my 
interefts and the Company’s are infepa- 
** rably conneifledj and in the zeal of Be- 
** neram Pundit, whom, during the long 
period he relided with you, you found fe 
** deferving of your confidence, &c. &c i’ 
** That the plan propofed, and what you. 
** have wi'itten, is to promote our common 
** advantage, hot for the in tereft of one party 
** only, being convinced, that no public al- 
** liance or private friendlhip can be firmly 
eftablilhed without reciprocal advantages : 
•* That it is on thefe principles you had 
« long ago planned an alliance with me, 

’ the time for the accomplilhment of which 
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•* is now come; for you conceive it to be 
** equally for my intereft as for yours, our 
,** countries bordering on each other, and 
■** our natural enemies being the fame: That, 

** in a word, you required nothing but the 
** jundUon of my forces with yours, by 
** which, though each is fingly very power- 
** ful, they will acquire a ten-fold propor- 
“ tion of ftrength; That the delay of the 
** progrefs in the detachment intended for 
** Bombay, had not arifen from the oppofi- 
“ tion of an enemy, but from other cauies 
•'*. improper to mention ; but that it will 
** now Ihortly arrive in my territories, and 
** its operation be determinded by my ad- 
** vice : That you have given diredlions to 
** Colonel Leflie, to co-operate with the 
f*. forces which I ftiall unite with his: That 
as you offer md the forces of your Circar 
“ to promote my views, you in return re- 
** quire the affiftance of mine to effedt your 
** purpofes ; with other particulars which 
f* I fully underftand, reached me on the • 
f* 26th Shawand (i6th November), and 
** afforded me great pleafure. I alfo re- 
ceived duplicate and triplicate of this letf 
C 2 "ter. 
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^778. ** ter. — In the latter part of it you cxprefs, 
that as you have made me acquainted 
with your vicvvs, it is neQeffary that I allb 
“ communicate to you, without referve, the 
“ ends v/hich 1 look to for my advantage in 
this union : That the good faith of the 
Engliih to. every engagement they con- 
trad:, fo long as it is obferved by others, 
f* is univerfaily known; and that it has 
been the invariable rule of your condud, 
** to fupport this charader in all ads de- 
pending on you, and never to relinquifli 
** any delign of importance formed on .good 
and judicious grounds, but to perfevere 
deadily to its completion : That having 
thus explained to me your fentiments and 
views, you wait only to know mine; and 
on thoknowledge of thefe, you fliaU form 
** your ultimate relclation.-r— 

♦ 

■ It is equally a maxim of fincere friend- 
** fliip and good government, fteadinefs, 
magnanimity, and forefight, that a plan, 
formed on good and judicious grounds, 
foould he conduded in fuch a manner as 
V to end happily! You defire to learn my 

** fentiments 
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ientiments and views; and deferring to 177 
** form your ultimate pefolutions until you 
** had heard further from me, is the fante 
** thing as if you had c jnfulted me primarily 
on your firft defigns. 

• ** Since, after the Aridteft ferutiny and 
** refearches into diipoiitions and views of 
** the multitude, it has been determined, 

** on proofs erf* mutual finccrlty and good 
**■ faith, that a perpetual friendfliip and 
union be eftablilhed, it will, like the 
wall of Alexander, for the happinefstrf* 

** mankind, continue unihahen untij the 
end of time. • 

*'* The having cauled a tranflation to be 
** made into Engliih of the Hindoo books, 
f* called the Shaller and Poran, and of the 
** hiftory of former kings j the ftudyijig thefe 
“ books, and keeping the pidlures of the for- 
** met kings and prefent rulers of Hind# Dec- 
can, &c. always before youreyes, and from 
tlttir lifelefs iimilitude to dlfcover which 
of them were or are worthy of rule, 

** and pofibffed of good||idih ; from w'hwh 
C ^ “ t® 
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1^78. to determine with whcan to contradl cn^ 
** gagements, and what conduft to obferve 
to them rcfpedtively j— >-dfo, the endear 
vour to preferve the blefling of peace, un- 
** til forced to relinquifh it i—rthe fupporting 
** every one in his hereditary right j and re- 
** vcnging the breach of faith and engage- 
•** mcnts ; but on the fubmiffion of the of- 
** fenders, the exercife of the virtues of cle- 
** mency and generofity, by pardoning, and 
“receiving him again into favour, and re- 
** lloring him to his poffeffions ; — the not 
fufiering the intoxication of power to re- 
** duce you into a breach of faith j — and the 
** giving fupport to each illuftrious hpufe in 
“ proportion to its relpedlive merits, and in 
“ matters which required a long courfe of 
“ years to bring to perfeftion jr—the form-* 
** ing your condudt on mature deliberation, 
and the advice of the Company and Coun- 
cil,-T-are the fure means ctf exalting your 
. ** greatnefs and profperity tO' the higheft 
pitch.r— — The intention of all this is tq 
recommend univerfal peace and friendihip 
** in the manner following : The Almi^ty 
“ di/pofes of ku)|||oms; and places whpmr 
t fpwver 
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'** foever he chufes on the feats of power 179 ft 
** and rule ; but makes their liability to de- 
pend on their peaceable, juft, and friend- 
ly conduct to others. — It is not eveiy one 
who is equal to the talk of government, 
on the plan deligned by the Almighty 
“ Ruler, and of enfuringhis liability by 
a wife and juft condu(£l. — Hind and 
“ Deccan poftels, at prefent, very few en- 
lightenesd, but a great multitude of weak 
and ignorant men : The Englilh chiefs, 

** and you in a fuperior degree, poflefs all 
*‘"the virtues above recited, who coming 
“ from diftant iflands by a fix month’s voy- 
age on the great ocean, by tjheir magnani- 
** mity and fortitude, gained the admiration 
** of many Soubahs on this continent. It 
f* is eafy to acquire a kingdom ; but to be- 
f* come a king over kings, and chief of 
** chiefs, is a very difficult matter. The 
** attainment of this is only to be effected 
** by the means of friendlliip, by which 
tlK univerfe may be fubje<fted. My con- 
du<ft is framed on thefe principles- The 
** rdidence of Beneram Pundit at Calcutta, 

V was icftely to elFe<ft |1 k ellablilhment of 
C4 ^ «thp 
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>778* ** intimate friendfliip ; and by the 

** bleffing of God it has taken fuch deep 
root, that through your means ,k ha* 
“ reached the ears of the Coipapany ^and 
King of England : and our connection, 
and correfpondence, carried on under the 
veil of the vicinity of our dominions, 
‘*-Jias been difeovered by the Poonah mi* 
/‘nifters, and by the Nabob Nizamrul- 
** Dowlaj yet, though tliey form various 
“ conjectures and doubts, and have fent a 
trufty Vakeel, and written repeated let* 
“ ters, to endeavour to find out the motives 
“ of our union, yet they remain a myAery, 
** as I make the plea of our ancient ties, and 
** junction of our territories, 

, ^ * 

** I was impatiently expeCling the arrival 
of Mr. Elliot, who being endowed with 
** an enlightened underftanding, and inVelb- 
ed with full powers fropi you to#CQnduCt 
,** the negociations, and determine on the 
meafures to be purfuod^ would have efta- 
f ‘ .Ijlhhed ,the ties of a^ perpett^ friendjfhip, 
f* and have fetjie 4 ,wery imatter on th 6 ,hrm* 
1 * eA bafis. It d^afed God that.his ^uld 
" « die 
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#^-<Kc on thejourheyj and the grief I felt 
f * at his unfortunate lofs, tvho v/ould havd 
(* been the meafis of fettling all points be- 
f* tween u§, t^ our. muipal <£(jntfejit, apd By 
** his negociation with me, giving fatit- 
** fadion to the Paifhwa and Nabob Nizam- 
** iul-Dowla ; all which hav4 been by his 
** death thrown back many, months ; my 
** grief is not to be delcribed, and onljf 
ferves to add to your afflifUon. I havfe 
not yet recovered the Ihock which that 
f* event gave me, as you will learn mor6 
fully from Beneram Pundit. There is nd 
** remedy for fuch misfortunes, and it is 
in vain to ftrive againft the decrees 6f 
f* Providence. Had Mr. Elliot arrived; 
** fuch llrokes of policy would have beeft 
Kempbyed, that the Poonah minifteH 
f* would have adhered more fcrdpuloufly 
than before to their engJigemeMs j thO 
Frenieh, who arc the natural enemies of 
i* the Englifh, would have been their^ 
likewife ; and their fufpicions front ap- 
“ henfions of fupport being given to Roga- 
t* naut-^row, which never was/ nor is dC- 
f* dgned by the Englifliiiclueis, as 1 le^fn 

** from 
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1778, ** from Beneram, who had it from your ow$t 
mouth, and which has cauied them great 
** uneafinels, would have been, entirely re- 
** moved by Mr, Elliot and my joint £e 4 
curity, 

"The Nabob Nizam-ul-Dowla — wh« 
“ wrote you repeatedly on this fubjedt, 
** and received for anfwer, that you had no 
" idea of aiding or fupporting Rc^naut- 
" row i that your enmity was folely pointed 
** againft jthe French; and that whoever 
affifted the . French were your enemie^f^ 
" would likewife by thefe means have been 
/* thoroughly fatisfied, and your detach<* 
•* meat would have reached Bombay, with- 
** out meeting the fmalleft interruption j 
^ and had the Poonah minifters then afted 
a contrary part, I fliould have withdrawn 
" myfclf from their friendlhip. But by the 
death of Mr. Elliot, all^thdle defig^s have 
fallen to the ground, and muR be fulpen-* 
** ded until another opportunity, and the 
knowledge of your fentiments. It is a 
** proverb, ‘ that whatever is deliberately 
‘ done, w well doofn' In reply to what yon 

" write 
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^ write refpcding your framing your ulti- 177^* 
** mate refolutions I have communicated to 
f* Beneram Pundit whatever I judge proper 
f* and eligible, and which may promote 
them in fuch a manner as may not be 
** fubjed to any change from the vicifli^ 

** tudes of fortune. For thofe points which I 
** fixed on, after minute delibemtion, as the 
moft eligible that can be adopted, I refer* 
f* you to the fetters of Beneram Pundit, 

^ If, notwithftanding, you have any plan 
** to propofe for the reciprocal benefit of 
our fiates, be pleafed to cpmmunip^fe it 
9* tome. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

To your letter refpedling the fending df 
an army to overawe the French, and to te* 
** inforce the government of Bombay i and 
f* fctting forth, that the Poonah minifi:er« 
having broken the treaty with the Eng'^ 
f* lilh^ and in oppofition to the rights c£ 
** friendlhip received an envoy of the 
** French king, and granted the port of 
9* Choul to that nation, thereby enabling 

“ them 
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*7,78. ** them to form an arfenal* and collaStmiH- 
** tary ftores j and of their haviiig written 
** to their officers, to permit the French 
** ihips to enter thsir ports j and that it 
being therefore incumbent on you to take 
** mealUres to contraft their defigns, you 
* * had determined to fend a ftrongdetachmertt 
** for the reinforcement of Bombay, by the 
** route of Berar j and that in conlideration of 
** our ancient frkndfhip, and the vicinity of 
** our. dominiqns, ,yoW requefted, that on i^ 
arri¥^l in my neighbourhood, I would 
.«aUfe it to be inftrudled m the route, and, 
** providing it with pro'.Ilions and necef. 
** laries, have it conducted in fafety through 
** my territories^ and join a body of my forces 
** with it, which would increafe and cement 
'•* oui’ friendship j and that you have, at' the 
** affurance of Beneram, fixed on this route 
** for its march in pr^erehce to any other : 
** Iri reply to this letter, atfusted by its dic- 
** tates of the fincereft friendfbip, I waited 
** not to take the advice of any one, but 
without hefitation Wrote you, That where 
** a fincere friendship efeifted, the |Kl^ge of 
** troops through «iy country was a mattift' 

« of 



late war in A€IA. 


of no moment j that they fliOuld proceed 177^^ 
** immediately through my country. 1 
** Ukewife informed Colonel Leflie of the 
** difficulties and dangers he would meet 
** with in the way, from dangerous moun- 
** tains, cxtenfive rivers, &c. and alfo dif- 
** patched Lalla Jadda Roy, with a chief of 
note, to the banks of the Narbudda, to 
fupply the detachment with provifions at 
** long as they were in my territory, and to 
** treat them with all the duties of hofpitali- 
ty j where he waited in expedfation of their 
arrival for fix months to no purpofe.— 

** They loitered away their time in the Bun> 
dlecund countries, contrary to every rule 
** of policy. At that time all the Poonah 
** miniders were feparately employed in tlieir 
** own private affairs, or in the war with 
“ Hyder Naig, infomuch that they had no 
** time to turn their attention to the con- 
“ cerns of other parts, and the march to 
“ Bombay might have been effedted with 
V the greateft eafe. The time is now pad. 

** The arrow is diot and cannot be recalled. 

As I have repeatedly written to the Poo- 
** nah miniders, with whom I keep up a 

« corre- 
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•778. ** correfpondence on thefubjedl of their 

♦* couraging a French envoy, and breaking 
** their faith with the Englifh chiefs, adtff 
** highly inconfiftent with honour and po- 
•* licy ; the anfwer I have received from 
** them, I have communicated to you.—* 
** The fubftartce of what they fay in their* 
** own juftification is this : That the French 
Vakeel came for the purpofe of traffic, 
** not to negociate ; yet, for the iatisfaftion 
** of the Englilh, they gave him his difmifo 
•* fion : That the account of, the grant ot 
** the port of Choul, and an arfenal* is en- 
** tirely without foundation ; and that they 
** have not the leaft indilpofition towards the 
** Englifh ; That I will therefore write to 
** Calcutta, that you may be perfectly fatis- 
** fied relpefting their difpohtion . — My letters 
** did not produce the effeft of fatisfying you 
** on the fubjeft of the Paifhwa, but your 
“ doubts ftill remained. And, acftuated by 
** wifdom and prudence, you determined to 
. fend Mr. Elliot to me ; and wrote to me, 
** that on his arrival atNaigpore, after he had 
and interview with me, and learned, my 
•* fentiments and views, he would, in con- 

“ junftion 
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•* juniftion with me, form a plan for our 1771% 
** mutual honour and benefit, and give di- 
** re^ons to Colonel Leflie in confequM.ce, 
who would be guided thereby.— The 
“ event of this gentleman’s deputation is 
** too well known ; and Colonel Leilie like- 
wife, after engaging in hoililities with 
the Paifhwa’s officers and Zemindars of 
** thefe parts, and collecting large fums 
of money, died. Colonel Goddard fuc- 
ceeded to the command, and purfued the 
fame line.of condudt, with refpeCl to the 
**, Talookdars, as his predeceflbr j and ar- 
** riving at Garawale and Garafur in the 
territory of the Afghans, whither he was 
** obliged to march with the utmofl caution, 
being furroundded with a Marratta army^ 

** who conftantly fcized every opportunity 
“ to attack him, wrote me from thence, 
that he fhould fhortly reach the Narbud*- 
da, where I would be pleafed to caufe 
grain and oflier neceflaries to be prepared, 

** and a party of my forces to be ready to • 

“ join him. — I wrote him in anfwer. That 
** Lalla Jadda Roy, and Shao Baal Hazaile, 

^ were waiting on that fide the Nar- 

** budda 
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tuJda which is within my territories; 
5 ‘ and that the Gaut where’ the troops 
“ ihould crofs was two cofs from hence, 
** under Haffingabad ; that Janojee Booflah 
forded it With his army at that place, on 
f* his expedition to Malawa, and that I did 
** not doubt but it was now fordable; that he 
** ihould therefore crofs his army there, and 
repair to Haffingabad : That Lalla Jadda 
** Roy would exert his utmoft affiduity 
** in fupplying him with grain and oth^ 
proviiions, and treat them with every de- 
“ gree of hofpitality ; but that, as the road 
forward was very difficult and dangerous, 
and thoufands of the Balha Cartes werO 
concealed in the holes in the mountains ; 
who though not able to oppofe him open-* 
“ Jy, yet would do it by ambufcade and rtra- 
“ tagems, and cut off his fupplies of provi- 
fions ; and that, beyond that he would 
** enter the Soubahffiip of Barhampore, dc- 
V pendent on the Paifhwa: That near 400a 
. of Scindiah’s cavaliy were waiting at the 
fort of Affur, for the arrival of the Eng- 
** liffion the banks of the Ganges; io,ooa 
* more were under the comnpAnd of Bagaruf 

“ Sundiab ; 
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** Sundiab;, Scindiah himfelf with the chiefs 
“ in readinefs at Poonah, waiting to hear of 
** the approach of the Engliih ; and more-< 
“ over inBerar, in which the Nabob Nizam- 
“ ul-Dowla poflcffes a fhare with me, all 
** the Jaghirdars were in readinefs with 
** powerful armies j and although the Eng- 
“ liih polTelTed the greatcft magnanimity in 
** battle, yet as every Hep they took would 
“ be juft into the mouth of danger, and all 
** the above-mentioned chiefs would fet 
** themfelves to cut oft" and deftroy his pro- 
“ vifions, and take every opportunity of at- 
tacking him v/hen they faw an advantage, 
“ and of hari'afling him night and day, con- 
“ ftantly furrounding his army with theiir. 
** numerous forces, the jundion of a body 
“ of my forces with his would avail nothing 
“ in the face of fuch large armies, but 
wouldonlyinvolveme in the greateft lofles : 
** That it neither was advifeable for him to 
“ return, which would diminilh the awe and 
refped in which he was held ; that I 
would therefore write the particulars ex- 
plicitly to Calcutta, and that whatever you 
“ ftiould think proper to intimate to him and 
D me 
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i' 778. “ me in reply, it would be advifeable to 
abide by, and adt accordingly. All which 
“ time I would recommend that he conti- 
“ nued at Hoffingur. — That I have received 
letters from Calcutta, filled with the 
“ warmeft frlendfhip and confidence to the 
following purport : * That the detach- 
** ment fliould come into my neighbourhood, 
** and be guided in its operations by my ad- 
vice; That it is incumbent on every chief 
“ who cnioys the confidence of another, to. 
“ give fuch advice as may be ipoft advan- 
“ tageous to the party repofing trufi, and 
“ moil confiftcnt with the faith of engage- 
“ ments ; and that with fuch condudt the 
“ Almighty is well pleafed.’ That I had 
“ alfo written to the Pooriah minifters my 
“ advice on the fituation of affairs, to this 
purport : * That Mr. Elliot was deputed 
hither to negociate with me, but dying 
“ in the journey, all the negociations in- 
“ trufled to him were fufpended ; that had 
• “ he arrived at Naigpore, I had determined, 
** from principles of attachment, to have re- 
“ moved from the minds of the Englifh the 
“ doubts and apprehenfions which had arifen 

“ by 
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by reafbp of the fuppofed encouragcinent 1778. 
** of the French envoy at Poonah, and the 
agreement to fupport that nation, who 
were the inveterate enemies of the Engn 
** lifh, which had given rife to the quarrel 
between the two ftates, by proving to 
them under the fandtion of folcmn oaths, 

“ and becoming myielf guarantee, that all 
“ thofe reports were groundlefs, and that the 
Poonah minifters were fteady and zealous 
in their engagements with the Englith, 

** and on feveral accounts highly obliged to 
them. And I would have taken from Mr. 

“ Elliot, engagements, that the Englidi had 
“ no idea of affording fupport to Roganaut- 
“ row, but were refolvcd to maintain their 
treaty inviolate ; and that their apprehen- 
“ fions related to the French ; and that 
** when I gave the Englifli fatisfadtion re- 
“ lating to the French, and became guaran- 
“ tee, all his doubts would be removed; and 
“ that if it was requifite, a frefh engagement 
** fhould be executed, to which he would 
be a guarantee : That, in brief, each party 
“ entertained a reafonable doubt ; the Eng- 
lifh, that the Poonah minifters would join 
. D z “ with 
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1778. with the French; and the Poonah mini- 
“ fters, that the Englifh fupport Roganaut- 
“ row: That when thefe fufpicions no long- 
er remained, all caufes of difpleafure would 
“ of courfe ceafe ; and that they could have 
no objeftion to a detachment of Englifh 
** forces, fent for the reinforcement of Bom- 
“ bay, and to overawe the French, not for 
** the fupport of Roganaut-row, repairing 
thither; and to oppofe them would in fuch 
cafe have been highly improper.” &c. &c. 

Second Postscript. 

** Baboo-row, the Paifliwa’s vakeel, has 
“ obferved to me in the courfe of converfa- 
“ tion, that his mailer has not the flighted: 
idea of failing in his engagements with 
the Englilh, or of contradlirtg any friend- 
fiiip with the Frc*nch; but that the treaty 
** forbids the march of Englifli forces 
“ through the Paifliwa’s deJminions ; that 
“ therefore the appearance of the detach- 
** ment now on its march, is an infringe- 
ment of the treaty.” 


Thirji 
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1778. 

Third Postscript. 

** Although it may appear improper to 
“ repeat the fame thing over again, yet the 
“ importance of the fubje6l may plead in 
my excufe. On either part, a doubt fub- 
fills. The Poonah miniHers fufpcd; that 
** the Englilh forces on their nv.ncli to Bom- 
“ bay, though ollenfibiy lor the purpofc of 
oppoling ^the French, are in reality in- 
“ tended for the fupport of Roganaut-rowj 
and that the Englilh at Bombay, who 
“ were not included in the treary with the 
Pailhwa, which was concluded through 
the government of Bengal, with the advice 
“ of the chief at Calcutta, arc defirous of 
“ breaking with the Pailhwa, and fupport- 
“ ing Roganaut-row j and that the dctach- 
“ ment had been fent at their requilition. 

“ I'hcy alledge, that the chief of Calcutta 
wTites to them, that he is firmly refolvcd • 

“ to adhere to the treaty with the Pailhwa; 

“ and that the detaihment he has fent to 
“ Bombay, is folcly to awe the French, 
withput the leaft defign to afiill: Roganau- 
D 3 row^ 



54 MEMOIRS OF THE 

1778. “ rowj and that fince it is forbidden in the 
“ treaty to difpatch troops over land, the 
** inarch of the troops is a breach of it : 

That if it is neceflary to fend troops to 
** Bombay to awe the French, they ought to 
be fent by fca. 

The Englifli on their part fufpedl the 
** Poonah minifters of joining the French, 
in confequence of having received a F rench 
vakeel. As the Pailhwa formerly wrote 
me, that he had no idea of failing in his 
** engagements with the Englifli, and that 
he had given no encouragement to the 
French vakeel, who came for the purpofe 
of traflic, and that he had difmifl'ed him, 
therefore requefted that I would fatisfy 
“ you in that refpeft ; I, in confequence, 
“ formerly wrote 3^00 all thefe particulars. 
** As I have a voucher in my hand from the 
“ Paifhwa, that he has no connexion with 
the French, and is fteady to his engage- 
■ ** ments with the Englifli, I am able, by 
** this voucher, to give you complete fads- 
** failion on this head ; but I have no 
** voucher, or intimation, from you, by 

“ which 
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which I may be able to give fatisfadion 1778. 
to him. 

As he pleads a prohibition in the treaty, 

“ to the march of forces over land, and like- 
“ wife complains refpefting the money col- 
leded by Colonel LeQie in his territories, 

“ what anfwer can be made thereto ? 

“ As the time requires that a reconcilia- 
“ tion take place with the Poonah miniftcrs, 

** you will fonfidcr and determine what re- 
“ ply fhall be given to thefe two points of 
which they complain and by what means 
they may be fatisfied ; and communicate 
“ your refolution to me, that I may write 
“ conformably thereto, and remove all 
“ doubts.” 

The obfervation made, in this letter, by 
the Maha-Rajah, on the impolicy of our 
army wafting’ their time in the Bundlecund 
countries, at a time when the Poonah mi- . 
nifters were feparately employed in their 
own private affairs, or in the war with 
Hyder-Naig, a jundure wlifen the march 
D 4 of 
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xyyS. the Bengal detachment to Bombay might 
have been effedted with the greateft eafe, 
while it vindicates the condudt of the Su- 
preme Council, and arraigns, in all the fim- 
plc feverity of common fenfe, that of the 
Prefidency of Bombay, ferves, infomemea- 
fure, to explain the Rajah’s own views, and 
to reconcile the readinefs with which he af- 
fifted the Engliih at one period, and the 
earneftnefs with which he vindicates the 
Paifhwa from the charge brought againft 
him by the Company’s fervartts, offering 
his own mediation to bring about a perfedt 
reconciliation between his own countiymen 
and the Englifli, at another. For by this 
time Morabah-Furnefe, with the other ad- 
herents of Ragobah, were under confine- 
ment in feparute prifons ; the intrigues and 
affurances of aid from France had made an 
imprefiion on Hyder-Ally and the Marratta 
adminiftration ; and a treaty, which was af- 
terwards concluded at Poonah, had been let 
■ on foot by the Nizam, for an alliance be- 
tween himfelf, the Marrattas, and Moodaje? 
Boollah. 

Th« 
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The Maha-Rajah was not drawn into 1778. 
this alliance by any hatred of the Englilh, 
to whom his profeffions of fiicndlhip, if we 
may judge by his actions, were finceie and 
cordial ; but by the neceflity of the times, 
and that of chuling a party : for in the 
contell; that had arifen between his country- 
men and the Eaft-India Company, a perfect 
neutrality on the part of the R, j ih was im- 
prafticablc. Advanced in years, the firft 
wilh of his foul was peace } and to obtain 
this he offered, as has been already men- 
tioned, and warmly prclTed his mediation. 

The intrigues of the French with theMar- 
ratta chiefs and .Hyder- Ally- Cawn, their 
reports of the general combination againft 
the Britifh empire in Europe and in Ame- 
rica, of the misfortunes that had befallen, 
and the calamities tliat affailed and threat- 
ened to overwhelm us, joined to their af- 
furance of po|,werful fuccours by fea and 
land, fpread a general opinion throughout 
Indiaj that all the clowns that centered in 
the King were now tottering on his head, 
and that fome of them had already fallen. 

The latent Iparks of ambition and of re- 


venge 
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1778. vengc which the power and profperity of 
Great Britain had fmothered, began now to 
fmoke, and to threaten an eruption. For 
a combination was formed among all the 
other leading powers of Hindoftan againft 
the Englifli. 

The prince who took the lead in the for- 
mation of this confederacy was Nizam- 
Ally-Cawn, the Soubah of tht; Deccan, 
reputed the moft fubtle politician, after the 
death of Nundocomar, in Indiji. The do- 
minions of this prince are of fmall extent, 
his revenue is fcanty, his military ftrength 
inlignificant, nor was he ever, at any period 
of his life, diftinguiihed for perfonal cou- 
rage, or the fpirit of enterprize. But he 
was highly refpedlable on account of his 
rank and defeent ; and this reverence for 
his perfon confpired with a natural infinua- 
tion and addrefs to gain an afeendant over 
the minds of his countrymen. It feems to 
. have been his conftant and ruling maxim, 
to foment the incentives of war among his 
neighbours, to profit by their weaknefs and 
embarrallmcnts, but to avoid being a party 

himfelf 
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himfelf in any of their contefts, and rather 1778. 
than expofe himfelf to the dangers of the 
field, to fubmit to humiliating facrifices. 

The Prcfidency of Fort St, George hav- 
ing concluded an alliance with his brother, 
Bajalet Jung, by which tliey acquired pof- 
ieffion of the Guntoor Ciixar, the Nizam 
Was moved with a Ipirit of revenge, and a 
jealoufy was awakened in his breaft of the 
ambitious views of that and the other Eng- 
lifli governments in Afia. Thefe fentiments 
he alfo excited without difficulty in the mind 
of Hyder-Ally, who felt difguft at our ac- 
quilition of tliat Cii'car, and conlidered the 
prefent juniture as a fit opportunity of reven- 
ging the attacks that had been made on his 
country by the Englilli in the preceding war, 
at the inftigation of the Nabob o f Arcott. 

The Rajah of Bcrar, follicited to join this 
confederacy, and apprehenfive of the dangers 
which threatened him, if, in the general 
combination againft our countrymen in the . 
Eaft, he alone fltould ftand forth in the 
character of their avowed friend, adopted 
that plan of condudt which was naturally 

fuggefled 
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177S. fugjcflcd to His imagination by his love of 
peace, his apprchenfion of danger, his un- 
wiliingnefs to break with the Englifli, and 
the natural fubtlety and fiinulation of Afia- 
tic climates and forms of government. He 
formally, and to appearance, acceded to this 
grand alhance againft the influence and au- 
thority of the Englijfli nation in the Eaft, 
while, at the fame time, he determined fe- 
cretly to befriend them. Ilad the Prefi- 
dency of Bombay, with that decifion of 
counfel and promptitude of adion which 
are for the moft part neceflfary to the execu- 
tion of great defigns, feized the pi oper time 
for raifing Roganaut-row to t’ne regency of 
Poonah, by an armed forte, their defign 
would in all probability have fucceeded. — 
While the friends of that chief were in pof- 
fefliion of the fupreme authority of the Mar- 
ratta hate, Moraba having been veiled with 
the dignity of Paiihwa, in tlie head of Na- 
na-Furnefe; while the Marratta chiefs were 
either taken up with their own private con- 
cerns, or entangled in a war with Hyder- 
Ally j and a ftrong detachment from Ben- 
gal had croflTed the Jumna, with orders to 

march 
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inarch, diredly to Bombay by the fhorteft 177*. 
route that was pradticable j had a vigorous 
effort been made for the reftoration of Ra- 
gobah, as it might have been, and the Go- 
vernor-general intended, by a co-operation 
and coincidence of movements between the 
forces from Bombay and the detachment 
under Colonel Leflie ; Moodajee-Booflah 
would not even have made a fliew of join- 
ing the quadruple alliance above mentioned, 
but have openly efpoufed the caufe of the 
Englifli. But the arrow was fliot, and 
** could not be recalled.” While Colonel 
Leflie loitered away his time in Bundlccund, 
t/je country of diamonds, and the Prefidcncy 
of Bombay feemed to hefltate concerning 
the expediency of meafures . on which they 
had appeared, before the march of the Ben- 
gal army, to be bent and determined, a fe- 
cond and unexpedled revolution was, on the 
1 6th of June, effeded at Poonah, by which 
Morabah-Furnefe, with his principal ad- 
herents, was imprifoned ; the intrigues of 
St. Lubin at Poonah, Choul, and Manga- 
lore, 'had prepared the minds of the Mar- 
rattas and Hyder-Ally to join in a projedt 

for 
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Tor expelling the Englifli from India; and a 
confederacy had been formed by the Sou- 
bah of the Deccan for that purpofe. To 
make a fhew of joining the confederacy, 
for thefe reafons, appeared to Moodajee 
Eooflah the fafeft courfe for himfelf ; and 
he determined to unite, if poffible, as al- 
ready mentioned, his own lecurity with that 
of the Britilh in India. Whether we ought 
to aferibe this refolution in favour of our 
countiymcn to a natural partiality or predi- 
ledlion, to a regard to the political balance 
in India, or, as the iffue of the war was 
doubtful, to the advantage of having fome 
degree of merit to plead with whatever par- 
ty fhould prove vid:orious ; or, in what- 
ever manner and proportion thefe fentiments 
and viev/s were blended together, certain it 
is, that this Marratta was drawn into the 
confederacy againft the Eaft-India Company 
with infinite reluftance, and that, although 
the circuniftances of the times deterred him 
from taking part with the Englilh, and even 
confirained him to aflume the malk of hof- 
tility, it was his purpofe to communicate 
friendly intelligence to the Ehglilh, and to 

abilai^ 
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abftain from all hoftile adlions, as long as 177! , 
he might do the former with fecrecy, and 
the latter with fafety. 

In this fituation of affairs, which appear- 
ed fb little favourable to the caufe of Rago- 
bah and of the Englifh, the Prefidency of 
Bombay refolved to urge his pretcnlions to 
the throne of Poonah by force of arms.— 

This chief, like other men of rank among 
the Hindoos, as well as the Perfians, Tar- 
tars, and other adjoining nations, who have 
inhabited Hindoflan fince it was conquered 
by Timurbeg or Tamerlane, poffefled in an 
eminent degree the qualities of politenefs 
and addrefs, as well as the virtues of affabi- 
lity, hcfpitality, and liberality of difpofition. 

His engaging manners, with the remains of 
his wealth, it is fxid, which he found means 
to favc when he fled from Poonah, and 
which he diftributed with a liberal hand, 
procured him not a little favour among the 
llrangers with whom he fojourned as a re- 
fugee and exile. Ragobah, on field days, 
and at reviews, ufed to walk in the front of 
the lines, on which occafions he received, 

and 
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and with inexpreffible grace returned, tho 
common military compliments. His per- 
fon was tall and flenderj his countenance 
manly and expreffive. Plis turban and his 
arms were always loaded with jewels. — 
When he refided, under the protedlion of 
the Company, in the ifland of Bombay, he 
had an adopted fon with him, a young man 
about fourteen years of age, diftinguillied 
even among the noble youth of the Eaft by 
the comelinefs of his countenance and gracc- 
fulnefs of his perfon. He was fond of this 
lad, even to excefs j for lie lias frequently 
been heard to fay, that “ if Ills eyes could 
behold his fon in the podelTion of the re- 
“ gency to which he himfelf made preten- 
“ lions, he would die in peace.” Ragobah, 

, belides troops of his own. Sepoys, raifed 
when he was at Bombay a company of Ar- 
menians, Portuguefe, Germans, Danes, 
Dutch, Englilh, and other nations. Thele 
he called his Chriftian company. He b'oafl- 
ed mucii of their valour and difeipline, and 
placed, or pretended to place, great confi- 
, dence in their attachment to his perfon. — 
He had an infinite number of attendants, 

lived 
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lived in a magnificent ftyle, and was very 1778. 
munificent to the officers of his ChriiUan 
company. 

To place this prince at the head of the 
adminiftration of Poonah, an army amount- 
ing to three thoufand nine hundred and tea 
men, officers included, moved from Bombay 
on the 2 2d of November, with a great 
quantity of baggage, and a train of nine- 
teen thoufand cattle. Here it may be ne- 
cefiary to inform the European reader, that 
in India draughts and carriages are perform- 
ed, for the moft part, by bullocks : the 
number of which creatures that is neceflary 
to an army is incredible. The conduct of 
this expedition was entrufted to a committee, 
confining of Colonel Egerton, Mr. Carnac, 
and Mr. Mollyn. The army marched in 
three divifions. In Ragobah’s divifion, 
which formed the van, were a number of 
huge elephants, with their cailles mounted 
on their backs, for the ufe of his wives and ' 
his officers : and on one of the largeft rode 
Ragobah himfelf. The caftles, which are 
fixed on thfe backs of the elephants by a 
£ kind 
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1778. kind of harnefs under their belly like the 
girth of a faddle, referable tents. Each of 
tJiefe will contain eight or ten perfons. In 
the time of battle they are thrown 
open, by pulling afide the curtains, at four 
different places, whence the people within 
throw darts, flioot arrows, or ufe mufquetry. 
In the mean time, the creature that fupports 
tliem rages with the fury of war, and is 
impatient to advance into the midft of the 
enemy. If by chance the contending ar- 
mies Ihould clofe together, which feldom 
happens, the elephant, by means of a chain 
which he wields with his trunk, makes 
dreadful havoc among his enemies wdth that 
weapon. TJie elephants walk feemingly 
with a flow pace; but neverthelefs they 
make great progrefs, muking very long fteps. 
I'his circumfbance of the length of their 
Heps, accounts for that rolling motion of 
which perfons mounted on their backs are 
fenfible, and which they compare to the 
motion of a fllhp. Thefe animals, for the 
mofl part, outwalked the infantry, and were 
generally advanced to a confiderable diftance 
before the reft of the army. Their enor- 


mous 
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mous weight imprinted their footfteps fo 1778. 
deeply in the wet and foft foil, that our fol- 
diers were incommoded by them in a dif- 
trefling manner; for the holes that were 
made by their feet being prefently filled up 
with water or mire, could not be readily 
diftinguifhed from the furrounding furface. 

Into thefe pits our men frequently plunged, 
to the great entertainment of their compa- 
nions, who foon afforded fimilar amufement 
in their turn ; infomuch that, during the 
whole march, while one half of our infan- 
try was kept in a roar of laughter, the other 
poured forth a never-ceafing volley of cui'fes 
on Ragobah’s elephants- 

The report of this expedition excited fuch 
an alarm among the minifters of Poonah, 
that, by their agent, they offered frefh 
terms to the Governor before the army had 
moved far from Bombay. Thefe terms 
being rejefted, our troops proceeding on 
their deftination, on the 23d of December 
afeended the Gauts, and purfued their march 
to Poonah. But, on the 9th of January it 1779 * 
was determined by the Field-deputies that 
E 2 the 
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J779. the army Oiould retreat, on account, as they 
alledgcd, of a fcarcity of provifions, al- 
though they had a fuppiy for eighteen days, 
and that after a march of about fifty days, 
without any hoftile obftrudlionin their pro- 
grcfs, they had advanced within one day’s 
march of Poonah. The commanding of- 
ficer, Colonel Cockbum, when confulted in 
this matter, faid, that he had not a doubt 
of being able to condudt the expedition to 

’ the place of its deflination, but that our 
troops had not been ufed to' retreat, and 
that there was greater danger in returning, 
in the prefent circumftances, to Bombay, 
than in advancing to Poonah. The Poonah 
Committee, however, (fo the Field-deputies 
were called) perfevercd in their refolution to 
retreat. The army, encumbered with bag- 
gage, moved off by night. They were at- 
tacked by numerous bodies of Marrattas, 
and defended themfclves not only with the 
utraofi: bravery, but, for the length and heat 
of the Ikirmifiies in which th^ had been 
engaged, and the numbers of the affailants, 
with inconfiderablc lofs. In the evening of 
the i4&th of January, 1 779, application was 

made 
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made to Nana-Furnefc and Madajee Schin- 1779. 
diah for an undifturbed retreat to Bombay : 
which was granted at Wargaum, on the 
humiliating condition that Salfette, and 
every other acquifition of the Bombay go- 
vernment, fince the time of Madah-row, 

Should be given up, and that orders fhould 
be fcnt to Colonel Goddard, to return w'ith 
his army to Bengal. It muft not be omit- 
ted, that while the Poonah Committee fub- 
mitted to thefe humiliating terms, they gave 
an exprefs declaration in writing, that the 
terms to which they had acceded were not 
obligatory on the Supreme Cpuncil. 

This mortifying intelligence was received 
at Calcutta in the month of February, in a 
literal tranflation of a letter to the Nabob 
of Arcot from Row-Gee, his vakeel at the 
court of Poonah, dated the 1 8 th of January, 

1779, of which the following is a copy. 

“ j . I have addrefled to your Highnels ' 
r* feveral letters of late, fome of which I 
“ hope are arrived ; have accounts of 
others having been intercepted on the 
E 3 ** road. 
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1779. “ road, and (hall therefore recapitulate 
“ fome of the moft important tranfadions 
here. 

“ 2. The Englilh Surdars*, as I have 
“ already wrote to your Highnefs, marched 
“ from Bombay to the palTes, and fortified 
“ that of Kodtichully. Roganaut-row took 
“ polTeflion of two forts which were in the 
“ road, and joined the Englilh army, which 
“ I hear confifted of feven hundred Euro- 
“ peans, eight battalions of Sepoys, forty 
“ pieces of cannon, mortars, and a quantity 
of powder and military (lores j they had 
“ befidcs four lacks of rupees in money. 

“ 3. Siccaram Pundit and Nana-Furnefe, 
“ two Marratta Surdars, joined their forces, 
“ and fatisfied the difeontented chiefs Schin- 
“ diah and Holkar, by giving them money, 
“ jaghires, and other pre(ent§. 

4. All the chiefs having met to con- 
fult what was to be done in the prefent 
“ (late of alfairs, #ey all with one voice 
agreed, that if Roganaut-row came with 

his 


♦ Or cyefs. 
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his own forces alone, they fhould receive 1779. 
“ him, and give him a fliare of the power 
“ as formerly ; but fince he came with an 
army of Englifli, who were of a different 
“ nation from them, and whofe condudt in 
“ Sujah Dowla’s country, the Rohilla coun- 
** try, Bengal, and the Carnatic, they were 
“ well acquainted with, they unanimoully 
determined not to receive Roganaut-row j 
“ as otherw'ife, in the end, they would be 
obliged to forfake their religion, and be- 
“ come the'llaves of Europeans. Upon this 
“ they exchanged oaths ^ and Nehum-row, 

“ Apagee Pundit, and Schindiah, were font 
“ with an army of 15,000 horfe, befides 
“ foot, to the Gaut of Tulicanoon, and were 
followx*d immediately after by Siccaram 
“ Pundit and Nana-Furnefc, with 40,000 
“ horfe. 

“ 5. It has been for feme time the fixed 
“ determination of the Englifh Surdars to 
give their affiflance to Roganaut-row, in' 

“ replacing hina at the head of the govern - 
“ ment ; an army wa|||lent from Calcutta, 
who made an alliance with Booflah (Ra- 
E 4 “ jah 
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*779- ** Berar), and they were greatly cn- 

couraged by the news of the furrender of 
Pondicherry. 

** 6. Mr. Moftyn, who went from Poo- 
nah, made them believe, that many of 
the Marratta Surdars were in their inte- 
** reft, and that as foon as their army ftiould 
“ arrive at the Gaut, Holkar would join 
f* them with all his forces. 

** 7. The Engliih, trufting to this, 
** marched their army to the Gaut, and 
** waited impatiently for a v/hole month, 
" but no one appeared to join their ftand- 
“ ard. The Engliih army marched for- 
“ ward from the Gaut, and were fo much 
“ harraffed by the Marrattas, as not to be 
“ able to proceed more than two cofs * a 
day, during which time they loft a great 
“ many of their men by the fire kept upon 
“ them by the Marrattas. When they came 
* “ to Chockly, which is about fourteen coft 
f* from the pafs, th^ were obliged to halt; 
“ Captain Stewar^i|||pne of their Surdars, 
was killed at this place. 

« 8. On 

• A cofs is five Englifli miks. 
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8. On the 21ft of January, the Euro- 
pean army arrived at Tulicanocn (feven- 
** teen cofs from the pafs) j Mr. Carnac,fc- 
“ cond of Bombay, was with them. Sic- 
“ caram fent a body of horfe to Tuliefanoon 
“ to harrafs them ; twenty-five Europeans, 
“ amongft whom was an officer, and one 
“ hundred Sepoys, were killed on the firil 
“ day; the Marrattas had two liundrcd men 
“ killed. 

“ 9. On the fecond day the Englifli were 
“ furrounded on all fides by the Marrattas, 
“ and all fupplies of provifions cut off from 
“ them. Seeing themfelves in this fitua- 
“ tion, they determined, if poHible, to re- 
“ turn by the Gaut, and confulted upon the 
“ means to effedt their retreat. Roganaut- 
“ row hearing this, fent privatelyto theMar- 
“ ratta chief, Schmdiah, telling him, that if 
“ he would attack the En^liffi, he would 
join him with his two battalions of Sepoys, 
“ and fix hundred horfe. The Englifli, it 
would appear, had intelligence of this ; 
for, on the 1 3th of JiM||iary, they fiidden- 
ly marched fecretly from Tulicanpon, 

taking 


73 

1779 - 



MEMOIRS OF THE 


74 

*779* Roganaut-row with them, and 

“ leaving their baggage and tents Handing, 
“ under the protcdlion of two hundred Eu- 
“ ropeans and one battalian of Sepoys, with 
eight pieces of cannon, to make the Mar- 
** rattas believe that their whole force was 
** at Tulicanoon — Siccaram, however, got 
“ private intelligence of their retreat ; and, 
“ with Nana-Furnefc, Schindiah, andHol- 
kar, went to cut off their march. At 
“ the fame time he fent a body of horfe to 
** Tulicanoon, where the reft bf the Englifli 
were encamped. The Marrattas as ufual 
** fell upon the plunder, and a fmart en- 
gagement enfued between them and the 
Englifli, The detachment, who had 
marched v/ith Roganaut-row, but had not 
** proceeded far, returned to the affiftance 
of thofe in their camp. A heavy can- 
“ nonade was kept up by the Marrattas 
from midnight till four o’clock the next 
day ; the Englifli were not able to march 
** one foot of way, and all their firing took no 
effed’e ; one hundred and fifty Europeans, 
“ with many of tiller officers, and eight hun- 
“ dred Sepoys, were killed. The Marrattas 

“ fur-r 



LATE WAR IN ASIA. 7^ 

furrounded them, and kept patroles going 1779; 
all night, to prevent any from efcaping. 

On the 14th, the Marrattas conimenced 
their cannonading again: fifty Europeans 
“ and four hundred Sepoys were killed. The 
“ Englifii ceafed firing, feeing that it had 
“ no eifecft. In the evening of that day, 

“ the lervant of Roganaut-row, and tliat of 
“ Mr. Carnac, brought a letter to Madah- 
“ i‘ow, acquainting him, that they would 
fend a trufty perfon to confer with him 
“ upon fomc' matters, if leave was given. 

“ The Surdars read the letter, a.nd fent an 
“ anfwer by the fame perfon, that they were 
“ willing to ceafe hoftilities, until a perfon 
“ was fent. They, however, took care to 
keep a flrid: patrole round the Englifii 
camp all night. On the 1 5th, the Mar- 
“ ratta Surdars went to the trenches, and 
began firing again ^ but it v/as not an- 
“ fwered from, the Englifh camp. Soon 
“ after, Mr. Farmer (a gentleman who was 
“ fome time ago at your Highnefs’s court) 
came from the Englifh camp, and the 
fire of the Marrattas ^mediately ceafed. 

The Marrattas fent for him into the pre- 

“ fence. 
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* 779 ’ fence, and Mr. Farmer iaid to them, 
* We are only merchants. — When difpotes 
“ prevailed with you, Roganaut-row came 
to us, and demanded our protection. We 
thought he had a right to the govern- 
“ ment, and gave him our affiftance. No- 
** thing but ill fortune attends liim, and we 
** have been brought to this miferable Itate 
** by keeping him with us. You are mailers 
** to keep him from us. We lhall hence- 
forth adhere to the treaties that have for- 
mcrly taken place between us. Be plea- 
fed to forgive what has happened.’ 

“ The miniller anfwered, * Roganaut- 
row is one of us. What right could you 
have to interfere in our concerns with him ? 
** We now defire you to give up Salfette and 
** Balleen, and what other countries you 
“ havepoflefledyourfelves ofj’as alfo the Cir- 
cars, thole of the Pergunnahs of Baroch, 
“ &c. which you have taken in Guzzarat: 

adhere to the treaty made in the time of 
** Bajalee-row, and alk. nothing elfe.’ — 
** Mr. Farmer h^d this anfwer, and re- 
“ turned to his camp. While this negoci- 

“ ation 
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■*« ation was carrying on, 15,000 Marratta 1779. 
** horfe were fent againft fome out-pofts 
** where the Englifli had entrenched thena- 
felves, and fet fire to them, putting every 
one they met with to death. They dM 
** the fame at the fort of Choui, where the 
“ Englifh had fortified themfelves. I Iieard 
all this from Nana-Furnefo; whether it 
be true or falfc, I am not certain. 

■** On the 6th, at noon, Mr. Farmer tc- 
** turned, and told Schindiah that he had 
** brought a blank paper, figned and feakd, 

** which the Marratta chiefs might fill up 
" as they pleafcd. Schindiah told the nu- 
** nifters, that although they had it in their 
** power to make any demands they pleaied, 

" it would not be advifeable to do it at this 
** time. ^ For our making large demands 
would only fow refentment in their hearts, 

** and we had^bettcr demand only w'hat is 
neceflary. Let Roganaut-row be with us, 
and the treaty between us and the Englilh 
will be adhered to. Let Salfette and the 
“ Pergunnah in Guzzarat, &c. be given 
back to US. Let the Bengal army t«tum 

“ hack. 
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1779. ** back. For the reft, let us a<ft with them 
“ as is ftipulated in the treaty with Bajalec- 
“ ro^v j let the jewels mortgaged by Roga- 
“ naut-row be reftored, and nothing dc- 
“ manded for them. Let all thefe articles 
“ be verote out on the paper which they 
“ have fent.’ Which was accordingly done. 
“ It is likewife conditioned, that till this 
“ treaty is returned, figned and fealed' by 
“ the Governor of the Council and Seledl 
“ Committee, under the Company’s Seal, 
“ and till Salfettc and the other countries be 
given up, the nephew of Captain Stewart, 
and Mr. Farmer ftiall remain in the Mar- 
“ ratta camp, as hoftages for the due perfor- 
“ mance of the articles of this treaty.' 

“ The Englifli folcliers who have efcaped 
with their lives, fafted for three days, and 
“ are now in a miferable condition. The 
Europeans and Sepoys have all grounded 
“ their arms. — On the 17th the treaty was 
“ fent to the Marratta camp. The articles 
<* were written in Perfian, Marratta, and 
** Englilh, fealed with the Company’s Seal, 
“ and ftgncd by Mr. Carnac and feven offi- 

“ cers. 
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cets. After this the Marratta Surdars fent 1779, 
them vidluals, which they needed much, 

“ The Englifli marched out, efcorted by two 
“ thoufand Marratta horfe ; but Roganaut- 
“ row, not finding a lucky hour, did not 
** go to the Marratta camp, but will go af- 
“ ter twelve o’clock to-morrow.” 

Whether the ad of perfidy imputed in 
this letter to Roganaut-row was real or fic- 
titious, may admit of fome doubt. It is 
perfectly confonant to the fubtlety and ar- 
tifices of eaftern policy, to fup|:tofe that tliis 
charge was artfully infinuated to the Nabob 
of Arcot’s vakeel with a view of undermin- 
ing Ragobah in the favour of the Engliili. 

But the following particulars relating to 
this Marratta have been admitted on autho- 
rity that is unqueflionablc. While our ar- 
my lay encamped on the fields of Tulica- 
noon, Roganaut-row, who had a camp of 
his own feparate from oui's, feat notice to 
Mr. Carnac, the grand field-deputy, who • 
controlled all matters in this expedition, 
that he had difeovered three men in his 
camp, who, he had rcafon to believe, had a 

defign 
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*779« o*"* his life, and defired to know ho^i^t 

he might be permitted to difpofe of them. 
Mr. Carnac returned for anfwer, that he 
was at liberty to difpofe of them as he 
Ihould think proper. Whereupon Ragobah 
puniflied one of thefe miferable creatures 
with the lofs of his eyes ; another, with 
that of his tongue j and the third he depri- 
ved of both his legs by amputation. The 
laft unhappy fufferer foon died through lofs 
of blood. Ragobah affigned fome fanciful 
reafons why one of thefe victims fhould be 
deprived of the power of fpeech j another, 
of that of walking j and a third, of the 
fenfe of light. 

The failure of this expedition may be 
alcribed in general to that fludluation and 
indecifion which ufually charadlerife thofe 
counfels and meafures, which are diredled 
not by the energy of one prefiding mind, 
but by the jarring opinions and views of 
different and unconnedted individuals. Had 
the Bombay army marched towards Poonah 
either fooner or later, had they either ad- 
vanced to that feat of government in the 

favourable 
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favciufable circumftances already defcribfed; 1779. 
or waited for the jundlion of the army from 
Bengal, fuccelTs would have been certain. — 

Even under all the difadvantages which 
oppofed themfelves to the expedition from 
Bombay in November 1778, there is reafon 
to believe that the end for which it was 
moved would have been completely anfwer- 
ed, had not the Commander in chief been 
circumfcribed in his defigns and operations 
by the appointment of Field-deputies ; a 
meafure, the ‘bad effedts of which have 
been conftantly fliewn by experience. — 
Debate and execution arc in their nature in- 
compatible. The fuccefs of military ope- 
rations depends very much upon unity of 
command, without which there can neither 
be decifion, nor prompt and timely exe- 
cution. 

Mr. Carnac a/id Colonel Egerton, for 
Mr. Moftyn, the other member of the Poo- 
nah Committee, died on the march, having 
refolved that our forces ihould be recon- 
dudted to Bombay, fent a letter, bearing date 
the nth of January, 1779, to Colonel 
F Goddard, 
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>779* Goddard, ordering him not to continue his 
march to Poonah, but to return to Bengal, 
or to remain on the borders of Berar. In 
this letter the intended retreat to Bombay 
was not mentioned. 'I’he Colonel, after 
mature refledlion, notadtliftanding this or- 
der, and that a vakeel from the Marratta 
miniflers had arrived in his camp with a 
copy of the humiliating convention of Wor- 
gaum, determined to purfuc his deftination. 
He denied that tlie Poonah Committee had 
any authority over him, and declared his 
refoiution to execute his orders, from the 
Supreme Council, to march to Bombay for 
the fecurity of the Company’s pofleffions 
againft the dcli 2 :ns of the French. 

O O 


When Colonel Goddard fucceeded to the 
chief command of the Bengal detachment, 
he received a charge to renew the negocia- 
tion with Moodajee-Booflah, on the princi- 
ples of Mr. Elliot’s inftrudions, with full 
power to conclude a treaty. And the Go- 
vernor-general, in profecutlon of the fame 
views, wrote the following letter to the 

Maha- 
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Maha-Rajah’s prime minifter, dated at Cal- 1779. 
cutta the 23d of November, 1778. 

** In the whole of my condudl I have 
** dep arted from the common line of 
policy, and have made advances when 
others in my lituation would have waited 
for felicitations ; as the greateft advan- 
tages to which I can look, cannot in 
their nature equal thofe to which the 
profperous ifl'ue of our meafures may 
** condudl the Rate of the Maha-Rajah’s 
government. But I know the charac- 
** ters to which I addrefs myfclf. I truft 
** to the approved bravery and Ipirit of your 
“ chief, that he will ardently catch at the 
“ objedts prefented to his ambition; and to 
your wifdom, of which, if fame reports 
“ truly, no minifter ever poflefled a larger 
“ portion, that you will view their impor- 
“ tance in too clear a light to hazard a 
“ lofs of them, by attempting to take an 
“ advantage of the defire which I have ex- ’ 
prefiTed for their accompliftiment. This 
“ intimation is not fo much intended for a 
“ caution to you, as for an explanation of 

Fa nay 
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1779. ** my condudt to thofe who may be lefs able 
“ to penetrate the grounds of it.” 

Agreeably to the defigns of the Gover- 
nor-general, Colonel Goddard, with the 
detachment under his command, in the be- 
ginning of January 1779, croffed the Nar- 
buddah and encamped on the fouthern 
banks of that river within the territory of 
Berar, where he was furnilhed with caih, 
provifions, and draft-cattle for his artillery, 
and where he waited to be informed of the 
hnal refolution of Moodajee-Boollah. He 
deputed Lieutenant Weatherftone to Naig- 
porc, in order to prefs the Rajah to con- 
clude the propoled treaty and immediately 
to enter on its execution. But tliat prince, 
influenced by the conliderations above-men- 
tioned, remained inflexible : for which rca- 
ibn, Colonel Goddard, finding all his at- 
tempts to draw the Rajah into an alliance 
inefieifliial, atlvanced by quick mai'ches to- 
warvis Pootiah. But, on receiving the let- 
ter above-mentioned from Mr. Carnac and 
Colonel Egerton, he moved with hjs detach- 
ment from Brahampore on the 6th of Fe- 
bruary, 
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bruaiy, and, about the 20th of that months i779* 
he arrived at Surat, without having met 
with any oppofition, or fo much as ever 
feeing an enemy. For the Alarrattas had 
called i)i all their troops to oppofe the army 
from Bombay, and the convention with 
Mr. Carnac at Worgaiim, until it was dif- 
avowed in Bombay, had lulled them into an 
opinion that they were now in the polTef- 
fion of fecure profperity. 

An extreme fluftuation in the councils of 
Bombay had indiiced Mr. Haftings to con- 
fider the caufe of Ro?anaut-row as al- 

O 

moil: defperate. Thit feme chief fliould 
be placed at the head of the Marratta re- 
gency, who fhould condud; the government 
on the ground of alliance and fricndfliip 
with the Engliih, was a meafure which the 
prefent jundure of affairs rendered highly 
expedient; bur that a militai-y force fhould 
be font from Bengal to fupport the govern- . 
ment of Bombay, at all adventures, in op- 
pofition to the power and machinations of 
our enemies both in Europe and Afia, feem- 
ed neceffary to the prefervation of the 
F 3 Britifh 
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J779, Britifh fettlements in India. An embafly 
was therefore fent to incline the Rajah of 
Berar to unite his forces with ours, and to 
become a candidate for the fovereignty of 
the Marratta Empire. But, whether he 
fliould accede to this propofal, or chufe to 
remain inadlive, the Englifh commander 
was ordered in general to march acrofs the 
peninfula of Hindoftan, for the fupport of 
our friends on itsweftern lhores,in all events, 
againft all their enemies. While the ilTue of 
the negociation entered into with the Ma- 
hali-Rnjah was uncertain, to have intrufted 
the defign in his favour to the Prefidency 
of Bombay, could not have produced any 
good efFedts, but might have been attended 
with bad ones. The perfanal friends of 
Ragobah would have been alarmed and dif- 
gufted, and nev/ occalions of doubt and de- 
lay would have been prefented to men who 
had already Ihewn but too many fymptons of 
irrefolution. If the Rajah of Berar fliould 
grafp at the objedts prefented to his ambi- 
tion, there was nothing at Poonah to oppofe 
jdaufible and juft pretenfions, fupported by 
the united power of the Rajah and the Eng- 

lifti ; 
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Kfli : if he fhould not, the efforts of the 1 77 5, 
gentlemen of Bombay in favour of Rago- 
bah, however defultory they might be, ill 
timed, or unfuccefsful, would yet, in pro- 
portion to their extent, occafion a diverfion 
of the Marratta forces, and faciliate the ex- 
pedition under the command of Colonel 
Goddard. It is in this manner that fupe- 
riour acquire and maintain an afcendency 
over inferior natures, and without even be- 
llowing their confidence which might be 
abufed, convert them into inflruments of 
their defigns, merely by a fagacious antici- 
pation of the courfe of condudl they will be 
moft likely to purfue in given fituations.— > 

The views of Mr. Haftings, in this com- 
plicated affair were not more judicious and 
manly than fortunate. If the expedition 
from Bombay to Poonah tarniflied, in fome * 
meafure, the honour of the Britifh name, 
the fafe arrival of Colonel Goddaiu at Surat, 
ferved to retrieve it. 

The Governor-general, and Supreme 
Council, which the arrival of Sir Eyre 
Coote in Bengal on the 27th of March had 

F 4 made 
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1779, made complete, at the firft aflembly of the 
Board, refolved, if poflible, to conclude a 
lafling peace with the Marrattas upon the 
ground of the Poorunder treaty in 1776. — 
The perfon who was judged the fittefl mir 
niiler on our part, in a negociation for this 
purpole, was Colonel Goddard, now raifed 
to the rank as well as the command of a 
General. Having received in^lrudlions to 
ufe his utmoft endeavours to effedl a recon- 
ciliation, and communicated the powers 
with which he had been invefted to the 
minifters of Poonah, they deputed a vakeel 
to Surat Vvdth plenipotentiary powers for the 
negociation of peace. In the mean time, 
Ragobah, making his efcape from the of- 
ficers of Scindiah, who had charge of his 
perfon, and were conveying him to a place 
of confinement, fled to Surat, where he ar- 
rived before the vakeel from the Marrattas. 
General Goddard, at the famp time that he 
informed the Marratta government of this 
■ unexpedled event, agreed to afford this fu- 
gitive prince perfbnal protedlion. The 
Marratta meffenger returned from Surat to 
Poonah, and promifed to fend back a cater 

goricaj 
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gorical anfwer to our propofals within the 
/pace of three weeks. This period being 
elapfcd, the return of the vakeel to Surat 
piade known the only terms on which the 
Marratta chiefs would confent to conclude 
a peace, namely, “ That the Englifh lliould 
“ deliver the per/bn of i<oganaut-row into 
the hands of their vakeel, and make 
“ immediate rellitution of the Ifland of 
Salfette.” 

The negotiation for peace was now at an 
end : and General Goddard immediately 
prepared for the profecution of war. 

The ancient kingdom of Guzzarat is 
bounded on the north by the river Paddar, 
v/hich divides it from the the dominions of 
Perfia. It extends from the ocean on the 
weft, and where the land is indented by thp 
Gulphs of Caqibait and Scindy, eaftward to 
the confines of Malva and Chandeifti. It is 
watered by three large rivers which receive 
many tributary ftreams, the Mahi, the Nar- 
buddah and the Tapti. On the firft of thefe, 
where it falls into the Sea, ftands the city of 

Canibait, 
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1779. Cambait, on the fecond Baroach, and 00 
the third Surat : but the two laft, at the 
diftance of a few leagues from the ocean.— 
This fertile province, fo admirably fitted 
for commerce, and efpccially the town of 
Surat, has, from the earliell times, carried 
on a moft advantageous as well as extenfive 
trade in cotton, indigo, wheat and other 
grain, and alfo various manufactures . 

Guzzarat had been governed for ages by 
a fuccefiion of native princes, when, in the 
reign of Acbar, it w'as reduced into the 
form of a province of the Mogul Empire, 
The Mahommedan capital of Guzzarat is 
Ammedabad, the work of Achmed and his 
fucceflbrs, who enlarged, beautified, and 
raifed it to fplendour out of the ruins of the 
antient Hindoo cities, Chappanecr and Nar- 
valla. In Ammedabad we fee, at this day, 
the Mofque and tomb of Achmed its foun- 
der, built entirely of ftone and marble, and 
of fuch exquifile workmanfliip as to remain 
uninjured by the hand of time, although it 
has flood for four centuries. Ammedabad 
is fituated upon the call bank of a flream, 

thpugh 
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though fmall, yet pleafant, wholefome, and 1779. 
conftant. The walls, which ftill remain, 
are about fix miles in circumference, and 
there is a very wjde and deep ditch carried 
all around them. Befides this ditch, new 
works have been fince confirudled, where 
the original defences, either from decay or 
fituation, were judged infufiicient. There 
are twelve gateways, by which you pafs in 
and out of the city. Thefe gateways, and 
other parts of the walls, appear to have been 
adorned, at regular diftauces, with towers 
and cupolas, which in the days of its fplen- 
dour muft have equally contributed to 
ftrength and magnificient appearance. — 
Within the city, and upon the banks of the 
river, which is called the Sabremetty Nuddy, 
there is an extenfive enclofare diltinguifhed 
by the name of the Budder, which was 
formerly the royal refidence. This place 
has in former times been ftrongly fortified : 
and its fituation was fuch as to command 
the principal Buzars or market places, courts 
of Juftice, and the ftreets including the pa- 
laces of the chief nobles. But at this day, 
fo greatly has Ammedabad declined from 

its 
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*779' iplendour, that not more than a 

quarter of the fpace within the walls is 
inhabited. Without the walls, the fub- 
urbs, as is evident from infallible vefti- 
ges, mu ft have extended to the diftance of 
three miles round. Such was the flouriih- 
ing condition of the capital and whole pro- 
vince of Guzzarat under Mahommedan 
princes, fo late as the reign of the great 
Aurengzebe, who, towards the end of the 
laft century, extended his dominion over 
the whole peninfula of India within the 
Ganges, 

The influence of climate and foil, with 
other phyfical caufes, have a more fteady and 
fixed influence on the charafters of nations, 
than forms of government, laws, religion, 
or any thing that depends for its efficacy 
on a mere appeal to our moral nature. In 
two or three generations, it is obferved, the 
progeny of the Tartarian and Perflan con- 
querors of tlje plains of Hindoftan, are fub- 
dued by an enervating climate, and fink 
down with the effeminate aborigines of the 
pountry into floth and fcnfuality. The 

vigour 
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vigour of Aurengzebo fufpendei for a fpacc 
of thirty years, the fatal effects of luxury 
on the name and power of the Mah<Mnme- 
dan conquerors of Hindoftan. But the 
imbecillity of his fucceflbr^, confpiracies and 
civil wars in the centre of the empire, and 
a total relaxation of government in all its 
remote and extended provinces, univerfally 
encouraged the fuhordinate and tributary 
princes to aflert their independence on the 
Emperor; nor was the Soubah of Guzzarat 
found more . loyally attached to the Sove- 
reign Lord of India within the Ganges than 
the other chiefs, who in the time of Aureng- 
zebe had exercifed only delegated power. 

The ftrength of the Mogul Empire being 
broken by difmemberment and feparation, 
and habits of indolence having taken place 
of that vigour of charadter which had efla- 
bliflied the power and domination of different 
Mahommedan leaders, the Marrattas, under 
thecondudtofRajah Sahoo-row, iffuingfrom 
the mountains of the Deccan, and fpreading 
(laughter and defolation wliercver they di- 
redled their deflrudlive fleps, revenged on 

the 



94 ‘ MEMOIRS OF THE 

1779. the efFeminate fons the calamities inflifled 
by their warlike fathers. , Some, unable to 
Item the torrent, abandoned all to its refift- 
lefs fury. Others fought to purchafe pre- 
fent relief, and a precarious refpite from ut- 
ter ruin, by pecuniary tribute and territori- 
al conceflioii. In the province of Guz- 
zarat, which fell at this time under the 
power of the Marrattas, v/e find, accord- 
ingly, feme veftiges of the Mahommedan 
dominion at Surat and Cambait. Thefc places 
areflill under the government of Mahomme- 
dan princes, who ftyle themfelves Nawabs ; 
but their authority is confined within the 
walls of the cities, and even the fcanty 
revenue of this limited domain, they are 
obliged to ihare liberally with the Marrat- 
tas. The lofs of the capital Ammedabad, . 
which, after a vigorous refiftance was be- 
trayed into the hands of the Marrattas, was 
followed by an inftant and complete dif- 
folution of the Mogul authority. 

The defeendants of the Nawab Cum- 
maul-ul-dien, the family which was then 
dilpoflefifed of the government, now refide in 

obfeurity. 
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«bfcurity, upon a fmall eftate allowed them 
in the neighourbood of Pattan, under the 
protedtion and vigilant jealoufy of Futty 
Sing, reprefentative of the family of Gui- 
cowar, to whom the greater part of Guzzarat 
was tranfmitted by hereditary fjcccflion from 
Pillajee their original founder. This cliief, 
the grandfather of Futty Sing Guicowar, 
the prefcnt reigning Prince, was eminently 
diftinguifhed by his political as well as 
by his military talents. His important 
fervices in tlie field to Sahoo-row, Rajah 
of Setterah, were rewarded with the rich 
and extenfive kingdom of Guzzarat, the 
greateft part of which he liad himfelf con- 
quered from the Mahommedan princes who 
at that time governed it in the name of the 
Mogul Emperors or Kings of Delhi. But 
after the death of Pillajee, his fon and fuc- 
celTor Damajee, having repaired, for the 
purpofe of accommodating certain dif- 
ferences with the Marratta government, to 
Poonah, was treacheroufly confined, com- 
pelled to make a partition of his province 
with the reigning Pailhwa,and to enter into 
fuch other engagements as that Prince 

cho& 
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*779' chofe to prefcribe, before he could obtain 
his freedom. 

General Goddard, who was happily en- 
trufted with the whole condlidt of the war^ 
in the formation of plans as well as irt 
their execution, refolved to commence 
the campaign by the fettlement of fuch 
an order of affairs in Guzzarat, as fhould 
fecurc on our fide its importance to 
the general iffue of the conteft. Such 
an arrangement it was particularly ne- 
ceffary to make, previoufly to the ap* 
proach of the Marratta forces, left their 
prefence ftiould intimidate and draw over 
to the fide of the Paifhwa, the Prince 
Futty Sing Row Guicowar, whofe incli- 
nation at the beft couid only be fuppofed 
to be wavering between the two parties, in 
the caufe of one or other of which he 
muft, of neceffity, be involved. This ob- 
je(5t was to be accomplifhed only by one or 
• other of the following modes : Either to 
make an union of interefts with Futty Sing, 
or to reduce him under our power by the 
force of arms. To have adopted the laft 

of 
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of thefe meafures would have combined 1779. 
the prince in a common caufc with the 
Marratta government, and their united 
litrength, prefenting full fcopc to all our 
exertions, would have fo confined our 
operations, and exhaufted our refources, aj 
to render all hopes of any acquifition of 
revenue, or other public advantages, abor- 
tive. No prefent provifiou could have 
been made for the future prolccution of the 
war : the Province of Guzzarat muft have 
been laid wafle and deftroyed ; or, if we 
Ihould have been able to protect any part 
of it from utter defolation, it muft have 
been expofed to the conftant inroads of a 
predatory enemy. On the eve of engaging 
in a war with the moft powerful ftatc 
in Hindoftan, unfupported by any friend 
or ally, and uncertain of the real defigns 
of thofe powers that then profefted them- 
felves neutral, to conciliate and attach to 
our caufe fo powerful a chief as Futty 
Sing, was an objedt of the firft importance, 
and abfolutely neceftary for enabling us to 
commence hoftilities with any probable 
profpedt of fuccefs. 

VoL. I. G The 
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Ml 3 ' The General, influenced and actuated by 
thefe views, determined, if poflible, to ad- 
juft the fettlement of Guzzarat with Futty 
Sing in an amicable manner, although 
certain unpromiling circumftanccs naturally 
excited in his iriind an apprehenfion that 
but little confidence was to be placed in 
any promifes or declarations that the Ra- 
jah, in the prefent jundlure, might be in- 
duced to make, however friendly and fpe- 
cious in appearance. That Prince was 
reprefented, by fome individuals at Bombay, 
as a character naturally infinccre and per- 
fidious : and he, on his part, had but too 
juft caufe of retorting the charge of perfidy 
pn the Englifti. In the year 1775, when 
the forces from Bombay were in the field 
in fupport of the pretenfions of Roganaut- 
row, the Rajah, after a long negociation, 
carried on through the mediation of the 
Engliih commander, and. under the faith 
of the Company, was prevailed upon to 
rifque an interview', when he was forcibly 
made prifoner by Ragobah, compelled to 
agree to the payment of a large fum of 
money, and not fuffered to return to his 

capita} 
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capital until he had lent for his daugh- 
ter, a child of fix or feven years of age, 
and delivered her up as a fecurity for the 
performance of his engagemc.it. The- 
fear of meeting with a treatment fimilar to 
what he had before experienced, might well 
excite a doubt on the part of Futty Sing 
of, our proffered friendfliip. Thefe con- 
fiderations, joined to that dread which the 
Rajah muft naturally be fuppofed to enter - 
tain of the power and vengeance of the 
Marrattas, . prefented fuch difficulties as 
would have diverted a fpirit lefs vigorous 
and ardent than General Goddard, from 
the purfuit of his objed:. To this, liow- 
ever, the General continued to bend all 
his efforts with an addrefs, as well as an 
affiduous zeal, which fully proved the 
difinterefted views which governed his con- 
dud, 

The exclufive conqueft: of Guzzarat, 
and the ruin of Futty Sing, were tempting • 
objeds to private rapacity and ambition ; 
General Goddard preferred to both, the 
fatisfadion of procuring a folid and per- 
G 2 manent 


V9 

^ 119 - 



• oo 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


1779. manent advantage to the patriotic. The 
General, to patriotic virtue, added great po- 
litical addrefs a? well as military Ikill and 
prowefs. Senfible pf the gopd efFeds 
which the rapid mpvements and approach 
of the army would produce op the coun- 
fels of Futty Sing, he carried on the negO'^ 
ciation with that prince, without interr 
rupting the progrefs of the march. Vakeels 
conftantly paffed between the Englifli ar- 
my and Barodah, the capital of Futty Sing, 
a city recently founded upon the banks of 
the Bifwamuntry Nuddy, and fituated be- 
twixt the Mahi and the Narbuddah, about 
twelve miles fouth of the former. The 
Rajah was at length gained over to our 
views, and agreed to an alliance with the 
Company on the terms propofed to him. 
It was ftipulated, that Futty Sing thould 
be put in poffeffion of a country to be con- 
quered from the Marrattas, northward of 
the river Mahi, in exchange for an equai 
• portion of lands to the fouthward : an arr 
rangement by which the territories of the 
Rajah, as well as qur own, would be ren- 
dered compact, and united in one regular 

chain 
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chain of contiguous traOts of land, towns, lySOi 
and garrifons; This treaty was finally 
concluded on the 26th df January 1780, 
at a village called Condeala, about four 
miles from Barodah, and half way between 
that capital and our encampment. By 
this compact the peace of Guzzarat was 
fecured on the mofi; folid foundations j an 
immediate refourcc of revenue was pro- 
vided, and leifure was afforded to turn our 
arms to new and more neceflary, though^ 
perhaps, to lefs beneficial conquefts. The 
Oeneral, then, who had been ftrengthened 
by a fmall detachment of troops from 
Bombay, and taken the field in December 
1779, having in his route to Guzzarat 
concluded a treaty with Futty Sing-row 
Guicowar, by which that extenfive pro- 
vince was equally divided between him 
and the Eaft India Company, in conformity 
to his engagements to put that prince in 
pofleffion of the Marratta territories to the • 
north of the Mahi, marched from the 
neighbourhood of Barodah, and advanced 
towards Ammedabad, the capital of that 
part of Guzzarat which was in the poC- 

G 3 feffion 
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1780. feffion of the Marrattas. This placc» 
which was garrifoned by fix thoufand Arab 
and Sindia foot, and two thoufand horfe, was 
carried by a ftorm after a gallant and dcfperate 
refinance, in the morning of the 15 th day 
of February. Four hundred of tlic befieged 
were killed in the aflault. The greateft 
part of thefe loA their lives in the ditch and 
one of the gateways. The prelTure and 
confufion of the diftradted multitude (hut 
the gate againft themfelves, and drove tliem 
in heaps upon one another. In that helplefs 
fituation, their amunition being blown up 
in their cartouche boxes, all of them perifh- 
ed. No a6t of mercy which difeiplined hu- 
manity could extend to the unarmed and 
unrefifting was omitted. The prifoners, 
among whom were feme Arab officers, 
were treated with the utmoft clemency and 
indulgence. The wounded were received 
into our hofpitals, uled with all poflible 
tendernefs and care, and, afterwards in due 
time releafed. The found policy, as well as 
humanity of this indulgence to the conquer- 
ed in war, was exemplified, foon after this, 
by the adive. gratitude of an Arabian jem- 
. . madar 
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inadar in the ferviceof the Marrattas. An lySOi 
officer of the Bombay eftabliffiment, be- 
iongirig to a fmall party of Sepoys employed 
in the Concan, having fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, w^as fet at liberty through the 
intcrceffion of this Arab, who declared that 
he had no other motive of mediation than a 
grateful fenle of the humane treatment 
his countrymen had met witli from the 
Englilh commander at the fiege of Amme* 
dabadi 


On the 26 th of February, Ammedabad, 
with its dependencies, was formally tranf- 
ferred to Futty Sing; That this pl^e 
might appear as important an acquifition in 
the eyes of the Rajah as poffible, every 
precaution was ufed to prevent a general 
pillage; although the valour, and indeed the 
^difciplincd moderation of our men, was re- 
warded by a prize that fell into their hands 
without the knowledge of the General. 
But indeed the greateft part of the property 
belonging to the inhabitants had been con- 
veyed to places of lecUrity previoufly to the 
hege ; and almoft the whole of what remain- 
G 4 ed 
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1780. ed was the property of people conneded 
with the new fovereign. 

The General, leaving a garrifon for the 
fupport of Futty Sing, advanced on the 
2d of March to meet the forces of the 
Marrattas, aflembled to the number of 
forty thoufand, for the moft part horfe- 
men, who, being ignorant of what had hap- 
pened, were on their march to the relief of 
Ammedabad under the conduiSl of Scindiah 
and Holkar. The Engliih army eroded the 
Mahi on the 6th of March, and on the 8th 
encampedon the Bifwamuntry Neddy, about 
two miles from Barodah. The Marrat- 
tas, who had defeended from the Gauts and 
were advancing to that capital, moved off to 
the eaftward, about fourteen miles from this 
place, and nearly the fame diftance from 
Powan-Ghurr, a very ftrong fortrefs belong- 
ing to the Maha Rajah Scindiah, the moft 
powerful of the Marratta chiefs, fituated 
upon a lofty and almoft inacceflible moun- 
tain, which feparates the province of Guz- 
zarat from that of Mai va. While the op- 
pofite armies were encamped at theft dif- 
ferent 
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ferent ftations, Meffrs. Farmer and Stewart, jyJo. 
who had been left with Madajee Sciandiah, 
as hoftages for the faithful performance of 
the convention of Worgaum, arrived on the 
9 th of March in our camp with letters from 
that chief and Flolkar, containing general 
expreffions of their friendly fentiments, 
and of their inclination to live on terms 
of amity with the Englifli. As a proof 
of the fincerity of their profeffions they 
had liberated the Englifli hoftages, and 
conjoined thofe gentlemen in a commiffion 
with Abajce Shabajee, to make fuch a re- 
prefentation of affairs to General Goddard 
as might prepare the way for the re-eftablifh- 
ment of peace. The General, on his part, 
endeavoured by every affurance and argu- 
ment in his pow'cr, to imprefs the mind of 
Scindiah with a juft conviction of the fin- 
cere defire of the Englifh for peace, repre- 
fenting at the fame time the fentiments of 
particular and perfonal regard which his na- 
tion entertained for Scindiah himfelf, of which 
they were ready to give him the ftrongeft 
and moft convincing teftimonies. He fug- 
gefted fome conditions of mutual advantage. 
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1780. on which the Englifh were defirous of unit** 
ing with that chief in fettling the adminiftra- 
tion of the Marratta empire on a bafis that 
thould be fblid and permanent. But thould 
his attempts to eftablifli an union between 
his nation and Scindiah, which feemed to 
him not more defirable to both parties than 
natural and ealy, prove abortive, he alfo ex- 
preffed an inclination to enter into alliance 
with the prefent government upon fuch terms 
as the Engliih had a right to expedt, and 
to which they were ready to accede. 

While the General indulged the hopes that 
naturally arole out of thefe friendly andpro- 
miiing appearances, Abajee Shabajee return- 
ed with propofals from his mailer, more hu- 
miliating to the Englifli than thofe that had 
been made before by the minifter himfelf Na- 
na-Furneze. He required not only that Ra- 
gobah’s perfon ihould be delivered into his. 
hands but alfo that of Badj e-row his adopted 
Ion. Ragobah was torefide atjancy, on the 
allowance which Scindiah had before fettled 
for his fubfiftance, in a private Ration. The 
adminiilration was in future to be conducted 
by Scindiah in the name of Badje-row, who 


was 
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was jto be veiled with the dignity of Dewan 17S0. 
to Madah-rowthe Pailhwa an infant. There 
was not, in return for thefe conceffions, 
any mention made of the fmallell advantage 
to the Englilh. On the contrary, the inten- 
tions of Scindiah were, that we Ihould ad- 
here to the convention of Worgaum. 

♦ 

Terms that were judged dilhonourable 
previoufly to the campaign, in the midft of 
our prefent fuccelTes would have been juftly 
deemed difgraceful. Pacific meafures were 
of courfe interrupted, and military opera- 
tions renewed. Thele, on the part of the 
Marratta chief, confifted in endeavours to 
avoid, and on that of the Englifii in exer- 
tions to bring on an engagement. General 
Goddard, having twice advanced with the 
whole army, and encamped on the ground 
from which the enemy had precipitately re- 
treated, on the 2d of April, left his main 
army in camp, and, at the head of two hun- 
dred European infantry, ten companies of 
grenadier Sepoys, three battalions of Sepoys, 
two twelve and ten fix-pounder pieces of 
artillery, and the firll regiment of cavalry, 

with 
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1780. with the Candahar horfe, amounting to- 
gether to about feven or eight hundred^ 
formed and atttempted a plan to ftorm the 
Marratta camp. With this fmall force he 
advanced with great rapidity, yet in good 
order, and having palled their principal 
guard, which confifted of fix thoufand men, 
he immediately fell on their main army, 
drawn up to receive him in order of battle. 
The effedt of our artillery amongfl; their nu- 
merous cavalry was prodigious. Within 
an hour after the commencement of the ac- 
tion they retreated with confiderable lofs : 
and fo completely were they routed, and fo 
great the confternation that had feized them, 
that not a fingle horfeman appeared to iho- 
left our little detacliment in their return to 
the camp. 

The fuccefs of this party, fo greatly infe- 
riour in numbers to the troo|)S that retreated 
before the Marratta army ihe preceeding 
year, proved how much difciplinc and mu- 
tual confidence excel the defultory and ill di- 
redled force of the moft numerous battal- 
lions of untrained barbarians, and how much, 

the 
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the fate of armies and nations fometimes 1730. 
depends on a Angle mind. The calm and 
well-dire£ted courage of General Goddard 
was diffufed throughout the whole of the 
officers and foldiers under his command, 
and every adlion of this campaign was glo- 
rious to the Britiffi arms. It is impoffible, 
without fwelling theife memoirs beyond the 
limits propofed, to do juftice to the gallan- 
try of every individual who fignalized his 
valour in this expedition. Many and va- 
rious are the brave adtions that might be re- 
corded, butafeledionis necelTarily to be made 
of fuch as are not only meritorous in refped 
of the Ipirit from which they flowed, butim- 
portant in the effeds which they produ- 
ced. Captain John Campbell, of the Ben- 
gal eftablifliment, who had been detached 
with a foraging party to a confiderable dif- 
#ance from our camp, on his return with a 
large convoy of provifions, was attacked by 
Madajee Scindiah, at the head of twenty 
thoufand men,* the flower of the Marratta 
army. This officer immediately drew up 
his fmall force, wTiich confifted of two bat- 
tallions of Sepoys, and four field pieces, in 



no 
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1 7 go. the beftform that the time, the place, and 
dilpofition of the enemy would admit. The 
Marrattas were repulled with the lofs of 
near fix hundred men, a great part of whom 
were killed by the fire of the companies 
which flanked our line. Captain Camp- 
bell, after this remarkable adtion, joined Ge- 
neral Goddard, with his convoy perfedly 
entire, and without the lofs of a Angle 
man. 

Lieutenant Welfh, of the Bengal efta- 
blilhment, at the head [of the firfl: regiment 
of cavalry and a battalion of Sepoys, was 
detached, on the 3d of May, to furprizc a 
body of Marrattas fix thoufand ftrong. — 
The Lieutenant, when he had performed 
half his march, found, by calculating the 
time, that if he waited for the arrival of his 
infantry, he would not be able to reach th|^ 
enemies camp before break of day. He 
therefore adopted the fpirited refolution of 
advancing with the cavalry only. With 
this force he entered the Marratta camp, 
feized the enemies cannon, which he turned 
upon them in their flight, and put them to a 

complete 
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leoiiiplete and general route. In this 1780. 
encounter the commanding officer and a 
great number of the Marrattas v/ere llain. 

The conquerors became mafters of the 
flying army’s artillery, ammunition, and 
provifions. The vidory was decifive : 
and the redudlion of two forts by the fame 
party, foon after, with the defeat of feven 
thoufand Marrattas by Major Forbes at the 
head of two battalions of Sepoys, completed 
the conqueft of Guzzarat. The two 
armies continued on the confines of Guz- 
^arat and Malva until the month of May, 
when they feparated, on account of the ap- 
proaching monfoon. The Marrattas march- 
ed off to Ugein, the capital of the territories 
pf Scindiah, fituated in the high lands of 
Malva on the river Zepra, which falls, 
about two leagues from Mandoo, into the 
^'Narbuddah. The Englifh array jeturned to 
Surat, where they arrived in the beginning of 
June. Thus terminated the firfl campaign 
of what has been called the fecond Marratta ‘ 
war, in which General Goddard, having 
fucceeded in every attempt, reduced under 
|he power of the Eaft India Company a ' 

' territory 
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1780. territory yielding an annual revenue of thirty 
lacks of rupees. 

The brilliant fuccefles of this campaign 
difplayed, in the moft ftricking manner, the 
faperiority of our arms over thofe of our 
enemies in the eaft, and effeftually effaced 
the ftain they had contrafted from the 
late difafter at Worgaum. Thcfe, indeed, 
were the only advantages that could poffibly 
be gained over an enemy that would not 
hazard an engagement, and who, there is 
reafon to believe, had nothing more in view 
than to draw our force from the defence of 
our new conquefts, and to , exhauft our 
ftrength in an unprofitable purfuit of the 
Marratta army in the hilly regions of Mal- 
va. This fyflemof military operations, an in- 
ftance of that prudence and fagacity which, 
in the affays of both war and peace, mark 
the charadber of Madajee Scindiah among 
the Marratta chiefs and the other princes of 
■ India, and which, expanded and directed 
according to circumftances, is one day to 
fiibvert the domination of Europeans in 
Afia, would not only have laid open our 

late 
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Jlate acquifitions in Guzzarat to hoftile inva- 1780., 
lion, but even endangered the fafety of the 
prefidency of Bombay itfelf, which, at this 
time, was threatened with an attack from 
France. And, even on a fuppofition that 
our arms had penetrated to the very centre 
of Malva, and reduced under our power 
Scindiah’s capital, Ugein, they could not 
have obtained any advantage that might 
compenfate the rifque incurred by fo bold 
an attempt, nor have produced any event 
that might decide the general ilTue of the 
war. 

The defence of Guzzarat was committed 
to a detachment of our own troops, and a pro- 
portionable number of cavalry to be fur- 
nilhed by our ally Futty-Sing. The rainy 
feafon being over, hoftilities with the Mar- 
rattas were renewed. And the^’redudion 
of the ifland and fort of Bafleen, with that 
.of Tarrapore, Danow, and other places of 
ftrcngth, fituated on the Ihores of the Con- 
can, fecured to the Englifli, at the dole of 
1780, an extent of fea-coaft from Cambait 
to the mouth of the river Pen, which dif- 
VoL. I. H charges 
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1780. charges itfelf into the harbour of Bombay, 
a ipace upwards of three hundred miles. 

The fpirited exertions of General God- 
dard, were, in the mean time, ' feconded 
with alacrity and with vigour, by the Go- 
vernor-general of Bengal, who, finding it 
impracticable to reconcile the Marrattas, on 
proper terms, to peace, continued to pur • 
file their humiliation by policy and by arips. 
The principal revenues of the Marrattas a- 
rife from the annual tribute paid by the 
Rajahs of Oudepore, Joudpore, Zeynagur, 

. Bopaul, Narva, Bundlecund, and other 
Hindoo princes interfperfed through the 
province of Ajmeer, and to the northward 
of Malva. Thefc chiefs, who embrace 
every opportunity of evading their pay- 
ments, had now a favourable opportunity 
of affertiiig their independence. And, ac- 
cordingly, the Governor-general endeavour- 
ed ‘to unite them, under .the aufpices of 
England, into a combination againft their 
oppreflbrs. This plan, which was founded 
45n common fenfe, and feemed the mote fo- 
lid dial It hsd nothing in it complicated or 
' refined. 
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refined, neverthelcfs failed of fuccefs. Had 1780, 
this failure been confined to one or two of 
thefe chiefs, the difappointment of the Go- 
vernor-general’s hopes might be aferibed to 
Ibme of •thofe fecret motives which influ- 
ence the minds and hearts of men, and 
^which are not fo much objefts of conclu- 
five reafoning, "as of Ipeculation and con- 
jedlure. The extent of the eflfedb prompts 
an inquiry into an adequate caufe. 

Unity and confiftency, in almoft any fyf- 
tem of operation, whether military or poli- 
tical, are preferable to the moft artful ftra- 
tagems and profound views, now adopted 
and now abandoned. On this ground it 
will readily be admitted, that in the fludtua- 
tion of the Britifli councils, in the feparate 
views of our different prefidencies in India, 
in the difeordant interefts and paflions of 
the individuals of which thefe were compof- 
ed, and that want of due fubordinatictn and 
fyftem which might be expedted in a poli- 
tical corporation fo new in its origin as the 
Eaft-India Company, and formed into its^ 
prefent complexion and appearance by fo 
H 2 many 
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1780. many Angular accidents and wonderful e- 
vents j the man to whole lot it fell to take 
the lead in the condudt of affairs in Afia, 
while his nation was engaged in a general 
and complicated war, had to contend with 
difficulties of unufual magnitude! The 
meafures of the Governor-general were em- 
barrafled by the miniftry at home, and by 
his colleagues in i^ce abroad. Exagge- 
rated reports of our diftreffes in America 
and Europe, diffenfions in our councils in 
Afia, which loft the feafon of adion by of- 
ficial contefts, and an opinion, induftriouf- 
ly fpread over all India *, of the inftability 
of the Britifh adminiftration in the eaft, 
while they prepared a train for every fpark 
of ambition and difcontent, had a direct 
tendency to damp every attempt to fecure 
the public intereft, by alliances as well as 


* Ever ftnee the eftablifliment of the Supreme Council in 
1774, at Calcutta, the native princes of India pay the ut- 
‘ moil attention to the political changes in great Britain, fo 
far a^ thefe may be fuppofed to affeft the politics of that 
country and their Vakeels at the different Prcfidencics 
have orders to fend them all the news, from time to time, 
on that fubje£t. 

by" 



LATE WAR IN ASIA, 


ty arms. It is in thefe circumftanccs that 1780, 
we are to fearch for a folution of the pro- 
blem here ftated. Under an immediate ex- 
pectation of a change of men and meafures 
in our councils, and of fortune in our affairs, 
the Rajahs dependent on the Marrattas de- 
clined the opportunity which was fo well 
fitted to operate ‘on a fenfe of injury, as 
well as on ambition : and the military and 
political operations of our countrymen, in 
this part of the country, were confined to 
an alliance with the Ranah of Gohud, and 
the recovery of his territories from the do- 
mination pf thp Marrattas. 

The firfl of thefe objeCls being eafily ef- 
fected, Major Popham, in order to accom- 
plifh the laft, was fent to the affiftance of 
the Ranah at the head of two thoufand Se- 
poys, forty European artillery, a body of 
one hundred and twenty horfe, and four 
field-pieces. With this fmall force, the • 
Major, in the fpacc of a few months, drove 
the enemy, to the number of fifteen thou- 
fand, out of the Ranah’s country, purfupd 
this advantage, and compleated, by the re- 
H3 duCtion 
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jygo. dudion of fcveral forts, the conqueft of one 
of their provinces, producing an annual re- 
venue of fix lacks of rupees. Nor was this 
the only, or the chief fefvice, perfornlfed on 
this occafion, by this enterprifing and brave 
officer. 

The fortrefs of Gualior, in the dominions 
of Gohud, liad been for ages deemed im- 
pregnable, and here, as in a fecure and in- 
acceffible alylum, the Mahommedan con- 
querors of Hindoftan, in the days of their 
magnificence and power, had confined, as 
prifoners of flate, the vanquiffied rivals of 
their greatnefs. In a country where the 
authority of Great Britain depends upon 
the opinion entertained by the natives, not 
only of the fuperior genius of our country- 
men for war, but alfo of their good fortune, 
the conquefl; of Gualior, it was evident, 
would be equal to the mofi; decifive vidlory 
■ in the field. This place, which was fo ftrong 
both by nature and by art, could not be 
taken but by regular approaches : but the 
profound fecurity derived from this circum- 
ftance, might expofe the garrifon to fur- 

prize. 
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prize. It was thus that Gibraltar fell intp 17 So. 
the hands of our nation j and thus, too, it 
is poflible to be taken out of them. Never 
was there a conjuncture in which the re- 
duction of fuch a fortrefs as Gualior could 
be of more advantage to the conquerors, 
nor any in which a fitter inltrument was 
prelented to a mind that could make a dif- 
tinCtion between difficulties and impoflibi- 
lities> of attempting it. 

Major Popham, after his detachment 
had gone into cantonements on account of 
the rain, in compliance with the repeated 
Iblicitations of Mr. Haffings, prepared for 
an attack on Gualior with equal judgement 
and fecrecy j two perfons only being privy 
to his defign. Having received fome im- 
portant .information from a fmall party 
who found means to enter the place, one 
by one, at -different times, by night, he 
wrote to the Governor-general, informing 
him that the attack was to be made early 
the next morning, and expreflang his' hopes 
that, in cafe ©^failure, Mr. Haftings woul^ 
do him the juflice to declare, that it was • 

H 4 at 
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1780. at his defire he had undertaken an enterw 
prife, which, if it fhould mifcarry, would 
be denominated rath and impracticable j 
but which, if it fiiould be crowned with 
fuccefs, would redound as much to the 
honour of the Governor-general, by whofe 
advice it was undertaken, as of thofe by 
whom it Was carried into execution. Gualior 
was taken by furprife on the 4th of Auguft, 
1780, with the inconfiderable lofs of twen- 
ty Sepoys wounded. The Britifh colours 
planted on the walls of this fortrefs, figna- 
Vized the prudence and the ipirit of Major 
Popham, and rendered the Englifii name an 
object of refpeCt and of dread throughout 
Ilindofian. The whole country adjoining 
to G^oalior was immediately evacuated by 
the Marrattas. Had a detachment been 
formed in Gohud, previoufly to the reduc- 
tion of this fortrefs, as General Goddard 
had repeatedly advifed, and Mr. Haflings 
had propofed in the Supreme Council, a di- 
verfion of the troops under Scindiah from 
Cuzzarat might have been effeded by an 
invalion of the province of Malva ; and the 
chiefs with whom we contended, reduced to 

the 
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the neceffity of accepting terms of accom- 1780. 
modation. But, this opportunity of hum- 
bling- the Marrattas being loft, their hofti- 
lity to our countrymen was confirmed by 
the fucceflTes of Hyder-Ally’s arms in the 
Carnatic j and the exertions of Mr. Haf- 
tings were called from fuccefifes which he 
had not been permitted to imprmre, to the 
reparation of misfortunes which he had not 
occafioned. 

Hyder-Ally-Cawn was regent of the 
kingdom of Myfore, a dignity to which he 
had.raifed himfelf by abilities and by crimes: 
by valour and policy in arms, by intrigue, 
by treachery, and by blood. He was the 
fon of a Mahofnmedan foldier of fortune, 
who commanded a fort on the confines of 
Myfore, aad followed, of courle, the pro- 
feffion of arms. When he firft entered in- 
to the Rajah of Myforc’s fervice he was 
diftinguilhed by the name of Hyder Naig, 
or Corporal Hyder. He rofe by degrees to 
the command of the Rajah’s army; and, on 
the death of that Prince, he feized the reins 
jof government, under the title of Guardian 


to 
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17^0. to the young prince, whom he confined in 
Seringapatam, together with the whole 
royal l^ily j exhibiting them only, at cer- 
tain ftated jfeafons, in order to foothc and 
pleafe the people. He pofieffed great vi- 
gour of body and mind : but his manners 
were lavage and cruel i and he frequently 
inflamed the natural ferocity of his temper 
by intoxication. Like many other chiefs 
in India, with whom it is not accounted 
any difgrace to be ignorant of letters, he 
could not either read or write ; fo that he 
was obliged to make ufe of interpreters and 
fccretaries. The method he contrvied for 
aicertaining whether his interpreters made 
faithful reports of the letters they read, and 
if his fecretaries cxprelTed in writing the 
full and the piecilc meaning of what he 
communicated, difplays, at once, that fuf- 
picion which was natural to his lituation, 
and that fubtlety which belonged to his na- 
ture. He confined three different interpre- 
ters in l^arate apartments, who made their 
reafpedive reports in their turns. If all the 
three ihould make different reports, then hi^ 
would punifh them by a cruel death. If 

two 
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two fliould coincide in their report, and 1780. 
one differ from thefe two, then that cne 
v/ould fuffer death. But the interpreters, 
knowing their fate if they ihould depart in 
one lingle inftance from the truth, explain- 
ed, as might be expe< 3 :ed, the letters com- 
mitted to their infpe6lion with the utmoft 
fidelity. As to the method by which he 
difcovered whether his amanuenfes were 
faithful or no, he placed three of them, in 
like manner, in three feparate places of con- 
finement, and to each of them apart he dic- 
tated his orders. Their manuferipts he put 
into the hands of any of thofe that were 
about him who could read, from whom he 
learned whether his clerks had faithfully 
expreffed his meaning. When he palfed 
fcntence of death, he was on fome occa- 
fions, like the Dey of Algiers and other 
barbarian defpots, himfelf the executioner : 
for though he affeded to confider his army 
as his guards, he well knew that he reigned 
in their hearts not from love, but fear; 
mixed indeed with an admiration of his 
fingular addrefs and intrepidity. The force 
-of this man's mind, fuch is the advantage of 
■ (Vol. I.) nature 
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1780. nature over art ! burll through the preju- 
dices of education and the reftraints of habit, 
and extended his views to whatever Euro- 
pean improvements he deemed the moft 
fitted to lecure his government, to extend 
his empire, and to render his name immor- 
tal. He invited and encouraged every ufe- 
ful and ingenious manufadurer and artifan 
to fettle in his dominions, he introduced 
the European difeipline in his army, and 
laboured, not altogether without fuccefs, for 
the formation of dock-yards, and the efira- 
bliihment of a navy. 

At the fame time that he was fublime in 
his views, he was capable of all that mi- 
nute attention which was rteceflary forthdr 
accomplilhment. His ends were great; 
his means prudent. A regular ceconomy 
fupplied a fouice of liberality, which he 
never failed to exercife,. whenever an objed, 
which he could render in any (hape fubfer- 
vient to his ambition, folicited his bounty. 
He rewarded merit of eveiy kind, but he 
was particularly munificent to ail who could 
bring important intelligence. He hid his 

eyes 
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eyes Open oh the movements of his neigh- 1780, 
hours, as well as on every part, and almofl 
on every perfon within his dominions, — 
Hence he knew where to anticipate hoftilc 
defigns, and where to take advantages ; 
where to impofe contributions without 
drying up the fprings of induftry j and where 
to find the moft proper inftruments for his 
jrpofes, whether of policy or war. He 
iini]>e(T;ed, in perfon, every horfeman or Se- 
poy that offered himfelf to his fervice ; but 
with every officer of any note, he was in- 
timately acquainted. He made a regular 
diftribution of his time : and, although he 
lacrificed to the pleafures of life, as well as 
to the pomp of ftate, in bufinefs he was 
equally dccifive and perfevering. 

With regard to the perfon of Hyder-Ally, 
for every circumftance relating to fo diftin- 
guiffiqd a char^dler becomes interefting, he 
was of a middling ftature, inclining to cor- 
pulency, his vifage quite black, the traits of • 
his countenance manly, bold, and expref- 
five : and, as he looked himfelf with a, 
kan and piercing eye into every human 

face. 
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1780. face that approached him, fo he judged of 
men very lAuch from their phyfiognomy, 
connefting in his imagination a bafliful, 
timid, and wandering eye, with internal con- 
fcioufnefs of guilty adions, or pravity of 
intention ; but a bold and undaunted look, 
on the other hand, with confcious innocence 
and integrity . 

With fuch qualities, and by fuch arts as 
thefe, Hyder- Ally-Cawn raifed a fmall ftate 
into a powerful empire j and converted into 
a. race of warriors, an obfcurc, peaceable, 
and timid people. By alluring to his ftan- 
dard military adventurers, of all nations 
and tribes, but chiefly Europeans, when- 
ever it was in his power, and by training 
through their means his Myforean fubjeds 
to the ufe of arms, he extended his domi- 
nions, which were bounded on the eafl: and 
the fouth by the Carnatic, . and the plains 
of Combitore, and on the weft and north, 
by the Malabar regions, and the country of 
Ghatta and Bednore, acrofs the peninfula 
to Ac territprifes of Palnaud and Ganjam, 
• ' on 
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•n the coaft of Coromandel, and, cwi the 1780. 

Malabar fea, as far north as Goa. 

« 

The population of Hyder’s dominions 
has not been calculated on any principles, 
by which it could be afcertained with any. 
tolerable precifion. It is computed, that 
he could rai/e an army of three hundred 
thoufand men, and that his annual revenue 
was not lefs than five . millions of Britifli 
pounds. Emboldened by internal profpe- 
rity, as well as continued fuccefies in the 
fidd, Hyder ventured to encounter not only 
the Marrattas, but the Englifh. His wars 
with wdiom, though not fo produftive of ad- 
vantage and triumph as his contefts with 
other Indian powers of inferior confequence, 
yet improved him in the art of war, and nou- 
riftied in his breaft a paffion for conqueft. 

The court pf France very naturally con- 
fidering the year 1778 as a fit crifis for re- 
covering their influence,.and extending! tlicir' 
icommerce in India, difpatdhed Mi. Sh Lu- 
bin, as has been already lii^ntiofied, cm ak 
cmbafly to Hyder-Ally, with am'offefcfdf 

the 



tzS i^lEMOIRS OF THE 

1780. the alliance of the French nation, and their 
co-operation with him againft the Englifli. 
This St. Lubin was a perfon withouf any 
vifible fortune, who, by a long unfcttled 
refidence in India, had acquired an uncom- 
mon knowledge of the cuftoms, manners, 
policy, trade, languages, lituations, and 
dilpofitions of the leveral powers of that 
country, both native and European. From 
the ftation of a private foldier in the ifland 
of Mauritius, by genius, adlivity, addrefs, 
fluency of fpeech, and a neceffary fhare of 
aflurance, he rofe to the confidence and fa- 
vour of the French minifter, M. de Sar- 
tine, through whole influence he was dig- 
nified with a military order, and invefted 
with the foie direction of two large trading 
Ihips on the coaft of Malabar : a ftation 
which afforded a plaufible pretext fqr in- 
tercourfe with Hyder ; the oftcnfible objedl 
of which was commerce. 

The Chevalier carried out fome mern 
chandize with him, as wdl to ferve for a 
blind, as to fupply immediate necelfaries.— ^ 
But tho bulk of his lading confifted in 

arms 
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arms and ammunition of all kinds, proper 1780. 
both for the field and fortifications. In 
one of his velTcls, named the Sartinc, of 
eight hundred tons, mounting thirty guns, 
and which was more elegant, and had more 
accommodations than any fliip, perhaps, 
that was ever built, the Chevalier St. Lu- 
bin frequently entertained Ifyder-Ally, 
fome of the principal Marratta Chiefs, and 
certain Malabar Princes, in ftate ; exhi- 
biting, on thofe occafions, the colours of 
the Marrattas, and other powerful nations in 
India, provided for this purpofe in the city 
of Bourdeaux. 

The mailers of the lliips under the di- 
redlion of St. Lubin had orders to pay im- 
plicit obedience to all his commands. — ■ 

And lb much was this adventurer in the good 
graces of Hyder, that this prince fometimes 
difplayed the French flag, in return to the 
compliment of St. Lubin, on the walls of 
Mangalore, his principal fortrefs. Hyder, 
influenced by the reprefentations, and, en-. 
couraged by the hopes of military fuccours, 
from the French, was not unwilling to avail 
VoL. I. I himfclf 
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1780. himfelf of the fcattered ftateof the Compa- 
ny’s troops, the redudtion of the Nabob of 
Arcot’s army, and the impoveriflied ftate of 
his finances and country, in order to gratify 
his inveterate refentment againft the nabob, 
revenge former hoftilities and infractions of 
treaties, and recent injuries as well as aCts 
of contempt on the part of the Prefidency 
of Madras *. But ftill there was room for 
hefitation. 

The Englifli government in India, in- 
Itead of flirinking from the dangers of war, 
had attacked the French among their other 
enemies in that quarter, even before hofii- 
lities, though announced, had actually com- 
menced in Europe. Cliandernagore had 
yielded to the Englilii arms in Bengal; 
and Mahee on the coafi; of Malabar ; Pon- 
dicherry, notwithfianding the exertions 

* In addition to the feizure of llie Gantoor Circar, aU 
mentioned, and the detaching of a force towards 
Adoni, the capital of Bajalet Jung, for the defence of that 
chief againft the refentment of his brother, the Nizam, 
and Hyder-Ally, that force was dircfled to march through 
a territory belonging to Hyder, although by a finall cir- 
cuit his country might Iiavc been entirely avoided, 


of 
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of Mr. Bellecombe in the Carnatic. The 1780. 
ihips of the French were feized, and their 
fleet, under Monfieur de Tronjolly, put to 
flight by the Britifli fquadron commanded 
by Sir Edward Vernon *. The difgrace at 

Worgaum 


On the 8th ofiAu5;nf1:, 1778, the Alaclras army, under 
General Munro, encamped on the red hills, a league dil- 
tant from the back of Pondicherry. On the morning of the 
9th General Munro fummoncd General Bellecombe to fur- 
render the town and fortrefs of Pondicherry to the troops 
which he commanded. Upon this, Monfieur Bellecombe 
immediately fjnt orders to Monf. Tronjolly to weigh, 
and attack the Britifli fquadron, an order which was forth- 
with obeyed with great alacrity. The Rnglifh fquadron, 
confifling of five fail, incluJinj the Cormorant Sloop of 
War, appeared working up from the northward : that of 
the French, confifling of a ti c q «ivt 1 number of fliips, but 
larger, having a fuperiority of thirty-fix guns, and feven 
hundred men, flood to the Southward in order to preferve the 
weather-gage, and anchored at the diflance of two leagues 
from the fliore. An aftion commenced on the loth, which 
was continued, with great heat, for fev^enty-four minutes. 
Three of the French fquadron, bawling their wind, ran to 
the fouthward, full fifteen minutes before the adion ceafed 
between the capital fliips. After the whole French fquadron 
had, with all their fails fet, quitted the field. Sir Edward 
Vernon’s fquadron remained fifteen minutes on the fpot 
where they had engaged, as if deliberating whether to pur- 
fue the enemy, or bear away in order to refit. They chofe 
the latter alternative, having firil fpliced their cordage and 
I 2 mended 
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1780. Worgaum had been effaced by fubfequcnt 
fuccefTes, and the Englifh name was yet an 
objcdt of dread to moft nations in India. 

In fuch circumftances as thefe, Ilyder 
Ally, whofe charafteriftical caution, it may 
realbnably be prefumed, was not diminiflicd 

mended their fails. In this a<5lion there happened a very 
remarkable incident ; one broadfide from the Rippon, 
pierced the hull of the ilriiTon in thirteen places with heavy 
metal. 

Jt is a commonly received opinion, that the Englifh mode 
of firing at the hull is the bed principle of conducliug a 
naval engagement. It is in order that this opinion may 
be examined without prejudice, by our naval ofiicers, that 
this intelligence refpcdling the engagement between Vernon 
and TronjoJI) , and particularly what follows, is inferted. 
The French fquadron, flying to the windward, carried every 
fail and rope with which tlicy entered into action The 
Englifli kept the fca as vidors, but fo mauled in their 
fails and rigging, that for a confidcrable time, they were 
unable to purfue, or even to fail before the wind. Had 
only the quarter-deck, and fome gf the upper guns been 
levelled agalnd the rigging of the enemy’s fhips in the ac- 
. tion, they could not have cfcaped. This intelligence was 
communicated, and obfervation made, by an Englifh gen- 
tleman who happened to be a paflTengcr on board the Briilbn, 
a French fliip bound from Point L ’Orient to Pondicherry, 
which had call anchor in the road of Pondicherry when the 
adion above deferibed commenced. 


by 
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‘ by his advancement in years, was divided be- 1780. 
tween doubt and inclination. But in this ftate 
of mind he liftened with fond partiality and 
pride to the conftant faggeftions of his eldeft 
fon Tippoo, into whofe breaft Hyder had 
infpired an early love of glory, and hatred 
of the Englilh. The ardour of this youth, 
who had aflunied the title of Warrior 
re-adted with energy and with fuccefs on 
the foil from whence it originally fprung, 
and 'reftored the vigour of fading nature. — 
Prudence was quickened by courage, and 
courage was tempered with prudence. — 
Whether the quadruple alliance, mentioned 
above, was firft propofed by Nizam-Ally- 
Cawn, Soubah of the Deccan, as has been here 
flated, on that prince’s own authority, or 
that it originated, as has been affirmed by 
others, in the court of Hyder- Ally; certain 
it is, that a negotiation for that purpofe be- 
gan to be carried on fo early as the liege of 
Pondicherry. At this time it was general- 
ly believed throughout India, that Hyder 
meditated an attack on the Carnatic. But 
that political warrior fufpended the execu- 

* Bahauder. 

I ' tion 
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1780. tion of his defign until a treaty was framed 
and ratified, by which, at the fame time 
that he fhould invade the Carnatic, the 
Nizam ihould attack the northern Circars ; 
Moodajee Booflah, Bengal j and the Mar- 
rattas, commanded by Madajee Scindiah and 
Tukajce Holkar, continue the war againft 
the Englifii. 

In the month of May, 1779, an invafion 
of the Carnatic v/as determined, and, at 
Hyder’s Durbar, became the fubjedl of com- 
mon converfation. An army was afl’embled 
in June, 1780, horfe and foot, to the num- 
ber, as has been computed, of an hundred 
thoufand. Hyder now made no fecret of 
their deftination, but endeavouring to in- 
fpire into his officers and foldiers the fame 
vengeance which fired his own breaft, he 
talked of the pride and the perfidy of the 
Englifli, expatiated on thE difien lions by 
which they were torn, and the dangers with 
which tliey were threatened, and vowed tliat 
againft the next monfoon there Ihould not 
be a white face in the Carnatic. Breath- 
ing fuch ientiments, and ufing fuch expref- 

fions 
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Hons as thcfe, he moved onward, with his 1-780. 
troops, to the Ghauts, or Pafi'es *, that 


* It is, perhaps, a iingular appearance, in the natural 
hirtory of the world, that the vail rulge of mountains, 
wliicli, extending from Cape Comorin to the Eaft-Iadia 
Company’s Northern Circars, feparate the Coromandel 
coail from that of Malabar, do not gradually culmiiiatc, 
as they recede from the level of the ocean, but rife on ci- 
ther coaft abruptly to their greateflf height, and form a Hn- 
pendous bahs to a vaft plain ilretching along their top. — 
They do not, like moft other ranges of hills, rcfcmble the 
roof of one of our houfes, but rather that of an eaderu 
palace ; and form a natural terrace, undoubtedly the no- 
blcft in the world. It is not here intended to fpeak with 
geometrical exadnefs. In that immenfe plain fupported by 
tlic chain of mountains which divide Hindofean, beautiiul 
eniinences every where arife, covered \*.i:h Mango and 
other tree-s, which are green all the year round : but flill 
thefe bear no proportion to the level fpace which they di- 
verhfy* On this plain, the Marrattas, the MyfcrcariS, and 
other nations, that may be, not improperly, termed the 
Highlanders of Ilindoftan, breed and train up their horfes. 
In the northern countries of Europe, the, foil is commonly 
the more fertile the lower its fituation ; becaule, in elevat- 
ed htaations, the air becomes too cold for vegetation. But 
in this climate, elevated dtuadon is rather favourable to 
vegetation, at lead to mod vegetable produdions : and the 
plains here deferibed are for the mod part as fruitful and 
verdant as any in the kingdom of Bengal. It is in thofe 
high lands that we meet with the mod warlike tribes in In- 
dia. Here, as in other countries, if wc confine our ob- 
fervations to the native powers, the Gods of the hills have 
generally prevailed, in all conteds, over the Gods of the 
plains, 

I 4 open 
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J780. open a communication/ on either hand, be- 
tween the high lands that divide the penin- 
fiila of Hindoftan, and the Low Countries, 
here and there indenting the hills on the 
courfes of great rivers, and expanded and. 
united in vail plains towards the ocean. — 
The boundary by which nature had mark- 
ed the land, recalled to the mind of Hyder 
all the dangers attending an expedition into 
the country of fuch an enemy as the Eng- 
liOi. He halted for fcvcral days, and held 
frequent councils w'ith his chiefs, or cawns, 
in which he deliberated tvhether he fliould 
enter tlie Carnatic now% or wait till another 
leafon, when he fliould be flrengthened by 
additional forces from I'rance. The chiefs 
attempted to difluade him from war at that 
time, mixing with the conclufions of rcafon 
many fentiments of fuperllition. But Tip- 
poo Saib conftantly urged, in this military 
fenate, the fpirit of the troops, the courage 
that animates offenllve operations, the ad- 
■ vantages of furprize, the defcncelefs ftate of 
the Carnatic, the difficulties which the 
Englifh would fiiid in affembling their ar- 
my*, the power of the Marrattas and their 

other 
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Other allies, and the obligation of a facred 1780, 
treaty. With regard to the fuccours pro- 
mifed and exped:ed from France, that ad^ 
vantage would, in all probability, be balan- 
ced by fuccours fent from Great Britain to 
the Englhh. That there was difficulty and 
danger in tlie paths they were about to tread 
he readily allowed ; “ But when,” he alk- 
ed, ” were they to wage war with their 
“ enemies if they avoided danger ? ” At 
this fentiment, expreffed by Tippoo with a 
noble and fafeinating air, which touched 
every heart, and transfufed his ardent zeal in- 
to the minds of all who faw and heard him, 
Hyder embraced his fon with tears of joy, 
in the prefence of the whole alTembly. He 
now ordered the laft letters which he had 
received from his Vakeel at Madras to be 
read aloud in the hearing of his chiefs and 
principal officers, in which he confirmed, 
with many additional circumftances, what 
he had before reported : the difeordant fen- 
timents that prevailed among the Engliffi, 
the rapacity of their difpofitions, the felf- 
illinefs of their views, their unconcern about 
the public welfare, their difregai'd to mili- 

tary 
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1780. tary preparation, and their boafts that Hy- 
der-Ally durft not fo much as meditate an 
invafion of the Carnatic. Ail were unani- 
mous that the troops fliould proceed ; and, 
accordingly, this vaft body poured dovVninto 
the Carnatic about the middle of July, 1780. 
After laying wafte the open country, plun- 
dering feveral towns, among which ^^'ere 
Conjeveram and Porto Novo, and reducing 
feveral forts without relilcunce, he laid fiege 
to the town and fortrefs of Arcot. 

The Britillifubjedts in Madras, as well as the 
rejft of their countrymen in India, had long 
waited in anxious fufpenfe for the. approach 
of that ftorm which had broken on the 
heads of their countrymen in America and in 
Europe j and the man whom they had def- 
tined in their imaginations to diredl the firll 
efforts of its fury, tvas Kyder-Ally. But 
week having elapfed after v/tek, and month 
after month, without any appearance of 
hoftilities, a fupine liftleffnefs and uncon- 
cern appeared to have fallen on all orders of 
men, even thofe not excepted whofe office 
it was to be vigilant for the public fafety : 

when. 
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when, on Sunday the 24th of July, 1780, 1780. 
late in the evening, an alarm was given 
throughout Choultry Plain, that Hyder-r 
Ally’s horfe were at the Mount Almoft 
all the families in the fuburbs and neigh- 
bourhood of Madras moved that night into 
the fort j and, in the courfe of a few days, 
not an houfe was inhabited beyond the 
Ifland, except the Government Garden- 
houfe, which the Governor gave up to the 
General, who had it guarded by two field- 
pieces, with artillery, and a company of 
Sepoys. Frelh alarms were received every 
day, and although the Governor, as well as 
others, endeavoured to conceal the intelli- 
gence by which thefe had been occafioned, 
the public had good ground of apprehen- 
fion ; which was not a little heightened by 
the fupinenefs of the Governor, and the in- 
difference and contempt which was enter- 
tained by thof6 in power, of Hyder, and all 
his army. The burning of all the villages , 
between the Mount and Madras, and the 


* An hill, on the fummitof which Hands a Portugueze 
church, about nine miles from Madras. 


de- 
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1780. depredations committed at St. Thomas, did 
not excite thofe public exertions which 
men, anxious for the prefervation of all 
that is dear to them naturally expected. — 
It was the faihion to treat the name of 
Hyder with fcorn ; and many affedled to 
look on thofe parties of horie as mere ban- 
ditti. 

In the mean time, Hyder-Ally-Cawn, 
at the head of about one hundred thoufand 
men, having entered the Carnatic and re- 
duced feveral inferior forts, had begun to lay 
liege to that which was not only the ca- 
pital of the province juft mentioned, but 
one of the moft convenient polls that could 
be imagined for carrying on various military 
operations againft the Englilh. 

The troops which the Prefidcncy of 
Madras had to oppofe to this* force, which 
.did not amount to lix thoufand, happen- 
ed, at this critical juncture, to be diftribut- 
ed in the following manner ; — At Fort St. 
George, one regiment of Europeans, two 
battalions of Sepoys, and one company of 

markfmen 
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markfmen j at the Mount, the artillery, 1780. 
commanded by Colonel James, conlifting 
of three hundred and fifty men with offi- 
cers, forty-two field-pieces, five cohorns, 
and four battering cannon: in the fort of 
Poonah-Mallee, his Majefty’s 73d regiment 
of foot, nearly feven hundred ftrong, under 
the 'command of Lord Macleod : at Pondi- 
cherry, under the command of Colonel 
Braithwaite, one regiment of Europeans, 
and one of native cavalry, four battalions of 
Sepoys, and ten field pieces: under Colonel 
Baillie to the northward at Ellorc, two com- 
panies of European infantry, three batta- 
lions and fix companies of Sepoys, with ten 
field-pieces j and a detachment command- 
ed by Colonel Colby towards the fouth, 
conlifting of five hundred cavalry, and 
fifteen hundred Sepoys with four field- 
pieces. 

The artillery, with a detachment from 
Madras of one company of European grena- 
diers, and one battalion of Sepoys, one com- 
pany of markfmen, were ordered to join the 
troops at Poonah-Mallee, and an encamp(|f 

ment 
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1780. ment to be formed there, under the com- 
mand of Lord Macleod. Thefe troops 
were then ordered to marcli to St. Tho- 
mas’s Mount, and there to be joined by the 
detachment under Colonel Braithwaite. — 
The forces drawn together at the Mount, 
and compofing the main army, were to be 
put under the command of Generaf Sir 
He(flor Monro, and to march to Conjeve- 
ram, where they were to be joined by the 
detachments under the orders of Colonels 
Baillie and Colby. 

Ilf purfuance of this plan. Sir HcvSor 
Monro, being informed that Lord Macleod 
had reached the Mount with the troops 
under his command, and that Colonel 
Braithwaite had arrived with his detach- 
ment from Pondicherry, font an exprefs to 
Colonel Baillie, at this time at Gumero- 
ponda, about twenty- eight njiles N. N. W. 
of Madras, to proceed from thence directly 
• to Conjeveram, and not to the Mount as 
was at firft intended j and, on the 2 5th of 
Auguft, in the afternoon, accompanied by 
!!lMr. Whitehill, the Governor, Mr. David- 

fon, 
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fon, a member of the Council of Madras, 1780, 
and the lecond Ion of the Nabob of Arcot, 
joined the army, which was ordered to 
march towards Conjevcram at two the next 
morning. 

But when the troops were under march- 
ing orders, the lirft regiment of cavalry pe- 
remptorily refufed to move without money. 

On this, Captain Dugald Campbell receiv- 
ed, for the payment of this regiment, two 
bonds from the Scledt Committee,, one pay- 
able in one month, and the other in two. 

But thefe written obligations did not fatisfy 
a body of men, who, at the time they were 
about to rifque their lives in the public fer- 
vice, had, many of them, large families, 
which they muft leave behind them unpro- 
vided with the neceflarics of life, and who 
were not lefs than fourteen months in ar- 
rear. Tliey demanded fome ready mo- 
ney, with intimation that they would not 
march without it. The firft rcijiment of • 
cavalry, therefore, with the exception of the 
commiflioned and non-commiffioned na- 


tive 
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1780. tive officers, were made prifoners, and fent 
under a guard to Madras. 

The main army, then, coniifting of fif- 
teen hundred Europeans, and four thoufand 
two hundred Sepoys, with tlie train of ar- 
tillery already fpecified, proceeded frorrrthe 
Mount towards Conjeveram, early in the 
morning of the 26th of Auguft. 

In this march, two hundred men belong- 
ing to his Majefty’s feventy-third regiment 
of foot, overcome by fatigue and the heat 
of the day, were left lying on the road. On 
the arrival of our men at Conjeveram, on the 
29th, we found the whole town iii flames, 
which had been raifed before our arrival 
by the enemy’s cavalry, great bodies of 
which, advancing towards the town ftill 
appeared on both their flanks. It was a fe- 
vere mortification to the vwhole of our lit- 
tle army, to find no appearance, at this 
place, of Colonel Baillie’s detachment from 
the northward, which, as afterwards ap- 
peared, had been detained on the northern 

. banks 
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banks of a fmall river, by an accidental fall 17U0. 
of heavy rains. In this incident we have a 
moft remarkable proof and example of the 
danger of procraftination, and on what mi- 
nute circumftances and fudden fprings of 
the mind, the fortune and the general ilfue 
of H-ar may depend. Had Colonel BailUe 
pafled over the TripalTore, without halting, 
as fome advifed, and encamped on jts 
fouthern, inftead of its northern banks, the 
difafter that foon followed would have been 
prevented, and an order of afExirs, wholly 
different from that which in fadt took place, 
would have fucceeded< 

Hyder-Ally, informed of the movements 
of the Englilh army, raifed the liege of At- 
cot, marched towards Conjeveram, in the 
neighbourhood of which he encamped, and, 
in the courfe of feveral days, at different 
times offered battle^ 

■On the 6th of September^ he detached 
the flower of his army under the command 
of his Ion Tippoo, a manoeuvre that did not 
efcape the obfervation of the Eng|ifh army, 

VoL. I. K to 
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1780. to cut off the detachment under Colonel 
Baillie, who was now encamped at Peraqa- 
baukum, a fmall village, diftant from the 
main army about fifteen miles, remaining 
himfelf in the neighbourhood of Conjeve- 
ram, in order to watch the motions of Sir 
Hedtor Munro. The detachment inder 
Tippoo confilled of thirty thoufand horfe-, 
eight thoufand foot, and twelve pieces of 
artillery. 

About ten in the morning a general can- 
nonade was heard from the quarter of Co- 
lonel Baillie’s encampment, which left not 
a doubt that the Colonel’s detachment was 
attacked by Tippoo Saib. Upon this, the 
General 4 nftantly ordered the troops under 
arms, and marched them on the Perambau- 
kum road, about two miles to the north- 
ward of the Conjeveram Pagodas. In the 
mean time. Colonel Baillie, with his ufual 
bravery, repulfed the numerous body that 
had been fent againft him for leveral timte, 
in an adlion that lafted for feveral hours, 
with veryigreat daughter. They ftill, how- 
ever, upon his party, with an evident 

intention 
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intention to renew their attacks whenever 1780. 
they fliould find a favourable opportunity : 
fo that he judged it necelTary to advife the 
General of his fituation, and to inform him 
that he had been fo harrafled, and was Hill 
fo clofely prefled by the enemy, and fo much 
in Vant of provifions and ammunition, aS 
to have doubts of his being able to efiedt a 
jundtion. 

Sir Hedtor Munro, having received this 
intelligence on the 6th inftant, ordered, on 
the 8th, the following detachment to the 
relief of Colonel Baillie, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant- Colonel Fletcher: One 
grenadier company, commanded by Lieute- 
nant Lindfey j one company of light infan- 
try, by Captain Baird of the 73d regiment j 
two European companies of grenadiers, the 
one commanded by Captain Phillips, the 
other by Captain Ferrierj the native markf- 
ifien, amounting to the number of fixty, 
’%nder Lieutenant Muat ; five companies of 
Sepoy grenadiers, under Captain Rumley ; 
and five under Captain Gowdicjiand nine ca- 
mels laden with ammunition, t^ether with. 

K 2 ^ th* 
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1780. the doolies of the army. At half paft eight 
in the afternoon, this detachment, leaving 
the grand army, proceeded on their defti- 
nation. On the 9th, at one o’clock in the 
morning, they halted for half an hour in 
order to rcfrelh the men with a dram and 
bifcuit. 

At this time they were informed the 
Hircarrah, or meflenger, who had come 
from Colonel Baillie, that fome of Tippoo 
Saib’s parties were not at a greater diftance 
from them than from two to three miles. 
The gallant Colonel Fletcher, who, to the 
utmoll perfonal intrepidity added the found- 
ed judgment, and quick as well as profound 
difeernment and penetration, could not help 
exprefling a deflre of making a diverfion in 
favour of Colonel Baillie on that quarter : 
but his orders were fo pointed, that he could 
not deviate from them. 

And here it is natural to refledl on the 
inconveniences that frequently attend precife 
and percm|^iy orders, in the complicated 
and fluitu^ng feenes of military operation. 

• Con- 
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Conjun<ftures may arife in which the tranf- 1780. 
greffion of orders may lead to certain fuccefs 
and vidlory, and in which a rigid adherence to 
them, on the other hand, would involve cer- 
tain defeat and ruin . Hence the great advan- 
tage of perfedt concord and confidence among 
the principal officers of an army, and the pro- 
priety of allowing to the leaders of parties a la- 
titude of adting according to circum fiances 

* In the Introdudlion to Cunningham’s Hiftory of 
Great Britain lately publifhed, which abounds with new 
and curious anecdotes, we meet with the following. In 
the battle of Malplaquet, Colonel James Campbell, 
Lieutenent to the Earl of Stair, iignaUzed his valour in 
iiglit of both the armies ; for vvliile the vitflory was yet 
doubtful, he' rufhed with great fury againft the enemy 
with a party of his men, and cutting all before him, opened 
a Way through the midft of the enemy, and returned by the 
fame way to his friends. The fuccefsful bravery of this 
youth, encouraged the confederates, diiheartened the enemy, 
and contributed not a little to turn the whole fortune of the 
day. Whether through envy, or from whatever caufe, the 
bravery of Campbell ^Vas, by fome of our officers, made an 
objed of cenfure. Prince Eugene, who greatly admired 
fo gallant an aflion, and who conceived that a jundlare 
might exift in which tranfgreffion of rule^ might be julH- 
fied by emergencies, thought it not fufficient that Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Campbell (honld pafs uncenfured, but return- 
ed him his thanks for exceeding his orders, on the day af- 
ter the battle in the face of the army, General 

Sir James Campbell, who loll his life, in ^ advanced age, 
commanding the Britifh horfe at Fontenoy. 

K 3 


After 
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jySo. After the aftion of the 6th inftant, in. 
which the lofs fuftained fell prencipally on 
I lyder’s beft troops, moft of his officers ad- 
viicd him to retreat, as they feared the ad- 
vance of the main body of the Englilh. — 
Bdt Hydcr, who had exadt and conftant in- 
telligence of every thing that was done in 
the Englilh camp, determined to purfue 
offenfive meafures. He knew the hour that 
Colonel Fletcher was to march, for the 
reinforcement ot Colonel Baillie, the ftrength 
of his forces, and that he had no cannon.-— 
He made a moft mafterly movement, and 
muft inevitably have intercepted Colonel 
Fletcher’s detachment, had not Fletcher, 
falpedting his hircarrah, changed his route, 
and taken a fweep to the right, by which 
he joined Colonel Baillie without oppo- 
fition. 

On the news of this jdndlion. Count 
Lally, who commanded Hyder’s artillery, 
went to him, and ftrenuoufly advifed him 
to retreat, and crofs the Polaar, reprefenting 
the inveitable deftrudtion in which his army 
muft be ini^lved by a contrary condudl. — 
^ Hyder 
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Hyder liilened to the arguments of the 1780. 
Count, and appeared to approve of the 
meafure he had propofed, when two hircar- 
rahs came in from Conjeveram, and affured 
him not only that our army was ftill there, 
but tha1r they were not making any prepara- 
tions to move. This appeared fo extraordi- 
nary to Lally that he fufpedted they were 
betrayed by their hircarrahs, and ftill urged 
the neceffity of retreating with the infantry, 
and carrying off his guns. But Hyder, 
who depended on his information, ordering 
a body of irregular cavalry to amufe our 
army at Conjeveram, determined to advance 
ah 5 attaf k Colonel Baillie. 

Colonel Fletcher’s detachment joined Co- 
lonel Baillie on the 9 th of September, at half 
an hour paft fix in the morning. The junc- 
tion of thefe forces infpired the whole with 
frefh fpirits . After the parade in the evening, 
Colonel Baillie, having previoufly diredled 
that all orders given by Colonel Fletcher 
fhould be obeyed without hefitation, gave or- 
ders for the whole troops under his command 
fo be in readinefs to march. Ac^prdingly, be- 
K 4 tween 
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1780. tween eight and nine o’clock in the evening, 
our men marched off toward the left, by the 
way of Subdeverim, the baggage being dif- 
ppfed on the left flank. Colonel Fletcher’s 
detachment was difperfed in different parts of 
the line. From the moment they began to 
march, the enemy played off their rockets, 
which, from the vigilance of our flanking 
parties, did but litttle execution. 

Nothing of any confequence happened 
until a little after ten o’clock at night, when 
feveral guns were obferved opening on our. 
rear. Captain Powell, who commanded 
the rear-guard, immediately unlimb^red his 
guns, and informed Colonel Baillie of what 
had happened. The line was inftantly or- 
dered to countermarch, the baggage and 
doolies paffing through the intervals. After 
countermarching a few hundred yards, the 
line was formed with its front towards 
Perambaukum. The enemy kept up an 
inceffant fire, though without any great cf- 
fed: ; and, and as they did not difcover an 
inclination to advance, Colonel Baillie or- 
dered the troops to face to the right, and. 

' march 
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march into an avenue, the fame road they 1780. 
had paffed but a few minutes before. Thd 
whole line being now formed in this avenue, 
a general halt took’place. In the mean time, 
the enemy kept up an inceflant cannonade, 
which did great execution. This obliged 
Colonel Baillie to detach Captain Rumley 
with five companies of Sepoy grenadiers to 
ftorm their guns. There is not a doubt 
but this party , would have accomplifhed the 
important fervice on which they were fent, 
had not a water-courfe which happened at 
that time to be unfordable, obliged them, 
about half paft eleven o’clock, to return to 
the line. By the time that Captain Rum- 
ley returned, the enemy’s guns were heard 
drawing off towards our front, and a gene- 
ral alarm throughout their camp, owing, as 
was fuppofed, to their having received intel- 
ligence of the party that had been fent to 
ftorm their gun?. From their noife, con- 
fufion, and irregular firing, one would have 
imagined that a detachment of our men had 
fallen upon them with fixed bayonets. At 
that critical moment, had a party of grena- 
dier^ been fent againft them, they would 

have 
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1780. routed without diifHculty the whole of 
' Tippoo’s army. Having, about ten o’clock . 
in the evening, advanced a few hundred 
yards in the avenue, the detachment remain- 
ed there in perfedt lilcnce until the morning. 

Colonel Fletcher, being alked by fome 
officers why Colonel Baillie halted, modeftly 
anfwered, that Colonel Baillie was an officer 
of eftablifned reputation, and that he no 
doubt had reafons for his condudl. It cannot 
however be concealed, that this halt afford- 
ed an opportunity to Tippoo Saib of draw- 
ing off his cannon to a very ftrong poft, by 
which the Englifh were obliged to pafs, 
and at the fame time of informing Hyder 
of their fituation, and fuggefting to him 
the expediency of advancing for the im- 
provement of fo favourable a conjunfture. 

On the lothofSeptembcf, at five o’clock 
in the morning, our little army marched off 
by the right, in fubdivifions, having their 
baggage on their right flank, and the enemy 
on their left. A few minutes after fix, two 
guns opened on their rear, on which the line 

halted 
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halted a few minutes. Large bodies of tihe 1780. 
enemy’s cavalry now appeared on their ri^t 
flank, and jufl: at the moment when the 
pagoda at Conjeveram appeared in view, and 
our men had begun to indulge the pleafing 
hope of a refpite from their toils and dangers, 
and a focial refrefhment in the company of 
their friends, a rocket-boy was taken prifon- 
er, who informed them that Hyder’s whole 
army was marching to the aflillance of 
Tippoo. Four guns now opened on their left 
flank with great effed. So hot was the fire 
they fuftained, and fo heavy the lofs, that Co- 
lonel Baillie ordered the whole line to quit 
the avenue, and prefent a front to the enemy, 
and at the fame time difpatched Captain 
Rumley with ten companies of Sepoy gre- 
nadiers to florm the enemy’s guns. Colo- 
nel Fletcher being made acquainted wilh 
this order, judged it necelTary to have a 
party to fupporf Casptain Rumley, and im- 
mediately defired Captain Lucas, with his 
battalion, to go on that fervice ; but this 
order, being thought improper, was coun- 
termanded by Colonel Baillie. 


Within 
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1780- Within a few minutes after Captain Rum- 

ley had left the line, Tippoo’s guns, by his 
appearance, not lels than by the firing of 
our artillery, were filenced. Rumley's little 
detachment immediately took poffeflion of 
four of the enemy’s guns, and compleatly 
routed the party attached to them. Cap- 
tain Rumley, overcome with the exertions 
he had made, and unable, from bodily fa- 
tigue, to carry into effedt the ardent refolur- 
t|on of his mind, ordered Captain Gowdie, 
the officer next in command, to lead on the 
party, and take pofieffion of feme mofe 
guns, placed a few hundred yards in their 
front. But as they were advancing for this 
end, not many minutes after Captain Gow- 
die had been invefted with the command, 
a fudden cry was overheard among the 
Sepoys, of Horfe, Horfe ! The camp fol- 
lowers, whofe numbers were nearly five to 
one of the troops under amis, were driven 
on a part of our line, by the numerous and 
iiirrounding forces of Hyder-Ally, who, be- 
ing informed of the embarraffing fituation 
of Colonel Baillie, had left his cam with- 
out ftriking his tents, with a view to con- 
ceal 
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ceal his march from the Englifli. A great 1780. 
confufion among our troops was the una- 
voidable confequence of this unexpedted on- 
fet. The Europeans were fuddenly left on 
the field of adlion alone : and, at that criti- 
cal moment, a detachment from the advan- 
ced guard of Hyder’s army preflfed on witli 
great celerity, between our line and Captain 
Rumley’s party. The commanding oflioer, 
apprehenfive of being cut off from our little 
army, judged it moft prudent to retreat. 

Colonel Baillie, when he was informed 
that an immenfe body of horle and infantry 
was marching towards him, and that this 
was fuppofed to be Hyder’s main army, 
faid, “ Very well ! we fhall be prepared to 

receive them.” Hyder’s whole forces 
now appeared inconteftibly in viewj and 
this barbarian chief, who,u as was obferved 
by tlie Roman General, of Pyrrhus, had no- 
thing barbarous in his difeipline, after di- 
viding his guns agreeably to a preconcerted 
plan, opened from fixty to feventy pieces of 
cannon, with an innumerable quantity of 
rockets. 


Hyder’s 
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1780. Hyder’s numerous cavalry, fupported by 
his regular infantry and European corps, 
driven on by threats, encouraged by pro- 
mifes, and led on by his moft diilinguhhed 
officers, bore on our little army on diffei-ent 
quarters without making the leaft impref- 
fion. Our men, both Europeans and Se- 
poys, repeatedly prefented and recovered 
their fire arms, as if they had been ma- 
noeuvring on a parade. The enemy was 
repulfed in every attack. Numbers of their 
beft cavalry were killed, and many more 
. were wounded. Even their infantry were 
forced to give way j and Hyder began to 
think of a retreat. A movement which 

1 . 

Colonel Baillie made to the right, evidently 
Ihewing that he meant to attack the enemy’s 
artillery, rendered Hyder ftill more appre- 
henfive of the iflue of the battle. He con- 
fulted Lally, who told him that a retreat 
was then too late, that the Engliffi army 
' from Conjeveram was probably advancing 
in his rear, and that nothing remained but 
to en^vour, by their artillery and cavalry, 
to break the detachment. 


Tippoo 
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Tippoo Saib had by this time colle(3;^ s^9o, 
his party together, and renewed the 
nonade. And, at the fame time that our 
men were under the neceffity of fuftaining 
the prelTure of both the father and the fon, 
two of their tumbrils were blown up by 
Hyder’s guns, and made a large opening in 
both lines : they had now no other ammu- 
nition than grape ; their guns difcontinued 
firing, and, in this dreadful fituation, un- 
der a terrible fire, not only of guns but roc- 
kets, lofing great numbers of officers and 
men, they remained from half paft fcven 
till nine o’clock. 

liyder, perceiving that their guns were 
entirely filenced, came with his whole army 
round their right flank. The cavalry char- 
ged them in diftindt columns, and, in the 
intervals between thefe, the infantry poured 
in vollies of mufleetry, with dreadful effe<3:. 
Mhiar Saib with the Mogul and Sanoor 
cavarly made the firll impreffion. Thefe 
were followed by the elephants ^d the 
Myforean cavalry, which completed the 
overthrow of the detachment. Colonel 

Baillie, 
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1780. Baillie, though grievoufly Wounded, rallied 
the Europeans, and once more formed them 
into a fquare. With this handful of men, 
he gained an eminence, a fmall rifing 
ground on the plain, where, without amu- 
nition, and moll of his people wounded, he 
refilled and repulled thirteen feparate at- 
tacks } but frelh bodies of cavalry continu- 
ally pouring in, they were broken, with- 
out giving way. Many of our men, delpe- 
rately wounded, railing themfelves from 
the ground, received the enemy on their 
bayonets. 

Captain Lucas’s battalion of Sepoys, >at 
the time when our men moved up to a 
rifing ground, was llationed to the right of 
the European grenadiers, but that corps, 
feeing the Europeans in motion, and mif- 
underllanding, perhaps, this evolution for 
a retreat, broke in the greatell confufion. — 
The Europeans, -bravely fullaining their re- 
putation for intrepid valour, remained in 
this iptremity of dillrefs. Heady and un- 
daunted, although furrounded by the 
French troops, and by Hyder’s cavalry, to 

the 
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the number of forty thoufand. They evon 1780* 
exprelTed a delire, although their numbers did 
not exceed four hundred, of being led on to 
the attack. A party of Topafles, who lay 
at the diftance of about thirty yards in our 
front, kept up an incelfant lire of finall arms, 
with great elFeft. Many attemps were 
made by the enemy’s cavalry' to break this 
fmall body of men, but, by the fteady con- 
du6l of both our officers and mpn, they 
were repulfed. 

Colonel Baillie, finding now that there 
was no profpc( 5 t of being relieved by Gene- 
ral Monro, held up a flag of truce to one 
of the chiefs of Hyder’s army. But this 
was treated with contempt, and the Surdar 
at the fame time endeavoured to cut off the ' 
Colonel. The reafon the enemy afligned 
for this, was, that the Sepoys had fired 
after the fignal was hoilled. A few mi- 
nutes after this, our men received orders to 
lay down their arms, with intimation that 
quarter would be given. This ordi(||was 
fcarcely complied with, v/hen the enemy 
ru filed upon them in the moft favage and 

VoL. I. L brut^ 
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1780. brutal manner, fparing neither age nor in- 
fancy, nor any condition of life ; and, but 
for the humane interpoiition of the French 
commanders, Lally and Pimoran, who im- 
plored and infilled with the conqueror to 
Ihew mercy, the gallant remains of our little 
army mud, have fallen a ficrifice to that 
favage third of blood with which the ty- 
rant difgraced his vidtory. 

Ilyder, after the adtion, as he was appre- 
henfive of being purfued by Sir Hedlor Mon- 
ro, leaving many of his wounded men on the 
field of battle, retreated to a place called the 
Hound W ells, where he had before encamped. 
Having heard, on his arrival at this place, 
of the retreat of our army towards Chingli- 
put, he difpatched his cavalry in purfuit. 
They returned next day loaded with plun- 
der, and with many prifoners, mod of them 
grievoufly wounded. Among thefe w^as 
Colonel Baillie, the unfortunate commander 
of our gallant little army, dripped of his 
clo^lll^, and wounded in three places. — 
■Hyder, intoxicated wnth fuccefs, exulted 
over the Colonel, in terms which our coun- 
* tryman 
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tryman retorted, with fuch fpirit and coti^ 1780. 
tempt, that Colonel Aflaif, a French officer 
in the fervice of the barbarian, who witneffi- 
cd this fcene, and who declared this with 
other particulars relative to the courfe and 
the iffiie of the battle to the Portugueze 
Governor of Goa, was apprehenfive that 
the inlblent conqueror would have been 
provoked to an adfc of fatal barbarity. — 

An European officer in Hyder’s fervice, 
of the name of Elliot, fuffered ftripes, by 
his orders, in the Durbar, for carrying fome 
neceffiiries to Colonel Baillie; and all our 
officers, as well as men, were treated with 
great coielty. — But a very minute account 
of the imprifonment and fufferings of what 
renjtained of Colonel Baillic’s detachment, 
has been communicated by the fame officer, 
from whom the compiler of thcfe Memoirs 
received the greateft part of that information 
w^ch has been here detailed, concerning 
the a<^ion near Conjeveram. 

While Colonel Baillie, jreinforceOTy the 
troops fent to his aid under the command of 
Colonel Fletcher, ftruggled with the ovcr- 
VoL. I, La beatihg 
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J780. 't>eariHg force of fuperior numbers and ad- 
verfe fortune, tht efforts that were made 
for fupporting him by the Britifh command- 
er in chief on the coaft of Coromandel were 
as follow. On the 9th of September, at 
night, a fmart cannonade having commen- 
ced, which was difcovered from an hillock 
on the left of our line, the guns were or- 
dered from the piquet, and the tents to be 
ftruck, as it was determined to march with-- 
out lofs of time to the relief of Colonel 
JBaillie. But the cannonade having ceafed 
about twelve, the troops were ordered to 
refl on their arms till further orders. 'In 
this pofture they continued till day-light, 
when they began to march towards Peram- 
baukum ; a detachment of the enemy, that 
had lain in watch for their moving, follow- 
ing them on their left flank. 

c 

Our army* continued their march ujitil 

. it was near noon, when fome wounded Se- 

poys, brought in by our flanking parties, 

infbi^Pi the General of the dreadful' oyer- 
» * 

throw and fate of our unfortunate little ar- 
my. Immediately on this intelligence, the 
maid wmy, reverling the line of their.njatch, 

returned 
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returned on their fteps towards Conjeve- 1780. 
ram, diflrefs painted in every countenance ; 
for all agreed in their report of the utter 
deftrudlion of the detachment, and that no 
quarter was ihevvn, I'Ijc army, during the 
whole courfc of their march on that morn- 
ing, faw no apjTearancc by which thefe fad 
tidings might, in any degree, be fallified.- — 

It was fx o’clock in the evening when they 
Hacked their arms in the village of Conje- 
veram ; and about this time, more Sepoys 
and drummers came into the camp, all con- 
firming the reports that had- been made of 
the fuccefs and the unrelenting fury of the 
enemy. 

The General now gave orders for de- 
firoying his four cannon, being twenty-four 
pounders, and a great quantit) of ammuni- 
tion, as there was not any conveniency for 
carrying it. At two o’clock, on the i ith, 
in the morning, our army moved on with- 
out beat of drum, towards Chingliput, 
where they grounded their “arms on the 
glacis, about break of day, on Tuefday the 
12th of September. The enemy crouded 
L 3 around 
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1780. around them, as they purfued their march, 
in great numbers, but without making any 
attack. 

Colonel Collw, juft ns he was about to 
make a forced march to Conjeveram, for- 
tunately met with one of the fugitive Se- 
poys from Colonel Baillie’s camp, and, after 
having been not a little harralTed in his route, 
arrived fafcly at Chingliput, within twenty- 
four hours after the General. 

On Wcdnefday, the 1 3th, at fix o’clock 
in the morning, our troops began to march 
from Chingliput, and after being annoyed 
all the way by the enemy’s horfe, arrived 
about one o’clock in the morning, on 
Thurfday the 14th, at the Mount. 

'The retreat of our army to Madras, fill- 
ed the whole inhabitants at once with for- 
row for their wounded or flaughtered friends, 
and anxiety for their own fafety. The 
more timid were eager to find opportunities 
of returning, with as much of their fub- 
ftance as poflible, to Europe, while thofe 

of 
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of greater courage cafl their eyes to Bengal, 1780. 
looking with folicitude for fuccour from that 
rich and extenfive province. I’here was 
not an inhabitant in the Prel'idency of' Ma- 
dras that did not wear niourning. Civi- 
lians and foldicrs united in their murmurs 
againft certain perfons, to whofe egregious 
negligence and infatuation they aferibed the 
calamities that had overtairen the Britiili in 
India j in paying the tribute of praife to the 
memory of Colonel Flctciicr, and the brave 
officers and men who fell with him in the 
unequal contell ; in doing juHice to the 
bravery of Colonel Baillic and his fellow 
prifoners ; and in applauding the councils 
and firmnefs of Lord Maclcod, who had ad- 
vifed the General to form a jimdfion of the 
troops at tlie Mount, and afterwards folicit- 
ed him in the ftrongeft manner to move to 
the relief of Colonel Baiilie with the whole 
army. 

So great was the panic that had ftruckall 
orders of men in the Prefidency of Madras, 
on this mournful occafion, that if Ilyo 
had immediately purfued and improved his 
L 4 vidory. 
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1780. vidoiy, the 10th of September might have 
proved the moft unfortunate in the annals 
of Britain. Nor would the cahmitics with 
which that day feemed pregnant have been 
long averted by the caution of Hyder-Ally 
at that important criiis, if the towering ge- 
nius of one man had not, in this precipice 
of fortune, prefented an intrepid front to 
the enemy, and nobly dared to revive the 
fpirits of his countrymen, by attacking in- 
llcad of fleeing from the conqueror. 

The Prcfidency of Madras, as foon as 
they received intelligence of the difailer of 
pur army, made a requilition to the Su- 
preme Council in Bengal, of a reinforce- 
ment fuitable to the exigency of their af- 
fairs. This requilition was accompanied 
by advice, that a confiderable French fleet, 
with land-forces on board, were on their 
way to India. That fuccours fliould be 
fent to Madras to a certain amount was 
readily agreed on by the whole Council : 
but concerning the quantity of thefe, as 
well as the time of fending them> there 
were different opinions. Mr. Francis, 

deeply 
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deeply imprefled with the unexampled dif- 1780. 
after v/hich had befallen our arms, and the 
progrefs of Ilyder in the Carnatic, was 
alarmed for the lafety of Bengal iilclf, the 
centre and feat of the Britifh government in 
Afia. As in an animal body, under the in- 
fluence of terror, the blood naturally runs 
inward to fortify the heart, leaving the ex- 
tremities pale and trembling; the main ex- 
ertions of government, if guided by the 
counfels of that gentleman, would have 
been confined to Bengal, which would 
have become the feat of war, and the other 
poflelTions of the Company in India left, 
almoft wholly, to their own rcfources.— 

The courage of the Governor-General, and 
other members of the Supreme Council, 
repelled the vital fluid from the centre to the 
mofl; diftant movements, and preferved and 
fuftained the unity of the fyftcm. Mr. Haf- 
ings, kept a fteady eye on every part of our 
eaftern empire, and, with an out-ftretched . 
arm and liberal hand, carried relief to the 
diftrefl'ed. By invading the dominions of 
our enemies, he drove the battle from our 
gates, deprived them of their refources for 

carrying 
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1780. carrying on the war, and infufed frefli fpi- 
rits into th^ whole of the troops. Sepoys as 
well as Europeans, in our fervice. It w'as 
determined in the Supreme Council to at- 
tack our combined foes in every quarter : 
in the eaft, in the weft, in the north j on 
the coaft of Coromandel, on that of Mala •• 
bar, and in the province of Malva. 

The Governor-General, in the firft coun- 
cil that was held after the difafter near Con- 
jeveram, propofed that Sir Eyre Coote fliould 
be reqtfeftcd to take the command of the 
fouthern army at Madras that a reinforce- 
ment of Europeans fliould be fent thither 
by tea, with a fupply of fifteen lacks of ru- 
pees ; that a large detachment of Sepoys 
ftiould be formed in order to march, as foon 
as the feafon fliould permit, into the Car- 
natic ; that an offer of peace, on reafonable 
terms, ftiould be made to* the Marrattas, 

. but if this ftiould be rejeded, that the war 
againft them ftiould be profecuted with vi- 
gour. The advanced feafon of the year 
rendered an embarkation of troops both dif- 
ficult and dangerous ; and the expences to be 

incurred 
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incurred by Bengal, for the fafety of Ma- 1780. 
dras, were uncommonly great. But there 
are conjundtures in which extraordinary ex- 
pences are abfolutely neceflary, and when 
great dangers muft be hazarded. The Su- 
preme Council, therefore, notwithftanding 
the oppofition of Mr. Francis to the embar- 
kation of the troops, and to any fupply be- 
yond the amount of feven lacks of rupees, 
fupported the motion that had been made 
by the Governor- General. And Sir Eyre 
Coote, with fix hundred and forty Europe- 
ans, fifteen lacks- of rupees, and a large fup- 
ply of provifions, arrived at Madras on the 
5 th of November. 

Hyder-Ally, on the retreat of our army 
to Madras, refumed the fiege of Arcot, 
which yielded to his arms on the lafl; day of 
October. Many other polls of ftrength till 
into his hand's without refiftance. He. 
was now proclaimed Nabob oi the C.um , 
tic *, and exercifed in fadt all the preroga- 
tives of fovereign power. From policy, 

* Others affirm, that it was Tippoo Saib who v.as pio- 
claimed. 


not 
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1780. not lefs than the natural infolence of prof- 
pcrity, he was at pains to cherifli among 
his officers tlie pride of viftory. He boaftcd 
that he would prevent the Englifli army 
from moving from the Mount, and that, in 
the courfe of a month, when he would be 
joined by three thoufand French troops, 
from the iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon, 
he would commence the hcge of Fort St. 
George. Mean-while, his numerous ca- 
valry ovcr-ran and ravaged the country. — 
Numbers of inoffenlive and unrelifting 
people were facriliced to a favage thirft of 
blood: fome were cruelly tortured that they 
might be induced to give up treafurcs they 
were fuppofed to conceal ; others were 
wantonly mutilated, and at this day, many 
wretched men, without their hands, or 
ears, or nofes, record the inhumanity of a 
barbarous conqueror. Women were fub- 
jeefted to the brutality of luft, or forced to 
. fave their honour by the forfeit of their lives; 
a ranfom which fome had the fortitude to 
pay. The mother of two beautiful young 
ladies of Arcot, rather then confent to their 
degradation in the Ilaram of the Sultan, 

emanci- 
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emancipated them, with their own confent, 1780. 
as well as herfclf, from the infults of the 
enemy, by means of poifon. Thoufands 
of boys and girls of different caffes and 
different religions, were carried into cap- 
tivity, in order to people the Myforean 
dominions of the conqueror. A new vil- 
lage was built on this occafion, for their re- 
ception; they w'crc placed on an equal foot- 
ing, and enjoyed equal piivileges with the 
natives ; and were inftrudted by maffers, 
many of whom were themfelves captives, 
in divers manufactures. For amidft the ra- 
vages of war, Ifydcr did not lofe light of 
the arts of peace, by whicli, in the prelent 
refined period, the rel'ources of war are 
moff effectually fupplied. And it muff be 
allowed, that although the inhuman cuf- 
tom of the victors enllaving the vanquillied 
in battle, in Europe at leaft, be happily 
aboliflied, it is* in moft cafes, wifer policy, 
in the eye of ambition, to ffrengthen the 
conquering ffate by the introduction of fo- 
reigners, than to weaken it by fending forth 
a part of its own population for maintain- 
ing diffant conqueffs. 


The 
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1780. The firft fury of invafion having ipent 
its force, and the ferocity of animal nature 
yielding to the return of reafon and huma- 
nity, multitudes of people who had fled 
from thole legions of barbarian cavalry that 
overfpread the land, to the hills and woods, 
were invited back to the fettlements which 
they had abandoned, by aflfurances^ of pro- 
tection from Hyder-Ally-Cawn, who de- 
clared himfelf a friend to the natives, but 
the inveterate enemy of the Englifli. He 
reftored that difcipline in his army which 
the licentioufnefs of war had unavoidably 
relaxed. He reftrained his foldicrs from 
rapine and encouraged the country people 
to fow tiieir land, tellijig them, that if 
they were in want of feed he would furnifli 
it, and that thenceforth they fhould enjoy 
the fruits of their induftry. Never, indeed, 
was the foftering hand of government more 
neceflfary than on the prefen t'occaflon. The 
calamities that overwhelmed the Carnatic 
were followed by want and famine. Under 
the walls of Madras, men, women, and 
children periflied in crowds, and fome were 
feen fwooning in the Hreets. 

Hyder 



Hyder, having exhaufted all that could 1780, 
minifter fuel either to fury or to rapine in 
this country, determined to lead his victor- 
ious army to the regions fouthward of the 
Coleroon. Thefe alfo had by this time ex- 
perienced the ravages of predatory war, and 
every where bore marks of defolation.— • 
Multitudes of needy adventurers, who were 
drawn to his ftandard by the hope of plun- 
der, pouring down from the mountains of 
Myfore, overran the countries of Kavalore, 
Tanjore, Tritchinopoly, and Madura. A 
luxuriant crop was inftantly fwept off the 
ground, and every water-dyke and encamp- 
ment totally deftroyed. The inhabitants who 
efcaped the fword fought flicker in the forts, 
where through want they miferably perifhed. 

The country of Tanjore was in the pof- 
feffion of the invaders, who fecured its crops 
and cattle, rep&lfed the Company’s troops 
at different places, and confined them with- 
in a fingle fortrefs in the capital j where 
the granaries were empty, the Rajah’s fub- 
jeCls ripe for innovation and revolt, and he 
himfelf accufed of clandeftinely introducing 

arms 
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1780. arms into his palace, and carrying on in- 
trigues with Hyder. That nominal king# 
bearing rc^alty in fetters, and mortified by 
the humiliating condition to which he had 
been reduced, though he had not dared to 
avow a with for his emancipation, began now 
from policy to favour the caufe that feemed 
to prevail, and from inclination to liften to 
the fuggellions of a confederacy formed for 
the expulfion of ftrangers. While he fe- 
cretly endeavoured to convert Ins palace into 
an arfenal, he fuffered the whole crops of 
the count! y to be colledcd by the enemy, 
at the fame time that he refilled every foli- 
citation to fill his magazines, and to provide 
for events neither evitable nor diftant. 

In the provinces to the fouthward of 
Tanjore and Tritchinopoly, the afpedl of 
affairs appeared equally alarming to the 
Englifii. The great Maravva was infefted 
by a numerous body of rebels, under the 
eonuudl of a cliief nearly related to the fa- 
mily on -the throne : the little Marawa, 
by the murderer of the late Rajah, who, 
after the perpetration of that criipe, had 
fled, in 1773, for protcdlion to Hyder, 

but 



LATE ^AR IN ASIA. I77 

but returning, at the prefent crifis, fei2ed 
the reins of government by the authority of 
that prince, kept the infant Rajah in con- 
finement, and carried the defolation of war 
into the adjacent territories of the Company, 
held under the name of the Nabob of Ar- 
cot. The flames of dilafFedtion and war 
were fpread in their progrefs to Cape Como- 
rin. An hundred thoufand Colleries and 
Polygars harrafl*ed the fouthern provinces ; 
and the fubjedts of Great Britain were often 
attacked within the range of their forts. 

Such, then, was the ftatc of our aiFajrs, 
on the coaft of Coromandel, towards the 
conclufion of 1780, and the commence- 
ment of 1781. The native powers were 
united among themfelves, and with other 
Hates and princes of India, in defire and 
defignto emancipate themfelves from foreign 
controul j French auxiliares were incorpo- 
rated with their armies, in order to invigo- 
' rate their attacks and diredt their move- 
ments, and more were promifcd and confi- 
dently expedted i a political and warlike 
prinde, v 4 lo united the military difeipline 
Voti I, M and 
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%73o. and llcill of Europe with the fubtility and 
craft of Afia, freely ranged over the whole 
land at the head of an army fluflied with 
fuccefs, and daily increafing In numbers as 
well as courage. To this force and thofe 
difficulties, the fortune of Great Britain op- 
pofed the army at Madras, to be reinforced by 
the fuccours which have been already Hated 
from Bengal, and whatever could be fparcd 
from Guzzaratby General Goddard, themili-? 
tary talents of Sir Eyre Coote, and die genius 
of Mr. Haftings, whofe eyes were, open on 
every part of India, who fupplied the rc- 
fburces of war, and united the power of 
Great Britain in the call, not more fcattered 
in place than difunited by civil dillenfion, in 
one vigorous fyftem of military operation. 

The ref^xidable veteran, now inverted 
with the command of our troops in the 
Carnatic, was in- the fixty-third year of his 
age. Though his conrtit.ution had fiif* 
fered the debilitation of an enervating cli- 
mate, he chearfully underwent, at this ad- 
vanced period of life, as much fatigue as 
any foldicr, and as readily encountered dan- 

, 1 .; . .ger 
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gcr as any. officer in his army. He was an 
handfome man with a fcrious military air. 
He united fpirit with caution, and the gene^- 
ral courfe of hkaaailitary condudt had been 
fortunate. i There was in his charader 
and example fomething that engaged the 
afFedlions of men, at the fiune time that it 
commanded their confi-dcnce and cfleem : 
objedfs which the General well knew how to 
value, and which he endeavoured on all 


occafions to acquire.— It was on this prin- 
ciple,- that although he poflefled the Iblc 
command of the army, he comn^inicated 
his plan of operations, .before he took the 
field, to a council of war, compofed of 
Brigadier- General Stuart, Sir Hedtor Mon* 
ro, and Lord Macleod, and alfq to the St-* 
Jpdl Committee at Madras, 


In every point of view, it was expedient 
tor the Englifh to bring Hyder to a dedf^ve 
adion; buthow to accomphfhthis objedwas 
tliequeftion. Experience had fufficieatlypfoi 
ved that thi^ was not to be effected by ra- 
pid marches. In a former war, Hyder, 
after leat^jpg an Englifh General who pur- 
M 2 fued 
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1780. fucd him up and down through the whole 
kingdom of Myfore, and thus weakening 
his force by fatigue, by climate, and had 
nouriftiment, marched pall: him to Madras, 
and intimidated the government into a dilho-^ 
Bourable treaty of peace. Nor was the ex- 
periment made by General Smith, neceffary to 
evince, thatan army formed like ours, df in- 
fantry, could not poffibly out-march fuch a 
force as Hyder’s, which derived rapidity of 
motion from bullocks, camels, elephants, 
and cavalry. 

On the other hand, to have afted on the 
principles of a hclieging army would have 
protra<!iled time, diminiflied our force by 
garrifons, and multiplied all thofe advantat- 
ges which the enemy had over us in numn 
bers, fupplies, and the poffeffion of the 
country. In thefe circumftances, the Eng- 
lilh General determined, if poffible, to bring 
Hyder to a clofe eng.igement, by a plan of 
cbndudt that leemed to hold a middle place 
between field- operations, on the one hand, 
and fieges on the other j inclining to either, 

- tecording 
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ict^drding to contingent events and circufti- 1780.* 
ftances. And as Hyder’s numerous cavalry- 
enabled him to drive the country, it became 
a part of the Englifla General’s plan, to fe*- 
cure, in all cafes, a communication with the 
fea, by which he was to receive from time 
to time the neceflary fupplies for carrying 
on the war. Hyder^ on the contrary, was 
careful, in all his movements, to fecure a 
paffage into the interior part of the penin*- 
fula through the mountains. 


The Englifli army, which had been dif- ^7^^. 
perfed in cantonements for the rainy feafon, 
again took the field on the i yth of January, 

1781. This, in point of difeipline and 
numbers, was the fineft body of men that 
ever took the field in India. It conlifted of 
eight thoufand infantry, eight hundred ca- 
valry, and fixty-two pieces of cannon, with, 
a fuitable proportion of gunners, and a due 
provifion of military ftores. The confi- 
dence which the army repofed in thefr 
commander, was expreffed by k lou<j[ 
huzza. 


M ^ 
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tySr. At this period, the places of ftrength that 
now remained to the Engliih in the Carna- 
tic, were Vandiwafli, Vellore, Parmacoil, 
Amboor, Chingliput, Cuddalore, and Tia- 
gar : of which the four firft- mentioned 
were bcfieged or invefted by the enemy. — • 
On the 19 th the army paiTed Chingliput, 
and encamped on the fouth fide of the river 
Polaar. On the 21 ft, the fort of Charan- 
gpoly was furprized by a detachment under 
the command of Captain Davis, who very 
defervedly received the thanks of the Gene- 
ral for his fteady gallantry on thgt occafion. 
Our troops, leaving a garriibn at Charan- 
gooly, refumed their march, and, on the 
25h, carried relief to the long-invefted gar- 
rifon of* Vandiwafli. The enemy, at the 
approach of our men, fifed with precipita- 
tion : but this advantage was counter-ba- 
lanced by tlie fall of the ftrong fortrefs of 
Amboor, one of the inlets to the Carnatic. 
The Englifli army, leaving Vandiwalh, di- 
the, line of their march towards Par- 
i^cqil, w^en intejligenre being received by 
two cxprclTes, which arrived at the fame 
time, that a French fleet had pafled Madras, 
tlwy faced about, and . returning on their 

fteps. 
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fteps, encamped along the eminences above 1781* 
ChArangooly. On the 2d of February they 
matched from the left towards Parmacoil* 
where they encamped on the 3d j and, on 
the 5th, they fat down on the red hills of 
Pondicherry, with their front towards Ar- 
cotj the chief ftrensith of theenemv in the 
Carnatic. 

The town and fortrefs of Pondicherry, 
after a brave refiflance by an handful of 
men under the command of General Bel- 
combe, though defended in many places 
only by new mud walls, was reduced, as 
already mentioned, by a detachment of 
the Company’s troops under the condudt of 
General Sir Hedlor Monro, and garrifoned 
by a military force commanded by Colonel 
Braithwaite. The Colonel, having fir ft de- 
manded and obtained the folemn allegiance 
of the inhabitarfts, evacuated the town and 
fortrefs, in order to join the general rendez- 
vous of our army, on the irruption of Hy- 
der Ally, at Conjeveram. The moment 
our troops were withdrawn, the inhabitants 
oF Pondicherry, 'in direfl violation of their 
M 4 recent 
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»78 i . recent engagements, flew to arms, plunder- 
ed the fblitary Englilh refident who had 
been left as a fpy on their conduit, and with 
fixed bayonets pointed to his breaft, forced 
him to fign a written inftrument, of the, 
contents of which he was wholly ignorant. 
They armed a number of Sepoys, and col-, 
ledted prodigious quantities of provifions, 
which they depofited at Charangoloy, a ma- 
ritime town not far diftant. Sir Eyre Coote 
difarmed the inhabitants of Pondicherry,, 
removed their llores, and deftroyed a num- 
ber of boats belonging to the French fqua- 
dron. 

Large bodies of horfe, in the mean time, 
took polf in fight of our camp, and obliged 
our advanced parties to obferve the greateft 
vigilance. Here the General intended to 
make a halt, both for the relaxation of the 
troops, and in order to learn the intentions 
and movements of the enemy. The French 
fleet, confining of feven large fliips of war 
and four frigates, lay at anchor off POndi- 
chcriy. Certain intelligence, however, was 
rec^ved, that the French Admiral was.him- 

felf 
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folf too much diftrefled for want of men to 1781. 
ipare any for the affiftance of Hyder. 


fiat this commander, though unaffiiled by 
his European ally, did not remain ina<Stive. 
He was obferved, on the 8 th of Fcbruaiy, 
nearly within cannon-/hot of the front of 
our encampment, palling, with his eye fix- 
ed, as was fuppofed, on Cuddalore, at the 
head of his army. The drums inftantly beat 
to aVms. At four in the afternoon the army 
began to move, filing off by the left into 
the lower road towards Cuddalore. The 
enemy kept, what is called the Porto Novo 
roadj fo that the marches of both armies 
were parallel. Night was no Iboner let in, 
than the enemy began to throw rockets on 
our rear-guard, but at too great a diftance 
for them to do any execution. On the 9th, 
the army encamped with its right to the 
ruins of Fort 8t. Davids, and its left to 
Cuddalore : a polition which Ihewed our 
apprehenfions of the farther defigns of the 
enemy. This minute defeription will, 
perhaps, be excufed, when it is confidered 
that this is the firl): inlhmce of an Englilh 

army 
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1781. army being placed in fuch a lltuation with 
regard to any of the native powers pf India i 
an army, too, the heft appointed that had 
ever taken the field in that country. 

The Englifh army, on the i oth, leaving 
their tents ftanding, moved out from the 
cover of the guns of Cuddalore, and was 
formed in order of battle. A river ran 
along their front, and covered their right 
flank. Their left extended towards a rdnge 
of ftrong ground where cavalry could not 
aft, and the bound hedge of Cuddalore, 
with three redoubts, fecured their rear. — 
The army being thus arranged, the General 
rode along the line, and encouraged the fbl- 
diers to do their duty, with aflurances that 
this day their labours would be at an end. 

What I have all along wifhed for,” 
faid he, ** has now come to pafs, and in a 
** few hours you join battle with the ene- 
** my.” Other officers addrefled the foldiers 
in word§ to the fame purpoie. In this litiia- 
tibn, without tents, and the comforts which 
thefe afford, our men for three complete days 
offered battle to the enemy : who, it raufl not 

be 
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be omitted; were at this time notleis than 1781. 
ten miles d^ftant. The General, upon the 
^rth day, finding that Hyder would not 
accept of battle, returned to his camp, with 
a great increafe in the number of his fiefc. 

It was no wonder that the General was 
thus eager for battle. He was rohiced to a 
few days provifions ; and delay to engage 
might be equal to defeat ia an en^g©- 
ment. 

Here let us paufe for a moment to con- 
template the alarming;fituatk)n of our army, 
and the means by which they were extricat- 
ed from impending ruin. Their provifions 
were nearly exhaufted; an enemy's fleet 
was on the coaft j Hyder- Ally was in pof- 
feffion of the country round 1 and their cat- 
tle, on which they depended for the ability 
of moving from one place to another, dy- 
ing in numbers for want of forage. The 
fudden.and unexpedted departure of Mon- 
fieurD’Orves, the French Admiral, from the 
coaft of Coromandel, heightened up the 
gloom that hung over the minds of our ge- 
neral officers, although they were careful to 

conceal 
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1781. conceal their anxiety from the troops Unde# 
their command, by opening a channel for 
the reception of thofe fupplies which the 
unremitting vigilance and forefight of the 
Supreme Council of Bengal conftantly fur- 
niihed. It is to the lame vigilance and fore- 
fight in our councils, that we are to afcribe 
the lealbnable departure of the French Ad- 
miral, Sk Edward Hughes, after reducing 
the French fort of Mahe 4 and ruining Hy-^ 
der’s fleet in his own ports of Callicut and 
Mangalore, returned with a reinforcement of 
troops on board his fleet, from Bombay td 
the Coaft of Coromandel. The certain in- 
formation received by Monfieur D’Orvea 
concerning the deftination of the Englilh, 
together with the lofs of the boats at Pon- 
dicherry, determined him to fet fail, which 
he did on the 1 5th of February, for the 
Hland of Mauritius. But had the French 
Admiral left only two frigites to block up 
the road of Cuddalore, confequences might 
have happened as fatal to the interefts of 
Great Britain in the Eafl: Indies, as flowed 
in North America, from the convention of 
Saratoga. 


There 
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i There is no reafon, either of entertainraent 178 1, 
or inftru^lion, to detail the particulars which 
fill the fpace between the departure of the 
French fleet, and the arrival of Sir Edward 
Hughes with the Englifh fquadron and 
tranfports on the 14th of June. It may be 
mentioned, however, in general, that during 
this time Hyder- Ally was hot idle. He 
plundered the country of Tanjore, he redu« 
ced the fortrefsof Tiagar, and cut off fome 
of our flying parties : by which fuccefles 
he fupported the fpirits of his troops 
and railed their courage; and, what was of 
equal importance, maintained and height- 
ened the glory of his name'among the native 
powers of India, 

Sir Eyre Coote, having encamped nea# 

Porto Novo on the 17th of June, marched, 
in peribn, a ftrong detachment on the i8th 
to attack the fortified Pagoda of Chillum- 
brum, making the fame defperate affault 
that fucceeded at Charangooly. He was 
repulfed, with the lofs of eight officers, 
and from two to three hundred men killed 
and wounded. A twelve-pqunder, which ' 

was 
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*78 1, was ufe4 in blowing open the^tef, added 
a field-piece to the train of the enemy.— 
When it is faid that a commander in chief 
heads an afiault* or any defpcratc enterprizc 
in perfon, nothing* more is commonly meant 
.than that he is a' fpe£tator of what paffes, 
Here the General’s perfon was fexpofed to 
great danger.. Lieutenant Young, whocons- 
manded the European troops in this expe- 
dition, had his kg broken by the fliot of a 
cannon, as he ftopd talking .with him clofc 
by his fide. 

It is but aJhort way that the utmoll hu-c 
man fagacity extt penetrate into the mazes 
of future events. The repulle it Ghillum- 
brum, which feemed pregnant with danger, 
extricated the. Engliih army- from a 'moil 
perilous fituation, and happily changed the 
whole face of our affaiis in the Carnatic. 
Even a return to Madras,- if it coiild have 
beep efiefted without a further lofs of men, 
would Jiaye been followed by effedts little 
lefs difallrous then wliat ufually accompimy 
or flow from a defitat. It would have dtf- 
covered to the native powers of India that 

dered 
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pur. want of nqfagazines would always oblige 1781. 
us to keep- near the fea, or to make exc,ur> 

Huns . into the inland country ; circuralla% 
ce& which might be improved by a prudeiU 

adyerfary for our difadvantage and ruin. 

♦ 

. The repulfe of our arms from Chillpm- 
brum, which was greatly exaggerated to Hy^ 
der, with tlie prefling entreaties of his auxi- 
liary chiefs, and the French officer Lally, 
prevailed on the wavering mind of Hyder, 
notwithftanding the remonflrances of his 
eldeft fon, to offer the h)nglifh battle.-*- 
Hyder, having remained for feme we;6ks 
within random thot of Tanjore, fet his face 
ag^ft Trichinopoly, and threatened to fill 
up the ditch with his Mooiynen’s flippers. 
Tippoo ftrongly advifed hipi to purfue this 
pbjeiff, urging,, that the reduction of this 
place, which wa^ equally defencelefs and 
injpqrtant, would extend his authority qver 
the fouthern provinces in the peninfula that 
acknowledged fubjedlion to the Englifli. — 
Hyder was ^ot ^norant of the, impqrtance 
of Trichipopq]^ j but he was flufhed with 
fqqccefs, and hopc4 tha#i he would be able, 

>y 
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178.1. by a clofe engagement, to defeat the only 
force that could endanger either the con- 
queft of the provinces fouth of the Cole- 
roon, on the one hand, or that of the Dec- 
can on the other. He, therefore, took a 
pofition for that purpofe, at a village called 
Mooteapollam, which commanded the com- 
mon road from Porto Novo to Cuddalore, 
and to the natural ftrength of his ground 
added feveral redoubts,. 

Our army, confifting of eight thouland 
rank and file, with above fixty pieces of can- 
non, marched from Porto Novo, with the 
fea at no great diftance on the right, early 
on the ill of July, towards the enemy, 
whofe number, according to the higheft 
computation, exceeded an hundred, and ac- 
cording tQ the loweft, did not fall fliort of 
fixty thoufand men, varioufly armed, with a 
field train of forty-feven pieces, of di^rent 
calibres. 

A detachment, confifting of two regi- 
ments of cavalry and a battalion of Sepoys, 
with feven pieces of light artillery, was or- 
dered to protedt the baggage from Hyder’s 

horfe. 
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liorfe. This body of our troops, with the 1781, 
Ufual guard of an hundred ind fifty Sepoys, 

U few Polygars, and a Marratta corps, were 
judicioufly placed between the right of the 
arniy and the fea. Our troops, formed in 
two lines, proceeded in order of battle.^ 

Parties of horfe paraded in every diredtion, 
and great quantities of rockets were thrown 
without intermiflion, to confound the ob- 
fervationj and, if poffible, to throw the 
Englifli army into difordcr, ahd to impede 
their movements. A large body of the 
enemy’s cavalry now appeared, drawn up in 
great force on an extenfive plain. On this 
body the Englifh opened an heavy canno- 
nade, which forced them to retire as our 
men advanced. Their retreat opened to the 
General’s view a range of redoubts, which 
commanded the road. — Struck with this 
unexpedled appearance, he ordered the troops 
to halt, and called a council of his principal 
officers. To proceed forward in the diredl 
line of their march, was to ruffi into the 
very throat of danger; the fea confined their 
movements on the left hand, and impradli- 
cable fand- banks on the right. 

VoL. I. N 


During 
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yj%i. Puriag the halt of the ariny, and while 
a Council of War deliberated whether they 
ihould advance or retreat, an officer, care^ 
lefsly Walking to the right, difcovcrcd a 
road cut through the fand hills. This road 
being examined, was found to be newly 
made, and calculated for the movement of 
troops and artillery. Hyder had made it the 
very night before, for the purpofe of i|.ttack* 
ing the right of the Englifh army, whilft 
they Ihould be engaged in ftorming the bat- 
teries in front. This further difpofition 
was intended by that artful commander, 
that, on the confufion of our men, ffie 
main body of his cavalry ihould ruih from 
behind the batteries and complete the rout. 
This road, defigned by Hyd^7 Ally for the 
overthrow of the Engliih, was deilined by 
Providence for tlieir prefervation: for by 
this Sir Eyre Coote marched the troops, 
and effected their deliverance from apparent 
ruin. 


Hyder, difappointed in his ilratagem, 
evacuated his works, and moved a-breail 

with 
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With our army^ which* after paffing thron:^ 1781. 
the fan^'banks ahd quitting the road, tum^* 
cd to the left, and faced the enemy, who, 
in the poileii^n of a ridge of fand-banks in 
front, feemed to offer a decifiye aftioni-^ 

The txeneral, now* had not certainly any 
option j but, from feme caufe or other, a 
(econdJiefitation took place. Certain unaik- 
ed ophiiOns were given in favour of a re- 
treat, under the ahje(!£t and ruinous notion 
of looking fi}rtnore equal ground. To the 
honour of General Monro, it is right to 
mention, that when the enemy’s batteries 
were difeovered in front of our army, he 
gave his opinion againfl the madnefs of an 
attack : but that, in this fecond fituation, 
he urged the fieceflity of an attack, by the 
itioft feniible arguments and manly elo* 
quence. A fpace of time, which appeared 
to evety individual in our army of great 
length, was conflimcd, under the enemy*s 
fire, who had withdrawn their guns fi^ 
the batteries to the line, and prefented a new 
•front, before the General detenmned to 
come to a clofe attack : s^nd it was during 
N 2 this 
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1781, this interval, chiefly, that we fufFered the 
lofs that was fuftained in this adion. 

Meanwhile, the heights in the rear of 
the firfl: line of our army, led on by Sir 
Eyre Coote, were feized by General Stuart, 
who commanded the fecond. This excel- 
lent difpofition encouraged Sir Eyre Coote 
to advance with confidence on the enemy. 
,He marched up, at the head of the firfl; 
line, to the enemy’s artillery, quickly threw 
them into diforder, and forwd them to give 
way. But, previoufly to this attack, Hy- 
der had detached a flrong body of difci- 
plined infantry, with a fuitable train of ar- 
tillery, a prodigious number of irregulars, 
and cavalry, to attack the Engliflb polled on 
the heights. Another detachment alfo at- 
tempted, by penetrating into the interval 
between our two lines, to attack Sir Eyre 
Coote in the rear. Thus was each wing 
feparately, and almoU equally engaged.— 
The frefli forces with which the enemy were 
incelTantly relieved, rendered the battle long 
and obftinate. It lafted above fix hours. 


m 
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in which every individual in the Company’s 1781. 
lervice fought as if the fate of the day had 
depended on his Angle efforts. The firft 
line, triumphing over every obftacle, drove 
the enemy, infantry, cavalry, and artillery, 
promifcuoufly before them. The fecond 
line, under tlie command of Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Stuart, had by this time, not only re- 
pulfed the other divifion of the army, but 
driven them from their poft and defeated 
every attempt they made to attack the Ge- 
neral’s rear. It was alfo the mafterly dif- 
pofition, and fpirited exertions of the fecond 
line, that protected the baggage, difpofed, 
as has been mentioned, clofe by the lea, 
from even the attempts of the enemy. 

The rout was complete and general. — 

The tumult and confiifion in the retreat of 
fuch a‘ multitude of people tempted an eager 
purfuit, which, could it have been made, 
mull have effeded an unexampled carnage 
among men and cattle. But our guns’ 
were dragged llowly through deep and fandy 
foil j while the numbers and the Ipirit of 
N 3 Hyder’s 
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1781. Hyder’s cattle gave a celerity to his motion 
which ours could not equaji. The greateft 
lofs fuftained by the enemy happened before 
onr fecond line, where, ignorant of its force 
and ftrong portion, and miilaking it for a 
common baggage guard, they made the only 
fpirited atteippt on their part ; although, it 
muft be allowed, that their artillery was 
&rved with great promptitude and addrefs, 
during the whole courfe of the adtion.7- 
What lofs of men is fuftained in an engage-f 
ment by an Indian army, cannot be afcer- 
tained with any degree of exadnefs, as it is 
E religious maxim with all the Hindoos, to 
carry off as many of their wounded and flain 
as they can. This they think of great im', 
portancc, being perfuaded, that after the 
■boc^ is burned, neith^ the evil principle or 
being, nor the da^ons of wrath who are 
fnbfervient to his will, have any power ovdr 
the emancipated fpirit; a 'notion that is in 
jexad conformity to an ancient and very gCy 
pen} dodtrine, that matter is the grand prin- 
ciple of evil, and that the fouls of thofe whp 
have departed from life, hover around, and 

are 
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arc attradted to their bodies, aS*long as they lygi. 
arc entire j either the whole coporeal frame, 
or any of the organised parts or members. 

The Marrattas, the Myforeans, the Poly- 
gars, and in general all th^ Gentoo warri- 
ors, have their loins begirt with girdles or 
belts. The horfemen have an hook which 
they dart with great dexterity between thofr 
belts and the dead bodies of their friends, 
and therewith carry them off from the field 
of battle. As nearly as could be conjedur- 
cd, the number of the flain, on the fide of 
Hyder, amounted to three thoufand; but 
what appeared in his fight a greater lofr, 
was the mortal wounds of Meer Saib, his 
favourite General and fon-in-law, who, at 
the head of the Mpgul and Canara oavalry, 
ipadc the firft impreffion on the Britiih 
lines, in the unfortunate adbn near Conje- 
veram. The Engliffi General halted near the 
field of adion, from inability to purfue the 
enemy. Our lofs (fid npt exceed fijur hun- 
dred, nor was there an officer of rank or 
diftindion apaoug either killed or wounded. 

N4 
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1781. Although^no trophies were gained, of 
prifoners made, the firft of July, 1781, will 
ever be accouniea an important day to the 
eaftern branch of the Britiih empire. It 
broke that fpell which was formed by the 
defeat of Colonel Baillie, and deftroyed that 
refped: which the name of H)der-Ally- 
Cawn had obtained, from that difaftrous to 
this profperous event, among fuperflitious 
obfervers, vvhofe opinions are formed by the 
imprefiion of ftriking events, more than by 
the deductions of reafon. 

The General, on the 3d of July, return- 
ed his thanks to the troops, gave orders for 
a feu de joic, and difpatched cxprefl'es to 
every quarter with the news of the victory. 
His Majefty’s 73d regiment, on account of 
their diftinguifhed fteadinefs in the field, as 
well as their exemplary deportment in quar- 
ters, wereprcfcnted by the General with fifty 
pounds to buy a pair of bag-pipes. 

While thefe things were tranfaded near 
Porto Novo, a detachment under Tippoo 
Sajb had inverted Vandiwafli, and begun to 

conrtrud 
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eenftrudt batteries, and to nlake other' ne- 
ceflary preparations for a fiege. The Ge- 
neral therefore determined to march to the 
northward, in order to relieve this place, 
and afterwards to form a jundlion with the 
Bengal detachment. Tippoo, on the ap- 
proach of our army, precipitately raifed the 
liege of Vaadiwalh, and joined the main 
army under Hyder, in the neighbourhood of 
Arcot. 

Sir Eyre Coote, reinforced by ten batta- 
lions of Sepoys and twenty pieces of can- 
non, fent from Bengal under the command 
of Colonel Pearfe, laid liege to TripalTore, 
which furrendered on the 2 2d of Augull, 
on terms of capitulation. A very feafon- 
able fupply of paddy being found in the 
fort, the troops were provided with fublill- 
ence for feveral days, and the General, hear- 
ing that Hyder was, in full force, at the 
diftance of about lixteen miles, marched to-’- 
wards him, in order if polfible to bring him 
to an engagement : the only meafure that 
feemed to promife enlargement from fur- 
rpunding difficulties. Hyder, on the ap- 
proach 
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1781. proach of the Engliih army, fell back a few 
miles, to the ground on which he bad de- 
feated the detachment under Colonel Bad- 
lie, where he took a very ftrong pofition ; 
and where, under the notion of its being a 
fortunate fpot, he determined to try Jiis for- 
tune in a fecond battle, 

Thefe things being faithfully reported to 
the Britiih commander, he marched towards 
the enemy on the 27th, in the morning, 
when, about eight o’clock, he difeovered 
his army drawn up in order of battle, in 
full force, to receive him, and in podeffion 
of many ftrong and advantageous pofts, 
rendered ftill more fbrmidable by the nature 
of the interjacent country, which was in- 
terfered by very deep courfes of water.— 
Some cannon-ftiot being fired at our advan- 
ced guard, the army was immediately or- 
dered to halt, till the baggage could b^ 
■ drawn to a ftation alfotted for it in the rcar. 
This being done, the fecond line, confifting 
of two brigades, turned to a fituation of 
feme ftrength on the left. The firft line, 
confifting of three brigades, filed off to the 

place 
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place where the advanced guard had been 1781* 
bred on and formed in the face of a fire of fix 
or eight pieces of cannon. This brought the 
front of the ftrft line to a right angle with 
that of the fecond, or, in military language* 
it gave the army a double front with a large 
interval. The General then ordered die 
firfl line to pufh through a fpace of ground 
covered with bufhes and underwood* and to 
florm the enemy’s guns. When they clear- 
ed thefe obflrudtions* nothing was to be ieen 
except a line of horfemen at fome diflance: 
but fuddenly the fame guns that had been 
firing on our front* opened an enfilade on 
both our fianks. 

When Hyder had thus completely entan- 
gled the firfl line* and not before* he opened 
a moft tremendous cannonade on the fecond. 

Sir Hector Monro* who commanded die firft 
line* was of his own accord bringing round 
his front to the left* when he received orders 
from the General to join the fecond line* as 
the left brigade under Colonel Owen were 
fcarcely able to maintain their ground.— 
Thedivifionoftheaimy commanded by Mon- 
ro, 
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1781. ro, after making the circuit that has been de- 
fcribed, found themfelves, now, on the very 
fpot where Colonel Baillie made his laft 
Hand. The fragments of bodies, the legs, 
arms and fkulls, the manoeuvres that were 
made, and the noife of the cannon, brought 
the bloody tragedy of September, 1780, full 
in their view, and made an imprefllon on 
their imaginations, which was to be fur- 
mounted only by militaiy difeipline, and a 
fenfe of honour. 

The firft line now doling, and prelent- 
ing the fame front with the fecond, the 
whole army, in one connedled line, was 
ordered to advance on the enemy’s artil- 
lery. On this order. Sir Hedor Monro 
fubmitted to the Commander in Chief, what 
was murmured throughout the whole line, 
whether it would not be improper to aban- 
don the flielter they derived from a long a- 
venue and other trees, fince the ground be- 
tween the two armies was fuch as could not 
be pafled, and that an attempt to move clofe 
up vvith the enemy, in that diredion, would 
onlyeirpofe them to the weight of their can- 
non, 
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non, without the poffibility of their eff^- 1781* 
ing any object that might compenfate fo 
great a difadvantage* The General, in an 
hurry of fpirits, which at fuch acrifis might 
be well excufed, and not perhaps attending 
to what Sir Hedlor Monro had faid, replied 
to his fecond in command, “ Sir, you talk 
“ to me when you fliould be doing your 
** duty*.” In obedience, therefore, to the 
General’s orders, the troops advanced more 
and more within reach of the enemy’s can- 
non. The men dropped faft, difliked their 
lituation, and became impatient. One tum- 
bril had blown up at the inftant when the 
two lines of the army were doling in one : 
a fecond blew up now together with fomc 
limber boxes. Orders for fome manoeuvere 
were now expedled from the General, by 
the firft line, with great anxiety, but none 
arrived. Sir Heftor Monro, fitting by the 
only tree that .was in the plain, in a fullen 
mood, rcfufed to give any orders whatever. 


* This circumftance is mentlond here, on account of Sii^ 
Iie£lor Monro’s having quitted the army, as foon as he could, 
and never again ferving under Sir Eyre Cootc. 


t 


The 
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1781. The iecond line was in the utmoft confii- 
fion. The battalions, in opening for the 
purpofc of giving way to did enemy’s (hot, 
had fallen into chifters and become noify. 
Had the enemy charged our toen with his 
numerous cavalry, from the lesft, at any pe- 
riod of the two hours during which our 
affairs were in this perilous fitoatlon, it i» 
not improbable that Wt would have fuderecl 
difcomhture Rnd defeat : and that the plains 
of Ticoallufti, a iecond time ftrewed with 
die mangled bodies of the Englifli, would 
have rivetted the ftiperflition, and inflamed 
die cruelty of the barbarian conqueror.— 
Our cavalry, indeed, might have made good 
their retreat, as they were at fome didance 
with the baggage: but the foot fcldiera 
would never have been able to efcape from 
the field: no! not perhaps even in the 
charader of prifoners. 

Happily, the difordcr of our line could 
not be eafily perceived by the enemy : and 
there is reafon to fuppofe that he neither, 
knew of that confufion, nor formed die plan , 
of hit operations, on the fuppolition that 

any 
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ftn]f confufion was to happen. His chief 1781. 
defign, was to revive the fpirits of his troops, 
and to convince the princes of the couotiy, 
that he could yet engage, ai^d make h^ 
againft the greateil European arm^ that had 
ever taken the hdid in India. 

The evening was now far advanced, when 
Hyder drew off his guns^ and all was ii- 
lence. It was thought adviiieabk, at the 
fame time, that our army Ibould march 
back to the ftrong ground from which they 
had advanced. When the circumilaoces 
that rendered it expedient to retire, were 
urged in a conference among the principal 
officers, one of the gentlanen happened un- 
fortunately to make ufe of the word retnat* 

The General fwore that he had never re- 
treated in his life, but that he would perndt 
the army to fall back. This happy expreffion 
was followed |?y immediate orders for the 
troops to turn to the right about. 

Our lofs, on this day, was heavier than 
on the I ft of July, and that of the enemy 
left, which was owning to their having 

ftieltercd 
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1 7,8 1 . flickered themfelves under the cover of tanks* 
and other grounds which they poflefled, 
favourable for that purpofe. Of our privates 
fix hundred cither periflied in the field or 
were delperately wounded. General Stuart 
loft his leg by a cannon-fliot, whilft bravely 
conducing the fecond line to the fupport 
of a poft which the Commander in Chief 
had occupied at the commencement of the 
engagement, and on which the enemy 
had kept up a fevere fire. The fame Ihot 
akb carried away the leg of Colonel Brown, 
and by his death, which foon followed, de* 
prived tlie Eaft- India Company of a very 
old and faithful fervant, and the army, of 
an able and very experienced officer. Cap- 
tain Hiflop, alfo, a very aftive and fpirited 
officer, and one of the General’s aid-de- 
camps, fell in this obftinate and indecifive* 
not to fay undecided, engagement. 

The hircarrahs, or fpies, fent out by th« 
General to difeover Hyder’s further plans, 
brought intelligence that the enemy had de- 
termined to attack the Englifh army, fome 
hour between midnight and break of day. 

In- 
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in cbnfequence of this, orders were iiTued 178 li 
for the tvhole line to lie all night under 
arras, iti the front of the encampment; 

While our army guarded againft an imagi- 
nary attackj the report of which had been 
ihduftiioufly circulated by Hyder, that cau- 
tious commander, who judged it imprudent 
to leave his unconnedted, in the vicinity of 
Our difciplined army, under the cloud of 
night, was retreating to a diftance that 
might fecure him againft a furprize. 

On the 28th of Auguft, our dead wer6 . 
buried, and the Wounded colledted and 
drelTed. The next day, our troops bein^ 
mafters of the field of battle, and Hyder at 
fome diftance, the Qeneral ordered the men 
under arms, when bur guns and fraall armfe 
announced a vidtory. The tents and bag- 
gage were then packed, and the troops put 
in motion for Tripaflbrei where they en- 
camped on the 30th. Hyder called this 
march a retreat, and claiming a vidtory, pro- 
claimed one, in all the pomp of warj to the 
nations'.of Hindoftan* 


VoL. I. 


o 


There 



210 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


*1781. There was not any thing memorable that 
occurred before the 27th of September, 
when the English army, having pitched 
their camp, the day before, within four 
miles of Hyder, who waited for them at the 
pafs of Chillangur, was put in motion to try 
the fortune of a new battle. The baggage 
was thrown into a theatre which the hand 
of nature had formed. The fecond brigade, 
with the two flank companies of the 73d regi- 
ment, the cavalry, and a train of twenty-two 
pieces of cannon, broke from the main body, 
and moved for fome high ground to the left 
of the enemy’s line of encampment, not yet 
llruck, while the main army continued to 
jdvance, in one line, upon the enemy’s front. 
Hyder, who had affured himfelf from ex- 
perience that Sir Eyre Coote would keep 
the whole of his troops together, and of 
courfe, had only guarded againft a direct 
movement on his front, kept a fteady eye on 
the left of our line and on the baggage. — 
A change of difpolition in an army unwieldy, 
and without fiibordination, involves an im- 
mediate retreat. Such was the army head- 
c 4 jby Hyder- Ally. That experienced Ge- 
nial 
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nfcral, therefore, inftead of refijfting the dc- 1781. 
tachment, endeavoured only to alarm them 
with a (hew, and a flight attack by a body 
of horfe. He abandoned his defign upon 
the left wing of our army and baggage, and, 
after a Abort fire from his guns, ordered them 
to be carried off. 

In doing this, his horfe were brought 
Under our cannon, and fuffered greatly. In 
the hurry of retirement, his guns were, at 
one time, huddled together in a miry place, 
which encouraged our men to advance a- 
gainfl: the enemy with greater rapidity.-^ 
Hyder, on perceiving this, inftantly charged 
the aflailants with a body of his befl: cavalry. 

This force interrupted the progrefs of our 
line ; but after receiving many difeharges of 
grape, and in reality furmounting their dan- 
gers, inilead of riding againft the files, they 
galloped through an opening they found in 
the line, and never flopped till they found 
themfelves without the reach of our cannon. 

One field piece, being a fix-pounder, was 
found by our men, funk to the axle, and 
O a dif- 
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1781. difcovered to be one of the eight guns bt- 
longing to Colonel Baillie. 

Night having overtaken our troops in 
the midft of their viftory, the fecond brigade 
was called in, and the army encamped. In 
this adlion, which, from the pafs, is called 
the battle of Chillangur, Hyder-Ally loft 
one thoufand men, and a greater number of 
horfes. The lofs, on our fide, did not ex* 
ceed that of one officer and fix ty private fol- 
diers. 

The General, without money and with - 
out provifions, did not think it advifable to 
purfue the retr^ting enemy : but, on the 
day after the adion, directing his march to 
the interior PollarAs, he came over eight 
miles of fatiguing ground, and encamped. 
What he had now in view, was, to offer the 
Polygars the fame terms .which, in the day 
of our profperity we had violated, if they 
would elpoufe our caufe, and give up the in- 
terefts of Hyder-Ally. 


Thefe 
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The Polygars enjoy a degree cf freedom 1781.' 
unknown in the plains of India, the ftrength 
of their fituation, amidft hills, woods, and 
deep ravines, producing the fame effedls 
with the like fituations in other countries. 

There never was a power, among all the 
conquerors in India, to whom they fo foon 
became tributary as that formidable invader, 
Ilyder-Ally. The chief of the Polygars, 
in this part of the country. Bom Razee, 
had promifed to furnifli Sir Eyre Coote 
both with money and rice, after Hyder 
fliould be defeated, when he might do it 
with fafety. The General now called upon 
him to fulfil his promifes. The promifes 
were continued, but the rice and money 
were not produced. Thp General, there- 
fore, having ferved out his laft meafurc of 
rice, broke through the barrier, and pene- 
trated into the interior Pollams, by a forced 
march, on the ift of Odtober, determined 
to compel Bqm Razee to fulfil his engage- 
ments. On the 5 th, he fent out detach- 
ments from his camp at the village of At- 
famancherry, to bring in cattle and rice 
wherever they cojild be found. Thefe Bom 
O 3 Razee 
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1781. Razee induftrioufly threw in the way of our 
parties i a policy by which he hoped to avert 
the immediate vengeance of the Englifli, 
whom he effentially ferved, and to obtain 
from Hyder, in cafe of a reverfe of fortune, 
not only indulgence and excufe on the fcore 
of compulfion, but indemnification for his 
heavy Ioffes. 

On the yth of Odober, a detachment of 
fix battalions, two hundred horfe, and 
twelve field-pieces, under the command of 
Colonel Owen, marched out of the camp 
in the night, with the defign of intercept-, 
ing a large convoy from the Myforean coun- 
try on its way to Hyder’s encampment at 
Lalpet. But Hyder, as ufual, receiving 
early intelligence of this attempt, ordered 
the convoy to return to one of ^s pofts.-^ 
In the mean time, as our affairs had now 
begun to wear a pleafing afpeft, the army, 
without departing from that vigilance and 
military difeipline which became their fitu- 
ation, enjoyed a grateful and falutary relaxa- 
tion after their toils, in th^ delightful vale 
in which they were encamped, and Sir Eyre 

Coote 
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Coote liberally entertained his officers at a 1781, 
plentiful and feftive board. But, on the 
23 d, having received the news of Colonel 
Owen’s difappointment and retreat, as foon 
as matters could be arranged after being lb 
long in a fixed camp, they defeended from 
the Polygar country, crofled the plain of 
Paliput, and joined the detachment under 
Colonel Owen at the village of Mydowad- 
dee. 

A few days previous to the 23d, a com- 
pany of European grenadiers commanded by 
Captain Moore, together with two twelve- 
pounders and fome petards, joined Colonel 
Owen for the declared purpole of llorming 
the fort of Chittore. Hyder, not waiting 
for Owen’s march to Chittore, formed the 
defign of cutting him off, by coming be- 
tween his camp and the pafs to which it 
was near. For this end, foon after it was 
dark, in the night of the a 2d, he began his 
march from Lalpet, and, notwkhffanding 
the delays that ufually attend a nodurnul 
movement, he had gained in his progrefs 
four hours of day-light before Colonel Owen 
O 4 . received 
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178 1, received any intelligence of his fecret expe- 
dition. The Colonel, who had encamped 
only two miles weftward of the pafs, fortu- 
nately arrived, by a rapid march, before the 
enemy. As the detachment began to defile, 
Hyder’s cannon-lliot fell among them with 
great execution. The confufion into which 
this threw the battalion in the rear, encou- 
raged a body of hqrfe to rufli upon them at 
full gallop. The battalion was quickly dif- 
perfed, and Captain Walker, who com- 
manded it, was killed. The fall of this 
excellent officer and amiable man, on whom 
the according voice of all who knew him 
had beftov/ed the epithet of homji, was ex- 
ceedingly lamented, and drew not a little 
odium and reproach upon his battalion, to 
v/hofe irrefolution it was generally afcribed. 
The Sepoys feeing this battalion, which had 
hitherto been efteemed one of the bcft in 
the fervice, thus driven before the enemy, 
loft all regard to the word pf command* 
and fell into difprder and confternation.-r- 
What faved the detachment from entire de- 
ftruftion, was, Captain’s Moore’s company 
of Europeans, who at this critical moment 

wheeled 
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wheeled rapidly to the rear, and pourpd r 
i volley of ftiot among the enemy, preffing 
■ in crowds round a field-piece which put 
• Sepoys had dcferted. By this l]:)inte4 ailipn 
the gun was recovered, the party that croud- 
ed around it difperfed, the rapidity of the 
purfuit checked, and the Sepoys, recover- 
ed from their panic, reunited to the ef- 
fedive force of our little army. Captain 
Moore ftill kept in the rear, which enabled 
Colonel Owen to make good his retreat with 
difeipline, and without further rifk of dc?- 
firudion. Intelligence being received of 
the approach of the army, the detachment 
halted, and Hyder, rightly conjeduring, if 
not particularly informed of what had hapr 
pened, withdrew the purfuit, and returned 
to his camp at Lalpet. In this expedition 
feven officers, and about three hundred men, 
w'ere killed or wounded. Colonel Owen, 

.with all his caftip equipage, loft his private 
baggage ; but this was paid for by govern- 
ment, at the particular defire of the Com- 
mander in Chief* 

ThP 
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1781. The General, on the 26th Odober, re- 
moved his camp to Paliput, whither a de- 
tachment returned on the 30th, that had 
carried the lick and wounded to Tripaffore, 
This party fell in by accident with feven 
hundred bullocks laden with fait, which 
adbrded a iealbnable lupply to our troops, 
Thefe bullocks were the rear of a convoy 
of five thoufand deftined for Hyder’s camp ; 
a due degree of information would have cn - 
abled our men to make an eafy acquifition 
of tl^ wholci 

Thefe immaterial circumftanccs are in- 
troduced here as prefatory to an important 
obfervation made by every gentleman in the 
army that fcrved in the war againft Hyder- 
Ally-Cawn, and Tippoo Saib, whether on 
the coaft of Malabar or the Carnatic. — 
battalion was never detached from our army 
but Hyder had the earlieft notice of it : of 
Hyder’s moft capital movements we had 
not the fmallefl intelligence. — Hyder, it is 
well known, paid liberally fot information'; 
and it is as well known, that a mofl fparing 
hand dealt out the money that was paid for 

ours. 
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ours. The natives of the Carnatic, though 1781; 
by nature pufillanimous, will undergo great 
hazards for the fake of gain : but the mean- 
eft hireling will not incur the riik of tor- 
ments and death for jhe pagodas: yet fecrct- 
Xervice money was charged to government 
to a large amount. — Surmifes fell on ibme 
agents ; but none on the General. 

About the ift of November, at fome dif- 
tance ftom the Englifh camp near the village 
of Pafiput, a valuable quantity of rice w as 
found, andfufficientforthefupplyof thegarri- 
fon of Vellore, which from the want of that 
neceffary article was at this time in the great- 
eft diftrefs. In conveying the rice to that 
place, our army met not with the ieaft mo- 
leftation : not that our movements efcaped 
the ufual vigilance of Hyder, but becauie 
he* was not able, at this juncture, to bring 
his numerous and ill-regulated body, go- 
verned not by difcipline, but in a great mea- 
fure by circumftances cf fuperftition and 
currents of paffion, to meet our men in the 
field of battle. This fupply, therefore, 1 
notwithftanding the reports induftrioufly 

fpread 
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1781. Ipread by the enemy, of ftations occupied 
for cutting it off, was fafely conveyed to 
Vellore: and, on the yth, the army fat 
down before Chittore/ which, after a fiegc 
of two days, when our troops were in rea-. 
dinefs to ftorm it, propofed, on the loth, 
terms of capitulation. The Keeladar, ha- 
ving fortified himfelf with bang, came out, 
with a few attendants, cairying a flag of 
truce, and boldly declared, that he would 
defend Chittore to the laft extremity, un^ 
lefs the garrifon ihould be permitted to go 
where they pleafed, and to carry off all their 
private property. His conditions were grant- 
ed, and the fort was given up. The fenior en- 
gineer of our army, Captain Tippet, was killed 
by a random ball from a match-lock piece j 
but the firing from two very bad guns did 
not the fmalleft hurt to any of our officers 
or foldiers. From the forts of Charangooly, 
TripafTore, and Chittore, being without ar- 
tillery, we may fuppofe that Hydcr never 
confidered them as tenable. The garrifbns 
held on the frontier were in a far different 
ilate of defence. 


At 
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At this time the heavens threatened every 1781* 
Inftant the fall of the Monfoon floods ; yet 
ftill the army continued to lie before Chit* 
tore, from the reduition of which they had 
not derived one advantage. They became ' 
ftraitened for want of rice to feed the Se* 
poys, and began to feel the diilrefles of for- 
ces checked in their views, and cut off from 
their fupplies. The General, who no doubt 
had his reafons for continuing before Chit- 
tore, was difappointed in fome expe(Station> 
not publicly revealed, and manifeilcd un- 
equivocal fymptoms of chagrin and difeon- 
tent. 

But, upon the 15 th of November, Sir 
Eyre Coote was called from this feene pf 
'inadtion, and apparent fufpence, by a letter 
received from Captain Temple, the officer 
left at Paliput, informing him that Hydet 
in perfon had fajlen on his pofl: unexpedt- 
edly, that he himfelf and his Sepoys had 
found protedtion in the hills, but that the 
baggage and guns had become the property 
of the enemy. Orders were now given for 
the army to march next morning from 

Chittorc, 



ttz 


MEMOIRS OP Tttft 


17S1. Chittorei in which Captain Lamotte was 
left with two field-pieces and a battalion of 
Sepoys. When the General began to move 
from this place, on the 1 6th, Mahommed 
Aliy, one of Hyder’s auxiliary chiefs, made 
a ftiew of cavalry, as if he meant to dilpute 
the palTage of the Englifli over the river 
Ponee, but retreated before a few cannon 
balls. The army foon after this encamped 
at the pafs of Delamampetta, through which 
th^ defeended on the 17 th of Novembeiv 
and halted at Paliput. Here they were 
joined by Captain Temple’s battalion, and 
the General was informed that it had been 
determined by Hyder, that Tippoo Ihould 
march through the Pollams, flop at Pol lore, 
and, with the guns he Ihould take there ad- 
ded to thofe of which he had became mailer 
at Paliput, advance to the liege of Tripaf- 
Ibrc, 


A heavy cannonade, heard in the En-» 
glilh camp, within a few hours, con- 
firmed this intelligence, and fummoned, in 
all the terrific pomp of war, the Englilh 
army, to the relief of thdr friends in dillrefs^ 

On 
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On the 19th, they had no fooner Qiit 1781* 
in thdr march to Tripaflbrc, th^i the 
clouds broke, and thoie rains defeended* 
which, in the fall of the year, pouring frean 
the perpendicular lides of extenfive moun- 
tains, render the rivers impaffable in the 
fliort fpace of two days. The General, ur- 
ged by the gathering floods, with the beds 
of three rivers on the rout that lay before 
him, continued his march without interrup- 
tion till ten o’clock at night, when the 
van was ordered to halt : but the rear did 
not come up till one o’clock on the next 
day. The roads were already fo mucdi 
deepened by the rains, that an elephant, 
three camels, and a number of horfes, with 
many carriages and bullocks, (luck fail; in | 
the mud, and were left behind our men on 
their march. The laft branch of the Polaar 
was found juft fordable when they crofted it 
on the 2 1 ft. Pn the evening of that day 
the army encamped near Tripaflbre, wiA 
no more tlian two days proviftons. Tippoo 
Saib, although he had made a breach m ene 
of the fides of the forts, had withdrawn his 
forces; acircumftance which ieemed to juf- 

. tify 
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1^8 1, tify the opinion of the commanding officer j ■ 
that Tippoo did not a£t with a view To ob- 
tain poflcffion of Tripaflbre, and that the 
attack on this place was a plan of Hyder’s 
for drawing the Englilli from the Pollams. 
It happened fortunately for our army, what- 
ever were the ftratagems of the enemy, that 
the cannonade againft Tripaflbre haftened 
their Heps as they returned from thole hilly 
regions. 

Sir Eyre Coote, November 23d, altered 
the pofition of the troops by encamping oii 
the Coccalore plain above Tripaflbre. The 
army, having loft one third of the ftrength 
it pofleljred when it marched, in Auguft> 
from the Mount, occupied, on the 3d of 
December, the cantonements from which 
it had been drawn together on the fame 
month of the preceding year. This cam- 
paign abounds with incidents more inter- 
elting in their nature, as they lead to ge- 
neral concluflons, than important in their 
immediate and particular effedts. It was not 
marked by siny event that promifed to decide 
the general iflue of the war, but it lliewed 

Europeans 
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Europeans the means by which they may 1781. 
be fuccefsfully oppofed by Afiatic enemies. 

While our army lay encamped on the 
plain of Coccalore, a royal falute was fired 
on account of the redudion of the Dutch 
garrifon of Negapatnam, by the combined 
forces of the navy under Sir Edward 
Hughes, and the army ftationed in Tanjore, 
the command of which had been given to 
Major-General Sir Hedor Monro. The 
garrifon, in this place, had been reinforced 
by a large detachment of Hyder-Ally's 
troops, and new works had been added, by 
French engineers, to the fortifications. — 

The garrifon confifted of eight tboufand 
men, but of thefe only five hundred were 
Europeans. On the 21 ft of Odober, the 
Company’s troops appeared at Nagore. — 

The fame day, the whole corps of marines, 
amounting to four hundred and forty-three, 
officers included, landed, and joined the 
Company’s troops j and, on the 2 2d, a bat- 
talion of feameii from thefquadron, conlift- 
ing of eight hundred and tvventy-feven, in- 
cluding officers, was alfo landed ; the whole 

Voc. 1. P under 
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1781. under the command of the Captains Mac<^ 
kenzie, Mackay, and Reynolds, with or- 
ders to co-operate with Sir Hedlor Monro 
to the utmoft, in all meafures for the reduc- 
tion of Negapatnam. In the mean time, 
battering cannon for the attack, confifting 
of four eighteen-pounders, and two twelve- 
pouhders, iron guns from the tranfports, 
with twelve eighteen-pounders from the 
(hips of the fquadron, two mortars with 
their carriages, and a fuitable quantity, of 
amunition of all kinds, were landed through 
a great furf by the boats of the fquadron, 
and on rafts, or catamarans, made for 
that purpofe, with incredible fatigue to the 
men, but at the fame time with incredible 
Ipeed and alacrity. 

The ftrong lines which the enemy had 
thrown up, flanked by redoubts, to cover 
^nd defend the approach tQ the town, being 
ftormed, and carried by our troops, the Ge- 
neral opened ground againft the north face 
of the fort on the 3d of November, and the 
approaches were carried on with great ra- 
pidly. On the 5 th Sir Edward Hughes 

moved 
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moved with a part of the fquadron nearer 1781. 
to the fort, on the flank of the Britifh lines, 
and on the 6th, early in the morning, he 
came on fliore, to concert with the General 
the befl: means of carrying on the liege with 
vigour. A battery of ten eighteen-pounders, 
within three hundred paces of the walls of 
the place being ready to open, a joint fum* 
mons was fent from the General and Ad- 
miral to the Dutch Governor, requiring him 
to capitulate, which he refufed to do in po- 
fitive terms. But a moll: formidable breach - 
battery having played on a baftion with 
great effedt, the Dutch Governor, who, du- 
ring the courle of the liege had made two 
defperate fallies, with the greater part of 
the garrifon, early in the morning of the 
1 1 th demanded a parley, and fent out two 
commiflioners to the General in camp, with 
terms of honourable capitulation, which 
were granted. * 

The Admiral, after experiencing all the 
viciflitudes of a monfoon, and receiving 
on board his fquadron a detachment of 
the Company’s land forces, conlifting of an 
P 2 officer 
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1781. officer and thirty European %nd native ar- 
tillery, and about five hundred volunteer Se- 
poys, under a captain and five fubalterns* 
failed from the road of Negapatnam, on the 

1782. 2d of January, and arrived in Trincomale 
Bay, in the ifland of Ceylon, on the 4th, 
where he found an Englifti fliip of war, 
under the command of Captain Montague, 
that had been ftationed, by the forefight 
and aftivity of Government, ever fince the 
month of Auguft, 1781, for the purpofe of 
blocking up the Dutch fhips in the har- 
bour. Our troops were landed on the 5th, 
and, on the night of that day, Trincomale 
fort was taken without refiftance. The 
grenadier company of marines, with the 
guns, rufhed into it through the gateway, 
while the Governor was drawing up terms 
of capitulation. In this fortrefs, which com- 
manded the only place where provifions and 
ftpres could be landed from the fliips, ten 
iron guns were found of different calibres : 
and three officers with forty men were made 
prifoncrs. 


The 
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"fhe Admiral now diredted his force a- 1782. 
gainft Fort Oftenburgh, fituated on the top 
of an high hill which commanded the har- 
bour, and containing all that remained of 
the ftrength of the enemy. After an inter- 
change of feveral polite and friendly letters, 
between Sir Edward Hughes and Van Al- 
Jbert Homoed the Governor, who had lived 
on the footing of intimate acquaintance and 
perfonal attachment, Oftenburgh was taken 
by alTault, about day-light, in the morning 
pf January iith. The affailants had the 
misfortune of loling Lieutenant George 
Long, fecond lieutenant to the Admiral, 
who was killed as he bravely advanced to 
the allault at the head of his company, and 
alfo twenty non-commiffioned and private 
feamen and marines. Lieutenant Wolfely, 
who commanded a company of feamen. 
Lieutenant Samuel Orr, who commanded 
the grenadier company of marines, and did 
duty as a Brigade-Major, and forty non- 
commiffioned and private feamen and ma- 
rines were wounded. The eneriiy loft but 
few men, as they foon, for the moft part, 
threw down their arms ; and their lives, 

P 3 though 



1782. though forfeited by the laws of war, were 
Ipared by the clemency of the conqueror ..-r 
The Governor with the garrifon, confifting 
of about four hundred Europeans, include 
ing officers, were taken prifoner§. 

By thefe fucceflcs, eafily obtained, the 
Dutch were driven entirely from the coaft 
of Coromandel, an avenue was opened to 
the reduftion of their fcttlements in Ceylon, 
^and a door was opened into the heart of 
Tanjore, which fpread the terror of the En- 
glilh name throughout that and the adjacent 
countries. Hyder- Ally’s troops evacuated 
all the forts and ftrong-pofts they held in 
Manjore; and die Polygars in the Marawa 
and Tinavelly provinces, who, at the infti- 
gation of Hyder, had rebelled againft the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, and taken part a- 
gainfl; us, returned to their obedience. 

The redudion of tlic Dutch forts was a 
meafure that originated with Lord Macart- 
ney, who fuccceded to the inglorious Mr. 
Whitehill in the government of Madras, 

and 



LATE WAR IN ASIA. 2jr 

and who firft brought the news of a Dutch 1782. 
War, in June 1781, to India. 

While the Englifh fleet was employed in 
making and fecuring the eafy acquifitions 
above deferibed, the movements of our land 
armies in the Carnatic and in Tanjore were 
as follow.— Sir Eyre Coote, informed of the 
diftrefs, marched to the relief of the garri- 
fon of Vellore : but, on the 5th, indifpofi- 
tion, arifing not more from bodily fatigue 
and the cares of war, than from the vexati- 
ous dilputes in which he found himfelf in- 
volved with the new Governor of Madras, 
was obliged to halt at Tripaflbre. The 
General’s declining frame, on this anxious 
day, was threatened with inftant diflolution, 
and his life was defpaired of for feveral 
hours. On the 6th, however, his ftrength 
was fo far reftored, as to admit of being 
home in his palanquein. The army rejoi- 
ced at his difeovery, refumed their march, 
and encamped at a village called Edinburg, 
which, from its famenefs with the name of 
the capital of Scotland, aflfeded the 73d 
P 4 regiment 
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1782. regiment with a lively and tender recollect 
tlon of their native countiy. 

Nothing material pafied till the loth, 
when the army, nowin the fight of Vellore, 
with the convoy to the right under the hills, 
dragging their artillery through a deep mo- 
rafs, which Hyder had thrown in their way 
by breaking down the banks of a tank, 
were ftruck with the appearance of the 
enemy’s line, which to the eye appeared to 
be regular, fliooting towards their rear and 
baggage. But happily our army had d-olT- 
ed the morafs before they came up. A di- 
fiant cannonaae now commenced, which 
lafted above fix hours, and by which we 
had three fubaltern officers and fixty-nine 
foldiers killed, or loft to the fervice by heavy 
cannon-ffiot wounds. The convoy was 
fafely lodged in Vellore on tlie nth, and on 
the 13 th, the army coming up to the lame 
morafs, in their return, found Hyder pre- 
pared on the other fide to difpute their paf- 
fage. A diftant cannonade took place be- 
tween the two armies, by which the Eng- 
gliffi loft Captain Lucas of the attillery, and 

nearly 
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oearly the fame number of men that fell by 1782, 
tlie firing of the i oth. Hyder fell back, 
and our men purfued their march. 

Upon the 1 5th, the army, after a long 
jnarch, encamped near Tritani Pagoda, from 
whence the enemy’s camp was feen at a di- 
ftance, fronting ours. On the i6th, the 
General moved the army about two miles 
nearer the enemy, who alfo, on their part, 
drew fomewhat nearer to our troops. Va~ 
rious manoeuvres were pradlifed on both 
fidei. Sir Eyre Coote challenged Hyder* 

Ally to try the fortune of a battle on ground 
approved by the Englifli ; and Hyder, in 
his turn, challenged Sir Eyre Coote to come 
on and meafure the ftrength of the Engliih 
with his, on ground which he had cholen. 

After a mutual difcharge of artillery, the 
armies parted, and pitched their tents. 

The Engliih General, having returned to 
the Mount, applied himfelf to the conftruc- 
tion of magazines, one at Chingliput and 
one at Tripalfore ; a meafure which, could 
have been carried into execution fooncr, 

would 
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1782. would have Ibftened the inconveniencie?, 
given lyftein to the marches, and advantage 
and efFedt to the victories gained by the ar* 
my. The continuance of our troops in this 
ftation was prolonged by the unhappy dif- 
ferences between Sir Eyre Coote and Lord 
Macartney, which made it neceflary for the 
General to folicit frwfi the Supreme Coun- 
cil of Bengal the reftoration of his authori- 
ty over the fouthern army, that he might 
be able to dire<St the co-operation of the 
whole force under his command, in fuch a 
manner as might facilitate his own, * and 
counteradl the movements of the enemy. 

With the inaction of our main army 
at this time, however neceflary in fome re- 
fpedts, we are to connedt, perhaps, in the 
relation of caufe and eft'e( 5 t, the overthrow 
of our fouthern army in Tanjorc, under 
Colonel Braithwaite, and the re-capture of 
conquefts made from Hyder-Allyonthecoaft 
of Malabar. 

The troops under the command pf Co- 
lonel Braithwaite, deftined for the protec- 
tion 



XATE WAR IN ASIA. 235 

tion of Tanjoro and the neighbouring pro- 1782, 
vinces, confifted of twenty-five European 
and one hundred and thirteen native artil- 
lery, ten field-pieces, one howitzer, one hun- 
dred and forty-two native cavalry mounted, 
and the fame number difinounted, one hun- 
dred and nineteen light infantry, with twen- 
ty-three artillery attached to the cavalry, 
the tenth battalion, and eight companies of 
the thirteenth battalion of Sepoys, two gre- 
nadier companies of the fixteenth battalion, 
aud fix grenadier companies of Sepoys.— 

This force, amounting to about two thou- 
fand and thirteen men, infantry and cavaliy, 
lay in camp on the banks of the Coleroon, 
at the dillance of forty miles from Tanjore. 
Colonel Braithwaite, lituated in an open 
plain, was evidently expofed to the enemy’s 
cavalry ; though apparently fecured from 
any liidden attack, by feveral large and deep 
rivers which lay between him and Hyder- 
Ally, who was at a confiderable diftance. — 

But Hyder, apprized of thefc circumftances, 
determined to cut off this detachment, as 
he had. done that under Colonel BaiIJie. 


Tippoo 
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1781. Tippoo Saib, accompanied by Monlieot 
Lally with four hundied French infantry, 
marched on this enterprize, at the head of 
twenty thoufand troOps of his own, one half 
of wliich was cavalry. With this formi- 
dable army, and twenty pieces of cannon, 
he faddcnly farrounded the Englifh, unpre- 
pared and unable to refill: him. Colonel 
BraitlivA^aitc, on the approach of Tippoo, 
endeavoured to march off to Tanjore, or 
fome other place of fafety. Superior num- 
bers on the fide of the enemy rendered this 
impofilble, and brought on an aeflion, which 
was continued from the i6th to the 18th 
day of February. For the fpace of twenty- 
fix hours, an unremitted fire of cannon and 
finall arms was fupported on both fides. 
ThcEnglifli commander, attacked in every 
quarter, that he might prelent a front every 
way to the enemy, threw his detachment 
into an hollow fquare, with his field-pieces 
interfperfed in its faces, and his fmall body 
of cavalry in the centre. The Colonel, 
though wounded and bleeding, would not 
withdraw from the feene of aftion for a 
moment : but encouraged the efiforts of his 

intrepid 
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intrepid little army, by looks, voice, 17S2. 

adtion. A violent cannonade on all fides 
was expcdted to make a breach in our lines, 
in ^jme quarter of the fquare in which our 
troops were formed or other. Tippoo 
watched every appearance that might en- 
courage an irruption of his cavalry, and 
wherever he judged that his fire arms had 
made an impreilion, he led them on by ex- 
amples, by promifes, by threats, by ftripcs, 
and fugitives flain with his own hands. — 

They advanced repeatedly to the charge, 
but were as often repelled by fhowers of 
grape-ihot, and that .of mulketry. The 
moment they were driven back, the Britifh 
cavalry rufhing forwards from the centre 
of tire fquare, through openings made by 
our well-difciplined troops for that purpofe, 
purfued them with heavy and unrefifted exe- 
cution to a proper diftance, and then return- 
ed to their proper ftations. But, at laft, 
when great unmbers of our men had fallen, 
and thofe who remained were worn down 
with wounds and fatigue, Monfieur Lally, 
at the head of his four hundred Europeans, 
with fixed bayonets, fupported by feveral 

battalions 
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*782. battalions of infantry, and flanked by prodi* 
gious numbers of cavalry, marched with 
ileady refolution to attack that fide of the 
fquare which had been moft expofed, and 
fufferedmoft in the action. Our exhauiled 
Sepoys, unable to repulfe the onfet of fuch 
a body of Europeans coming frefli into ac- 
tion, daring from the vaft: army that fup- 
ported them, and confident of fuccefs, were 
inftantly thrown into confufion. The ene- 
my’s cavalry ruflied in amongfl: our diforder- 
ed troops. A dreadful carnage enfued > nor 
w'ould one have remained of this unfortunate 
body of men to report the fate of his friends, 
if the humanity of an European officer had 
not been oppofed to the barbarous fury of 
Afiatic conquerors. Monfieur Lally loft 
not a mcmeiit in putting a ftop to the ef- 
fufion of blood. The French troops readily 
c^eyed his orders. But it was not till the 
fword of the Commander, was dyed with 
the blood of five individuals, among his na- 
tive troops, that they ceafed to indulge their 
iavage fury. 


Jt 
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It is remarkable, that nbtwithftanding 1780, 
tile length of this engagement, and the 
flaughter that followed, of upwards of 
twenty officers, one only was killed, and 
only eleven wounded. Tippoo Saib treated 
his prifoners, efpecially the officers and the 
woupded men, with great humanity : nor 
was aught omitted, within the compafs of 
his power, that might alleviate their dif- 
trefles. But a particular account of all thefe 
things is added in the fequel of thefe Military 
Memoirs. 

The efibrts of the Governor- General 
and Council, and the peribnal exertions 
of Sir Eyre Coote, ftemmed the torrent 
of invalion : but, without new channels 
for its reception, were unable to divert 
it. Hyder-Ally, notwithftanding that in 
every encounter our main army kept the 
field, . and marched and countermarched 
whitherfoever the relief of the diftrefled or 
the hope of advantage and decifive engage- 
ment called them, by the pofTeffion of 
many ftrong holds, and the devaftation of 
the open country, had eftabliffied hiffifelf fo 

firmly 
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178!. firmly in the Carnatic, that every exertion 
on our part, to drive him out from that 
quarter, was evidently beyond our ftrqngth 
and impracticable. To attack Hyder’s do- 
minions from the coaft of Malabar, which 
had before been a collaterel, became, now, 
a primary objeCt of political confideraliofl : 
for this was the only meafurc that could de- 
liver our poffeffions on the Coromandel coaft 
from their dangerous invader. 

What was now confirmed by experience, the 
lagacity of government had fufpedted. The 
firft idea, accordingly, which occurreefto the 
Governor- General, after fending a fupply of 
men and treafure to Madras, was, to make 
a diverfion in favour of our operations on 
the eaftern, by an attack on Hyder on the 
weftern coaft of the peninfulaof Hindoftan. 
But this was infeparably connected with an- 
other object : peace with the Marrattas.— 

. For this purpofe, propofals for an accom- 
modation with that nation, were tranf- 
mitted, in October, 1780, to the admini- 
ftration of Poonah, in which we oflered to 
relinquilh every conqueft, excepting Am- 

medabad 



tAtE WA*# ttl ASIA. 24t‘ 

tnedabad and Gualior, the firft of which 1781. 
had been guarantied to Futty Sing, and the 
iecon 4 >to the Ranah of Gohud, upon con- 
ditions that the Marrattas ihould unite with 
us in an ofFenfive alliance againft H)dcr- 
Ally, of whofe pofleffions a conqueft was 
to be|tnade, and equal divilion. Some fti- 
jpulations, fufficiently favourable, were pro- 
pofed relpedting Roganaut-Row. The Ra- 
jah of Berar’s offer of mediation and gua- 
rantee on this occafion was accepted, him- 
felf permitted to become a party, and the 
treaty of courfe tranfmitted to him through 
the Marratta minifler. 

It was ftipulated, among the preliminary 
articles of peace, fent at this time to Poo- 
nah, that the Commander in Chief of the 
Englifh army fhould immediately fufpend 
all hoftilities and military operations againft 
the Marrattas, whenever he Ihould receive 
a requifition to that effedt from the Paifhwaj 
and that fimilar orders Ihould be given, on 
his part, to the officer commanding the 
Marratta armies. Copies of the propofed 
treaty were fent to the Seledt Committee of 

VoL. I. Bombay, 
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1781. Bombiy, and to General Goddsurd. To the 
General formal orders were allb font for. a 
ceffation of arms whenever the Ma|ratta 
minifter Ihould require it : but, until a fuf- 
penfion of hoftilities Ihould be required, he 
was direfted to profecute the war with, the 
utmod vigour. 

Three months having elapfed from die 
date of the treaty, and no notification re- 
ceived from the Paifhwa, either of its arri- 
val, or of any refolution to which he had 
come after taking it into coqfideration, our 
military operations were continued with un- 
remitted ardour, and, in the middle of Ja- 
nuary, 1781, the whole of the army all'em- 
bled at Vifrabuy, a place about twenty 
miles inland from Baflein, which is ac- 
counted among the Hindoos a place of great 
fandity, and alfo held in high reputation for 
its hot*wells, which are laid to have great 
medicinal virtues. From this poll it was 
determined to advance to Poonah, the feat 
of the Marratta Government. 


There 
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*rhere is a chain 6f high hills, riling al~ 1781. 
tnoft perpendicularly from the plains below, 

Whidjt extends itfelf from north to fouth, 
along the Malabar coaft, from Guzzarat to 
to Cape Comorin, though indenting the 
laad at different dillances from the 6cean. 
Between the Gauts or Palfes that lead 
through this range o*f mountains into the 
country of the Marrattas to the ealt, which 
from its great elevation is ftiled the Bala 
Gaut, and bounded by the fea, on the weft 
lies a tradt of country of confiderable extent, 
called the Concan. In this country, and 
at the foot of the hills and Gauts that form 
its eaftern boundary, there was a Marratta 
army, confifting of at leaft twenty thoufand 
horfe and foot, with about fifteen pieces 
of artillery. Thefe were polled on the road 
to Bore Gaut, one of the moft eafy and 
pradlicable palfes, and where the enemy ex- 
pedled that we" meant to make oiff afeent 
into their country, as it had been made 
choice of for the fame end by the government 
of Bombay on a former occafion, and was 
in fadl the neareft, and moft convenient route 
to the Marratta capital, which is not at a 
Qj 2 greater 
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1781. greater diflance from this pafs than five and 
forty miles. The Marrattas, notwithfiand- 
ing their numbers, oppofed not any thihg to 
the progreis of our troops, excepting a few 
flight fkirmiflies, in which they always fuf- 
fcred defeat and difadvantage. But when 
our troops reached Campoley, on the 8 th of 
February, at the entrance of the Bore Gaut, 
they were informed that the enemy had 
previoufly afcended this pafs, and that there 
was reafon to apprehend that they had come 
to a rcfolution of difputing it obftinately. 
Certain intelligence was brought, that about 
forty thouland infantry, with a fuitable train 
of artillery, had taken poll at the top of it, 
and that the whole Marratta army, lately re- 
inforced by fifteen thoufand men under Hol- 
kar, and about half that number under an- 
other chief called Roganaut Pundit, was 
encamped at no great diflance. 

• 

General Goddard, confidering that dday 
w'^ould not only increafe the confidence of 
the enemy but afford them an oportunity of 
conftruding new works, which would ren- 
der/ the pafs every day more difficult and 

hazardous. 
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hazardous, refolvcd to feizc it that very 17S1. 
night by ftorm. The grenadiers, under the 
command of Colonel Parker, entered into 
the foot of the Pafs at midnight, and by 
fteep and rugged paths, through narrow and 
winding defiles, afeended to its very fummit, 
drove them from Condolah, and thus com- 
pletely fubdued all that could now obfi;ru< 5 f 
their progrefs to the place of their deftina- 
tion. The terrour of the enemy, at the near 
approach of our army to their capital, was 
fo great, that they entirely burnt and de- 
llroyed Tullicanoon, a very confiderablc 
town, about half way, and had actually 
made every preparation for fetting fire to 
Poonah, by filling the houfes with ftraw, 
and removing the inhabitants with their ef- 
fedts to the neighbourhood of Setterah. 

This circumftance being known, with 
many other confiderations, prevented our 
army from advancing to the capital, and 
confined the remaining operations the 
campaign to a defence of the conquefts al- 
ready made. As our whole force did not 
exceed fix thoufand men, while that of the 
0^3 enemy 
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1781. enemy was not lefs than eight times that 
number, it was impoffible to make any di- 
vilion of theif force, or even to leave a de- 
tachment fufficiently ftrong to defend the 
poll at Bore Gaut, if they Ihould advance 
beyond it : unaffifted by cavalry, they could 
not hope to command provifions, or even to 
procure forage, in a country defolated and 
ruined : and this circumllance would have 
obliged them to carry along with them a 
very ample fupply of grain, which, of courfe, 
would have greatly encumbered and endan- 
gered their march. 

It is further to be obferved, that an inva* 
lion of the Deccaji, where there was not 
any hope of their being joined by any party 
of the Marratta ftate, promifed not any event 
that could materially influence the ftateof the 
war, and far lefs decide its termination. With- 
put any determinate objeft to be attained, 
or tlie hope of a revolution to encourage 
their^ continuance, for any length of time, 
in the country# all that they would have ac- 
quired, would have been the empty glory of 
pofTefling for a few days, thp Marratta capi- 
tal. 
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tel, io eiieding a retreat from which they 478 !♦ 
muft have incurred tlie moft imminent dan- 
gers. 

It had uniformly been the decided opinion 
of the Governor- General and Council of 
Bengal, that nothing but a vigorous profe- 
cution of the war againl^ the Marrattas 
could bring either that, or the general war 
in which we were engaged in India, to an 
honourable iffue. Yet, in repeated letters 
from the coaft of Coromandel, the moft 
pointed and urgent reprefentations were 
continually made of tjie neceffity of mak- 
ing a powerful diverfion in favour of our 
army in the Carnatic. In theft letters the 
difadvantages which that meafure would re- 
lieve, and the farther lofles which it would 
obviate, were painted in lively and alarming 
colours, without any confideration of the 
a<ftual ftate of Bombay, or of the certain ruin 
with which that trefidency, if the force 
neceffary for its fecurity Ihould be detach- 
ed on a remote and ftperate fcrvice, would be 
menaced by the Marrattas. 


Ih 
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tySi. In thefe embaraffing circumftances, the 
Government of Bombay, in concert with 
General Goddard, Itrained every nerve to 
alTord relief to that of Madras, without 
leaving themfelves entirely defencelefs. — 
But the utaiofl: exertion that could he made 
on the weftern fide of India, at a time when 
they were enga^d in a war with the whole 
Marratta empire, was, to relieve the Ma- 
dras troops at Tcliicherry,. by an equal pro- 
portion from Bombay, and toXend the former 
round to the coaft of Coromandel. Gene- 
ral Goddard, in order to carry this expedient 
into execution, defeended the Bore Gaut, 
and marched towards the fea coaft. This 
movement was concerted with fuch fecrecy 
and Ikill, that the v/hole of the artillery 
and heavy ftores reached the foot of the pafs 
in fafety, and without the fmalleft interrup- 
tion from the enemy, who were aftoniftied, 
on the morning of the i8th April, to find, 
that our poft at Condolah had fieen deferted 
during the preceding night. 

The country, dirough which the army 
was to pafs, in tiieir march to the fea-coaft, 

was 
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was well calculated to refill: any impreffion 1781. 
from horfe, being exceedingly full of thick 
bulhes and jungles, with broken ground and 
narrow defiles, where it would be impoffi- 
hle,* except in a very few places, for cavalry 
to aft in a body. Yet was not this ftrong 
ground the lefs dangerous to our troops.— 

They were fecured by diieipline, valour, 
and confidence arifing from invariaWe fuc- 
cefs againft the moll; ■ furious rharge that 
could be made by Marratta horfe: but thqr 
were expofed to the attacks of infantry, that 
might be lodged, in feparate parties, in hol- 
low ways, behind rocks and bullies, and in 
other places of concealment. 

It was accordingly this very mode of at- 
tack that was adopted by the enemy, who, 
to the number of fifty thoufand men, ten 
thouland of which were infantry, and molt- 
ly Scindies and Arabs, the bravefl: troops 
unacquainted with Euroropean difeipline in 
Hindoftan, fell down into the Concan, un- 
der the jcommand of their principal chiefs. 

Hurry Punt, Furkea, Burifs Rambow, and 
Tuckajee Holkar. The dillauce from the 
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1781. fea to the foot of the Gauts was about twen- 
ty-four miles, and during the whole march 
of the Englilh army, which lafted three 
days, the enemy exerted tJieir utmoft efforts 
to harafs and annoy their line, without any 
other effect than killing and wounding a 
few of their cunp-followers and private 
foldiers. But? while they were unable 
to obtain the fmalleff advantage over our 
troops, or even to feize any part of the great 
quantity of neceflary ftores that attended 
them, the number that fell, during a con- 
flidt that continued for three days, by the 
well-direded lire of our men, on their part, 
was very confiderable. 

In this aftioui the laft of any confe- 
quence that took place between the Mar- 
rattas and the Englilli, Colonel Parker, 
the fecond in command, gallantly loll his 
life. 

While the army were difpofed in winter 
quarters. General Goddard, notwithdanding 
the tem^ffuous weather, which renders the 

navigation 
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navigation on the coaft of Malabar, at that 
^^fon, extremely dangerous and almoft im- 
pradticable, failed for Surat, where he arrived 
on the fecond qlAuguft. Soon after his 
arrival, he efTcdted an interview with Futty 
Sing and obtained from tliat chief a body of 
five thoufand horfe for the lervice of the en- 
filing campaign, which exceeded by two 
thoufand the number he was obliged to 
furnifli by treaty. This important objeft 
being accompliftied, and fuch military ar- 
rangements being made as were not only ne- 
cefiary for the protedion of Guzzacat, but 
for co-operating with the Bengal detachment 
ftationed on the northern confines of MaL 
va, the General returned to Bombay. 

Immediately after the return of the 
enemy from the Gauts, the greater part of 
the Madras detachment, relieved by troops 
from Bombay, agreeably to the refolution 
above mentioned, was fent round from 
Tellicherry to the coaft of Ctffomandel. 
Tellicherry is a valuable fettlement up- 
on the coaft of Malabar, dependant on 

the 
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1781. the Prefidency of Bombay. It has a good 
road for Clipping ; and 4 iere the coafting 
veflels between Bombay and the coaft of 
Coromandel are fupplied frith refrefliments. 
A brilk commerce has been carried on at 
this place, particularly in the pepper trade, 
ever fioce the, firft difcovery of India by 
Europeans. After the capture of Mahecfrom 
the French, it was garrifoned by the Ma-, 
dras detachment, who defended it againft the 
attacks of the Nairs, tributary to Hyder- 
AUy. 

On the 9th of May 1781, Major Wil- 
liam Ahington arrived at Tellicherry, with a 
relief to the Garrifon, confifting of a detach- 
ment of artillery, one company of infantry, 
and the 10th and i ith battalions of Sepoys. 
After landing his troops, which were imme- 
diately fent to relieve the Madras Europeans 
and Sepoys in various parts of the lines, his 
firft care was to vifit and infpedt the fortifica- 
jbns. It'hefe were of great extent, reach- 
ing from Moylan to Codoley and nearly five 
miles in eijjcumference. They had of late 

been 
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been much negledted, on a fuppofition that 1781. 
the fettlement was have been withdrawn, 
and, in many places, they exhibited the ap- 
pearance of deformed and dcfencelels ruins. 

Thefe circumftanHs, joined to the fituation 
of the enemy, fuggefted to the Major the 
idea of making an attack, inftead of purfuing 
defenfive operations ; but that defign not 
being approved of by the Madras comman- 
der, was dropt. On the 15th, Major Cot- 
grave embarked with the Madras troops, and 
left the garrifon to the charge of Major 
Abington. 

A truft of fuch difficulty was not to be 
difeharged fuccefsfully by common genius, 
nor confined experience in the art of war. 

Lines of vaft extent, and ruinous condi- 
tion, were to be repaired and defended by a 
fmall number of troops ; while they were 
continually aflaulted by an enormous army 
of fubtle, fierce, and obftinate barbarians. 

The reparation of the works bec^e the 
grand objeit of the Major’s attention, and fo 
conftantly and affiduoufly were the engi- 
neers employed, that in a few days a fmall 

battery 
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1781, battery was opened with confiderable effecSt; 
The moft judicious orders were, at the fame? 
time, ilTued to the outpofts and centinels, to 
prevent the danger of a fudden attadk. 

A hircarrah lent • out in queft of intelli- 
gence, returned with an account, that the 
enemy’s force altogether exceeded not 
twelve tliQufand; that Surdar Cawn, their 
leader, had lately received feme letters re- 
fpe£ting Hyder-Ally, which feemed to affeft 
his fpirits j but that, notwithftanding his 
vifible dejedlion, he ftill continued to affure 
his officers and men of his fixt intention 
never to quit the place till he had taken 
Tellicherry. Two days after, accounts ar- 
rived of this formidable chief’s being killed 
by a cannon Ihot, as he was neconnoitering 
the lines. 

The fortifications Hill continued to be 
repaired, improved, and extended; not, 
however* without frequent interruption and 
annoyance from the enemy. The fyftem 
of defence .was not embraced by Major 
Abington.fifom choice, but neceffity. He 

might, 
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mighty indeed, have made Mlies, and dif- 17 8 x. 
lodged the enemy from fome of their pofts; 
but he faw the abfurdity of taking pofts 
which he wanted troops to defend, while 
he could not fpare a iingle man from duty 
to adl as a rcferve. For three whole months 
the lines remained unbroken, the enemy 
were detefted and counteradled in every 
ftratagem, and in every attack repulfed with 
lofs. 

Early in the morning of the 24th of Au* 
guft, they made a vigorous affault upon the 
lines between Wood’s poft and the Green 
Redoubt, and, owing to the negligence of 
the auxiliaries, about three hundred ruftied 
within our out-works. The Moplas gave 
way at firft, but, obferving that the Sepoys 
prefer ved their wonted fpirit and bravery, 
they fufferedtliemfelves to be rallied, and re- 
turning to the attack, made dreadful havock 
among the aflailants. Twenty of them 
were killed within the lines, above fixty 
lay between the ditch and abattie, and great 
numbers all along the field. Had the morn- 
ing been clear, their lofs muft, have been 

far 
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1781. far more confiderable. On the part of thtfc 
garrifon, the lofs was only five wounded- 

On the 6th of the following month, an- 
other attempt was made, by three parties of a 
thoufand each, at different places. They ad- 
vanced under cover of a very thick fog, got 
in by one of the pofts defended by the irre- 
gulars, and took poll: at Wood’s Redoubt with 
two ftand of colours. They were very foon. 
diflodged by the Sepoys, fixteen being killed 
on the platform and the rock below, and 
above thirty driven into the fea. Indeed 
their lofs was not exadtly known, the fame 
fog which favoured their approach enabling 
them to carry off their dead unoblerved. 

Notwithftanding thefe fucceffes, .the fitu- 
ation of Major Abington and his garrifon 
was very diftrefsful. His difpatches wh;ch 
he had fent to Bombay, reqpefting fupplies 
of men and military ftores, had been loft at 
iea. A heavy and almoft continual canno- 
nade from the befiegers, together with ex- 
ceffive fatigue, daily leflened the number of 
his efiediveipien, and thofe that remained . 

were 
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Were haralTed with the double duty of fol- 1781. 
diers and labourers. For the enemy had 
fun feveral mines within a yard of the works, 
and fome even under the lines and counter- 
fcarp of the ditch at Fort Moylan, to dif- 
cover and deftroy which, required unceafing 
toil. The engineers were indeed very fuc- 
cefsful in counteradling thefe fubterraneous 
approaches, and thereby fo difconcerted the 
befiegers, that, concluding their meafures to 
be betrayed by their Captain of Pioneers, 
they cut off his nofe and ears * : but fuch 
advantages were frequently rendered imper- 
fedl and abortive by the fcarcity of ammu- 
nition. The report of SurdarCawn’s death, 
too, was difcovered to be falle. He had 
been wounded,, but was recovered, and had 
again taken the field* 

On the 13 th of NoVerhber, in the even- 
ing, a Niar entered at Fort Moylan, With 
two humati heads in a baiket, in fuch a ftate 
of putridity as not to be approached* They 


• A barbarous and (hocking punifhment, of ancient 
landing in the call, as appears from the auTidr of Zopirus. 

Voi,. I. R belonged, 
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.1782. belonged, he faid, to the Zamorin 

his minifter; and he gave this account 
of the lamentable fete of that unfortunate 
prince. About twelve days before, he had 
left his brothers at Toour, to go to Manjc- 
rcc, a village htuated five leagues above Ca- 
licut, defigning to collcdl his fiiare of the 
harvc/l; a pradice which, tliough not pub- 
licly authorized by Hyder’s government, 
had for fome years been connived at, but 
always difputed by the people, particularly 
the Moplas. The prince brought with him 
only an hundred of his own Niars, but, in 
his way to Manjeree, he was joined by feveral 
more, for the lake of plunder. A number 
of thefe had fwords and targets, Ibme had 
lances, and others mufkets j but all were ill 
provided of ammunition, not having more 
than two or three rounds each. They ar- 
rived at Mangeree and collefted fome grain. 
In the mean time, about eight hundred 
Moplas fecretly aflembled, and in the night, 
furrounding the place where the Prince and 
his party lay, furprized them the next 
morning in fuch confufion, that few had 
tioje to i$akc ^ny refiftance. Evety one 

confult- 
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COnfalting his own fafety, the Prince was 1781, 
foon deferted by all his people j and, think- 
ing to conceal himfelf from the Moplas till 
an opportunity offered of making his efcape, 
he jumped into a deep pit overgrown with 
bulhes. Of the prince’s party, twenty, 
with his miniffer were killed, and three ta- 
ken prifoners, of whom this Niar was one. 

Thofe who efcaped rallied, and made fome 
attempts to refcue the prince, or carry off 
his body if hefhould be killed; but they were 
repulfed by the Moplas, who, after a long 
and fruitlefs fearch, threatened to kill their 
prifoners, unlefs they difcovered the retreat of 
their mailer. One of them, hoping to lave 
his own life, betrayed that of his prince, by 
pointing to the place where he was con- 
cealed. 

The Moplas immediately (hot him dead, 
dragged up his' body, and having cut off 
his head, obliged the prifoners to carry it, 
together with that of his miniffer, to Cali- 
cut, from whence they were font to Surdar 
Cawn. At this piteous fpedlacle, the fa- 
vage chief was greatly pleafcd ) but, to avoM 
R 2 the 
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178 1, the effl avia, he ordered them to be placed at 
a 'diftance from him, and the prifoners to be 
unbound and rclcafed. The Cawn having 
foon after retired into his tent, and his guards 
being difiieried, it appeared not impo^blc 
to the faithful Niar to fave his maJler’s head 
from fuffering greater indignities, and fecure 
it a burial ; he therefore watched his op- 
portunity, took up the balket, and made 
his tfcape into the lines of Tellicherry. 

The warm reception which the enemy 
had found in repeated attempts to ftorm the 
lines, had given tliem a diiguft at that mode 
of attack, and they now confined themfelvcs 
to diftant cannonading, difeharges of muf- 
ketry, and funning of mines in various di- 
rections. This laft, by the great number 
of their working people, they were enabled 
to purfuc with eafe and exj>edition; fo that, 
in fpitJ of all the vigilance and afllduity 
of the ganifon, frequent and formidable 
breaches were made in the lines ; but to 
thefc the Sepoys of the enemy would never 
ad'aace, though urged on by threats, jftripcs, 
even wounds. 


In 
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In the midit of thefe efforts of gallant 1781. 
pcrfeverance, a letter arrived from the Gover- 
nor and Seleft Committee of Bombay, de- 
claring their utter inability to make any fur- 
ther provifion for the maintainance of Tel- 
licherry, and their reludant purpofe of with- 
drawing from the place ; pointing out, like- 
wile, what appeared to them the fefeff: me- 
thod of retreat, and the probable afli fiance 
which might be expeded from the royal 
fquadron. Inlfcad of executing, inftead even 
of publifBing this abfurd and cruel plan. 

Major Abington carefully concealed it, to- 
gether with bis own emotions of diiguft and 
anxiety. Preferving ftill the appearance of 
fecurity and intrepidity, he fhewed the im- 
poffibility of performing their orders, with- 
out the mofl ruinous confequences. By 
arguments flowing from a benevolent heart, 
as well as a paflion for military glory, he 
pointed out the miferies that muff await the 
abandoned,lettlement, and the improbahIHt) 
of even efcape to the troops. Alluding, 
probably, to the difaffers of other places in 
fimilar fituations, be declard himfeif un- 
ec^ual to the talk of delivering brave men 

R 3 • up 
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1781. up to famine or poifon ; and pathetically in>^ 
treated to be releaied from a command* which 

I 

expofed his honour to ruin* and his name to 
execration. He informed them, at the faro® 
time, that if he could be fupplied with a 
(mall reinforcement of troops and warlike 
(lores, he would anfwer for the lafety of tli® 
place, and of the furrounding country. 

His repionflrance had the defired effedl, 
A packet foon arrived exprefs from Bom- 
bay, with intelligence of the Committee’s 
refolution of fending a force, confifting of 
two battalions of Sepoys and forty artillery, 
with four fix-pounders, for the relief of the 
fettlement. Elated by the profpeft of fuch 
aid, the Major negleded no means of im- 
proving it. While he continued fuccefs- 
fully his defenfive operations, he forpicd an 
admirable plan for a grand fally and attack 
on Surdar Cawn’s camp ; and difpatched 
proper inllruftions to the neighbouring po- 
tentates, in alliance with the Company# for 
regulating their co-operations. Of thefo, 
the King of Cotiote was chief, who, during 
the fiege, had conftantly fignified his friendly 

intentions. 
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latBtiCions. The Kings of Zatnoiin 1782. 

Tiuyascore were alfi^iaddreded : but n(»ie of 
dnefe took any ai^ive part in ra^ng the 
ficgc. 

The rian£»*cements being all arrived, and 
i^ery prefer diipoiition made for the faUy 
and attack, on the 8th of January, 1782, 
the army marched out of the line. The 
clock flriking twelve in the fort, was the 
iignal for getting under arms, and at one the 
march was begunin profoundhlence, nodrum 
bpating, nor other warning given, ^l^ter 
pafling a deep morafs, and elcaping the no- 
tice of two of the enemy’s picquets, the 
army, about five o’clock, reached the new 
road leading to Putney Hill battery, and the 
grand camp. The front divifion had or-, 
ders to attack the former, while the main 
body advanced to the latter ; a manoeuvre 
that di^fided the force of the enemy. Juft 
at the dawn of day, the enemy’s centinels 
challenged the advanced party. They were 
anftvered only by the bayonet. The alarm, 
however, very foon took placfe, but not bcf 
fore the affailants had reached tlie battery, 

R 4 where, 



264- MEMOIRS or THE 

1^82. where, by tKeir rufhing impetilbully on, th'e" 
place WAS carried in an inllant, and the con- 
quering colours difplayed in triumph. After 
having formed the line, the main body ra-* 
pidly advanced to the camp, and the enemy 
ifnmediately fled in the iitmoft confufidn, 
making feveral attempts to rally and form/ 
which the impetuofity of the attack ren- 
dered inefiredlual. They were purfued as 
far as Curchce, where Surdar Cawn, being 
wounded in the leg by a mufquet ball, had 
taken fhelter in a fw'tified houfe,fcoopedout 
of a folid rock, with a party of his befl; 
troops. This pofl: he defended for near 
two hours, when, fire being communicated 
to it, the remains of his people endeavoured 
to efcape through the flames, but were 
moftly killed or taken. After the flames 
had abated, Surdar Cawn with his family 
were brought out from the ruins, and fent 
to Tellicherry. 

In the courfe of that day and the next 
following, all the enemy’s ports furrendered 
in lucceflion. The pofTeflions of the vic- 
tors now extended as far as Ajar to the 

north. 
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n©rth, and Inilanda to the fouth. Of 178 !•- 
fpoils tliey colle<Sed altogether one thoufand 
two hundred French- firelocks, four brafs 
field- pieces, from fifty to fixty iron guns of 
various calibres, thirteen elephants, horlcs, 

&c, and a great quantity of powder, (hot, 
fiiells, and other ftores. Their lofs exceed- 
ed not nine killed, and forty- nine wounded; 
while of the enemy five hundred were kill» 
cd and drowned in Mahee river, a vafi: 
number wounded, and one thoufand five 
hundred, including many of their principal 
oflicers, fent prifoners to Tellicherry. 

The wound of Surdar Cawn was in his 
ankle. When taken, he expedted imme- 
diate death, enquired why it was delayed, 
and regarded the humanity of the Englifli 
in fparing him with aftoniihment. He 
defiled to have his wives and children re- 
ftored, which was done. He died foon 
after, of grief and agony of mind, rather 
than any confequence of his wound, tic- 
firing as the laft favour that his fam Uy 
might be fent to Seringapatam. His re- 
q[ucfi: was punctually performed. * 


Major 
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1782. Major Abington’s views wo-c now tornol-' 
towards the fettlement and fecurity of his 
contpefts. Remaining encamped on the 
field of vi^ory, his firft care was to rdn- 
ftatc the feveral kings and princes, who had 
been forced, by the cruelties of Surdar 
Cawn, to conceal tljemfclves and their- 
familics in woods and fwaoaps, for near 
three years. The only prince on the Ma- 
labar coail who had efc&ped opprefiion and 
violence was the King Tcavancwe.— 
His means of defence were extraordioary 
and romantic. Aroimd his capital, and 
chief province, he fufiered the woods to 
grow for a number of years, till they 
formed an impenetrable belt of great 
depth. This, cut into labyrinths, afforded 
eaiy egrefs to his people, and rendered all 
attacks from without impnufticable. Im- 
mured within this natural fcu'dfication, be 
encouraged the cultivation of the arts and 
fciences j he invited the apprcach of men of 
genius and knowledge; he cultivated the 
friendfhip of the Bramins, and was himlelf 
admitted into their fociety, by the ceremony 
of pafiing through a golden cow, which be« 

. came 
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came the property of the Bramins, the cow 1778, 
bemg fecred in India* as formerly in Egypt j 
and by preparing his own military ftorcs, 
cafting cannon, making gun-powder, &c, 
he rendered himfelf independent of foreign 
aid. The fubjedts of his remoter provinces, 
who, to avoid the ravages of war, had taken 
refuge within the woody circle, now return- 
ed with their families and ededts, to tlieir 
former habitations. 

The kings of Cotiote and Cartinad, with 
the Nambiers of Invanard, were, on vari- 
ous conditions, rellored to their fbvereignties 
and pofleffions. To have feized on thofc 
countries, and annej^d them to the Other 
conquefts of the Company, would have been 
partly unjuft, and was in fadt impoflible.— 

The views of Major Abington, therefore, 
in reftoring them, were folid and juft j for 
they pointed to' the eftabliftiment of peace 
on a permanent bafts, by conciliating the 
minds of the princes and people, and fe- 
curing their affiftance on any future emer- 
gencies. 


In 
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i7?2. In fuch tranfadiionsr, and in demolifhing; 
the enemy’s works, fending ofF their ftores, 
and planting proper guards at the forts and 
pafles of the mountains, the Major was 
employed till the 3d of February; when, 
having fettled eveiy thirrg in the beft man- 
ner that circrumftances wonid permit, he 
marched towards Callicut. Before that fort 
he arrived on the morning of the iztii, and 
took poft within two hundred yards of the 
walls. Next day, he had the good fortune 
to blow up, by a fhelT, part of the grand 
magazine, which fb totally expofed the gar- 
rifon to an affault, that they immediately 
furrendered. Upwards of fixty iron guns» 
mounted, were found m the fort, with great 
quantities of military ftorcs : fevcral final} 
and large veflels alfo, lying in different ri- 
vers with naval ftores, fell into the hands of 
the conquerors. 

Colonel Humberffone arriving foon after 
at Callicut, claimed the conimand of the 
army, as being fenior officer to Major Ab-. 
ington. 


The 
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The date of thcfe tranfadiions, with the 
Snaftivity of our army in the Carnatic, by 
which they were fo materially affcded, re- 
calls our attention to the lituation of affiiirs 
on the coaft of Coromandel. Here we arc 
prcfented with a more extended theatre, 
and with more complicated fyftems of mili- 
tary operation. The ocean, which divides 
the Indian nations from Britain and France, 
unites their arms : and while fquadron af- 
ter fquadron from Europe brings frelh fup- 
plies of men and warlike ftorcs to the nu- 
merous bands of Afia ; fleets co-operate 
with armies in all the various attempts and 
ftrategems of war, and bring forward into 
various and important adlion, the valour, the 
abilities, and the refources of the two ^reat- 
efl nations in the world. * 

A French armament, confilling of thir- 
Ccen Ihips of the line, with a number of fri- 
gates and tranfports under the command of 
that great naval officer Monfieur Suffrein, 
appeared on the qth of February off Pulicat. 

The Englifh fquadron, lying in the Road of 

Madras, 
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1782. Madras, whither they had repaired, aftei* 
the reduftion of Trincomalee, for a fupply 
of ftores and provifions, confifted only of 
feven two deckers and one fmall frigate. 

While Suffrein was ftanding off and on, 
for the purpofr of procuring intelligence of 
the ffate of our affairs. Sir Edward Hughes 
was moft fortunately joined by three large 
fliips of war under the command of Com- 
modore Aimes . This critical junction took 
place on the 12th of February, and, on the 
1 3th, Monfieur Suffrein hove in fight, re- 
eonnoitered Madras, and anchored a few 
miles to windward of Sir Edward. Upon 
the 14th, Suffrein paffed Madras in line of 
battle to the fouthward. Towards the 
evening Sir Edward having received bn 
board three hundred officer^ and men of the 
98 th regiment, weighed anchor, and flood 
after him. On die 15th, the fleets met, 
and a partial adlion commenced. Night 
parted them : and in the morning, the ene- 
jtoy’s fliips of war, to the number of twelve, 
of the line eff batde, with a frigate, appeared 

in 
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5 n view, bearing caft of the English fleet, 178a. 
at the diflance of fldur leagues, while flxteen 
iail of their frigates and tranj[ix)rts, about 
the dillance of three to the weft, fteerod 
dircftly for Pondicherry. Our Admiral, 
on this, inftantly made the fignal for a ge- 
neral chace to the fouth-weft, in order, tf 
poflihie, to come up with the tranljwrts.— *- 
Six of the enemy’s thips and veflHS, ac- 
cordingly, fell into our hands, five of which 
were Englifli, taken to the northward of 
Madras : the fixth was the JLaurifton, a 
tranfport, having on board many French 
officers, three hundred men of the regiment 
of Laufanne, and laden with all kinds of 
ammunition. This ftiip, which was as 
great an acquifition to us, as it was a lofs tO‘ 
the enemy, was taken by Captain Lumley 
of the Ifis. The other veffels, after the 
Frenchmen were taken out of them, were 
ient with their own crews to Negapat- 
nam. 


Monficur Suffrein, having difcovered die 
intention of Sir Edward Hughes to chafe 

Rnd take his tranfports, loft not a moment 

to 
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1782. to make all the fail after him that was-ih 
his power. By three o’clock in the after- 
noon four of his largeft and heft failing Ihips 
came within a league of the fternmoft of 
ours. The fliips in chace, being fcattered 
by the various courfes of the fliips they 
Were chafing, the Englifh Admiral made 
the lignal for them to join him, which they 
all did, about fcven o’clock in the even- 
ing of the 16th. Our fleet continued to 
Hand to the fouth-eaft all that night under 
an eafy fail. In the mean time, the enemy 
appeared flill in fight, making many fignals, 
and with crowded fails, bearing diredly on 
our fquadron through an hazy atmofphere, 
light winds, and frequent fqualls. 

At fix in the morning of the 1 7th, the Ad- 
miral made the fignal for our fquadron to form 
the line of battle a head. At twenty-five mi- 
nutes pafl eight, our line being formed with 
great difficulty, from frequent calms, the fig- 
nal was made for the leading fhip to make the 
fame fail as the Admiral, and towards him, 
in the line a-head, that the fleet might, if 
poffible weather the enemy, and engage 

them 
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mighty if poffible, weather the enemy, and 178a, 
engage them clofely. Meanwhile, the 
French fleet, having the advantage of 
fqualb from the N. N. E. advanced on 
our fhips very faft: fo that the Admiral 
made the lignal for our line to alter their 
courfe two points to leeward, the enemy 
then fleering down on the rear of our line, 
in an irregular double line a-breaft* Sir 
Edward Hughes, in order to draw the rear 
of his line clofer to the centre, and to pre^ 
vent the enemy from iJlcaking in, and at- 
tacking it when feparated, at half pafl noon, 
made the fignal for our fquadron to form 
the line of battle a-breafl. At three in the 
afternoon, the enemy ftill pufhing onward 
to bur rear in a double line a-breaft, the 
Admiral again altered his courfe in the line, 
in order tb draw his rear fhips ftill clofer to 
the centre j and, at forty minutes after 
three, finding it impoffible to avoid the ene- 
my’s attack under all the difadvantages of 
very little wind and a leeward ftation, he 
made the fignal to form at once into the 
Ime of ^ttle a-head. At four the Exeter, 
th;e fternmoft fhip in our rear, when formed 
VoL. I, S in 
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178a. in line of battle a-head on the larbord tack* 
not being quite clofed to her iecond a-head> 
three of the enemy’s ihips in the firft line 
bore right down upon her, whilil four 
more of their iecond line, headed by Mon- 
fieur SufFrein himlelf in the Hero, moved 
along the outildc of the firft line to our 
centre. At five minutes paft four, the ene- 
my’s three fliips began their fire on the Exe- 
ter, which file and her fecond a-head re- 
turned. 

» 

The Englilh Admiral now made the fig- 
nal for battle. About twelve minutes paft 
four the action became general from the rear 
of our fleet to the centre, which was formed 
by Sir Edward Hughes, on board the Su- 
perbe. The French Admiral, with the 
other (hips of his fccond line, advanced as 
far as the Superbe, but no farther. Thus 
eight of the enemy’s heft (hips were en- 
gaged in an attack on five of ours. Suf- 
frein adopted tliis plan of adtion in conft- 
quenceof the difadvantageous fituation of our 
fleet, the van of which, confifting of tlie 
Monmouth, Eagle, Burford, and Worcef- 

ter. 
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t6r, could neither be brought into the cn- 1782. 
gageftient without tacking on the enemy, 
nor tack on the enemy for want of wind* 

And, as our van was thus prevented from 
doling with our centre and rear, fo the five 
fhips of our centre and rear, then engaged 
with the enemy, forely prefled, and greatly 
difabled in their mails, yards, fails, and 
rigging, could not follow the other four, 
without the utmoft hazard of entire fepara- 
tion. But, at fix in the afternoon, a fquall 
of wind from the fouth-eaft brought the van 
of our line round, and a-head on the ene- 
my to the north -ea/l, when the engage- 
ment was renewed by the ftarhoard guns 
of our other five fliips, with great Ipirit and 
alacrity. The approach of night parted 
the two fleets: the French hauled their 
wind and flood to north-eafl : the Englifti 
failed with a favourable wind for Trinconia- 
le^ to repair the damages fuflained in this 
hot engagement. 

In this adion, Monfieur SufFrein difplay- 
ed equal flcill and gallantry, and Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes fiiflairied with Angular bravery 
S 2 and 
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1782. and addrefs the difad vantages under which 
he laboured in a leeward pofition with re- 
gard to the enemy, and inferiority of force 
and number. The French fleet diredted 
their fire principally againft the Superbe and 
Exeter, both of which fhips fuffered great- 
ly. Captain Reynold’s of the Exeter was 
killed, and Captain Stevens of the Superbe 
died of his wounds. 

The French fquadron, when it left the 
iflands, was commanded by Monfieur D’Or- 
ves : but on the death of that oflieer, which 
happened a few days after his arrival on the 
coaft of India, the command devolved on 
Monfieur Suffrein. On their paflage from 
the iflands, they fell in with his Majefty’s 
Ihip the Hannibal, which they took off the 
weft coaft of Sumatra. The Hannibal 
raifed the number of their line of battle 
ftiips to twelve, againft nine under the corn- 
mand of the Englifli Admiral. Monfieur 
Suffrein came to anchor in the neighbour- 
hood of Porto Novo, where, in confequence 
of the alliance between his nation and Hyder, 
he landed three thoufand four hundred men: 

the 
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the firft divifion of that force which, under 1784. 
the command of the Marquis de Bufly, was 
intended to fubvert the Englifh power in 
India. The fort of Cuddalore, weakly 
garrifbncd, immediately became a place of 
arms and of comfort to the French troops. 

Sir Edward Hughes, having effeded the ne- 
ceflary repairs, tailed from Trincomalee on 
the 4th of March, and on the‘ 1 2th arrived 
at Madras. 

Towards the end of March intelligence 
arrived that Monfieur Suffrein had fuddenly 
flipped from Porto Novo, and put to tea. — 

He had learned from a foreign veflel that 
an Englifli fleet was upon the coaft, and it 
became, of courfe, his objed: to intercept 
it. But Sir Edward Hughes immediately 
got under way, and in fight of the flag-ftaff 
of Fort St. George fell in with the fleet of 
which the French Admiral was in puriuit, 
confifliing offeven Indiamen, with the 78 th 
regiment on board, eight hundred brave 
Highlanders, under convoy of two line of 
battle flaips, the Magnanime and the Sul- 
tan. He ordered the men of war to join 
S 3 him. 
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1782. him, recruited himfclf from the merchant 
fhips, and flood diredlly for Trincomale^, 
there to land a reinforcement, and military 
llores for the garrifon. Sir Bdward pru- 
dently fludied to decline an engagement, till 
he fhould land the troops and florcs he car- 
ried to Trincomalee, It was the bufinefs 
of SufFrein, on the other hand, to court an 
action : he was upon an enemy’s coafl, with- 
out any harbour near, where he might fhel- 
ter and repair his fhips ; and he was engaged 
in a daring enterprize, which required both 
ability and prompt execution. 

The Englifli and French admirals, pur- 
fuing their refpe^live views, on the 1 2th of 
April, braced up to the wind, which blew 
from the land on the well. Sir Edward, 
by his fuperior feamanfhip, had gained the 
weather-gage of the enemy, and had reafon 
td look with confiderable alTurance for tlic 
accomplifhment of his objedl, when fud- 
denly the wind changed to the eafl, leaving 
the Englifh fleet fo alarmingly clofc to the 
banks that lay near to Jaflfanapatam, that 
one of the fhips adually felt the ground. 

SufFrein 
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Sa^ein law liis advantage, bore down, and 1782. 
began the battle. The number of guns, on 
both (ides, was nearly equal : but the French 
fleet was iullof men, while the Englilh was 
fliort, of its compliment, and Ikkly. Thus 
cruelly circumflanced, did Sir Edward 
Hughes maintain an adion with Monlieur 
Suflrein until it was broken ofl'by the dark- 
nefs of the night. The nature or charader 
of this fea- fight may be learned from this 
circumflance, that for feven days the fleets 
lay within random-fhot, without attempt- 
ing any attack, or giving the leaft molefta- 
t ion to each other. Monficur Suftein, who 
was enabled by the number of his hands to 
bring his fliips firfl; into order, after making 
a parade of offering battle, fliiled, for the 
purpofe of compleat repairs, to Batkalo, in 
the ifiand of Ceylon. Sir Edward Hughes, 
for the ^me purpofe, entered the harbour of 
Trincoraaleo. 

The Englifh army had now remained a 
confiderable titne at the Mount : but, on 
tlie 17th of April, it was put in motion for 
relief of Parmacoil. But the General, 

S 4 on 
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1.782. on his arrival at Charrngooly, was informed 
that Parmacoil had furrendered on terms, 
on May the i6th. On the 24th, the army 
encamped at Vandewafh. The general or- 
ders of this day, for the purpofe of confirm- 
ing the courage of our men, looked back 
to the viftory obtained by Sir Eyre Coote 
over the unfortunate French General, Lally, 
in 1760. The camp was pitched on the 
fpot where that victory was obtained, and 
an extraordinary batta was iflued out to the 
troops. But, on the following morning, it 
was found neceflary, on account of water, 
to remove the camp to the oppofite fide of 
the fort, 

Hyder Ally lay encamped in a ftrong poft 
on the red hills, near Parmacoil, from which 
various movements of the Englifh General 
aimed to draw him, in vain. But the ma- 
gazines of Hyder being depofited in the 
ftrong fort of Arnee, Sir Eyre Coote con- 
ceived that a march towards that place, 
i:]iight induce the enemy, for the fafety of 
his ftores, to hazard an engagement. The 
Genaal, therefore, turning his back on 

Parmacoil, 
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Parmacoil, and leaving his laft ground fif- 17821 
teen miles in the rear, encamped at Dcforc. 

A fummons was fent, on the 31ft, tO the 
fort of Chittaput, to furrender to the arms* 
of the Englifh: to which the Keeladar, en- 
couraged by the nearnefs of Hyder, in tenns 
of great haughtinefs, bade defiance. Our 
army, therefore, palled this place on the ill: 
of June, and encamped on the weft and 
fouth fide of the river, with an opening erf" 
three miles between them and the fortrefs of 
Arne^. Hyder, as foon as he received in-, 
teliigence that Sir Eyre Coote had ftruck in- 
to the road leading to Chittaput and Arnee, 
immediately marched after him, and com- 
ing over a fpace of forty-three miles in two 
days, took up his head quarters in Chitta- 
put, on the evening of the fame day in which 
our troops fat down in the encampment 
juft deferibed. 

Although 'Hyder, when he has an ob- 
je<ft in view that requires expedition, ob- 
Icrves not any order of march, and the whole 
country appears to be in motion, yet, his 
■innumerable bodies of horfe guard him 

againft 



MEMOIXS OP THE 

1782. againft furprize, and enable him before luck 
an army as ours can ftrike any blow of im- 
portance> to fcsm his troops in order of bat- 
tle. It may, fKrhaps, at the lame time, 
afford fome meafure of gratification to Eu- 
ropean curiofity, to be informed, that the 
Hndifciplined troops of Afia, generally in- 
flamed with bang^ and othci’ intoxicating 
drugs, pour fortli as they advance, a tor- 
rent of menacing and abufive language on 
their adverfaries. Every expreflion of con- 
tempt and averfion, every threat, fitted to 
make an imprelTion of terror, or to excite 
ideas of horror, that cuitom readily pre- 
ients, or inventive fancy can fuggell, accom- 
panies the utmoff ferocity of looks, voice, 
and gefture. A murmuring found, with 
clcHjds of duff, announce their approach, 
while th^ are yet at the diffance of feveral 
miles. As they advance, their accents are 
more and more diffin( 5 t}y heard, until at laff, 
with their eyes fixed, and weapons pointed 
At feme individual, th^ devote him, wkh 
-many qcecrations, to deffradion ; giving 
his flelb> like the heroes in Homer, and 

the 
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the Philiftine warriors*, to the dogs, and 178a, 
the birds of the air, and the beafts of the 
held. The numbers of the .Afiatic armies, 
the ferocity of their manner, and the novelty ' 
of their appearance, would unnerve and 
overcome the hearts of the fmall European 
bodies that are oppofed to them in the field 
of battle, if experience had not fufficiently 
proved, how much the lilence of difciplinc 
excels barbarian noife, and uniformity of 
defign and action, the defultory efforts of 
brutal force, adting by ftarts, and liable to 
the contagion of accidental impreffion. 

Sir Eyre Coote, on the 2d of June, with 
his eye fixed on the treafures and the flores 
of Arnee, began to move towards that ira- ) 
portant place, before break of day. But no 
fooner had the approach of the fun enlight- 
ened the horizon, than a heavy cannonade, 
of eighteen and twenty-four pounders, was 
opened on our rear, and fell very near it. 

Our army came twice to the right about, 
and the baggage was brought twice through 
the files before it was found pollible to afcetr 

• I Samuel, xvii. 44. 

tain 
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t7 8 2. tain the quarter from whencethe enemy's fire 
proceeded. The General called a confulta- 
tion of his officers, and encouraged them to 
deliver their fentiments, concerning the pre- 
fent fituation of affairs, without referve. 
Some were of opinion that the enemy’s horfe 
would charge in fquadron ; others agreed, 
in part, with this opinion, but added, that, 
after the baggage fliould be thrown into 
confufion, they would probably come round 
by a rapid wheel, and charge our troops in 
the rear. The reports that continued to be 
made from that quarter, having inconteft- 
ibly proved that it was here that the enemy 
defigned to make their principal attack, 
the General, without farther deliberation, 
brought about the line, and drew it up in 
order to receive them. But no fooner wete 
our troops formed to the rear, than a divi- 
fion of the enemy, commanded by Tippoo 
Saib, moved rapidly to Arnee, carried away 
the treafure, gave orders to the Command- 
ant, and reinforced the garrifon. The ene- 
tny, in the mean time, occupied ajl the cir- 
cumjacent grounds, and their cavaliy, gal- 
loping to and fro in every diredtion, har- 

raffed 
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rafled the Englifh, who poflefleda low fitu- 1782, 
ation> and galled them not a little, while 
they were forming to the rear in order of 
battle. The General made fuch difpofiti- 
ons as fnight heft remedy the difadvantage 
of his ground ; and advancing againft the 
enemy, endeavoui'ed to bring them to a dole 
and decilive engagement. But, as he ad- 
vanced, Hyder fhrunk back, and left the 
Englifh in poffeflion of the fcene of adlion. 

The inftant our troops were ordered to re- 
linquifti the purfuit, and halt on the field 
of vidlory, a gun, with fome tumbrils, was 
obferved, oppofite to the 73d regiment, 
flicking faft in the bed of the Arnce river, 
and a party of the enemy labouring to draw 
them out. The Honourable Captain Lind- 
fey, againft pofitive orders, as well as the 
rules of war, advanced with his grenadier 
company beyond the line, chafed away the 
enemy’s party, and feized the gun and tum- 
brils, the pofleflion of which, converted 
the General’s difpleafure into commenda- 
tion. When Captain Lindfey advanced, the 
other companies of. his regiment followed, 
in order to fupport him, and were drawn 

up 
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1782. up in one battalion, under that fteady vetd-* 
ran Captain Shaw, on the oppofite banks of 
the river. This vidlory, if it may be called 
a vidlory, was obtained at the incoiifider- 
able expence of fixty Sepoys killed and 
wounded. The enemy, it was conjectured, 
did not lofe above half that number. 

As we were unprovided with battering 
cannon, fcaling ladders were made of green 
bamboos, and a fummons was fent to the 
Keeladar of Arnee to furrender : but, as 
neither the anfwer of that commander, nor 
the lituation of the fort afforded any hopes 
that it might be attacked with any proba- 
bility of fuccefs, our army, on the 6th of 
June, marched towards Madras. Having 
eroded and recroffed the courfe of the Ar- 
nee, they encamped, on the 7th, on the fame 
fide of the river from which they fet out. 
While they lay in camp, on the eighth, 
the enemy, from a military knowledge of 
the ground, than which there is no circum- 
fiiance that is oftner improved by a fkilful 
ccmimander into happy projects, drew out 
our gmnd guard, confifting of a regiment of 

European 
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European cavalry, into an ambufcade, where 
they were either cut ofF an open and 
heavy fire in their front, or taken priibnent 
by a numerous party of horfe that can^e 
fuddenly between the main army and their 
rear. The Englifh General returned, on 
the 9th of June, to Vandewalh, where, af- 
ter a fruitleft attempt to retaliate the lofs of 
the preceeding day, by fnares fimilar to thole 
through which it was occafioned, proceeded 
on his march, and on the 20th arrived at 
Madras, 

In thefe llratagems and encounters, tint 
laft in which Sir Eyre Coote and Hyder- 
Ally-Cawn were defined to meafure their 
ftrength in the field, we behold the con- 
dud: of the commanders, and the whole 
charader of the war The Englifli Gene-. 
ral oppofing to numbers, artifices, and local 
advantages, the difeiplined valour of his 
little army, according to the plaineil and 
nioft approved rules of war, and, without 
expofing his troops to too great hazards, 
conftantly endeavouring to reduce the va- 
rious movements and feints of his antago- 

nid; 
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178a. nift to a point, where he could bear upoft 
him with his whole ftrength at once, and 
bring him to a clofe and deeifive a<ftion : 
the Aliatic politician and warrior, availing 
himfelf of prefent and vaft refources, elu- 
ding regular and compared force by ftrata- 
gcms the moft various and profound, and 
declining to commit to the fortune of a 
fingle day, what would be enfured by a fe- 
ries of conjundtures rightly improved, by 
diftance of fpace which might deprive his 
adverfary of fupplies in the moment of exi- 
gency, and by the very lapfe of time, which, 
transferring the arts of the refined to the 
rude, levels in its progrefs the condition of 
nations. 

Sir Eyre Coote fecure, after the toils of 
the field, in the arfenal of Fort St. George, 
had the fatisfadlion of refledling, that he 
had marched and countermarched, in Ipite 
of all oppofition, whitherfoever he would* 
carried relief to the diftreifed, b^ten back 
the enemy, in every battle, and done every 
thing .but. bring him to a deeifive engage- 
ment. Ifydei-Ai^y, repofing in the fot^ 

trefs 
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tpcfsdf Arrie^ prefervcdby his arms, rejoiced 1782. 
that he had been able to avoid a decifive 
adlion ; that he was ilill in a condition td 
prelent a front to the foe; that the wounds 
he had given to the Englilh were deeper' 
than any they had inllidted on his army; and 
that, while he thus maintained his ground 
in the Carnatic, and braved with advantage 
a power deemed irreliftible, he might rea- 
fonably hope that in proportion as the pref- 
fure of tetror, which alone kept the native 
princes under awe and fubjedlion to the 
Europeans, Ihould be removed, they would 
gradually be united in a determined refolu- 
tion to expel them, wiAout exception, from 
the coafts of India. 

We muft now take a Ihort review 
of the ftate of the war on the fide of Ben- 
gal. 

When it was determined^ on the motion 
of Mr. Haftings^ to afford effectual alHHance 
in men, money, and provifions, to Madras, 
it was thought neceflary, alfo, by the Gp- 
vemor-General, to break the grand and 

VoL. I. T dangerou* 
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1782. dangerous confederacy which had beoi 
formed againft us, and, in order to efle^ 
this, he propofed that an offer of reconcile- 
ment, upon very reafonable terms, fhould 
be made to the Marrattas, through the 
Rajah of Berar. This offer was made, but 
rejeftedj the next ftep, therefore, was to com- 
pel that people to accept of peace, by mul- 
plying the calamities of war. 

> 

We have already faid, that Mr. Haf- 
tings had recommended an expedition into 
Malva, the cotmtry of Madajee Scindiah ; 
a mealiire that was thwarted by the vio- 
lent oppofition and intrigues of Mr. Francis. 
But fbon after the dfplrture of that gentle- 
man from 'India, which happened to- 
wards the clofe of 1780, and which fhall 
by and by be explained, it was deter- 
mined to profccute the expedition to 
Malva with the utmoft vigour. Lieute- 
nant-Colonel, then Major Popham, re- 
mained with a- garden in Gualior : and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Camac was ordered to 
advmce, at the head of five b^t^lons of 
Sepoys, with th& utmoft rapidity to Ugein, 

Madajee 
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Madajce Scindiah's capital. This mover 1781. 
ment was attended with all thofe beneficial 
confequences which Mr. Haftings had pre- 
didied. Scindiah, who was the General of 
the Marratta army, and oppofed the Britilh 
General Goddard in Guzzarat, at the head 
of fixty thoufand horfe, fuddenly quitted the 
Marratta camp, for the defence of his own 
country. He advanced to Seronge in the 
month of February, 1781, furrounded Co- 
lonel Cajnac with large bodies of cavalry, 
interrupted his fupplies, and reduced him to 
the greatefl: diftrefs. In this fituation, the 
Colonel wrote in the moft preffing terms for 
reinforcements to Major Popham, and alib 
to Colonel Muir anc^^olonel Morgan, who 
commanded our troops on the borders of 
Corah and in Oude j recommending, at the 
fame time, that a diverfion fhould be made 
in his favour from Calpee. Meafures were 
immediately taken for the fupport of Colonel 
Camac, but he had the good fortune to extri- 
cate himfelf from all his difficulties, before the 
tdnforcements arrived to his affiftance. He 
called a council of war on the 2 3d of March, 
in which it was propofed by Captain Bruce, 

T 2 who 
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1782. wko commanded the ftorming party at Gua- 
lior, to attack Scindiah’s camp that night, 
as the only poffible means of preferving the 
army. This advice, moll llrenuoully fecond- 
cd by Major Maclary, a gentleman now in 
England, was, after fome debate and con- 
lideration, adopted by the Colonel. At 
fun- let, on the 24th, the army moved from 
their ground, and, after a march of thir- 
teen hours, elFedually furprized the two 
camps of Madajee Scindiah, made them- 
fclves mailers of all his artillery, took his 
llandard elephant, a number of camels and 
bullocks, and a prodigious quantity of pro- 
vilions. 

This ailion was decifive of the Marratta 
war. Colonel Muir, who, in conlequence of 
Colonel Camac’s letter from Seronge, had 
been detached acrofs the Jumna, had advanced 
as fair as the Ranah of Gohud’s country, to 
his aflillance, joined the army with his re- 
inforcement the following month, and being 
the f^ior officer, fucceeded to the general 
command. The Governor-General and 
Council cpuld not remove Colonel Muit, 

who 
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who was one of the heft officers in theif 178a. 
fervice, from a command to which Lieu- 
tenant- Colonel Camac himfclfhad expreffly 
called him. In the month of Auguft, 1781, 
Scindiah made overtures of peace. A negotia- 
tion was opened for that purpofe, and a treaty 
concluded with that chief in the month of 
Oftober, 1781, which, in its confequenc?s, 
led to a general peace with the Marrattas. 

A total ceflation of hoftilities with the 
Marratta ftates was the immediate confe- 
quence of the feparate peace with Madajee, 
and a general pacification was figned in May, 

1782. Thus did that expedition, on the 
fuccefs of which Mr. Hallings, when he 
propoled it, had declared he would rifle his 
life, terminate precilely as the Governor- 
General predidted; and, in the year 1782, 
of allthe confederacy which had been formed 
againft us, two members only continued 
hoftile, Hydcr-Ally-Cawn, and the French. 
Moodajee Booflah had been bought off by - 
a fumof money: and the Nizam confiding, 
or pretending to confide in our promhes, 
according to his ufual policy, continued in- 
a<ftive. To the honour of the troops cm- 
T 3 ployed. 
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1782. ployed againft Scindiah, it is ncceflary to 
mention, that they were five months in ar- , 
rears during all the lervice. 

It was for this reafon, and becaufe the 
treafury of Bengal was totally inadequate to 
the continued and increafing demands of an 
hundred thoufand men under arms, in the 
fervice of Great Britain in different parts 
of India, that the Governor-General deter- 
mined, in the month of Auguft, 1781, to de- 
mand from the Nabob Vizier of Oude, the 
balance due to the Company, and from the 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, a Zemindar who rented, 
under the Englifh Company, the rich city 
and dependencies of Benaras, together with 
fuch farther contributions as the necef- 
fities of war rendered cuftomary in the 
eaft, from vaffals to lords paramount, and 
from a fubjeft to bis fovereign. The 
Princefles of Oude, the mother and grand- 
tpoiiier of the NaBob Afoph-ul-Dowlah, 
together with immenfe treafures, pofleffed 
a confiderable force, and not a finaW fbare 
of the authority of govetnmeat.*— The 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, from his father Bui?, 
want Sing, who derived whatever degree 

of 
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of independency he poffefled, during the lat- 1782. 
ter period of his life, from the protedtion 
and intervention of our government, inherit- 
ed a vaft mafs of wealth, which he fecured 
in the two ftrong fortreffes of Bidjey Gur 
and Lutteefpoor. But, if common fame 
madejult reports, neither the Begums of 
Oude, nor the Rajah of Benaras, were 
friends to the Englilh. Hoftile intentions, 
it was every where faid, were manifefted by 
overt adlions : infolent treatment of the En - 
glifli, correfpondence with the powers who 
were, or might eventually become our ene- 
mies, the colledlion of ftores, and other adts 
of military preparation. The general ftate 
and temper of the country, and particularly 
the evafions by which Cheyt Sing fought to 
with-hold the fubfidies which our government 
had demanded and he had promifed, ren- 
dered thefe reports not incredible to a mind, 
anxious, like that of Mr, Haftings, for the 
public .fafety, which i|ung in fufpeii|i on 
his decifions. In fuch circumftances [as 
thefe, the Governor-General determined to 
feize, in good time, an engine that might be 
turned againft himielf, and to anticipate any 
T 4 farther 
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178?, farther inftances of hoftility, which mull in- 
volve in their progrcfs, either the ruin of 
the princes from whom they proceeded, or 
that of the power againll which they were 
pointed. 

But before we enter into any detail of 
thefe hollile defigns and adtions, it will be 
proper to examine the fprings from whence 
they flowed : the chief of which undoubtedly 
were, internal difeord, and undefinedgovern- 
ment. However the calamities that alTailed 
or threatened us in India were excited and en- 
couraged by the confederacy that was form- 
ed againll Great- Britain between America 
and Europe, they would have been early 
fupprelTcd, or cafily ^ualhed, by our fupe- 
rior advantages, had we polTelTed harmony 
in our councils. But the individual mem- 
bers of the Prefidencies were divided among 
themlelvesj the Prefidencies, by politi- 
calUriews and the |pve of power, from one 
another ; and, while a permanent jealouly 
was confirmed between the Ball- India Com- 
pany and the nominal Princes in whole 
name they exercifed the powers of govern- 
ment. 
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ment, diffenfions alfo arofe between the ci- 178*. 
ivil fervants of the Company, and the mili- 
tary officers of the Crown. While Hyder- 
Ally was at the gates of Madras, the Ehg- 
lifh, like the Greeks when the Barbarians 
approached to Conftantinoplc, diHradted by 
internal diiputes, not only concerning mea- 
fures but the power of enforcing them, 
feemed almoft to have forgotten that they 
had any enemies to contend with but one 
another. The Governor of Madras afliim- 
cd a controul over the troops within that 
Prefidency, for the diredion of meafures in 
which he confidered himielf as reiponlible : 
the Commander in Chief, ading under the au- 
thority of the Governor- General and Supreme 
Council of Bengal, claimed authority over 
every party or detachment, that he might 
be enabled to unite and dired their com- 
bined force in one fyftem of military opera- 
tion. The General, reftrained in his views, 
made partial efforts, icr remained iiSfedive. 
Detachments of our army were cut off, and 
the enemy was enabled to repair his Ioffes 
where our arms were fuccefsful. The re- 
venues of Arcot were feized for the purpofe 

of 
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lyiz* of maintaining the war, by Lord Macart* 
ney; but rcftored by Mr. Haftings. The 
order for reftitution, the government of Ma-* 
dras determined to refift, and Sir Eyre Coote 
to execute, if neceflary, even by force of 
arms. 

Meanwhile, the du<3;aations in our admi* 
niftration and councils at home, gave birth 
to various pro] efts for the appointment of 
new men^ and the eftablifliment of new 
fyllems of government abroad. Thefe chan- 
ges and defigns were conveyed in private 
letters and printed publications to the pow- 
ers of India, who, expefting the removal 
of Mr. Haftings, and unaccuftomed to Jfe- 
parate in their imaginations the perfons of 
princes from their plans of policy, were 
deterred from taking any part with fo un- 
fteady a government. 

Diflfention and inl^igue find their way 
even into the Divans of deipotic powers : 
but when, in jarring councils and incom- 
patible lyftems of government, it was eafy 
to find plaufible theories and pretexts, as 

well 
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well as moft powerful countenance and fiip- 1782. 
port for almoft any courfe of condud:, fac- 
tion was invited, and indeed unavoidable. In 
fuch circamftanccs as thefe, it was not unna- 
tural for Mr. Francis, a man of great abili- 
ties, both datural and acquired, as well as 
great ambition, and who might difUn- 
guiflied from all his cotemporaries, by an 
extreme irritability of temper, if hH^ad not 
been as tenacious of revenge as he was prone 
to refentment; to apply himfelf, with all the 
affiduity of habits formed by a life of bufinels, 
to counteradthe defigns, and to fully the glo- 
ry of his immediate fuperior, Mr. Haftings. 

From the death of General Clavering, 
which happened in the month of Auguft, 

1777, to that of December, 1779, Mr. 
Francis was, or pretended to be, in hourly 
expedation of fucceeding to the govern- 
ment of Bengal. Mr. Haftings had uni- 
formly profefled the utmoft indifference with 
regard to his own fate. In his correlpon- 
dence with the Minifto’, and with the Di- 
redors, he never once folicited his conti- 
nuance in government, though he uni- 
formly reprefented, in very ftrong terms, 

the 
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1782. the neceffity of increafing the power of the 
Governor-General. The Britifli Minifter, 
who had ufed the moft violent and unjufti- 
iiable methods to remove Mr. Hailings 
from his office, in 1776, was the firft to 
propofe his continuance, two years there- 
after. whether on account of his growing 
embarraffments, and the ftrenuous^ fuf^ort 
which die Governor-General, in his laft 
conteft with government, received from the 
friends of the Marquis of Rockingham, or 
that the death of Colonel Monfon, and af- 
terwards that of General Clavering, had dif- 
armed him of the refentment which he once 
entertained againfr Mr. Hafrings, or in 
whatever proportions all thefe fcparate 
circumilances might have been combined, 
certain it is, that Lord North, unfolicited, 
propofed, in 1778, that Mr. Hafrings ffiould 
be continued in the government of Bengal 
for one year longer j that he made a motion 
for a hmilar end in 1779 } and that parlia- 
ment, on his motion, in 1781, continued, 
him in office for ten years. The motives 
that induced thefe fucceffive appointments, 
are as honourable to Mr. Hafrings, as they 
are difgraceful to thoie who then voted for 

his 
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his continuance in office, and hive fince 1781, 
joined in his perfecution. Lord North open- 
ly averred, that he had moved the Houle of 
Commons to re-appoint Mr. Haflings, thiee 
feveral tilhes, becaule, our fltuation 'in Eu^ 
rope and in India was difficult and danger^ 
ous, and Mr. Haftings polleiled vkpur and 
abilities, and the confidence of the Eaft- 
Indk Company. 

As foon as the firft of thefe re-appoint- 
ments was known in Bengal, a propolitioa 
was diftantly made for a conciliation be*- 
tween Mr. Francis and Mr. Haftings. This 
propolition was attended with fo many im- 
portant confequences, that we fhall ftate 
them from fuch authentic materials as we 
have been enabled to obtain upon the fiib- 
jedt. 

The firft converfation that led to this 
coalition pafled between Major Scott, then 
aid-de-camp to the Governor- General, and 
a gentleman in Mr. Francis’s confidence, 
on the 24th of December, 1779. This 
conference was, on the Monday following, 
communicated by Major Scott to Mr. 

riaftings. 
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1782. Haftings, who declared his readinefs to aC-« 
commodate all differences with Mr< Fran- 
cis } but requiring unequivocally, that he, 
Mr. Haftings, fhould have the conduift of 
the Marratta war; Mr. FrancH, having 
thrown upon Mr, Haftings the refponfi- 
bility 0% that war in fo far as it was con- 
hefted with the Bengal government. This 
arrang^ent was afterwards fettled under 
the memation of Sir John Day. Mr. Fran- 
cis was accufed by Mr. Haftings, in the 
month of July, 1780, of having violated 
his engagements. A duel enfued in the 
following month, in which Mr. Francis 
was wounded : and, on the 9th of Decem- 
ber, 1780, this gentleman quitted India,* 

Major Scott at that time commanded a 
battalion of Sepoys, at Chunar, about fix 
hundred and fifty miles from Calcutta. The 
moment he heard of Mr. Francis’s intended 
departure, he wrote to Mr. Haftings, and 
pointed out to him the necefiity of fomc per- 
fon, acquainted with the late tranfaftions in 
India, being fent in order to explain any 
circumftances that might be mi{reprefented> 

If 
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If no fitter perfon occurred to Mr. Hafitngs* 17831 
for this fervice. Major Scott offered him^ 
felf, as his battalion was at that time doing 
garrifon duty, without a probability of 
being relieved or employed according to Ac 
ufual courfe of the fervice, before the clofe 
of the war j and as he himfelf ^ffeffed, 
though a rnoderate, yet an independent for- 
tune. Major Scott quitted Chun^ on the 
15th of December, 1780, and lell Bengal 
in a neutral fhip, the 9th of Januaryfollow- 
ing, with inftrudions to which he -rigidly 
adhered. Thefe were, to explain fuch parts 
of Mr. Haflings's conduct as might be miC- 
reprefcnted, and to endeavour to procure 
him confidence and fupport as long as he 
Ihould be continued in office, but, by no 
means to folicit his continuance in the go- 
vernment of Bengal. 

Major Scott,, in private circles, in par- 
liament, and in printed publications, repel- 
led the arrows of reproach, and maintained 
the caufe of Mr. Haftings with an enthu- 
afm that nothing but an- unaffedted admira- 
tion of the man, and indignation at injured 
‘ merit. 
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1782. merit, could have infpired. Yet his eld^» 
quencc was not of that kind which florms 
the heart by the contagion of pailion ; nor 
yet that which amufes the imagination by 
the ftores of literature and fancy ; nor that, 
ftill farther, which affumes the fublimity of 
abftraded terms, and the pomp of logical form . 
What he faid carried in it that clearnefs and 
convidioju which were the natural refult of 
an intimate acquaintance with his fubje<St, 
and he often oppofed with fuccefs a fait to 
a flouridi. fie marked the inconiiilencies 
of his opponents both in ipeech and adion, 
proclaimed aloud the eminent fervices of 
Mr. Haftings, poured light on what feem- 
ed dark and doubtful in his condudt, and 
glanced^ by fevere contraft, at the unfortu-^ 
nate errors, not to fay mifdemeanors and 
crimes, of men who had arranged themfelves 
under the ftandard of perfecution. Here 
the Major had indeed an ample field. Fo- 
reign nations are aftonifhed, and pofterity will 
not believe, that he, who, by faving India, 
faved the Britiih empire, was, on the return 
of peace, the only objediof public enquiry and 
accufation. Admirals had loft opportunities. 

Generals 
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CNfencrals had loft armies, Commandefs in 1782. 
Gliief aulpiciods conjun(flures never to be re- 
called, but they threw themfelves into the 
fcale bf oppofition, £lnd were loaded with 
offices and honours. Mr. Haftings court- 
ed not the favour of any party, but looked 
up with confidence to the nation for jufticc. 

Ill the month of December, 1781, the 
Britifh nation groaned Under a load of pub- 
lic debt. Her commanders were generally 
unfortunate : her fleets were out-number- 
ed : her armies had been captured : her 
miniftry -was diftraefted t and an oppofition 
to government, powerful from the talents 
of its leaders, was hourly gaining ftrength. 

The moft fanguine politicians, in that hoiir 
of dltlrefs, looked to the prefervation of 
India, as the only means of laving us from 
a general bankruptcy. In fuch a fituation. 

Lord North clearly and unequivocally fup-' 
ported Mr. Haftings ; and, notwithftand- 
ing the general diftrels of the empire, very 
cofifiderable reinforcements of Ihips and 
troops were fent to India, in the winter of 
1781. 

*Voi.. I. U 
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1782. In the month of March, 1782, Lord 
North was compelled to reiign his office. 
His fuccelTors flipulated, that not an atom 
of his adminiftration ffiould remain, the 
prefent Lord Chancdlor excepted. 

The confidential dependant of the Mar- 
<juis of Rockingham was Mr. Edmund 
Burke. This celebrated perfon is a native 
of Ireland. He quitted his own country 
nearly at the commencement of the prelent 
reign. Amongft the various peculiarities 
which diftinguilh this reign from all others, 
there is none more ftriking, than the very 
extraordianry increafe of that body of men 
who are generally termed, political adven- 
turers. Mr. Burke, amongft this order of 
men, has been eminently fuccefsful. He 
made his firft entrance into public life in the 
charadier of private fecretary to the Marquis 
of Rockingham, in the year 1765. He 
continued fteady in his attachment to the 
noble Marquis, from the year 1765, to the 
/time of his deceafe, and it has been generally 
thought, that he governed the part}, the 
heads of which, though men of good un- 
derftanding, were more remarkable for the 

affluence 
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iifEuence of their fortunes, and their private 1782, 
worth, than forttailents as orators and flatef- 
itien. By a prudent though not fordid oeco- 
nomy* he avoided the inconveniencies and 
the dangers of embarraiJed circumftances, 
and atnidft all the viciffitudes of his public 
life, prelerved an independent and eredt mind, 
with a narrow private fortune. 

From the earlieft years of Mr. Bilrfce, 
dhere was fomething in his fentiments, pur* 
fuits, and manners, diat indicated to the 
diicerning eye fublimity of genius and deli- 
cacy of tafte. As he advanced in years the 
prefages formed concerning him were more 
and more confirmed : and he grew up in 
favour with all around him. An intereft- 
ing fweetnefe and fenfibility, of countenance 
prepared the ftranger for thinking juftly 
,of the humanity of his difpofition, and, 
from the richnefs of his converiation on 
every fubjedt, he was pleated, though ^lot 
furprized, to find intelle(3aial excellence in 
conjundtion with moral goodnefsu There 
is nothing in nature that is folitary, or inde- 
pendent of that univerfality of things which 
compotes one harmonipus whole : poth^g 

V 2 P 
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1782. fo inlignificant that it may not be aflbeiated 
by a vaft variety of conne(^ons, with fome-^ 
thing rhoft interefting and fublime : and all 
the arts and fciences are linked together in 
one chain, affeiled by mutual influence, 
and fuftained by mutual fupport. Hence 
the copious and difeiplined fancy of Mr. 
Burke, whether in private converiation or 
public difeourfe, both in ipeaking and 
writing, diffufed a captivating charm on eve- 
ry fubje£t, and gave relief and animation to 
topics the mo ft dry and barren. 

The fciences have a natural tendency to 
produce candour and forbearance, by indu- 
cing in the minds of their votaries an habit 
of tracing every a<ftion and every eflfedt to 
its proper caufe. And polite literature and 
the fine arts, by exhibiting human nature in 
an infinite variety of interefting fituations, 
excite a thoufand focial and humane emo- 
tions, which cannot fpring from all the oc- 
currences and viciflitudes of the moft varied 
life. Thus the man of letters becomes a 
6iiizen of the world. His enlarged mind 
acquires, an habit of lympathetic indul- 
gence. ^ The antipathies and prejudices 

which 
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which fet men at variance with one another, 1782. 
are gradually worn off. Nothing that be- 
longs to human nature j no peculiarity in 
national charadler y no common failing or 
imperfection of the individual member of 
Ibciety, moves either the ridicule or the rage 
of the man, who is accuftomed to contem- 
plate nature and humanity under manifold 
forms, and in whofe bread difguft and even 
indignation at the effeCt, is partly loft in 
the contemplation of the caule. The 
character of Mr. Burke, accordingly, was 
marked by nothing more than by fuperiori- 
ty to vulgar prejudices, and unbounded phi- 
lanthropy to all clalTes and nations of men. 

It was this expanded fentiment that, on dif- 
ferent occalions, infpired him with courage 
to refill the popular fury, when it had bro- 
ken loofe with a favage ferocity againft un- 
fortunate criminals, and a proferibed reli- 
gion. It was perfectly natural for fiich a 
fpirit to enter by a lively fympathy, into the 
fufferings of the Indian nations, under Eu- 
ropean tyranny, and to indulge an honeft 
indignation againft their oppreflbrs. He 
fuffered his imagination to dwell with plea- 
fure on the vifionary project, of uniting thfe 
U 2 freedom 
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178 freedom of the natives of India, with their 
dependence on Great Britain, and of bring-* 
ing to exemplary puniihment, an. individoai 
who had uniformly ailed, in the charailef 
pf the firft minifter in India, on thofe very 
principles by which our polTellions in that 
country had been acquired, by which they 
had been maintained, and by which alonO| 
beyond all manner of doubt, in times 0f 
civil convulfion, they could be recovered or 
prefe^ved. 

The fineft genius, the moft generous dLC* 
pofition, is not unufually found in conjunc- 
tion with an irritability of temper, which 
magnifies its objedl. Although it may be 
too much to affirm, that belief is nothing 
more than vivid perception, attention has 
undoubtedly a microfcopical power, and this 
power we can command at pleafurc. — 
Hence that wonderful variety of opinions 
that prevail, on fo many fubjetSls, among 
men of equal underftandings : for while rea- 
fon and truth are uniform and invarmblc, the 
paffions arid interefts of individuals arc vari- 
ous : aixd when once the will begins tb inffii- 
cncc the judgment ,• fertility of invention, 

inllead 
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ini^ead of beuig^ a lamp of light, becoix^es a 1782, 
fourcc of error. Mr, Burke, in his cager- 
ncfe to impeach the Governor- General of 
Bengal, loft fight of conftant precedent^ 
and political neceffify: and, for what had 
become the predominant pafiion of his foul, 
his imagination, fertile even to excefs, cafily 
found a cover in partial views, and plaufi- 
ble theories and conjedlures. 

In the affairs of India, this gentleman 
and his party had for fome years but little 
concern. To Lord North’s regulating bill, 
of 1773, they gave a feeble and unavailing 
oppofition ; but when his Lordftiip endea- 
voured to remove Mr. Haftings, in the 
year 1776, on account of the Rohilla war, 
they exerted themfelves fo ftrenuoufly in 
oppofition to that meafure, that they de- 
feated the Minifter in Leadenhall-ftr^t, and 
prevented him from lb much as bringing 
the fubjedt before parliament the enfuing 
felfion. It is of little confequence to ob- 
ferve, that the fame party which adlually 
prcfcrved Mr, Haftings in office, when the 
Rohilla war was made the ground of his 
U 4 removal 
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*>82. removal in. 1776, would have impeaclicd 
him for the fame rneaflire in 1786, 

In the year 177^, Mr. Burke began to 
appear more coufpicuoufly as an India poli- 
tician, In that year, his near relation, Mr, 
William ilurke, quitted England, fecretly, 
and proceeded to Madras. In the follow- 
ing year he returned to this country, the 
agent of the Rajah of Taiijore. In the year 
1781, he again proceeded by land to Ma- 
dras, and in the following year, 1782, 
Mr. Edmund Burke, now a Privy Coun-' 
fcllor, and Pay-Mailer- General of his Ma- 
jefty’s Forces, appointed his relation Mr, 
William Burke, Pay- Mailer of the King’s 
forces in India, an office which he Hill retains. 

It was early determined by the Rocking- 
ham adminillration, that Mr. Hallings 
Ihould be removed. Mr. Dundas, wffio 
had been Chairman of the Secret Commit- 
tee, the origin of his greatnels, concurred 
with them in this point, though :he has 
hnce publicly exprelled his fatisfaftion, that 
bis. viewsk were counteradsd. At the minute 

this 
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this refolution was taken in England* «ur 178a# 
empire in Hindoilan tottered to its fbunda-. 
dation. We have already Ihcwn the diffi- 
culties under which Great Britain laboured 
in India, and the aftonilhing efforts that 
were made by Mr. Haftings, and thofc who 
ailed under him, to prevent the total fub- 
rerfion of our power in that quarter of the 
world. In fuch a fituation, Mr. Haftings 
required fupport from England, but he re- 
ceived counterailion. 

The King’s minifters, who polTefftd the 
public confidence of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, intoxicated with the novelty of pow- 
er, determined, in defiance of law and com- 
mon fenfe, that the Company ftiould be laid 
under new reftriitions in the exercife of thole 
privileges which they enjoyed by charter.— 

The Direilors were, in fail, ordered, by a 
vote of the Houle of Commons, to remove 
Mr. Haftings; and thus did Mr. Burke, who 
was the grand mover of this bufinefs, lay the 
ft)undation ofthole extraordinary events which 
have agitated the political world for the lal( 
fix years, which occafioned the overthrow of 

his 



3*1% MEMOIRS OP THE. 

178^^ his parly, and involve many of his con- 
nedtions in ruin. 

Intelligence of thefe extraordinary pro- 
ceedings in England, circulated throughout' 
Hindoftan, in the months of Auguft and 
September, 1782, produced an effedt per- 
fedlly natural. The Marratta peace, figned 
by Madajee Scindiah, and Mr. David An- 
derfon, in the month of May, was on the 
point of being ratified at Poonah, in Au- 
guft ; but the Minifters of the Paiftiwa 
declared their determination, firft to wait 
the arrival, and to know the fentiments of 
the new Governor- General. Fortunately 
for the exiftence of the £aft-lndia Company, 
a packet difpatched over land to Mr. Raft- 
ings, by Major Scott, arrived at Calcutta 
in November, with intelligence of the death 
of the Marquis of Rockingham, and the 
determination of the Court of Proprietors 
to refift the mandate of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, for the recall of Mr. Raftings. 
This intelligence produced a very happy al- 
teration in the ftate of public affairs. The 
peace widi the Manattas was ratified in 

the 
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the month of December, 1782, fince which I793«. 
time, all the conditions of it have been icm-* 
puloufly obferved by both parties. 

■ When we thus compare the adual fitUa-: 
tion of affairs in the eaft, with what paffed in 
Great Britain, we fhall be led to conclude, 
that we owe the prefervation of India to 
the India Company. And here it is natu-* 
ral to refledt, on that fteadinefs and ftabili-r 
ty of government, which arifes from com- 
mon fenfe, and a concern for independent 
property, contrafted with the vifionary pro- 
jefts of the fublimefl and moil cultivated 
geniufes. To have removed Mr. Haftings, 
and attempted to introduce a new order of 
affiiirs in India, during the rage of war, 
did not appear abfurd to Mr. Burke and 
Mr. Fox, and to a majority in the Houfe 
of Commons : but the Proprietors of India 
Stock were unwilling to hazai'd fo bold an 
experiment j and their prudent caution has 
equally contributed to the prefervation of 
private property, and the promotion of pub- 
lic profperity. The Eafl- India Compmy 
m^ty thus be confidered as an anchor, that 

fixed 
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1782. fixed the agitated veffel of ftate, tdfied amidil 
the billows of foreign war, and internal dif- 
fentions. This aflbciation of men are not 
to be viewed, by the political eye, fo much 
as a let of private monopolifts, as a moft 
important member or branch of the ftate ; 
which could not now be lopped off with- 
out lacerating the parent ftock, and tbq 
danger of even mortal wounds. Were the 
trade to India thrown open to private ad- 
venturers, where is the lecurity that thele 
adventurers, in their exports and imports, 
would confine themfelves to the ports of 
Great Britain ? Nor is the lofs of public 
revenue, and of the advantage of an extended 
circulation, the whole, or perhaps even the 
greateft part of the evil to be apprehenc^ed 
from fuch a meafure. The Britilh Govern- 
ment, deprived of the Company’s fleet, 
would be deprived of a faithful and power- 
ful aflbeiate, who has uniformly adhered to 
the caufe of the nation, and mingled her in- 
tcreft with her’s in every fortune* The 
Eaft-India fliips have ever been found of in- 
finite fervice to the public fecurity ; whether 
by co-operating with the royal navy for the 

defence 
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defence of our foreign fettlcmcnts, in traiij(^ 178a. 
porting troops to Afia from Euro|je, or 
from one port to another in India* It w&e 
fuperfltious to prove fo notorious a fa<S' by 
multiplied examples. I fliall juft mentioii 
one. It was in the Kingfton Eaft-India* 
man, commanded by Captain Nutt, that Sir 
Eyre Coote, with a body of European in-i- 
fantry, and a large fupply of provifions and 
money, carried iidvation from Bengal to th6 
Carnatic, 

Yet, at the fame time, that a clamour tras 
excited againft Mr. Haftings, certain wild 
projedtors began to propagate ideas of diftoU 
ving the Company, while others propofol^ 
what would have amounted, in die end, ib 
the fame thing, the moft ruinous innovatitms 
in their ftiipping. Nor were the Diredtcni 
of the Eaft- India Company wanting to 
liften to offers of neceftltous and whimftcal 
fpeculators, who, playing a *dcfpcrate game, 
endeavoured to intrude thcmfelves into the 
Company's fervice, by holding out illufoiy 
views of a redudion in die freight of fhips. 
—The favings prbpofed, which, at the 
' utmoft. 



Memoirs at Tttt 

, 4782. -utmofl, ie was computed* would not hav^ 
exceeded ibety thouiaad pounds annudiy* 
couM never have compenlatcd fin: thofe 
^ixmng hazards which muft have b^n inr- 
cucred by any Innovation in die iyiibem .of 
the Company’s navigation : a fy^m that 
had £oQd the ihock .of fo many aooideats* 
and ib many hoft^ and dbrmidatde.eomhi'* 
nations. The owners of dnps* by afording ft 
condnnt andfure refoiuxe of Hupping* at 
ted and proper times* give that fteadinefs* 
conftancy, and uniformity of exertion to the 
4X»nmerce of the Eaft-IndiaCompany* which 
its particular naturexequires* and which ne> 
ceSkdly accompanies the fuccefsful manage>« 
n^t of ah.extenhve concerns^ The necef- 
hiry vedels are fitted out hy /them* equipped* 
yiduaOed* manned* and drawn together at 
.an appointed place and fixed time* with a 
/degree ef i^gukrity approaching to mecha- 
uiical exatStnefi j an fexadtnefs* whidi a re- 
gard to protection* and the winds* called 
'inonfi>ons, renders indifpenfable^ AM nati- 
ons that have been ambitious to .extend and 
efiahlifii their commerce on face grounds* 
in difiant ^quarters of the world* have been 
.. careful 



tA'TE WAR IN ASIA. -SUf 

careful to uaite with navigation an4 <fhc fe- 
quifites for cQaamerckl conveyandR* ihfi 
means of prote<3)icMi from hoftik invsidhoN. 

The number of ;lhips Becefiary for 
on tlac commerc* of the £ail>Indja Coia»- 
paoy» is not lefs -than one hundred. Sudi 
a quantify of Shipping, may be conwerted in'- 
to a moA formidable^ navy* that iludi not 
only be indepen^nt of ooiw^s, bfut 
a mighty addition tto •maritime Anceraf 
England. The owners qf fiiips* itasiasdi 
have determined* and one or two facceHent 
citizens *, happily diftinguiflicd by an unbn 
of fortune, cajpacity, ^and public .ipmt, have 
of late fet an exam^ iof building ihips' oh 
an enlarged plan, and conArudled in fuch a 
manner, as to admit at once a reduction nf 
freight, and to do as much >eKcittion as a 
•fixty-:gun ihip of the line. This exmn|A6 
will undoubtedly he followed,, and the Eaft- 
Ihdia Company^ which lias die of 
having faved the nation, by the indepen- 
dent virtue of their XDunfds, will aUbhavc 
-the renown of ’making a moft important ad- 
dition to the force ;of ks arms. It is not fit 
that the confiitutiooi of fuch a body, ihould 

be 
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•1782. be lightly tampered with. Experience ha# 
proved, that a conjundiure may happeit> 
when they taiay form a neceflary countcr- 
poife to the levity of political fpecuktors ; 
and there is fcarcely a family of any note in 
Britain, that is not from .perfonal intereft, 
or ties of conlanguinity, nearly concerned 
in their ftability and welfore. But let us 
now rctnm to the means employed by Mi*. 
Haftings, in the hour of danger, for the 
falvation of India j from which we have been 
led to this political digredlon, 

Bulwant, the father of Cheyt Sing^ had 
behaved fo treacheroufly to the Engliih in 
the war with Sujah Dowlah, that the Gover- 
nor and Council had determined to deprive 
him, in 1765, of theZemindary of Benaras, 
though it was afterwards judged prudent 
to make ufe of his fervices in collecting the 
revenues of that province, to protect him 
from the hoftile refentment of the Nabob 
Vizier, who had compelled him, in May, 
1765, to pay him twenty lacks of ra- 
pees, as a frne for his former cdntjiinacy, 
and in' order to enable him, tlie Nabob, 

to 
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to difcharge the fubfidy due, by treatyt from 178*2. 
him to the Company, and to raife him to a 
degree of independence which he had never 
before enjoyed. On the death of this man, 
his Ibn, Cheyt Sing, by a woman of a*Very 
low cafte, was continued in the Zemih- 
dary through the Engliih influence with 
the Vizier, And Mr. Hafl:ings> in 1773*- 
pfocared from the Nabob a confirmation 
of Cheyt Sing and his pofterity in that 
rich pofleflion. By the treaty of Luck- 
now, concluded in 1775, the fovereignity 
of Benaras and Gauzipore was transfered 
from the Nabob to the Eaft-India Com- 
pany. Ch^t Sing was frill treated with 
the utmofr indulgence, and no demainds 
were made, on account of his annual reve- 
nue, beyond the fum formerly fripulated. — 

But on the eruption of a war with France, 
in July, 1778, Cheyt Sing was called upon, 
according to oriental cuftom, to contribute 
his (hare of the additional expences now to 
be incurred by his fovereign. 

When Sir Eyre Coote was about to em- 
bark, in Odtober 1780, for the coafr of 

VoL. I X Coro- 
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178a. Coromandel, and there wa# a very jgfreat de- 
gree of prohability that Bengal would be 
invaded by the Marrattas, the plMi adopted 
by the Goverment for the protedion of Ben- 
gal and its dependencies from the attacks of 
our enemies, was, to put the troops of the 
native princes, conneited with our nation, 
cither by the ties of alliance or allegiance, 
under the difcipline, and the command of 
Britifti officers. As a part of the (yilem of 
defence, it was unanimoufly refolved in 
Council, that a part of Chcyt Sing’s ca- 
valry fliould be put under our orders. 

The Rajah did not difpUte the right of 
his fovereign to dbmand military aid, but 
he fought to evade compliance, on pretence 
of poverty : and his excufes and delays to 
pay his promifed fubfidy, there was reafon 
to believe, were di<Sbted by the doubts he 
had been taught to entertain concerning the 
ftabiKty of that authority by which it had 
been impofed. His repeated inftances of 
contumacy and difobedience, though un- 
juftidabie in themfelvcs, and aggravated by* 
the extreme diftrcfles and dangers of the fu- 

perior 
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perfor ftate, appeared to the Governor-Ge- 1781. 
neral of lefs confideration on account of their 
own criminality, than as they were evidences 
of a deliberate and lyftcmatic conduft, aim- 
ing at die total fubverfion of the autbori- 
- ty of the Company, and the ereftion of his 
own independency on its ruins. He con- 
fidered Cheyt Sing as culpable, in a very 
high degree, towards our ftate, and his 
puniftiment, of which he had given him 
frequent warnings if he did not amend his 
conda(ft, as an example which juftice and 
policy required, equally for the reparation 
of the wrongs which its dignity had fuftain- 
ed, and for the future prcfcrvation of its 
authority. He faw a political neceflity for 
curbing the over-grown power of a great 
member of the Company’s dominion, and 
rendering it fubfervient to their prefent exi- 
gencies. TJiefe arc the reafons urged by 
Mr. Haftings in his narrative of the infur- 
reftion at Benaras, in a ftream of eloquence 
that rarely, if it ever flows, at once with 
fuch tranfparency and fuch force, where 
the couduflons of the underftanding de- 
X a rive 
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1782. rive not an impetus from the emotions of 
the heart, , 

The Governor-General, with a view to 
raife fupplies for maintaining the war, and 
in the hopes of being able to effed: fome 
interviews that might lead to peace, fet 
out from Calcutta on the 7th of July, 
1781, with an intention to proceed to 
Lucknow, the principal refidence of the 
Royal Family of Oude. He arrived at 
Benaras on the morning of the 14th of 
Auguft, whither alfo Cheyt Sing came to 
meet him fome hours later. The Gover- 
nor-General forbad the Rajah to come that 
evening to his quarters, as he had intended; 
and required him to defer his future vifits 
until he Ihould receive his permiffion, as he 
had fome previous matters to fettle with 
him, of which he would be informed by the 
Refident whom he would depute to him, 
next morning, for that purpofe. IVJr. 
Markham accordingly carried a paper to 
the Rajah, in which Mr. Railings recapi- 
tulated the feveral inllances of his condud 
which for fome time pail had repeatedly 

drawn 
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drawn upon himfelf the fevere reprchcn- 1782* 
lions of goverment, and demanded a clear 
and fatisfaflory explanation. He charged 
him not only with Ihifts and delays in, 
the payment of a fum of money, which 
he had promifed to contribute in the ftrong- 
eft terms, and which was dellined for dif- 
charging the arrears due to the army that 
had marched towards Malva, but alfo with 
difaffeftion and infidelity to the Company, 
the patrons on whom he depended, and 
with endeavours to excite diforders in theif 
government. The Rajah, in reply, profelT- 
ed the utmbft gratitude to Mr. Haftings, 
whom he confidered as the fource from 
whence alone he derived the fulfilment of 
all his willies and defires, apologized for his 
delays in paying the required fufidy, and 
number of cavahy, from inability, and ur- 
ged that the delay in remitting the fum 
which he had been able to raife to the army 
did not reft with him. He affirmed, that 
his whole cavalry did not exceed one thou- 
fand three hundred, of which feveral were 
Rationed at diftant places. In compliance, 

X 3 ho 
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178 1, he faid, with the Governor- General’s wifliea# 
he had colleded five hundred horfe, and, as 
a fubftitute for other five hundred, he had 
provided an equal number of Burgandam, 
at that moment ready to go to whatever 
place they fliould be fent. He added, that, 
happily for him, the arrival of the Gover- 
nor-General at Benaras, would enable him 
to afeertain the truth of what he had afilkt- 
ed concerning his horfe, on the fpot. He 
had conftantly endeavoured to fulfil the 
Governor’s orders, and to preferve good 
government : “ But,” fard he, if a per- 
Ibn having committed a delinquency 
“ fliould efcape to feme other place, fo as 
** to elude all difeovery, in that cafe I am 
** helplefs.” 

This anfwcr appeared to the Governor-Ge- 
neral tobenotonly unfatisfaftory infubfeance, 
but, from an inferior in India to a fuperior, 
Offenfive in feyle, and lefs a vindication of 
himfelf than a recrimination on the Goves^ 
nor. It cxprcfiTcd not any concern for the 
caufes of complaint contained in his letter, 
nOr defirc to atonyp for them. An anfwcr 

couched 



LATE WAR IN ASIA. ^*7 

;90iach€d nearly in terms of defiance, to re-^ 17^ 2. 
^ttiiitions of ib ierious a nature, Mr. Haf- 
tiogs confijdered as^an indication of that 
fpiriC of independency, which the Rajali 
had aflUnaed for fome years part. Under 
diefe alarming appearances of the Rajah’s 
condu^ and diipofitions, he conceived hiin- 
felf to be indilpeniably obliged to form fome 
immediate and decifive plan for fecuring the 
Company’s interefis and rights in Benaras. 

He ordered the Refident to proceed, early 
on the morning of Auguft the fixteenth, 
to the houfc of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, with 
his ufual guard, and put him in arreft. — 

Mr. Markham, followed by two companies 
of Grenadier Sepoys, according to his in- 
ftrudlions executed the arreft, to which the 
Rajah quietly fubmitted, afluring the Refi- 
dent, that whatever the Governor’s orders 
were, he was ready to obey them. He 
hoped that he would allow him a fubfill- 
ence : but, as for his Zemindary, his forts, 
and his treafure, he was ready to lay them 
down, with his life, if required, at his feet. 

.In two letters, alfo addrefled to the Gover- 
ffldr-General, in the language of defpondent 
X4 fuppli- 
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1782. fiipplication, he profcffcd cntffe fobmiffioa 
to his will. The Governor having now 
brought the refraftory Rajah to the temper 
he defired, cdtofbrted him with a fhortnote, 
in which he informed him, that Mr. Mark- 
ham (hould wait upon him in the afternoon, 
and explain particulars. In the mean 'time 
he defired him to fet his mind at reft, and 
not to conceive any terror or appreheniion. 
The Rajah to this confolotary affurance re- 
plied, My Protedtor ! wherever you fpread 

your Ihadow over my head, I am entirely 
** free from terror and apprehenfion } and 
“ whatever you, who are my Mafter, fhall 
as fuch determine, will be right,” 

The Governor-General had by this time 
prepared new inftrudlions to Mr. Mark- 
ham ; but before he could fet out with them, 
intelligence was received, that large bodies 
of men, in arms, had crolfed the river from 
Ramnagur, and proceeded to Shewallah 
Gaut, Cheyt Sing’s houfe. The guard placed 
over the Rajah, confifted of two companies 
of grenadier Sepoys, as above mentioned, 
from Major Popham’s detachment, c(m~ 

manded 
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manded by the Lieutenants Simesy* Scott, 1782* 
and Stalker, and Rationed in an encloied 
fquare which furrounded the Prince’s apart- 
• ment in the palace ; the Refident’s guard 
had returned with him to Mr. Haftings* 

It nQW appeared that thefe troops were un- 
provided with ammunition. Majbr Pop- 
ham, therefore, fent another company of 
Sepoys, with ammunition, to reinforce and 
fupport (he firft party. But, on their ar- 
rival at the Rajah’s houfe, they found all 
the avenues blockaded by a /multitude of 
armed men. The minds of this tumultu- 
ous aflembly, fermented intofage, by a re- 
ciprocation of lentiments and paflions, and 
afluming courage from their numbers, 
made an inftantaneous and fierce attack on 
the Sepoysj who, wanting their accullomed 
means of defence, fell an eafy facrifice to 
tl» fuperior numbers of their aflailants. 

The officers, it is fuppofed, were the firft 
victims to theft fury 5 but not until they 
had, by aftonifhing efforts of b'ravery, in- 
volved in their tate far greater numbers 
of their enemies. 


In 
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In the midA oC this c«Q;hifi<^ni Chejft 
Sing found means , to escape through i 
wicket jdjLat c^ned to the rjvei: ; and the 
banks being <^ceedingly ileep in that placet 
he was let down by turbans tied together, 
into a boat which conveyed him to the op- 
poiite ihore. His adha?ents followed him 
acrofs the river in the tame tumultuous 
manner in which diey had ahembled, leav- 
ing the party of our Sepoys which had kft 
arrived, in poiTeilioa of the houib. But if, 
inftead of crouding after the Rajah, they 
had proceeded to Mahadow Dafs's garden, 
the reddencc at that critical hour ofJVlr* 
Haftings, the blood of the Governor-Ge- 
nerai, with chat of about thirty h^nghih 
gentlemen of his party, woidd have been 
added to the recent carnage* and the Pri- 
tilh empire in India would have eealed 
from that moment to exifr. For every jiate 
around it would have frarted into arms 
i^nfrit: audits ownfubje&s> according 
^ their degrees of power, would have, beoi 
^Mwatd tx) renounce their ail^iance. 


Mr. 
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. Mr, Haftings, on the firft intdl^ence 
of this commotion, direded Major Pc^ 
ham to repair immediately to his camp, 
which was about two miles from the Refi^ 
dent’s houfr, and at the fame difranee from 
the Rajah’s, and to march inftantly with 
the remainder of his detachment to the fup- 
port of the party. Major Popham, though 
he loft not a moment to execute this "or- 
der, arrived too late, and beheld with for- 
row the effe<fts of a maflacre which he 
could neither prevent nor revenge. Cltt}^ 
Sing fled to Lutteefpoor with his family, 
and all his fljrces, except the ordinaty 
guard of Ramnagur: a vaft pile of irregular, 
but mafly buildings, conftriKfted of ftone, 
on the rivo* fide, and partly within . tl» 
bed of the river. To the original ftrength 
of this place, Cbeyt Sing had added fmne 
fmall baftions of ftone and earth ; but it 
poflefied a ftronger defence in a large town 
which had grown around it, and the com- 
plicated intricacies of the apartments and 
paiTages of the palace. Ramnagur' had been 
evacuated during dw commotions at She- 
wallah Gaut: but the firft tumults of con- 

fternation 
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ftemation having fubfided, about two thou- 
sand men had returned to that fortrefs, 
on the i8tb of Auguft, under the com- 
mand of Ramjeewuun, a confidential and 
domeftic chief of the Rajah’s family. 

The whole firength of the Governor- 
General at, Benaras, confified originally of 
fix companies of Major Popham’s regiment, 
about fixty Sepoys which he had taken 
from the garrifon, at Buxar, for the pro- 
letSlioo of his boats, and a few men with- 
out difcipline, and without arms, who 
had been newly recruited for the Refident’s 
guard. Of Major Popham’s regiment, 
eighty-two men had fallen in the mafiacre 
of Shewallah Gaut, and ninety-fwo were 
wrounded. The whole number of killed 
and wounded, amounted to two hundred 
and five. 

The retnainder of Major Popham’s de- 
tachment, confifting of four companies of 
Sqjoys> <Mie company of artillery,- and a 
company of French rangers in our fervice, 
were ordeifed to march immediately to Ram- 

nagur. 



nagur, and a letter was fcnt to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Blair, to detach a battalion of' Se- 
poys on the fame deAination, from the gar- 
rifon at Chunar. Thefe diiferent forces 
were ordered to halt at a fecurc dillanCB 
from Ramnagur, to avoid all hoftilities, and 
to wait for further ordeis. Major Popham, 
formally invefled with the command of this 
little body, in order to fecure the fuccds 
of his operations, had chofen a convenient: 
and open plain, on the fliore oppofite to 
Ramnagur, for a battery of two mortars, 
expelled from Chunar. Thefe dilpofitions 
promifed a furc and eafy conqueft j when 
an accident happened, which blafted the 
reafonable expedlations, and had well nigh 
proved the ruin of the whole party. Cap- 
tain Mayaffre, the fenior, and confequcntfy 
the ruling officer before Major Popham af- 
fumed the command, unwiHing to lofc the 
opportunity which his prefent and cafual 
authority afforded him of acquiring militatj 
reputation, without plan, without inquiry, 
againft the advice of his, officers, and againfe 
orders, led the detachment into the narrow 
Rreets of the town of Ramnagur, whese, 

expofed 
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expofed to the fire of en enemy fitrtoiifiding 
them unieen, one huniked and fi^n men, 
including Captain Mayafiie who ccnfeimand-' 
ed, and Captain Doxat who led on the at- 
tack, were infbntly killed, and feven^- 
two wounded. Captain Blair, With the 
remains of the detachment, made a judici- 
ous and fiife retreat. The date of this maf- 
iacre, rather than defeat, was the morning 
of the 20th of Auguft, 1781. 

The Governor-General, plunged in a de- 
cided war, and anxious both to prevent its 
piogrefs, and to bring it to a ipeedy ter- 
mination, difpatched written orders, in tnul- 
t^lied copies, to our difierent military Na- 
tions, for aiHihince, to the Refidetit at the 
court of the Vizier, for a fupply of treafure, 
and to Lieutenant-Colonel Blair for an inllant 
reinforcement. Certain intelligence was re- 
ceived of preparations at Ramnagur for an 
aila'ult on his quarters, lituated in the mid& 
of the fuburbs of Benaras, and confifiang of 
many detached buildings within one lar^ 
indofure, forrounded by houfes and trees, 
which .intercepted every other proipedu 

His 
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His whdk ^ce was now rodueed K>ii^n)BX i 7 S 2 » 
four hundred and £% men. The reports nf 
an intended aifauk, enereafed with the ad* 
yancing day : and boats feen in condant 
motion on the other fide of the riyer, pre.. 

(duded all hefitation concerning a ddign fia 
probable, except what might arik in cfaa> 
fing means for defeating it. Divided fae« 
tween the dangers of a confined fituation, 
and the want of provifions, even for twoi- 
ty-four hours, on the one hand, and the 
difgrace of a flight, and compaffion for our 
wounded Sepoys on the other, the Cover- 
nor.>GeneFal mnakied during the whole 
CQurfe of the day, in the mc^ agonizing 
fufpence. But the difgrace of a fiight« 
yielded to* the foperior weight of necefiity^ 
and, with regard to the wounded men, the 
diflance at which they were quartered, their 
diftrefied fituation, and the multiplkiiy of 
prefiing exigencies which the refolution to 
remain mail have crewed, would have ten- 
dered it impoffible eidier to relieve or ve- 
mdVe them. Mr. Haftings, theref(»e, 
tiflitHig 35 much as poffible humanity 
prudence, in the firft place, <bfpatched a 

meflenger 
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1782. meflenger to the Nabob . SaadutrAlly* 
Cawn, or the brother of Albph-ul-Dow- 
lah, informing him of his refplution to 
leave Beiwas, and fecommending to his 
care the wounded Sepoys; ,a requell which 
he afterwards renewed when he had elfeiled 
his efcape to the place he had dellincd for 
his retreat. In the evening, by the advice 
of Major Popham, and that of the other 
Field-officers prelent, feparately alked and 
given, he gave orders to form their little 
corps, that they might have time to gain 
the open country before the enemy, ap- 
prized of their delign, could crofs and ob- 
llruifl his march ; entangled in llreets, lanes, 
and broken ground. They palfed a batta- 
lion of Sepoys, detached by Colonel Blair 
to his affillance, who, immediately turned 
and joined, them. Early the next morning, 
they arrived at Chunar. About this time, 
the Governor-General received a letter from 
Cheyt Sing, fraught with expreffions of 
concern for what had palfed, and general 
proleffions of jfidelity in future ; and foon 
after, application was made by the Rajah 
to fome g^tlemen of the Governor’s party, 

for 



for their friendly offices and interceffiOn in i782« 
favour of certain Ipecific propofals faf an 
accommodation. Thefe advances* On the 
part of Cheyt Sing, Mr. Haftings* from , 
feveral appearances indicating hoftilc inten- 
tentions, confidered as artifices to gain timci 
He did not, therefore, think it becoming 
to make any reply to the Rajah’s letter. 

Soon after our little party was formed, and 
the line in motion from Benaras to Chunar, 

Mr. Haftings was met by Bencram Pundit* 
formerly mentioned in thefe Memoirs, mi* 
niftcr to Moodajee-Booflah* Rajah of Berar, 
and his brother Befllimbar Pundit, on foot, 
with only one attendant. The Governor* 
General thanked them for the proof they 
had given of their attachment, but infifted 
on their return to Benaras, where they had 
a large family, which, by their continuance 
with him, might be expoied to the refent- 
ment of Cheyt Sing. But they perfifted in 
their refolution of accompanying, and com* 
mitting their fate with that of our men i 
nor could all* the importunities of Mr. 
Haftings divert them from their purpofc. 

VoL, I, Y Benaram 
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1782. Benaram Pundit, who was a man of ai^ wamt 
and eager temper, underftanding the diftrefs 
in which our fmall detachment was involved 
hy the want of both credit and money, of- 
fered and prefled on the Governor’s accept- 
ance, a lack of rupees in ready money, 
which he received in the nature of a loan, 
giving him a note for it in the Company’* 
name, and in the ufual form. 

In the mean time, the Nabob Vizier, 
who had expedited a vifit from the Gover- 
nor-General, had left his capital, and ad- 
vanced a Ihort way to meet him. The Go- 
vernor was not infenfible of the advantages 
to be derived by the prelence of the Nabob : 
but thefe, he confidered, would invert the 
relation of their alliance, and inveft that 
prince with a fuperkwity in their meeting, 
which would defeat its objedt. Befldes, 
he thought it iaconfiftent with the dig- 
nity of the Company’s Government, to em- 
ploy foreign aid in reftoring its tran<ldil^ 
. lity. He, therefore, wrote a letter to the 
Nabob, requeuing him to return to Luck- 
now, and there remain untU he, the Go- 
vernor, 
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ternor, ihould have leifure to profecute his 1782. 
original journey. The Nabob, howeverj 
on the firft intimation of his difficulties^ 
was more earneft than ever to join and fup- 
port him : a purpofe which he executed 
with fuch apparent zeal, that he made his 
hrd: ftages with no other attendance than 
about one hundred horfe, and about four- , 
companies of his body-guards, with hisufual 
domeftic attendants. Mr. Haftings, inform- 
ed ofthiscircumftance, in order to remove 
any unpleafant impreffions that might have 
been made on the mind of the Nabob by 
his former letter, lent a fecond, expreffing 
perfe<ft confidence in his fidelity# and apo- 
logizing for what he had before written# 
from an unwillingnefs to involve him in a 
feene of trouble, and fignifying his defire 
of feeing him, according to his own wilh- 
es# at Chunati 

Whatever fufpiciOns# or tendency to fuf- 
pieion, the Governor-General might have 
felt within his own breafe on this occafion, 
not of the Nabob, who depended on the 
protedtionof our government, but of others 

y 2 who 
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178 2. who were neiar his perfon, and.caideavour- 
ed to abufe his confidence, he prudently 
fupprefled ; nor did he ever fufFcr his ap- 
prehenfions to influence his adions; fince 
it was not in his power to ufe any means 
for counteradting their defigns, which would 
not appear to proceed from a diftrufl: of 
the Prince himfelf. The favourites of the 
Nabob, the companions of his loofer hours, 
men of weak underllandings and diflblutc 
morals, jealous of the fuperior influence of 
Mr. Haftings, united with the relations 
of the Royal Family, in infinuating to their 
immediate fovereign, the moil pernicious 
counfels, reprefenting the prefent, as a fit 
conjundlure for alferting his independence. 
It is a. common error, that plots are to be 
defeated only by counter-plots. Confede- 
racies and intrigues, in the paflions that 
prompt, and the variety of circumilances 
which muft concur in order to crown them 
with fuecefs, involve weaknefs in their na- 
ture, and uncertainty in their ifilie and 
tlie moft direft road is ufually . the fiifeil. 
The undaunted air of the Governor-Gene- 
jah the confidence whicli he placed, or 

pretended 
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pretended to place in the Nabob,’ the p‘r6- 
parations he made for crufhing the firft 
beginnings of revolt, without calling, or 
even accepting the aid of tributary and de- 
pendent princes : all thefe circumilances 
had a diredt aijd powerful tendency, to main- 
tain an fcendant on the weak mind of Afoph- 
ul-Dowlah, andto confine his hopes and fears 
within the channels in which they had 
been accuftomed to flow. But, had the 
Governor-General openly avowed his fuf- 
piciojis, and demanded the removal of evil 
counfellors frpm the perfon of their fove- 
reign, on the one hand; or endeavoured to 
Jfbrm a party in his favour, in the Durbar 
of the Nabob, on the other: in either cafe 
his condudt would have been attended with 
danger. In the firft cafe, he might haye 
precipitated the defigns of his enemjps, who 
might have feized the perfon of the prince, 
and armed themfelves with hiS authority : 
in the fecond, he would hpiv^; betrayed 
weaknefs and fear, which, inftead of di- 
viding, would, in all probability, have 
united his enemies in a firm purpofe, at fp 
tempting a crifis, to effedl his ruin. Nor 

Y 3 thing, 
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1782, thing, therefore, can be imagined, either 
more magnanimous, or morejudiciiMis, thaji 
the condud of Mr. Haftings, who, with- 
out either holding a parley, or inviting an 
open conteft with his enemies, rufl^dj, 
without a moment’s delay, into the fecureft 
fortrefs. 

There was not^ in roofti, amidfl; 

the difficulties with which he was envir 
roned, for the flow and indired modes of 
political intrigue. The contain of re- 
volt had flpwn, in an inftant, from Benaras, 
to Fyzabad, and the territories of Gpruck- 
poor and Bareech. Ii} the city of Fyzabad, 
the mother and grand-mother of the Na- 
bob, openly efpoufed the party of Chcyt 
Sing, encouraging and inviting people to, 
inlift in his fervice : and the ftandard of 
revolt was raifed by their own fervants. 
Two battalions of regular Sepoys, in the 
Vizier’s fervice, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hannay, ftationed in 
Oude, were in yarious places furrounded, 
attacked, and many of them cut to pieces. 
I^any of the Zemindars of Bahar, . had dif- 

covered 
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covcrd iymptoms of dUafedionj and Ic- 17 8 a. 
vieiii of men, if common report can be ere* 
dited, were openly entertained in that pro- 
yince for the enemy, by our own fubjefts* 

Through an unfortunate train of official 
perplexities, which had happened fome 
time preceding this, both Major Popham’s 
regiment, the rangers, and all the corps of 
the garrifon of Chunar, were four months 
in arrears. The Governor-General, in the 
midft of thefc alarming circumllances, when 
the war in the Carnatic wore an afped that 
portended, at beft, no more than the proba- 
bility of being aWc to prolong an uncertain 
ftruggle ; when we were engaged in a war 
with the Marratta dates, on tine coaft of 
Malabar, and with M^dajee Scindiah, near 
our own borders ; when a fudden rebellion 
had deprived us of every foot of land in Be- 
naras, and, having involved the province 
of Oude in a dmilar dcfc( 3 :ion, was extend- 
ing its contagion over thofe of Rohilcund, 
and Doab, and when even our own pro- 
vince of Bahar was ripe for infurredlion : 
wdiile troubles had overtaken, and wenp 
Y 4 ftUl 
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178a. ftill gathering around him on every fide* 
the Governor- General found himiclf On-f 
able tpi conuiund three thoufand rupees. 

Undw thefe accumulated difficulties an^ 
dangers, Mr. Haftings der|v^ comfort and 
felicf from die pi^hlic ipirit, the activity, 
and the perfqnal confidence and attach-: 
mcnt of all the officers in the nearell miU- 
tary Rations, to whom, ^ter the maflacre of 
Shewallah Gaut, orders, in different letters 
had been fent for affiftance,and from the un- 
fhakcn fidelity of the Nabob Vizier. The 
early exertions made by Colonel Blair and 
Major Popham have been already mention-* 
cd, Though every letter fent to Colonel 
Morgan, commandinj;]the at Cawn-* 
pore had been intercepted, that officer^ 

. rightly judging of the pad; mifadventures 
of the Governor and his prefent fituation, 
from conflant report and the fudden failure 
pf intelligence, widi a fplipitude ancl deci-r 
lion which refledl fqual credit on his cha- 
radler, dptached to his aid, under the eom*' 
mand of Major Crabb, two regiments of 
§cppy*i thirty European artilleiy men, and 

|wq 
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two companies of the European re^raient, 17?^ 
wfth four fix-pounders, one howitzer, tum- 
brils, ammunition, draft and carriage: cattle, 
and as great a quantity of provifions as he 
could ipare, 

He was afterwards ordered to follow 
with his whole force : and Colonel Sir Johii 
Cumming, on receiving an order to occupy 
his fiation at Cawnpore, marched thither, 
with the utmoft diligence and alacrity, in 
the fpace of four days. Lieutenant Pol - 
hill, on the 27th of Auguft, arrived with 
fix companies of Sepoys belonging to the 
Nabob Vizier’s body-guard, ftationed at 
Jlliabad. He was ordered to encamp on 
the oppofite banks of the river, for the pur* 
pofe of preferving a communication with 
that Ihore. On the 29th he attacked 4 hd 
defeated a confiderable body of troops un- 
der the command of the chief Shehaub 
Cawn, who was ftationed at a fmall fort 
and town called Scckar, wUhin fight of 
phunar, 


0<i> 
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f7Ba. On the i3fh of September, Major Ro* 
berts, with his regiment and a lack of m* 
pees in hlv^, arrived from Lucknow, 
vtdiither he had been fent fpr a guard U 
the Governor- General’s perfon, in his in- 
tended vifit to that capital. A farther fupr 
ply of fifty thoufand rupees was received a 
few days after, by the coilcdpr of the Na- 
bob’s rents at llliabad. On th^ i ith, the 
Nabob Vizier arrived at his encampment, 
which had been formed pn the Ihortfpppo* 
fite to Chunar. Mr. Haftings chofe to 
make him the firft vifit, the fame morning 
on vdiich he arrived : and it was returned 
by the Nabob on the next. On the ijth 
Lieutenant Bolhill crofi'ed theriyer and joined 
Major Popbam’s camp. 

The whtde detachment now confifted of 
one company of Eurepean gtenadiers, one 
of light infantry, one df French rangers, 
thirty European artillery men, four rai- 
ments and one battelion of Sepoys, «id fix 
companies of the Nabob’s body guard. 


. Tho 
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The troops entertaified by tbt? Rajah 
Sing, amounted nearly to twenty* 
twp thoufand, befides a great number <it 
bulbandmen and others, who volufttaiily 
took up arms, encreaiing his whole forces, 
this time, regulars and irregulars, to the 
number of forty thoufapd. Thefe were 
Rationed in Luteefpopr, Patpeta, and Ram* 
■nagur. Thole of them that were te|>xi$ed 
the beft, were at Pateeta. The great 
of irregulars, with part of thp other tro(^, 
remained with the Rajah at Luteefpoor^ 
bis rehdence fince his flight from his palace 
at Benaras, Luteefpoor, ’ lituated fifteen 
miles eaftward of Chunar, is a large fort 
built with Rone, furroundcd bills, and, 
whether from negleft or defign, poncealed 
from diftant view with thick poppice wood 
and trees. Pateeta is a very large town, 
furrounded by a rampart of earth, which 
extci>ds to a great diftance beyond it, to the 
adjoining hills, and including afinall fquare 
building of ftone invifible, at firft, to aflidl- 
ants, fortified with four round towers, and 
pnclofed with an high rampart and ditch, 
i^vhich is in moR parts broad and deep. 

The 
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1782. ‘ The plan of opcratiops originally intend- 
ed, as above mentioned, was, in the firft 
place, to reduce the town and fort of Ram- 
nagur ; the capture of which would lead to 
the repoflellion of the capital, and reftore 
the authority of the Engliih over the whole 
province. For this purpofe battering can- 
non and mortars were ordered to Major 
Popham’s camp, and all other preparations 
made that were neceflary for a fiege ; when 
the fyftem that had been adopted by the 
Governor-General and the officers of his 
party, was exchanged for another fuggefted 
by Bundoo Khan, a native and inhabitant 
of the town of Chunar. This man had 
accompanied Captain Blair, firll in his ac- 
tion, already mentioned, at Ramnagur, and 
afterwards in another adtion at Pateeta, of 
which the following is a brief account. 

Captain Blair, on the 3d of September, 
was detached by Major Popham with his 
battalion, and two companies of grenadiers, 
to fuprize the enemy’s camp at Pateeta.—r 
Having marched at three in the moaning, 
they arrived by dayrlight at the ground ; 

hut 
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but they found it abandoned, and the ’ene^ 1782. 
nay, who had by fome.mc^ns or other been 
apprized of their deiign, waiting for their 
approach, on ground which they had cho* 
fen about a mile beyond it. An engage- 
ment immediately enfued, in which the ene- 
my, furious and daring from recent fuccefs,^ 
fought with delperate intrepidity. Our Se- 
poys had begun to give way, when the 
Lieutenants Fallon and Birrel, at the hea 4 
of the two companies of grenadiers, turning 
the tide of fortune, obtained polTeflion of 
the field of battle, with four guns and 
four tumbrils loaded with ammunition. 

The lofs fuftained by our fmall detach- 
ment in this bloody adlion was very great : 
forty-eight men killed, and eighty-five 
wounded. The enemy were furnilhed with 
all the apparatus of artillery, equal, or near- 
ly equal, to the production of an European 
claboratory. It was from their cannon, 
which was well ferved, that our party prin- 
cipally fuffered. This victory, though it 
did not drive the enemy from Pateeta, and 
though purchafed by the expenditure of one 

fourth 
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17 82. fourth of the party, was yet a viftory ia its 
efle<‘ls, as it encouraged our troops, but dif- 
pirited enemy, and, at a time when the 
minds of all men were in fufpence concern- 
ing the party it would be prudent to flee ojT 
to follow, tended to form an important pre- 
^igc of our fuceefa in the public opinioUi 

Bundoo Cawn, who, by his knowledge of 
the ground and his advice in the application 
of it, had rendered eminent as well as gra- 
tuitous fervice to Captain Blair, in this as 
well as a former ad:ion at Ramnagur, was 
induced by the intereft and iafety of a large 
family, which depended on our fuccefs, and 
encouraged by the confidence and applaufe 
of the little Englifli army, to oflfer his in- 
formation and advice, on all occafions 
where he thought they might be of fervicei 
He reprefented, that, as the Rajah’s force 
was principally colledted at Luteefpoor and 
Fateeta, and was daily inereafing, it would 
be exceedingly diflicuk to diflodge him, ifhe 
ihould be fuflered to eftabliih himfelf by a 
forks of detailed operations, fiipporting each 
oth^ and combined in' a fyftem, 


The 
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The approaches both to Pateeta and Lu* 178 
teefpoor were ftrongly guarded, and ^jecklfy 
thoie of Lutteefpoor, to which the only 
road that was pradticable ran through Pa- 
teeta. But even if Lutteefpoor could have 
been carried, on another fide, it would be 
untenable, the Cawn reprefented, from the 
ftrength of the pafs, called, Suckroot, be- 
hind it, of which the enemy would keep 
poffeflion in defiance of all their efforts, 
and againft any fuperioiity of numbers. 

He therefore advifed that two attacks fhould 
be executed at the fame inftant of time : 
one on the pafs of Suckroot, another on the . 
fort of Pateeta. Of the pafs, he faid, which 
was o€ the eafieft accefs, being unguarded 
from above, our fwces might cafily obtain . 
polfeffion, and thereby gain the fame advan-' 
tage over the garrifon of Lutteefpoor, as 
the garrifon would have over them, if they 
took poflfeffion of that fort firft : and every 
.other road of eommunication with Lutteef- 
poor, would be commanded by the poflef- 
fipn of Pateeta. Bundoo Cawn offered to 
eondud: the party which fhould be fent ] 
agalnfl the pafe, by a road unfrequented and 

unknown^ 
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17&2. unknown, but which he defcrlbed moft 
minutely, and, as has fince appeared, with 
aftonifliing corredtnefsi 

A limilar inftance of this topdgraphical 
ingenuity in the natives of Afia, which ap- 
pears to be fomewhat akin to their difpoli-* 
tion and faculty for imitation *, was expe- 
rienced by Colonel Fullarton, who com- 
manded the Englifli army fouth of the Co- 
leroon, towards the conclufion of the war 
with Hyder and Tippoo Sultaun. When 
the army encamped before Daraporam, it 
was not found practicable to approach fo 
near the fort, as to determine with precifion 
the moft advantageous point o;f attack. — 
But a Bramin hircarrah, or intelligencer, 
explained every particular refpedling the po- 


* The nature of the Hindoos is peculiarly fitted for works 
of imitation by a delicate fenfibility of corporeal orga- 
nization, by that patient perfeverance, which fo eminently 
diilinguifhes them, and by another quality, if it be another^ 
namely, that they are wholly occupied and abforbed in the 
prefent obje£t. No diilr action *of thought ; no wahdering 
<>f imagination ; the force of their mind is brought to' bear 
with effed on one point, by means of deeply fixed atten* 
tion* Hence, the original model is not to be diftinguilhed 
from the new produdlion, in any kind of cloth, earth, ixle- 
ttil, wood, ot ftone* 
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fitiondf the works, an4 the nature the 178 
ground adjacent, in fuch a manner 'tti eh- 
ablcd him to draw a plan from his defcfip- 
tion. The Adjutant-General, Captain 
Oram, alfo drew a plan from the accounts 
of another Hircarrah. The two plans thus 
drawn from verbal information. Wire found 
lb exadlly fimilar in every material point, 
that, on the llrength thereof, a body of our 
troops marched in a dark night, Crofled a 
river, and occupied a ftrong pofition within 
four hundred yards of the fort, from whence 
they ereded batteries, and eifedted a breach. 

A better military plan than that which 
had been propofed by Bundoo Cawn, could 
not have been laid down by the moll expe- 
rienced commander. Major Popham in- 
Hantly faw its propriety, and j^pted it. He 
formed the army into two divifions. The 
Major, at the head of one of thele, march- 
ed to Patceta, which he took by ftorm, 
on the morning of the 20th of September ♦. 

♦ At the ftorm of Pateetai tWQ Nujeebt were WQunde4^ 
and taken prifoners. They were part oF a body of iwt 
hundred men recruited at Fya&abad* by the Begum’s orders* 
and fent to join Cheyt S^ng. 

VoL. L 


2^ 
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178 a. Miijor .Crabb condudled the other divilion 
through ways almoft im,pra<^icable, to a vil- 
lage called Lora, about two .miles from the 
Suckroot pafs, where he found a body of men, 
with three guns ported to oppofe him. TIk: 
enemy, after a rtout refirtance, by which we 
Joft twelve men, but they themfclves a much 
greater number, fled through the pafs to 
Lutteefpoor, Our detachment followed 
them as far as the head of the pafs, where 
they encamped for the remainder of the day. 

The mind of Cheyt Sing, amidrt thefe 
events, appears to have been actuated by 
ideas of hortility or of fubmiffion, accord- 
ing as it was imprerted by prefent objeds 
of hope or of fear. After the adion of 
Captain Blair, at Pateeta, in which his 
party fuffered feverely, and his return to 
Chunar, which was probably reprefented as 
a retreat, the Rajah, either authorized, 

• or CQuntenanced a maflacre of fourteen of 
bur lick prifoners, who had fallen into his 
hands, in cold blood. At other times he 
•lent letters, fraught with alTertions of his 
innbeenp, profeflions of fubmiffion, and 

offers 
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offers of accomihodation. Thefc, indeed, 
were fo ftrong, and fo often repeated, that 
had they proceeded from a fenfible ani^ 

^ manly charadef, the Governor-General, fi ■ 
tuated as he was, muft have been inclined 
to liften to them with pleafure.' But Gheyt 
Sing was a weak and irrefolute mah. He 
varied in his views according to accidental 
advices and impredions, and, in proportion 
as he was removed from adtual danger, by 
diftance of place or time, he became con- 
fident of his wealth, his ftrong-holds, the 
number of his adherents, the diffrefles of 
our government, and the power of its in- 
creafing enemies. And, whatever may be 
thought concerning that political necelllty, 
which impelled the Governor- General to 
provide for extraordinary exigencies, by ex- 
traordinary means, or, when the fate of his 
country ftood trembling on a precipice, 
concerning the propriety of fixing his eye 
for relief, where wealth, acquired' by the 
Company’s patronage, was united with de- 
figns againft the Company’s fafety j certain 
it is, that hoftilities againft the Rajah, had 
been too far profccuted to be abandoned j 
Z 2 for 
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1782. for his profperity could not co-exift with 
that of the Britilh nation in India. 

The news of our fucceffes againft Patee- 
ta, and the Suckroot pafs, heightening ter- 
ror by furprize, difarmcd Cheyt Sing of all 
reiblution. His laft refuge was Bidjey-Gur, 
a fort ereded on the folid rocks of a hill, 
rifing from the ground to the height of fe- 
ven hundred and forty- five perpendicular 
feet. This fort, which was the repofitory 
of all his own and his father’s treafures, 
is fituated about fifty miles in a fouth-caft 
diredtion from Chunar. The road to this 
place lay through the pafs, which he durft 
not attempt. But, by making a circuit 
over the hills, he gained the high road, at 
the diftance of fome miles beyond Suck- 
root, and proceeded with a few followers 
to the neighbourhood of Bidjey-Gur. He 
was now forfaken by all his adherents. On 
the approach of Major Popham, who ad- 
vanced from Lutteeipoor to Bidjey-Gur, 
without lofs of time, he fled by the route 
of Rewa, to the capital of Bundle- Cund ; 
taking with him as much treafure as his 

elephants 
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' elephants and campls could carry, which, 1782. 
befidcs jewels, amounted in fpecie, to four 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling. He left 
his wife, a woman of an amiable charadler, 
his mother Fauna, and all the other wo- 
men . of his houfe, with the furvivors of 
his father’s family, who were connedcd 
with his, in the fort. 

The whole province of Benaras returned 
under the obedience of the Company. The 
town was placed under the government of 
a newly-created and independent magiftra- 
cyj and the Zemindary beftowed, on the 
30th of September, on Bauboo Mehipna- 
rain, grandfon in the female line, to the 
Rajah Bulwant Sing, according to the 
Hindoo law the next lineal heir, after 
his mother and grand-mother, who, in his 
favour, formally yielded up their preten- 
fions. 

It was agreed on between the Governor- 
General, in the name of the Eaft- India 
Company, and the Nabob Vizier, that a re- 

Z 3 dudtion 
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jyS2. dudlion fhould be made in the expcnce and 
the numbers of the Nabob’s troops, con- 
hfling chiefly ot a diforderly and ufelefs rab-* 
ble, and that a new military eftablilhment 
llrould be formed, well appointed and comi. 
manded, efficient in fervice, and' fuch as 
fhould protect, inflead of diftrefling his 
country : and that, as great diftreffes had 
arifen to the Nabob’s government, from the 
military power and dominion aflhmed by 
the Jagheerdars, he fhould be permitted to 
rtfuine fuch Jagheers as he might find ne- 
ceflary, with a referve, in cafe of the re- 
fumption of any jagheers for the amount of 
which the Company were guarantees, thatan 
equivalent for their clear colledtions or 
rents, fliould be paid through the refident at 
Lucknow in ready money. 

Agreeably to this convention, a refump- 
tion was advifed by Afoph-ul-Dowlah, and 
agreed to by Mr, Haftings, of the jagheers 
or eftates of the Begums or PrincefTes of 
Oude, his mother and grand-mother, who, 
Rs above mentioned, had united their autho- 
rity and influence to einbarrafs the Nabob’s 

government. 
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government, and to extend and aggr^yatfe 1782. 
the difficulties of the Englifh. A provifion 
at the fame time was made, for replacing 
their income at the' exait rate at which it 
ftood in their own eftimate, while they held 
the jagheers, by making it the condition of 
the refumption, that they fhould receive a 
penfion equal to the amount of thofe pof- 
feflions, in equal monthly payments : and 
thefe, for the fulleft fecurity, were made 
payable from the produce of the Company’s 
affignments- The hoarded treafures of itRc 
Begums, at the requeft of their fon and 
grandfon, to whom they belonged by the 
right of hereditary fucceflion, were alfo re- 
fumed: by which means the Nabob was en- 
abled to pay the arrears of fubfidy due from 
Oude for the protection of the Company, 
which furnifhed a very feafonable and ne- 
celTary fupply for the fupport of his own . 
authority, by that of the Britifh government 
in India. But this was not effeCted with- 
out a temporary confinement of two eunuchs, 
confidential fervants of the Begums, and 
even fubjeCting them, for a fhort time, to 
ihc rigour and indignity of irons. The ufiial 
Z 4 and 
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1782. and ncceflary fubfiftence, too, was with-, 
held from the inferior women and children 
of the late Nabob Sqjah-ul-Dowlah, for 
fome days ; an ad of cruelty which origi- 
nated in the negligence of the Phoufdar of 
Luttcefpoof, and which was removed by the 
interference pf tbe'Britifli officers. It can- 
not, be imputed in any degree to the Gover- 
nor-General, who was entirely ignorant of 
it till it was over, 

ilThe fuccefsful vigour of Mr, Haftings, 
the, alacrity with which he was fupported 
by our military flations, the rapidity with 
which his colleded force quaffied rebellion, 
and exalted the power of his country on its 
ruins, excited the aftoniffiment of India, 
and the admiratiori of Europe. But the 
exultation of a great party in the Houfe of 
Commons, on this occafion of triumph, 
was loft in compaffion for Cheyt Sing, the 
imprifoned eunuchs, and the Begums ; in 
indignation againft the -Governdr-Gencral, 
whom they compared to Nero, Cortez, 
Pizarrp, and other odious tyrants ; and in 
melancholy forebodings of that ruin which 

the 
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the awakened refentment of all the native 178 a. 
Princes muft fodn involve, if they had not 
already involved the Britifli inteiefts in In- 
dia. They expatiated on tlie royal blood 
of Cheyt Sing, and bewailed tlie hardlhips 
of the PrincefTes of Oude, whofe advanced 
years, tender fex, and reclufe manner of life, 
rendered them very unfit perfbns to wage 
war with a difciplined European army. — 

They denied that there was the leaft reafon 
for imputing rebellious defigns to Cheyt 
Sing or the Begums, and found fault with 
whatever kind or degree of evidence wa« 
alledged or produced of hoftile intentions or 
ailions. If the teftimony of Hindoos was 
produced, they were under the influence of 
fear ; if that of Europeans, they were under 
the impreflions either of gratitude, or the 
hope of favour. If in any inftance the 
Governor- General ailed pn the ftrength of 
public notoriety, they demanded legal evi- 
dence : if the beft evidence that could be 
obtained was given,' they conftrued the 
forefight that obtained it into a proof of 
confeious guilt. If the friends of Mr. 
Haftings pled the difference between Afia- 

tic 
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178a. tic and free European Crovernments, they 
replied, that, however fedr might have been 
the ruling principle in India formerly, they 
had projcdled, and even begun t6 make an 
experiment of an oppofite fyftem. If it was 
faid that dominion, elpecially in times of 
political danger, is belt retained through the 
fame means by which it was acquired, and 
that, in fuch cafes, new experiments are 
dangerous, the anfwer was, Ipiat jujiitia] 
rtiat ca:lum f * 


To maintain a prolecution againft a man 
allowed to pollefs many amiable qualities as 
well as great talents, unfufpedted of private 
rapacity, and who, at the worft had faved 
our fettlements in India by arts exa6lly 
fimilar to th’ofe by which we had obtained 
them,' required uncommon abilities, and, 
found them. Mr. Burke, in his charge 
againft Mr. Haftings, was ably fupported. 
by many of his political friends ; but the 
moft diftinguiihed of his auxiliaries was Mr, 
Sheridan 

* This Hiaxim, which may be tranilated. Do juftict and ht 
damned i is very juftly confidered by Mr* Hume as an abfurd 
ikcrifice of the end to the means. 


by 
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Richard Brindfley Sheridan, a defcendant 1782. 
•of that Slieridan whofe name is immortalized 
in the writings of Dean Swift, was, -like 
Edmund Burke, a political adventurer, and a 
native of Ireland, though he was educated 
in England, and, for fome years, under the 
tuition of the learned and claffical Doctor- 
Samuel Parr. He poflelTed, like his il- 
luftrious countryman, • excellent qualities 
b<^h of body and mind, improved by a 
learned and liberal education : an expreffive 
countenance, a manly yet pleafing deport- 
ment, great infinuation and addrefs, veraf- 
tility and accommodation of manners in the 
common intercourfes of life, but, in mat- 
ters of importance, inviolable attachment' 
to his profefled principles. He was intro- 
duced to public life by Mr. Fox ; and he 
has paid the fineft compliment that was 
ever yet made to that wonderful man’s pe- 
netration and difcernment of charadtcr. 

He was diftinguifhed, as well as Mr. 
Burke, by learning, eloquence, wit, and 
humour, and, like Mr. Burke, he maintain- 
ed unfhaken fidelity to his friends, with a 
narrow private fortune. In fhort, the 
country, the fituation and the friends of 

thefg 
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.1782. thefe men were the fame ; and their talents 
and virtues nearly equal in degree, but 
different in kind. Though Mr. Burke 
knew how to excufe the follies and frail- 
ties of his fcllow-men, he was from the 
fenfibility of his temper, not indifpofed 
to remark them. Mr. Sheridan had a 
quick apprehenfion of whatever was either 
odious or ludicrous in human life and con- 
du(3;, but, except on the theatre he ieemed tdo 
good-natured to obferve it. Mr. ^urke in- 
clined fomewhattothefternnefsof republican 
virtue : Mr. Sheridan to the indulgence of a 
court. Tliey both of them feafoned their 
orations witli tlie plealing excurlions of 
fancy : but, while Mr. Burke often rofe 
from Earth to Heaven, and it was not every 
one who accompanied him in his flight that 
could diftinguifli the fummits of mountains 
from clouds, clear argument and bufinefs 
were always the predominant features in the 
Ipeeches of Mr. Sheridan. The fbrmer 
preferved his dignity by hulbanding fortune ; 
the latter by defpifing it. ' Mr. Burke, like 
Cicero, facrificed, at his Tup:ulum*t both to 
the mufes, and the houfhold Gods. Mr, 


* A beautified farm. 
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Sheridan, like Caefar, fought to reign in 
the hearts of men, refufed nothing when 
he had aught to beftow, and, in eveiy httia* 
tion, with his eye fixed on the objedts of a 
lofty ambition, waited in perfedt tranquillity 
for that relief which the common vicifli- 
tudes of human affairs, rightly improved hy 
commanding genius, are wont to bring to all 
diflicultles. 

Mr. Sheridan, adting t]je part committed 
to him by his political friends, on the 
17th of November 1782, at night, paid a 
vifit to a gentleman, who was known to 
have taken a very adlivc part in favour of 
Mr. Haftings, in whofe family he had lived 
in India. This gentleman Mr. Sheridan 
had not vifited before this night for feveral 
months, and the intimacy between them, 
though not broken off, had long been fuf- 
pended. The exprefs and avowed pnrj>ofe 
of this vifit, was, to talk over the affairs of 
Mr. Haftings ; and it was agreed between, 
this gentleman and Mr. Sheridan, that the 
former fhould call on the next morning 
upoii Major Scott, to communicate what 

had 
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1782. had paiTed: and Major Scott was to be de- 
hred to meet Mr. Sheridan at eleven o’clock 
that morning, at a third houfe. The com- 
munication made by the gentleman who 
yifited Major Scott was,, as he underftood, 
that be came to him with the olive branch i 
that Mr. Haftings might come home with 
perfect Iccurity, with half a million, or what- 
ever might be the amount of his fortune; 
that the minifters had ftrength enough to 
carry Mr. Fox’s^bill by which the govern- 
ment of India was to be veiled in feven com*- 
miffioners appointed by the Houfe of Com- 
mons, but they knew it would be oppofed 
at the India Houfe. The condition there- 
fore required from Major Scott, was, that 
the friends of Mr. Haftings Ihould not join 
in the oppOlition to the bill. In reply to 
this communication. Major Scott at once 
faid he would not meet Mr. Sheridan, but 
that he would go to the gallery of the Houfe 
of Commons, where he ftiould hear Mr. 
Fox himfelf : and he further told the gen- 
tleman who called upon him, in anfwer to 
fome doubts that were exprefled whether 
Mr. Hallings would come when recalled, 

that 
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that all the world knew there had been a 1782. 
letter upon the table of the Co^rt of Di- 
rectors, fince the month of September, in 
which he exprefsly defired them immediate- 
ly to appoint a fucceffor to the government 
of Bengal. The gentleman who waited up- 
on Major Scott further told him, that, if 
the.negociation came to nothing, no no- 
tice was to be taken of any offer of the kind 
having been made. . Mr. Fox made his 
famous fpeech on the i8th of Novem- 
ber, in which he grounded the neccflity 
for his bill upon the mifmanagement of Mr. 
Haftings, and faid, that his whole proceed- 
ing was the proceeding of a man who had 
drawn the fword, and thrown away the 
fcabbard. The following morning, the 19th, 

Major Scott, and the friend who had called 
upon him, metagain, when the latter clear- 
ly declared, that after Mr. Fox’s fpeech, 

Mr. Sheridan had no right to expeCi: fecrecy 
from either of them. The prefs was not 
idle : every paper teemed with grofs and 
monymus abufe of Mr. Haftings, with threats 
of vengeance, and liow and then with fome- 
thing like a promife of favour, if the friends 

of 
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1782. of Mr. Haftings would be lefs adlive. Ift 
anfwer to one of thcle paragraphs. Major 
Scott, openly, and with his name at full 
length to the aflertion, avowed, on the 27th 
of November, ten days after Mr. Sheridan 
had vifited his friends, that he. Major Scott 
** rejeSied the effer of an aB of obliviort for 
his principal^ provided he would remain f- 
** lent during the prefent attack upon the Eajl 
India Company." This avowal, written 
before the Committee of proprietors at the 
India Houfe, and inferted in the Morning 
Chronicle, was never anfwered; nor was 
the gentleman whom Mr. Sheridan had vi- 
fited, or Major Scott, taxed with a breach 
of fecrecy. 

Mr. Sheridan having failed of fuccefs 
in the charadler of a negociator, difplayed 
tranfcendent eloquence in that of an ac- 
cufer. The paft he undertook, was, to 
make good the charge of opprefllon and cru- 
elty, on the part of Mr. Haftings, towards 
the Princeffes of Oude, or, as they were 
commonly called, the Begums of Fyzabad. 
He (poke . fix hours and an half without 
producing iq his audience any fymptoms of 

fatigue. 
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fedlgjaci' lie fhewed confummatd art in 17 8 2* 
the airangement of his inatter, and {kill iri 
theconduft of the padions; making a Joil 
eftamate of the impreffion that it Was fea- 
fonahle to dippoie what he had iald, iii 
the different ftages of his. oration, had 
produced, addrefling himfelf to the tone 
of his audience, palling by imtural tranii- 
tions from one topic to another, relieving 
the attention by wit and humour. Or com- 
manding it by glowing fentiments of coin-* 
paflion and of indignationi At the cOii- 
cludon of his fpcech, a great nurhber of 
the members had the indeoenty to'clap theif 
hands, and to flamp- with their ^tand theii' 
ftaves, as if they had thereby expreffed thfeir 
fatisfa<Stion at a ^theatrical entertainment* 

Yet, although he afted the part fb proper- 
ly committed to his powers, with all this 
ability, a little recolle<£tion would have fuf* 
heed to difeover, in many infianOes, the 
weaknefs of his ground; • nor ^ would his 
eloquence have hlencedt fin: a time, 
almofl: the whole Hqufe of Commons, if 
they had not been pre-difpofed to acquiefee, 
either in reali^ or in appearance, in hif 
Vob* L A a reafoniag. 
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178 a, reafoning. Mr, Pitt, the firft Lord of the 
Treafury, jealous of the great mind of Mr< 
Haftings, embraced with avidity a pretext 
for humbling the man whom he conhdered 
as his rival, and vdled his own hoftile fears 
under the lacred name of a regard to juiHce. 
But, as he owed his jdation to the friends, 
and to the perf>nal magnanimity of Mr. 
Hailings, in refuhng to purchafe his qui- 
etus by joining a fadion againft him, and 
might ftill, perhaps, have need of fupport 
from the Eaft-lndia Company, he mingled 
praife with his flight cenfures, and fcemed 
willing that no heavier fligma fhould be 
afSxjed, to the name of Haftings than what 
might jufl: be fufheient to preclude all ideas, 
at lead for a long .time, of placing him at 
the head of the adminidration for India. — ' 
When Mr. Pitt, after an equivocal exor- 
dium, gave his voice for bringing an im- 
peachment againd Mr. Hadings, on the 
day after Mr. Sheridan made his fpeech, 

* detain fpedators in the galleiy of the 
of Commons, exprelTed tlrcir fur- 
pr^ws anf difgud, in involuntaiy biirds of 
adohiduhent and indigmttioh. Among 
~ * ‘ ‘Ihofe. 
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tliiofe whd walked out 6ri that day, ta^det 1781. 
the flladow of the minifterial wing, t&Wlfc 
againft Mr. Haftings, was, Mr. Henry 
Dundas, who. On diflfereht^ dccafions, 
had emphatically acknowledged, that, 
but for the exertions of the GoVenidt*- 
Gcneral, India muft hare been loft to Great 
Britain. Here we ftiall take an opportu- 
nity of recording the following extraordi- 
nary fa<ft, . The vote of the Houfe of Com- 
mons for recalling Mr* Haftings, abord- 
mentioned, though it oligihated with Mt. 
Burke, was moved by Mr. Dundas, who 
publicly and repeatedly decided, that he 
did not make his motion, thOtigh preflHH 
to make it by the importunities of Mr.. 
Burke, on the ground of deUnqUcncy. 

Othef inferior charges were brought a- 
gainft Mr. Haftings by iitferior orafofi.— > 

At a time When the wofld Waited" fO know 
what mark of honour thO Court of ‘L-on- 
don would beftoW on the man who had 
faved India, and in fka the fitithh etfipfire. 

Sir James Erftine, OiiO Of die fo^efeOta- 
tives of the people, pttrfued him With hof- 
tile vengeance, for not drivinrg an harder 
A a a bargain. 



1782. bai^in in certain opium and bullock con^^ 
trads. 

But, in the midft of all thefe proceedings, 
when a lingular concurrence of prejudice, 
faction, and private jealoufy, under the 
ftandard of the moll fafcinating eloquence, 
aimed at the ruin of Mr. Haftings, and 
dazzled and confounded the eredujous mul- 
titude with the boldnefs of their alTertions, 
the can(hd and conliderate part of the na- 
tion, whether in- Parliament or private fo- 
cieties, in fovour of the Governor-General 
of Bengal, urged, or lillened to fuch argu- 
ments as thefo : 

** In the whole compafs of mbrality there 
** are two things principally to be conlider- 
** ed ; firll. What are the fentiments and 
** what the tenor of condudl tha^t denomi- 
** nates onea^tion, or courfe of adions, virtu- , 
** ous, and the contrary vicious? and, fecond- 
** Iy» by what principle or law is virtue recom- 
** mehded and authorized, and vice lligma- 
** tizfd and reprobated ? Concerning the 
** lallof thelequellions metaphylichuis have 

** differed. 
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** diiK;red, and will probably continue to 4781* 
** differ: but, with regard to the firfl: and 
“ moll important, they are, all of them, 

" very nearly, if. not wholly agreed. They 

** ailign, as the ultimate reafon for every 
** rule which they eflablifh, the neccffitics 
** and the conveniencies of mankind, and 
“ readily- admit, that the firfl and funda- 
mental law in all political conllitutions, 

“ is the preifervation of fpciety. It has ac- 
** cordingly been the uniform pra^ftice of all 
“ countries, when there was a profpefk of 
** war, on public grounds of fufpicion, to fe- 
** cure the perfons of individuals thought to 
be difaffedled to the flate, by which mea^is 
** great public calamities are prevented.-— 

“ On the fame ground of public utility and 
“ advantage, villages are deflroyed, left they 
“ fhould afford fhelter to the enemy. It 
** is true, that, in fuch cafes, reparation is 
** made to the inoffenfive inhabitants : and, 

** accordingly, reparation has been made to 
“ the Printefles of Oude, for the refump- 
tion of their jagheers ; and their hoarded 
** treafures belonged of right to their fbn 
and grandfbn. 

Aaj 



“With 
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“ With regard to Gh^t Sing, without 
** determining whether the infurrxiStiQn at 
“ Benaras was accidental or defigned, it is 
** fufficient to obfervc, that having fled on 
“ the relloration of tranquillity with his 
trcafures to the Rajah of Bundlc-cund, 
“ he neither experienced the rigour of ^r 
“ government,, nor its lenity or juftice.— 
' ** Has the J^ritifh Parliament, in which we 

find the men who. held in their hands 
the rein? of Government, during, that 
** confld with fo many nations, whofe af- 
** flirting cqnfcquences we all feel and de- 
** plore, has the Britifh Minfftry and Par- 
** liament, in ah cafes, made compenfation to 
** thofe who have fuffered in the caufe of 
“ England, as ample, as eqnal, as permanent 
“ and fecure as that which the juftice of Mr. 
“ Haftings has granted to the Princefles of 
** Afia. The American Loyalifts, on. the very 
** feene, braved thefury of prevailingrebellion 
** with an intrepidity and ponftancy that re- 
preached that timorous and temporizing 
** pplilpy, that indolence and- infatuation in 
the fervants of the trown, hoth by and 
♦* land, and that cruel rage of fai^on, 

which 
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** which impeded the wheels of « weak 1782. 

** government, in more forcible ftrains.than 

** the moft piteous con^laints that couM be 

** poured forth before a generous people.-- 

** This is a fubjeit worthy of all the Mu- 

** fcs fire, never worfe employed than in 

** arraigning one of their moft favoured fons 1 

** In what pathetic accein^s might not the 

** inimitable eloquence of Burke and Shc- 

ridan reprefent the difconfolate widow, 

” fitting in folitary places, mourning an huf- 

“ band flain, an infant loft ? And how eafy 

would it be for the logical diftindtion of 

Mr. Pitt, were he inclined, to find Ibme 

** precedent or pretext for ranking the mif- 

“ condudtof Mr. Haftings, and the fufierings 

of women who had been reduced to the ne- 

“ celEty of accepting a yearly revenue from 

their fon inftead of a landed eftate ; how 
• * 

** eafy would it befor the fubtlely of Mr. Pitt 

“ to find fome reafon or other for ranking the 

inifeondua: of Mr. Haftings* and %e.grie- 

vances of the JBeguros, in an order infe- 

** rior to the enormities that dify;raced. dif- 

ferent parties in the condud of the Ame- 

** rican war, and die calamities that afflid- 

« ed 
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1782. cd and ftill afflid: the loyal fubjeds of 
Great Britain acrofs the Atlantic ? Does 
** the pittance allowed by Government, as 
an indemnification to the Loyalifts, bear 
“ any proportion to the income continued 
to the Begums ? Ladies fecluded from the 
world in the recelTes of a feraglio, and in 
** whofe hands political power and import- 
ance ferved only, by nouriihing a fpirit of 
ambition, to diffolve the ties of blood, 
“ and to .embitter the fallen ftate of their 
family by domeftic difcord ? Far different 
♦‘.from theirs is the condition of the difper- 
“ fed families of the Loyalifts! Aged pa-.- 
rents, accuftomed to receive their kindred 
** and friends with plenty and hofpitality, 
** now in the charader of petitioners for 
** fome provifion againft the extremity of 
want for themfelves and their children ; 
and the tender fex ftriiggling by every ef- 
** fort to unite that delicacy and dignity of 
** fetfterhent, in which they have been bred, 
withthemeansoffelf-prefervationi While 
fuch objeds, related to us by blood, by 
language, manners, and rcligioni by 
f* fricnihip ill-requited on our part, and 

** fond 
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fond cofidence mifplaced on theirs ; while 1778, 
* * fuch objects prefcnt thensifelves to owr vk w, 

** whence all this gallantry to Bow Begum, 

** and the women of the Haram of Sujaih-ul- 
** Etpwlah? 

Charity naturally be^s at home, 

** That which fecks objedls of compaflion 
** in anoppofitehemifphere, is fufpicious.— 

“ In the relation thatfubfifts between Ibve- 
reigns and their fubjedls, if alle^smce is 
implied on the one part, proteftioft-is pre- 
** fumed on the other. The Loylialls, thcre- 
** fore, if the affairs .of ftate, even on the 
** greateft emergency, are to be fquared by 
** the abftradled accuracy of etwnal juftice 
** and truth, have an undoubted right to an 
abfolute reflitutipn of all th«y have loft, 

** and reparation, as far as that is poffibie, 

“ for all they have fuffbred. But is it ar- 
** gued, that full reftitutiop* as well as com- 
** plete reparation to the unfortunateflfubjedts 
** of Britain in America, is impoflible? 

** Then it is admitted-, that political exigen-, 

** cies may not only fufpend, but fuperfede 
the execution of .juftice. Under this 

convidtion^J " 
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1782. ** convi^n» . then* let the- candid mind 
** jud^ of the condij<a of Mr. Haftings rc- 
“ fpefting the Begums of Oude and the Ra- 
** jah of Benaras. 

** Whoever imagines that, by all the 
**iniMne6 .wc have mixed, or that it is 
** podible for us tx> mix with our tyranny 
** over the Ph-incea. erf Alia, we lhall be 
“ abfetogain their confidence and a&iftion, 
“ is .^regioully mifiahen. Whatever aro- 
matks we may infvrfe .in their cup, 
“ the bitter tafte will ftili fo far prevail as 
** to induce a ftrong defire of cafiiag it.from 
** them whenever they can: and the greater 
“ the hope of being able -to do fo, the more 
** ardent aho will the defire. B is a 
property in human nature, , that any emo- 
** tk>n which attends apaflion is e^fily con- 
'«* verted into it, though in their natures 
•* they be wiginally difl^rent, and even 
•* contrary to each other. Hence hope is 
** able not only to infiame the dcfirc of ob- 
** laining any particular object, but alfo to 
** CKcite; anger againft the perlbn who with- 
*« bolds lit, or to heights it where it was 
** before- hand the predominant paflion. 
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Ta govern reduced province elptfcir 174^1, 
ally fuch as are remote from the feat of 
f< government, by ilackening the ; curb 
** power, and granitng a few indulgencies 
“to a fubjedled people, imperious nations 
“have always found to be difficult, and 
** for the moft part Impoffible. After 
** what has fp recently paffed in America 
** and in Ireland, we cannot be at a lois to 
“ judge of the of partial conceffion. 

** Every degree of liberty indulged to men 
“ tends to produce at once a defire, and a 
“ fenfe of their natural right, to enjoy it in 
** its full extent. 

“ It was through the grand-mother of 
Afoph-ul-Powlah, as wasjuftly obferved 
“ by theaccufers of Mr. Haftings, that he 
“ fucceeded to the rank and power of the 
“ Nabob Vizier, flie being the daughter 
** and only heir pf the antient Soubah. 

“ She is allowed to be a woman of an 
** high fpirit j and her pride is naturally 
“ heightened by the recolledion of her an» 

“ ceftry and of former times. She therefore 
“ confidered the Enghfh as the opprclTors of 

“ her 



178 ^* ** her family, ahd the ufurpers of its inhe- 
** ritance. The refentment which Ihe natu- 
** rally entertained againft our nation, there 
“ was realbn to dread, would be inflamed 
by the hope of gratification. She was 
** not uninformed of the fituation of affairs 
** in the weftern world. The crowns of that 
** monarch, whofc power fhe had long equal- 
ly dreaded and detefted.feemednowtotot:^ 
ter on his head ; and that of America had 
** already fallen. The French, the Spani- 
** ardsi, the Ckitch, the three greateft mafi- 
** time powers in the world next to our- 
** fclves, whole ftrength was but too well 
** known in the eaft, prefled with their uni- 
** ted weight on the Englifh, and the 
** llandard of revolt began to be raifed in 
** Benaras. In fuch circumftances whdt 
** confidence could Mr. Haftings repofe in 
** the attachment of the high*fpirited Bd-y 
** gum, or wliat in her numerous fubjedls ? 
** Mankind are governed by opinion j and 
the opinion by which they are governed is 
** two- fold ; an opinion of intereft, and an 
** opinion of right. Ideas of right have 
an influence on the minds of men which 

“ have 
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♦* have been found, in fome inft^ccs^ l» 
prevail over thofe of intereft. 

** Hence in all nations, and ip none more 
** than in Great Britain, Chiefs have been 
found, who, in the full poffeffion of their 
** privileges aad fortune, have flown to the 
** ftandard of exiled Princes* followed by 
** bands of voluntary vaflals. But in Afia, 
** where the reverence to royal blood is 
♦* ftronger than in Europe, and vvhere the 
*• oppreffions of Europeans, compared with 
** thole the people fulFer under their na- 
** tive princes, are greater j in Alia, where 
all ranks of men nre divided againll us by 
** an opinion both of right and intereft, and 
** ready to ftart into a pofture of hoftility 
** on every occafion where there is any 
** profpedt of fuccefs, and in circuinftances 
** fo full of alarm, why Ihould Mr. Haf- 
** tings deem it incredible that the Princelfes 
** of Oude Ihould join the general conlpiracy 
** of the world againft Great Britain, or 
“ leek for theories by which he might recon- 
** cile hoftile appearances with benevolent 
** intentions ? Is not our government over 

« the 
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1782, ** the natives of India, whatever palliatives 
** we may apply or projeft, in reality defpo- 
tic ? Is not the firft principle of def- 
potifm, jealoufy of its fubjeds? Was 
theifi no ground of jealoufy, jealoufy 
heightened beyond the pitch of its ufual 
vigilance, in the circuiiiftances in which 
** the Governor-General of Bengal waspla- 
** ced towards the clofe of the year 1781? 

If diere was, is his country, which his 
** fervices have fo eminently contributed 
** to lave, to make no allowance for the 
** force, for the violence with which reports 
** of military preparations mull have fallen 
** on a mind anxious for the preferratidn of- 
** all that Was committed to the exertion of 
** its powers ? If there were stmoftg his col- 
** leagues in the Company's ftwrice, then 
** who were perfedly undifbirbed amidfl 
** growing alarms, there was the more reafon 
** for Mr. Haflings to be vigilant. On the 
** one hand, it was at leaft probable 
** that a revolt was begun in Ae pro- 
•* Vince of Oude as well as in Benaras, 
** and more than probable that it Was 
" intended; on the other, it was poflible 

“ that 
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« 

** that the reports concerning the orders fjSa* 
** and defigns of the Begums might be lalfc. 

** If the fears of the Governor-Gcnetal 
** &ould prove to be groundlels, and that; 

** in feizing tlie refources of the BeguAs, he 
** ihould commit an injury, that injaiy 
** might afterwards he repaired j tmt if, on 
** the prefumption that their intentwns, 

** notwithilanding all appearances to -the 
** contrary, were pacific, he fhould forbear 
** to ad: as he did, the empire of Great 
** Britain in the .Eail: might be loft. 

** In our wars with the hotife of Bour- 
** bon, have we not been accuftomed, on 
** the appearance of hoftilities on the part 
** of that kingdom, to anticipate an attack 
** by making one ? Is this condud to be 
** condertmed ? Are the minifters who fof- 
lowed it with fuccefs to be impeached, and 
** thofe who, notwithftanding the commu-* 

** nkations from Lord Stormont when son*- 
** baflador at Paris, ncglcded it to the dif- 
*f grace of Britain, to be promoted and.ko- 
** noured ? Was not the condud of Mr. 

** Haftings exadly in the Ipirit of the great 

« Earl 
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t785i» ** Earl of Chatham, when, being appre- 
** henfive of the defigns of Spain, he nobly 
** dared to delpife vain forms, and by a fud- 
** den blow to prevent their execution ? — 
whether are we to reprobate the 
** memoiy of the father, or to approve the 
** legal policy of the fon $ who, as if he 
** were born to refute the dodlrine that the 
qualities of the mind are hereditary as 
well as thole of the body, condemns in 
** Mr. Haftings what railed his progenitor 
** to immortal honour ? 

Though the Begums of Oude lived 
** under the protedlion of our ally, and were 
in fad our fubjedls, they were divided 
** from the Englilh by all thole circum- 
** fiances of diverfity which commonly 
prove the Iburces of animolity and con- 
tell among nations. Though overborne 
** by fuperior power, the unconquerable 
will remained of lhaking off the Englilh 
** yoke : and who, reafoning on the princi- 
** pies of the law of nature, will affirm that 
** they had not a right to fpurn it if they 
** could ? The very circumftance of their 

** fubjedioti 
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** fufc^ftftksn was a reafoa why wa 178a* 

be j^ltius of their endeavours to overtam 
** it. TherO were more points of ppjo- 
** fition between them and the Britiih na- 
** tion* tljan between the Brkith nldon 
** and the Spaniards : and their tninds 
** were at leaft equally hokile. What is 
the magic then, in the name of God, of 
** their being our friends, allies, or fubje<3:s» 

** that fliould fuperfede the propriety of con- 
'** fidering what are their real inclinations, 

** and what their power in all fitua- 
** tions when vigilance becomes the firft 
“duty of a ftatefman, when jealoufy be- 
comes a virtue ? The only queilion is, 
concerning the difierent degrees of the 
dangers which threatened Great Britain 
from the Spaniards in 1762, and from 
“ the Prince? of India in 1781. And here 
“ an opportunity is prefented of difplaying 
** the ftrihing contrail between the glorious 
fuccefles of the Englilh arms in the for- 
“ mer period, and the nusfmtunes which 
“ menaced our independence in latter. 

** But it is fuperfluous to dwell on fe fertile 
“ a theme. For who that, difmiding the 
VoL. J. Bb “ illufions 



386 MKMOIlfS OF 'fHi 

*^82. ** illufions of the imagination, yields to tH6 
** conduft of his underftanding, does not 
perceive the abfurdity and injufticse of ap- 
*• plauding the vigour^ promptitude, and 
** prevention of the Earl of Chatham in 
** times of national Ipkndour un&llied by a 
** cloud, and condemning the fame quali- 
** ties and a fimilar courfe of condu^ft in Mr. 
** Haftings, when condenfing ftorms feemed 
ready to wreck the ftate on rocks and 
** ftioals, or overwhelm it in the troubled 
** ocean ? 

** Suppofing, not granting, that there was 
** not fufficient evidence to convidt the Be- 
gums either of rebellious adtions or defigns, 
** before an ordinary court pf juftice in ordi- 
** nary cafes, yet if the liiuation of affairs 
** was fuch, that either the «public fafety 
** muft be ruined, or fome facrifice or othef 
** made for its prefervation, it was the duty 
** of Mr. Haftings to make fuch a fecrifice: 
** and if there was an optiwi of facrifices, if 
f * was alfo his duty to fix on that which was 
the moft effedual for obtaining its end, 
ahd which could be made with the leaft 

violation. 
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viblation, or appearance of violaiionj of 1782* 
jufticc. 

** But to refume the jagheers (an e^i- 
** valent being intended), and to feize the 
** treafures of the Begums, was the moft 
** effectual facrifice that could be made. 

** It was alfo that which could be made 
** with the leaft violation, or appearance of 
** violation, of juftice ; for there was at 
“ leaft a degree of probable evidence that 
** thofe Begums entertained hoftile defigns 
againft the Englifli, and that they had 
even begun to carry them into execution : 

** therefore, the meafures taken by Mr. 

** Haftings, on the emergency in queftionj 
** were, in all refpeds, the moft proper that 
f « could have been poffibly imagined. If 
** they were improper, let the Englifti na- 
tion reftore their treafures to the Be- 
** gums; 

The government^ in Afia ate defpotic^ 

** and it is by fummary proceedings alone, 

** and a llrong arm, by which, in their pre- 
** fent moral condition, they can be eovern- 
Bba ‘*ed. 
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“ * 

1782. ** ed. To introduce new forms of govCrit** 
** ment into nations, if pradticable at all, is 
“ tlie work of time. Attempts were made 
to introduce at once liberty into Ritilia, 
** but they proved abortive ; and, in like 
“ manner, the Heps that have been taken to 
** introduce the Engliih law into India have 
** been attended with great confufion, and 
been productive of much inconvenience 
and mifchief. It is found difficult to 
“ govern the Hindoos by our laws, even in 
times of profound peace. What then 
** was Mr. Haftings to do in times of infi- 
nite difficulty and danger ? In proportion 
** to the embarraffinents of the Engliih, the 
** ideas and pretenfions of the native princes 
** of India naturally revived. The novelty 
** and the odiouihefs of our inlHtutions were 
“ more fenfibly feltj thefanCtions by which 
** they were eftabUfhcd were weakened 
** and all things feemed rapidly to revert 
** to that fituation in which we found In- 
dia, when, under the pretence of being 
, “ the treafurers and tax-gatherers of the 

** Great Mogul, we extended our power 
** over fo many provinces of Afia. 


The 
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** The Britiili power in India was only I 7§2 
** of an artifkial kind, the who’c maft of 
** .numbers, and opinion of right being againft 
** it. If the truth muft be told, it was 
** purely defpotic, and depended, for its ef- 
** ficacy, on the principle of fear. Should 
** the prefliire and weight of Gofcrnment 
** be .lellened, the fire, which was fino- 
** thered only by that weight and prelTure, 

“ muft break out with an explofion fatal 
** to the oppreffors. The feeble, the par- 
** tial, and varying attempts that had been 
** made to eftablifti a new order of affairs, 

** had not formed fuch a ftrength of Go- 
** vernment as could be depended on in a 
** new and unprecedented fituation, big 
“ with danger and final deftrudtion. The 
“ artificial mounds by which we had fome- 

times endeavoured, and might yet pro- 
** pofe to confine and lead the ftream of po- 
“ pular opinion, would give way to that 
** ftorm which was ready to fall, and reftore 
** all things to their ufual, and their deepeft 
** channel. It is juftly obfervcd by the Ro- 
** man Hiftorian Salluft, that dominion is 
** eafily prefervedby the fame means through 
B b 3 ** which 
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178a. ** which it was gained. On the occafion 
of an extraordinary and alarming conjunc- 
ture in India, the Governor- General of 
Bengal reverted to the principles by 
which our dominion there had been both 
acquired and fupported, and provided for 
“ the public fafety by expedients, which, 
in times of tranquillity, and in European 
“ Governments, might be deemed violent 
and irregular, but which, in the circum- 
“ fiances in which he was placed, were 
proper, becaufe they were neceffary. He 
burfl through the cob-web fublimations 
of cafuifts, which cannot, in all cafes, 
confiftently with the befl ends of. 
Government, be reduced to praftice, and 

“ left faction to blame, his country to judge, 
and the world to admire him.” 

But among thofe who, on the whole, 
admired the character, and approved the con- 
dud of Mr. Haftings, there were not a few 
who, under the convidipn, that the proofs of 
premeditated rebellion in Oude and Benaras 
were vague and imperfed, regretted that the 
QpvernqrrGenerd did nolopcnly avow the 

neccffitjir 
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neceffity of feizing for the public fafety, mo- 1782. 
ney, wherever he could find it. Without 
entering either into the defigns of Cheyt 
Sing and the Begpms of Fyzabad, or into 
the opinion that Mr. Haftings might be 
fuppofed, oh probable evidence, to enter- 
tain concerning thofe defigns, and to con- 
fine our views merely to local circumftan- 
ces and political advantage, it is obvious that, 
to have acknowledged a neceflity, on the part 
of Great- Britain, to feize the wealth of indi- 
viduals, would have undermined that power 
which it was intended to fupport. It would 
have anounced our extreme necefiities to all 
India: the natives would have xiiade, no 
diftindion between an ad of rapacity, and 
a feizure of property in the nature of a loan, 
or a promiflary note or bond : ^nd the whole 
circulation of the country would ^t once 
. have Ihrunk and difappeared. Mr. Haftings, 
even when the clamour excited againft him 
was at the higheft pitch, was, on the whole, 
juftified by men of integrity and fpnfe on 
this ground. In this, unprejudiced men, 
of all denomipations agreed. The propri- 
ety of Mr. Haftings’s condud was admitted 
B b 4 by 
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I? 8 2. by the moft diftingui/hed lawyers, foldiers, 
and country gentlemen. It was ailerted by 
the manly fenfe as well' as metaphyfical acu- 
men of Lord Thurlow j by the the folid 
judgment and liberal views of Lord Hood ; 
and the fair and juft conftruc^ions of Mr, 
Dempfter, In reality, even without making 
allowance for Afiatic manners and cuftoms, 
there was nothing in the condu<3: of Mr. 
Jiaftings that was not perfcftly confonant to 
common fenfe and the pradicc of all nati- 
ons, It readily occurs as a natural and in- 
controvertible maxim, that the dependants 
0f an empire, who have flourifticd under its 
aulpices in the days of its profperity, ftiould 
contribute to its fupport in the hour of dif- 
ficulty and danger. It was thus, that, about 
twenty years ago, the Britifti Parliament 
jmpofed arbitrary taxes on the Americans, 
If we abftrad certain ttccidental circumftan- 
ccs of moral and political fituation, there 
was not any matterial difference betwixt the 
cafe of the Zemindar, William Penn, and 
that of the ft.ajah Cheyt Sing, * It ftiould 
be recorded, at the fame time, that there 
was an unaffeded, though Vague and unde- 
fined 
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fined Sympathy with the opprefied Hindoos, 173a, 
that pervaded the nation. Y et neither fiioidd 
it be omitted, that Mr, Fox was almoft 
the only man, who had conliftency enough 
to talk ferioafly of reftoring CheytSing to 
his Zemindary *. and not one man ever pro- 
poled to return their treafures to the Begums, 

The fa(a is, the progrefs of luxury, in this, 
as in other nations, keeps pace with that 
of humanity. We feel a little for the^ Hin- 
doos, but we would feel more from the 
want of thole advantages which we have 
been accuftomed to draw, by all means in 
our power, from their countiy. 

As in the courle of thefe Memoirs, it 
has been to often neceflary to introduce the 
name of Mr. Haftings, who was, in fa6:, 
the great fupporter of the Britilh interefts in 
India, during a long and moil arduous 
llruggle, it may be expedled that we flaould 
give the wcnrld a more particular account of 
this extraordinary man, 

Mr. Haftings is the fon of a clergyman 
of the church of England, and was born aft 

Darlesfqrd, 
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#7??. Darlesford, in Worcefterfhire, the feat 
his anceftors, for many generations, in the 
year 1732. His family is one of the oldeft 
and the moft refpedlable in that county : 
but having taken part with Charles the Firft 
during the civil wars, many of its pofleflions 
were fold, and the produce expended in the 
fervice of that unfortunate Monarch. F our 
manfions near Barford, in Oxfordfliire, are 
now in the polTeffion of the lineal defcendr 
ant of Mr. Lenthal, the Speaker, which 
were made over tp that gentleman, in order 
to preferve Darlesford, which had been in 
the family of Haftings fince the year 1250, 
as appears by Dodtor Nafh’s Antiquities of 
Worceftcrfliire. The laft portion of fheir 
patrimonial eftates was fold by the grand- 
father of Mr. Haftings, to Sir John Knight ; 
and his father dying when he was young, 
Mr. Haftings was left under the care of an 
uncle, Mf. Howard Haftings, who fent 
him to Weftminfter fchool, where he was 
diftinguiflied as an excellent fcholar, and 
went into College, the head of his eledion, 
ia the year 1746. He there gave the firft 
proofs of thofe uncommon abilities," 

as 
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as Mr. Francis calls them, which have itS*. 
diftinguifhed him through life — nor was he 
more remarkable as a fcholar, than for petr 
fonal intrepidity. His uncle dying in the 
year 1749, Mr. Haftings was left under 
the guardianlhip pfMr. Crifwicke, an Eaft- 
India Diredfor, who appointed him a writer 
to Bengal, much againft the inclination of 
of Dodlor Nichol, the Head Mafter of 
Weftminfter, who entertained fo high aji 
opinion of little Warren Haftings, as he 
called him, that he offered himfelf to edu- 
cate him at Oxford, 

Mr. Haftings arrived in Bengal in the 
year 1750, when the Engliffi poflefled nei- 
ther territory nor power in Hindoftan. — 

He was in the interior parts of Bengal when 
Calcutta was taken by Surajah Dowlah, in 
the year 1756, and was allowed hii liberty 
at Manhedabad, a Angular mafk of the 
efteem in which his charadler was at that 
time held. At the capture of Calcutta by 
Colonel Clive an 4 Admiral Watfon, he 
ferved as a volunteer in the army, and be- 
ing the firft Engliftiman in Bengal who . 
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17^2. fpoke the Perfian language, he fuccecded 
Mr. Scrafton in the year iy$8, as Refident 
at the Court of Meet Jaffier, one of tht 
jnoft confiderable offices in Bengal. 

Here Mr, Haftings remained- until he 
obtained a feat in the Council of Calcutta. 
He quitted India in the year 1765, with an 
unblemifhed reputation, and a fortune fo 
moderate, as only to entitle him to lodgings 
in Edex-flteet in the Strand. 

Diiappointed in his hopes of returning to 
India, he had formed a plan, in concert 
with the late Dodor Samuel Johnfon, of 
founding a ProfelTorffiip for the ftudy of the 
Perfian ‘language at Oxford ; but a change 
foon after taking place in the Eaft- India 
Dinei^ion, he was appointed fecond in the 
Council at Madras, in the year 1769, and 
ordered to fucceed to that Government. — 
In the year 1771, the Diredors removed 
him to a country with which he was bcti- 
ter acquainted, and he became Governor- 
t>eneral of Bengal in the year 1772. 


He 
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He foon found’ that Lord Clive had fta- 178% 
ted the revenues of the company too highyi 
and the expences of government too low* 

The Eaft-India Company, by paying an- 
nually four hundred thoufand pounds to the 
ftate, dividing twelve per cent, on their caj[d<< 
tal, and receiving bills from Bengal to a 
very large amount, were reduced, in a lica-* 
fon of profound peace, to the neceihty of ap^ 
plying to parliament for relief, and liord 
North feized this oppcHtunity of afloming, 
the management of their affairs : an ad of 
ufurption which has been tranfmitted to 
pofterity by the protell: which was made on 
that occahon by the Dukes of Portland ai«l 
Richmond, the Lords Rockingham and 
Fitzwilliam, and other members of oppo-* 
fition. Mr. Haftings did not expofe thei 
alarming neceffilies of the Company with-f 
out taking meafures for fupplying them 

The 

* The difputes whidh at preTent pfcvail m a neigbeuring; 
kingdom* prefent* at this fiage of our narrative* ibme pointii 
of comparifon. Mr. Neekar over-rated the revenues of 
France, and under-rated the public debts and expenditore, 

A demand was made of extraordinary taxes to fupply the de« 

deficiency 
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'I'he Mogul, before the return of Mr; 
Haftings to Bengal, had withdrawn him- 
felf from the Company’s protedlion, and 
thrown himfelf into the arms of the Mar- 
rattas; The Governor- General, therefore* 
withheld from that Prince the tribute ftipu- 
lated as a condition of his amity, and con- 
cluded a very advantageous treaty with 
the Nabob Vizier, Sujah-ul-Dowlah, by 
which a part of that treafure which had 
been fo abfurdly exported from Bengal, 
was brought again into circulation. A fuc- 


deficienqr in the revenue, under the fanflion of the Notables, 
and advantage was taken of this circumftance to wreft if 
poffible the impofition of taxes from the crown, and there- 
by to introduce an innovation in the moft important branch 
tf legillation. So natural it is for popular alTemblies, as 
Well, as kings; to feize eveiy opportunity of extending their 
power ! 

Mr. Haftings, from the fame comprehenfive view, and mi- 
nute acquaintance with the Cdmpanys affairs that qualified 
him to point out the diftemper in their ftate, was alfo enabled 
td effedl the remedy. Mr. de Calonne, who difeovered the 
public embarralTments of France, and beft knew their ori- 
gin and progrefs, was the moft proper perfbn in the kingdom 
ibr retrieving them, and in all probability, he would have 
l^^trieved them, if He had not been abandoned in the midft 
of his procefs for this purpofe. 


cefsful 
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ccTsful war with the Rohillas, foundedon theif i782<. 
bleach of treaty, by the cnqueft of a rich^ 
but hoftile country, extended and fecured 
the frontiers of the Nabob Vizier our ally^ 
and added fifty lacks of rupees to the Cooi'i 
pany’s treafures; 

Mr. Haftings, by his regulations of tlie 
public offices, of the colledlions, and by 
various other cBConomieal reforms, which, 
notwithftanding the difficulties that retarded,- 
aud the temporary odium that accompanied 
and followed it, he had effeded in the fpace 
of thirty months, with the fupply of treafure 
juft mentioned,' railed the reputation of the 
Government of Bengal to the higheft pitch,- 

It was this profpdrous ftate of the Com- 
pany’s affairs in Bengal, at his acceffion to 
the chair deemed irretrievable, which en- 
abled him to make thofc exertions of which 
jfome account has been given, for the fup- 
port of oar other eftablilhmcnts in India,- 
and, in fpitc of the formidable confederacy 
that affailed us in every quarter, to imprefs 

on 
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I7I2. on the mbds of the Princes of India a iu-* 
perftitious dread of the name of Haftingsi 

The Governor- General had relieved the 
incumbrancea aud improved the revenue of 
Bengal, drawn off the Nizam and the Rajah 
of Bcrar from the confederacy againft the 
Engliih by llrokes of policy, and Madajee 
Scindiah by force of arms, effe< 9 :ed a peace 
Ivith the Marrattas, carried relief to Ma- 
dras, and, by well-timed fuccours, enabled 
the Bombay government to divert the My- 
Ibrean armies from the Carnatic, and was 
continuing his efforts for the welfare and 
glory of his nation, when the Grey-hound 
Packet arrived with difpatches from the 
Court of Direftors, tending to perfuade 
every man in Bengal, that the removal of 
Mr. Haftiugs was neither diftant nor cvit« 
able. 

He had long borne up under this counter- 
anion, but conceiving now that there 
was a determination to force him from 
Bengal, and that, without fupport from 
home, he could not expen to condud the 

public 
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{jublic affairs with fuccefs, he fcnt a letter 17 8 2, 
to the Direftors, on the 21ft of March* 

1783, in which he briefly touches, with jufl 
confidence, both on the fuccefs of his mea- 
fures amidfl: the dangerous viciffitudes inci- 
dertt to an unfettled and undefined Govern- 
ment, and the redlitude of the motives from 
whence they fprung; complains of an uni- 
form counteradlion from thofe very powers 
from whom he derived his authority, and 
who were bound to fupport it : ' and dcfires 
them to obtain an early nomination of a 
pcrfon to fucceed him in the government of 
Fort William, declaring that it is his in- 
tention, after allowing a competent time for 
the choice of a fucceflbr, to relign the fer- 
vice. But he added, that if, in the inter- 
mediate time, they fhould proceed to order 
the reftoration of Cheyt Sing to the Ze- 
mindary from which, by the powers he le- 
gally pofTefTed, and conceived himfelf bound 
to aflert, he had expelled him, and that 
their council fliould refolve to execute 
their orders, he would inftantly give up 
his Ifation. The Court of Proprietors, 
on the receipt of this letter by the Direc- 
p^VoL. I, C c tors. 
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1781. tors, voted their thanks to Mr. Haftings 
for his fervices, to which they added a re- 
queft, that he would not refign until the 
complete reftoration of peace, and the ef- 
tablifhment of the llipulated arrangements 
in India. 

By this time Mr. Fcnr, then Secretary of 
State, had formed the plan of bringing the 
complete management of India under the 
controulofadminiftration. ToefFedthis, Mr, 
Haftings was reprefented as a man who had 
formed connedions dangerous to the in- 
terefts of Great Britain, and it was faid that 
he had fo far mifmanaged India, as to make 
it abfolutely neceflary both to recall him, 
and to annihilate the Company. Mr. Pitt 
on this occafion joined moft cordially with 
the friends of Mr. Haftings, and Mr. Fox 
and his bill fhared the fame fate. The 
friends of the Governor fcorned to ftipulate 
any conditions either for themfelves or for 
him : the confequence of which was, that 
Mr. Haftings, on his return, became aii 
objed of vengeance to a defeated party. — 
But^thele political intrigues have carried us 

'•^ar 
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tit beyond that point of the war in India, 1781* 
from which they have diverted our atten- 
tion. 

A private letter from Mr. HaftingS, Go- 
vernor-General of India, to Lord Macart- 
ney, Prefident of the Council of Madras* 
informed his Lordfliip that peace was con- 
cluded with the Marrattas.' This intelli- 
gence was announced with the firing of the 
guns in camp, and the artillery of Fort Sti 
George, on the 29th day of June* 1782. — 

Sir Eyre Coote, invefted withthe powers of 
peace or war, required Hyder to accede to 
the treaty, with intimation* that if he did not 
reftore all the forts he had taken* arid at 
the end of fix months evacuate the Carna- 
tic, the Marratta arms were to be joined* 
for the purpofe of compelling him, to thofs 
of the Englifli. On this Lord Macartney 
was alarmed, and, in order to participate, at 
leaft, in whatever honour or advantage might 
be found in this pacificatory negotiation* 
acquainted Hyder, that without their con- 
currence and mediation, no permanent 
treaty, or temporary convention, would be 
C c a valid. 
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1782. valid. What effeft this interference muft 
have produced on the difcerning mind of 
Hyder-Ally, it is impoflible to tell, but not 
difficult to conjedture. 

The General, with a view to counteradl 
the alarming induftry, and to be at a dif- 
tance from the eye of Lord Macartney, left 
Madras on the ill: of July, and on the bu- 
linefs of peace, approached to Hyder. The 
Khan, grown old in Afiatic arts, amufed 
and detained him in the neighbourhood of 
Vandewaffi, till our army had confumed not 
only their own rice, but that alfo which was 
for the ule of the garrilbn. Having gained 
this point, he fuddenly required time for the 
better adjuftment of preliminaries, and with- 
drew his vakeel, leaving the General wholly 
in the dark concerning his intentions. Sir 
Eyre Coote returned with the army to 
Madras. 

A combined attack on Negapatam had 
been planned by Hyder and the French Ad- 
miral } to favour which, by detaining the 
army, the former amufed our people with 

the 
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the hopes of peace. His artifice, however, 1782. 
was foiled by the chances of war. SulFrein, 
in failing for Negapatam, was defcried by 
the Englilh fleet, and in ipitc of every at- 
tempt to gain the roads without fighting, 
he was, by the mafterly mancEUvres of his 
opponents, forced to give them battle. At 
three o’clock, on the 3d of July, the 
Englhh Admiral left the road of Negapa- 
tam, ilretching fouthward with his fqua- 
dron all that evening and night, in order to 
gain the wind of the enemy. He elfedted 
his purpofe, and by day- break gave fignals 
for forming the line. About eleven, the 
engagement became clofe and general, and 
continued fo till half part twelve, when the 
French line appeared greatly difordered, fe- 
veral of their (hips having fuffered feverCly 
both in their hulls and rigging. At the mo- 
ment when -vidtory feemed ready to declare 
decifively for the Britifli flag, a fea breeze 
fpringing up refeued the enemy from im- 
pending ruin. Our line was thrown into 
diforder, and Sufirein effedted a mafterly 
retreat, fighting his beft fliips to protedt 
thofe which had fuftained the greateft da- 
C c 3 mage. 
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178 a. mage. The vigors remained floating about 
in the utmofl: confufion, without being able 
to renew the attack. The next day, the 
FVench, without the lofs of a Angle Ihip, 
cfcaped to Cuddalore. From this nomi- 
nal vidlory no advantage rpfulted j and it 
was accompanied with the lofs of Captain 
Dunbar Maclellan, an officer, for his na 
val and military abilities, defervedly in high 
cftimation. He commanded the flag fliip, 
and was Ihot through the heart early in th^ 
engagement. 

Sir Edward Hughes, after informing the 
garrifon of Negapatam that the danger 
which threatened them was retarded, for a 
^afon at leaft, brought his fquadron to the 
roads of Madras, where he was joined by 
the Scepter, a new fliip of fixty-four guns, 
belonging to Sir Richard Bickerton’s fleet, 

The defigns of SufFrein againll Trinco-. 
male being known, or fufpedted, it was de- 
termined to reinforce that important place. 
Accordingly, about the firfl: of Auguft, the 
Scepter and Monarch, Ihips of the line. 
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with about two hundred troops, failed on. 1782. 
that expedititon, leaving the, ^ reft of the 
fqaudron for repairs in the roads of Madras. 

Two days after the departure of this rei»- 
forcement. Sir Edward was informed, , that 
the French Axkniral, with his fleet, had left 
Cuddalore on the firft day of the montli. 

On the 1 6 th, the Coventry, a frigate of t wen- 
four guns, arrived from Bombay, Captain 

Mitchell, her commander, reported, that hq 
had by the way engaged the Bellona, a 
French fliip of forty guns, off Friar’s-hood, 
on the ifland of Ceylon j that after a fevere 
conflid of two hours and a half, the Bel- 
lona fled towards the French fleet, confifting 
of twenty ,rthree fail, in Battacola road ; and 
that the Coventry had fuffered fo much in her 
mafts and rigging, as not to be able to over- 
take her. The Scepter and Monarch re- 
turned with information, that they bad found 
Suffrein off Trincomale harbour, and had 
with difHculty efcaped. At length, on the 
31 ft. Sir Edward Hughes having compleat- 
ed his tedious repairs, fet fail to proteft Trin- 
oomale, to fight Suffrein, or, if neceflary, 

Co 4 to 
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1782. to co-operate with the army in the intended 
attack on Cuddalore. 

‘Ilyder having marched to the Tanjore 
country, found that the defeat of Suffrein 
had fruflrated their intended operations 
againft Ncgapatam. He. therefore return- 
ed, diredting his march towards his maga- 
zine at Arnee. This movement being re- 
ported to the Britifh army, the General 
took the alarm, being apprehenfive of dan- 
ger to the fort of Vandcwafh. Abandon- 
ing, for the prefent, his defigns on Cudda- 
lore, he advanced a day’s march towards 
the fort ; but receiving intelligence that 
very evening from the commanding officer, 
that Hydcr had paft the Arnee river, he re- 
fumed his original route, and, on the 6th 
of September, encamped on the Red-hills 
of Pondicherry, the place of rendezvous 
appointed for the enemy’s fliipping. Two 
days paft, without the appearance of any 
lliips, or any accounts of them. But, on 
the third, certein notice arrived^, that Suf- 
frein’s adlive valour had reduced Trincomald: 
^nd' foon after, a frigate brought intelligence, 

tha^ 
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that the two fleets had fought a fourth bat- 2781* 
tie, and that the Englilh Admiral was on 
his way for Madras. Sir Eyre Cootc, who 
had fuffered about this time a fecond llrdke 
of the pally, failed for Bengal in the begin- 
ning of October, leaving the army under the 
command of General Stuart. The General, 
connecting with this return of Sir Edward all 
the confequences of a defeat, gave inftant or- 
ders in pcrfon for beating an alarm. A hafly 
retreat from Pondicherry enfued, the more , 
remarkable for happening on the fame day 
and month of the year with the flight from 
Conjeveram : a circumftance which did not 
cfcape the notice of the foldiers. At eleven 
in the night, the army encamped at Kille- 
nar, having in the hurry loft their rice and 
baggage. The march continued, unaccom- 
panied by any circumftance worthy of re- 
cord; and, on the 19 th, the arrival of the 
army at the Mount concluded the campaign 
of 1782: a campaign fomewhat refernbling 
the expeditions of feudal times, when 
kings could only keep the field for thirty or 
forty days. 


The 
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178a. The army now found, that, inftead of an 
imaginary defeat. Sir Edward Hughes had 
obtained another vidlory. On tlie night of 
the 2d of September, he arrived off Trin- 
comalc, and the next morning difcovered 
French colours flying on all the forts, and 
their fquadron, reinforced by the Illuftre of 
feventy-four guns, the St. Michael of fixty- 
four, and the Elizabeth of fifty, with feve- 
ral frigates, tnaking in all thirty fail, at an-^ 
chor in their feveral bays. The Engliih 
might eafily have avoided an engagement, 
for though, immediately on their appear- 
ance, the French fquadron got under fail, 
yet, for feveral hours, they fhcwed manifeft 
tokens of hefitation. But the ardor of our 
officers, incenfed at the lofs of Trincomale, 
was not to. be reftrained. At half paft two 
o’ clock, the French line began firing on 
ours ; and five minutes after, the engage- 
ment, from van to rear, became general.—.. 
The Worcefter, in the rear, was furioufly 
attacked by two of the enemy’s additional 
ffiips, but made a brave refifeance, and was 
gallantly fupported by the Monmouth ; 
while, at the feme time, in the van, five 

ffiips 
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ihips bore down in a crowd on the Exeter i78»r 
and Ills, and by a clofe and concerted fire, 
forced the former, much difabled, from the 
line, leaving the Ifis to receive their fire as 
they paft in fuccefllon. The oppofing 
centers, in the mean time, were warmly 
engaged, Ihip to fliip. For three hours the 
battle continued to rage, with equal fury 
and obftinacy through every part of the 
line. The contending Admirals difplayed 
great bravery and {kill , Suffrein , in the Heros, 
having come down upon the fire of two of 
our largeft Ihips, two of bis marts were Ihot 
away by the board, and his veflel foon re- 
duced to a mere wreck. He inllantly re-, 
moved his flag to another, giving the Heros 
up for loft } but, by fome negligence on our 
part, and the brave condu<rt of a French fri- 
gate, Ihe was towed round to their fleet. 

The fight was terminated only by the 
darknefs of the night ; and its confequences 
muft have been far more fignal, had the 
French wanted thelhelter of Trincomale: 
jior would the Britifli Admiral have imme- 
diately fteered for Madras, if Sulfrein had 

not 
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iySsu not been fo near his port. So completely 
routed were the enemy, that their fhips 
crowded without order into Trincomale. 
One of them was loft upon the rocks ; and it 
was ten days before two others, difmafted and 
fiiattered, were able to get into harbour. 
Theft, Suffrein didnot fcruple to fay, he 
regarded as prefents made himby the Engliih 
Admiral. 

The lofs on our fide in men was incre- 
dibly fmall, not exceeding fifty-one killed, 
and three hundred wounded } but in officers 
we fuftered moft. ftverely. The Honourable 
Captain Lumlcy of the Ifis, a very promifing 
young man, was flain : Captains James 
Watt, of the Sultan, and Charles Wood, 
of the Worcefter, both officers of high de- 
left, were mortally wounded. The yStk 
and 98 th regiments, too, loft many of their 
braveft men. 

The lofs of the French was, compara- 
tively, enormous, amounting to four hun- 
dred and twelve killed, fix hundred and 
feventy-fix wounded. The carnage on board 
of tlie Hero was fuch as is feldom ften, 

except 
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except in cafes of burning or explofiort. Six 
. French Captains were broke, and fent pri-* 
foners to the Ifland of Mauritius. 

On the arrival of the Englilli fquadron at 
Madras, their fituation was found to be 
fuch as induced the Admiral to think of 
proceeding to Bombay, and in this purpofe 
he periifted, not with (landing the oppofiticJn. 
of the Governor, Lord Macartney. A great 
number of fliips, at this time, fent froni 
Bengal, lay in the roads, laden with rice. 
The Governor laid an embargo on them ; 
yet refufed, it was faid, to give a price for 
the grain equal to the rifles of trade, or to 
allow it to be fold to thefuffering inhabitants, 
who, amidfl: a famine that raged throughout 
the whole of the coafl: of Coromandel, were 
dying by hundreds in a day. Siifpicions 
were entertained accordins; to the manner of 
the people, of a contrivance for engrofling 
the grain. Neverthelefs, the paflive genius 
of a defpotic climate confpired with the ar- 
tillery of Fort St. George to prevent fuch 
an infurretSion as would have been unavoid- 
able, in fimilar circumftances, under the 

moll 
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1782. moft arbitrary Government in Europe^ 
The gentlemen of Madras, alarmed at the 
condudt of the Governor, having aflemblcd 
together, drew up a decent remonlirance. 
But his Lordfliip threw it aCde, charging 
the meeting in which it was framed with 
audacity and fedition. It afforded but little 
confolation to dying multitudes of men, 
women, and children, that the Governor 
obferved the decency of fending away his 
carriage horfes. The approach of the mon- 
Ibon made not any impreflion on the mind 
of Lord Macartney. He perfevered in his 
views, whatever they were, and the rice 
Ihips were forced ftill to lie at anchor. But, 
On the fifteenth of Oftober, the fky began 
to lower, and the gathering clouds burft 
towafds the evening in a violent ftorm. 
The return of day •prefented the difmal 
profpedt of wrecked veflels, and dead bodies 
floating along the fhore. Of the rice Ihips, 
driven by the hurricane from their moor- 
ings, the greater part were loft, and the 
remainder ftranded on different coafts. As 
the. tempeft blew from the fhore, his Ma* 
jefty ’s fleet, anchored in water fifteen fathwn 

deep. 
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liecp, on the firft appearance of the florm, 
flood out to fea, and, after weathering many 
dangers, happily arrived, though not a little 
fhattered, at Bombay, in the end of De- 
cember. But the wideft dooi’S of calamity 
feemed now to be thrown open at Madras ; 
arid fears and future evils prelTed down the 
load of adual fuffering. Our fquadrcit 
was abfent, the French Admiral in our 
neighbourhood, multitudes fwooning in the 
fuburbs and ftreets of the town for want of 
food, provifions nearly expended in the gar- 
rifon, the land around, fince Hyder’s irrup- 
tion, uncultiv^ated and unfown : in a word, 
famine and war encircling the Fort of St* 
George without, and civil diflention blazing 
within it. 

It was dreaded at this time, that SulFrein 
would block up Madras, and that the army 
muft be difperfed: but the fea remained 
open, and this difgrace was prevented.— 

A few days after the ftorm. Sir Richard 
Bickerton arrived from Bombay with five 
Ihips of the line, without having either ex- 
perienced any ill weather, or feen a Angle 

ihip 
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1782. rtlip belonging to the fleet. After covering 
the Indiamen under his convoy, having on 
board three regiments of infantry, with at 
thouiand recruits raifed in Ireland, and Sir 
John Burgoyne’s regiment of light horfe. 
Sir Richard returned immediately without 
making a halt, that he might join Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes at Bombay, at which place 
Sir Richard arrived even fome weeks before 
the Admiral. It was, perhaps, |he move- 
ments, and the confequent junction of our 
fquadroiis,. that diverted the attention of 
Monfieur Suffrein from Madras, and fa* 
Ved our army from dilperfion* 

Inuring the whole month of Odlober, our 
affairs in the Carnatic continued to wear a 
gloomy afpedt. But, in the month of No* 
vember, they alfumed a more profperous ap- 
pearance, and, before the end of the year, 
the face of forrow was brightened up by 
the meritorious exertions of the government 
of Bengal, who fupplied Madras with plen- 
,tiful ffores of grain. The condudt of Lord 
Macartney, with regard to the rice Ihips fent 
from Bengal formerly, has never been made 

a fubjedk 
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4 fubjcft of either public accufatioii or cix- 1782* 
quiry. Neither has his perfiftence in rcfu- 
fingj to the repeated requcfts of Monfieur de 
Suffrdnj an exchange of prifoners. — Of this 
matter, as it is not the objeft of this narra- 
tive to conne( 9 : events merely by coinci- 
dence of time, but much more by other re- 
lations, it is not unnathral to give fome ac- 
count in this place, which may be done by 
a fimple exhibition of the following corre- 
fpondence! between the French Admiral and 
Mr. Haftings. 

/ ’ 

Mr. de Sufitein, in a letter dated oil 
board the Hero, at Tranquebar, the 8 th 
of May, 1783, writes thus : ‘^Permit me,* 

** Sir, to Recommend to you the Frfehch pri- 
** foners detained' in Bengal, particularly 
•* Mr Soverain, agentlemanofmyyttovihce, 
and Mr. de Goy, an Officer embarked 
** with ms, and for whom Phave a greaf 
** regard. I do not know whether they are 
** allowed to write, but I have not received 
** hhy letterfromthem. Ih^enotonlyallow- 
M letters to be written, but T have taken 
** Tome trouble to give a'pafiagp to them. I 
* VoL. I. D d hare 
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« have left ftvcral people <mi fticir par<^ af 
Tranqaebar : I have lent fomc of .them 
to the Ille of Ffance, and from 
f* to Euroffe} for example, Mr. Ghriftie, 
** Capteda of the HannibaL None of my 
prilbners has had thisiatisfadltoni 1 have 
** written to Lord Macartney, and propoled 
tahimancxchange.. Hefays, that henevef 
received my letter. But knowingmytncli-' 
f < nations, and.that 1 had written to him On 
f * that fubject,- he might well have written 
** to me. He has received the letters of Mr, 
** Motaix, Intendant of the Army, charged 
** withal powers from me, to agree to an 
** exchange^ . Sir ^yre Coote has received 
** thcd(e of Mr., dtt CJiamier. Sir Edward 
** Hugj^, daily refufed the fxchang^ of 
*• P^y aod feven. Amidft th« 

of all the anfw^s I receiyecL 
** it wa? clearly apparent, that thegf did 
“ not de%fi ap exchange. . ' 

, “ i^ving np place of. lecwrity 0 ^ tiba 
“ epaj^ deftitute of proyifions, grie.yi0fi& 
“ %,:%^he>ipihappy ipen, who had beet};, 
5 %<EiP;^yen,wn^ at die. of the. 
i feurvy,^ 
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fcufvy, I have been mw obliged, to my 1782. 
** great regret, to deliver the prifoners ♦ to 
** the Nabob. I took every precaution foi* 

" their good trmtment. I am fufe, thofe 
** who know me, will do juftlce to the 
“ feelings of my heart. Even tfti Un- 
** happy men will pity tnc, and, in thcit 
“ defpair, only curfe thofe Whofc cruel 
** policy reduced me to this terrible ne- 
** ceffity. I have entered into this detail, 

“ beCaufe I prize die eftcem of any one, 

** who is fo generally efteemed &s you arSt 
“ Lord Macartney has written to a Cap- 
** tain of the fqUadron, a kttdr dntuddied 
** fix months, fo make an overture, for- 
“ getting all that has paflfed, and atteild- 
** ing only to the intereft <A Kuifilimity. 

\ wrote inftantly to hini, to idfiire him 
** of my defire, that an exchange be 
“ made} and to apprize him, that I had 
•* no longer any coneSA iri it j ttfaf k Was 
“ to Monfieur le Maiquis de Bully that’ 

** iie fhould addtefs himfblf.” Pojifcripf, 

^ I fcild you back an unlOftuttalte invalid 
0 d 2 ** with 


} ^ In number from three to four hundred* 
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1782. « with a wooden leg; and at difittent 
“ timeS) I have given leave to more than 
‘‘ twenty Captainsor Officers, befides thof® 
“ which I permitted to be Tranquebar, 
** on their parole, and who went away 
“ from thence without any other reafon, 
** than that they found the refidence there 
“ inconvenient.” 

Mr. Haftings, m anlwer to this, after 
fefpeftfuUy faluting M. de Suffrein, wrote 
as follows i 

** Your letter, and the candid intention 
with which it was written, deferved an 
** cafHer acknowledgement of it; nor 
** fhould I have failed to make an imme-' 
** diate reply, had I not been disabled by 
«< a ievere indiipofition. 

** 1 hope that the gentlemen of your na- 
“ tion will all do this Government the 
juftice to atteft, that however I myfelf 
m^y have been deficient in perfonal at- 
** tenrion, its condu^ towards them has. 
“ betn marked with every fubftaatialefFe£b 

■ “of 



tAT< WAR Ilf ASIA. 


4*1 

erf humanity and tiendemefs. To Mr. 1783. 
de Soverain I am precluded- from af- 
fording any proof of the refped which 
“ I am dehrous of Ihewing to your recom- 
mendations, as his own perfonal merit 
** had before excited in my breaft every 
** fentiment which could have been pro- 
“ duced by the knowledge of your vviflies 
in his favour. I have requefted that he 
would afford me an opportunity of being 
acquainted with Mr. Degoy, whom I 
“ have not yet feen, as he has been :^me 
“ time confined by ficknefs. 

** I am forry that none of the letters 
** from your Officers, whq are refident in 
this province, have reached your hands. 

** No prohibition has been ever exprefsly 
made againft their maintuningfup^ jpor-* 

« refpondence with their friends, a^ ^e 
" precautions neceffiiry to a ftate of war 
** might allow. On the amtrary,, they- 
had frequent opportunities by Dahifh 
fliipsj and I believe it has been well 
** underftood, that they would not have 
f* been prfivraited, on a prop^ application,’ 
t> d 3 ‘‘ froni 
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** fronf feni^g thfough. cl^an* 
“ ndi of otir own. 

The regret which you exprefs for the 
unhappy ncceflity which compelled you 
“ to fend the prifoners of <mr nation to 
Hydcr- Ally-Cawn,, is evidenced by terms 
which could only have been di<5tated by 
** a mind confcious of its truth, and a 
fenfibility wounded by the reflc^lion of 
“ having been, however repugnantly, the 
“ inftrument of others fiilferings. It is 
** too late to look back.-- rl truft to tlie 
** gencrolity of your fentiments, and above 
t* all, to the virtues which have moft emi- 
^ nently diftinguilhed your puWic charac- 

V ter, and which are rarely known to fx- 
ift in an unfeeling heart, that you will 
exert your influence to its utmofl elfedl*, 

y for obtaining the deliverance of our pri- 
** foners who are now. in the hands of the 

V Ruler of Myfore. It i^ in my private 
f* chamflfr only tlwiti expr^sto you this 

wilh, the dirties of my c^ce not ex- 
iteidiitg to the dbjeflof it? nor is it in 
« your authority that I rely ^ its accom- 

“ plilhment, 
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pliftunfent, as you have tdid 178^1 

“ this is the province of the Man|UKi dd 
** Buffy, but on the claims which you 
pdTefs on every Chief of your own na-rf 
** tion, which youhave fofaithfullyfi»YCcij 
** and yet more on the man, wh^oim;his 
prefent exiftence perhaps wholly to yoipr 
fupport.” 

This letter, theproduftbn of an glegant 
and feeling mind, was dated at Fort Wi|- 
ham* the 16th day of July, 1783. 

From this correlpondence it is evident, 
that if the conduct of. SufFrein, in giving 
up his prifoners to the Barbarians, was not 
wholly excufable, his offence was attended 
with circumftances of extenuation. But, 
beforethefcalleviatingcijrcnmft^ces, which 
the letter here publifhfd has firitrevesded, 
were known, that.adf of the French Ad«» 
mii^l, which was regarded by every 
tleman in Hmdoflam with horrcsr, in £ng<« 
land was fcarccly mentbned, and nevw 
with any marks of difapprobatiou} whila 
theiidiculoufi cirpumftance of tyro eunuch^ 

D d 4 ~conh <^4 
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17B2. confined until they fiiould give ujf the tita- 
iures under thdr cuflody, m payment of a 
l^;aidebt, has been circulated throughout 
the whoie kingdom in terms of the groiTefi: 
exaggeration* It dcfervcs to be recorded, 
as firrongly charadieriftical of ihe times, 
that from the commencement of the Ame- 
rican war to the prefent moment, both o- 
rators and authors, by aggravating a few 
fads, and circulating, if not inventing 
many falfehoods, have laboured, with an. 
induftry that exceeds the ufual licentiouf* 
nefs of liberty and extravagance of fadion, 
to degrade our national charader, in the 
eyes of Europe and of the world. It was 
in this fpirit, that, when the Boftonians in 
1776, treated Sir Ai’chibald Campbell with 
the moft Ihocking inhumanity, a pow-t 
crful and adive party in England fympa- 
thized wi^ the Americans, whom they 
called our injured fellaw-fubjeds, and al- 
mofi; exulted in the fufierings of that gal<^ 
lant General. Several Engliih gentlemen, 
conneded with the firft families in the 
kingdopi were put to death, in cold blood, 
hy Hy46r- AUy-K'ban, or his mercilefs fuc-, 

ccffor. 
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jed&f. Some were confined, upW«rdi-‘of 
three yea^s, in dungeons, and loaded wUli 
irons, with an dlowance fcarcely fufikient 
to purchafe rice and water for the 
nance of. life. Others were compelled to 
renounce their religion and their country# 
in order to avoid a' cruel and lingering 
death. Yet no one man in England has 
publicly lamented the fate of/thefe merev 
torions Officers, and many have affirmed^ 
that their fufferings were well deferved. We 
are happy, that we have been enabled at 
laft, from authentic documents, to ptwe 
their innocence i which 4 hall, by and by, 
be done in its proper place. ' 

The conclufion of 1782 was marfeedby 
the death of Hyder Ally. His age is not 
exactly known, though it is certain that if 
was not under four-fcote. Hefpreferved 
the powers of his mind entire, and perfe-: 
verad in his ufual habits, afting the part of 
a profound politician^ and able Ccmimian- 
der, to the morning, it fsfaid, of the third' 
day before that on which hf died. 

TippocbK 
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Tippoo-Saib, at this tii^e, wa^ engageci 
in oppofing an irruption, of which an ac4> 
count ihall be given her^ter, into the 
Myforean territoiies. But, the moment he 
was informed of the death of Hyder, he re»* 
turned with incredible celerity to the Car*- 
natic, fecured the good will of the principal 
officers of the army, by liberal prefents gS 
money, as well as promifes of favour, and 
anticipated the formation of any hoilile 
faction, by the authority of his prefence, 
and an immediate exercife of the powers of 
Government, Tippoo, though the firft- 
born of Hyder, was the fon of a concu- 
bine. His brother, though younger, pof^ 
felled the advantage of being defeended 
from a Princefs of royal extradlion.— * 
Though neither the capacity nor the am*r 
bition of this young man were fuch as tQ 
imprefs theg^reat mind of Tippoo with 
fear, ha yet judged it prudent to fix him- 
^ in the adminilbradon of affairs, in tho 
furft place, and by firm polleffipn, to pre-, 
ideas of pom|)eti^n, 


The 
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The firft important aQ: of Tippisto Sul- i 
tan’s Government, was a propofal ^ peace 
to l>ord Macartney, on terms that wo?© n&« 
jficled by his Lordfhip without fnbmit^ng 
them to his Council, The Sultan, that 
repulfed, connedted himielf as much as 
poflible with the French. And, although, 
in order to avoid thfe arms of the Marattas. 
he determined, within the time fpecified in 
the treaty between that nation and the 
Englilh, to withdraw his troops from the 
Carnatic, he deftroycd Arcott, and the 
forts which he had ganifonedj carried with 
him a battalion of French troops, and left 
for the ufe of our enemies at Cnddalore 
a, ooo cavalry, under the command of Sid.. 
Saib. Thefe things were tranftdted befoie 
the end of February, 

Our army having dihnantledlthe fbrts 
of Charatiagooly and Vandowaftii. tad rew- 
Ueved the garrjlbn Velbre, returned h 
the Mount, where they encaiDped on the 
aoth of March, w On the lath of April. 
Sir Edward Hughes,, with his wtede Iqua- 
dron, came to anchor in the Road of Ma?- 

drafs. 
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1783. drafs. This was the fineft fleet that had ever 
appeared in the Indian Oeean. It confifted 
of feventeeii fail of the line, four frigates, 
pne floop of war, two cutters, and a fire- 
fliip : all flicathed with copper. SUffrein, 
not fulpeffing that the Englilh fleet was fo 
near, had {battered his {hips for the purt 
pole of making captures. It was only on 
the evening preceding the arrival of Sir 
Edward Hughes, that a cruizing fquadron 
of French Ihips palled almofl; within can- 
non Ihot of Fort St. George. On the 
night of the 2oth, the French Admiral, 
with only feven Ihips, palled Sir Edward 
Hughes on his return to Trincomale : So 
narrow were the elcapes which were made 
at this time by the fortune of France* 
from utter ruin in India, 

The hopes that were entertained, on the 
arrival pf Sir Edward, in fuch force, from 
Bombay, were fuddenly exchanged for an 
apprehmflon that a large and valuable fleet 
from England, wholfe near approach waa 
annoiu^ed by the arrival of one of its 
Oiips, ^ould fall intp the hands of the 

French 



Erench Admiral. The fituatipn of Suf- 
frein to windward, and that of Hughes to 
leeward, afforded matter of ferious ajarm. 
But Heaven foon relieved the anxiety of 
our countrymen* The arrival of the Bril^ 
tol man of war* with ten Indiamen, an,d 
three flore-lhips, gave upwards of 600 men 
to the fquadron, and about 1*000 recruits 
to the army. A French officer, who flood 
by when this jfteet landed at M^afs, ex- 
cl^med, “ There is but one God, and tfiat 
God mull be ah Engliffiman!” 

IThe military preparations for an attack 
on Cuddalore, retarded by the diflenfior^ 
of men in power, with pppofite, opinions 
and pretenfions, advanced but flowjy, 
when a circumflance occurred ■yvhich con- 
verted thofe very diflenfions into the means 
pf accelerating' them. Intelligi^nce was re- 
ceived that Sir Eyre Coote had from 
Calcutta, with power to head tfie ainiy, 
independently of the Madrafa Goy^nment. 
Lord Macartn^ had deterraini^ to re^ 
to the utmofl, the powers wdth which Sir 
Eyre was invej^ed by ths Saprenje Au^- 

thority 
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Hty of Beftgal. Tfeat-he ihiglit the moffr 
eafiiy effect this ^urpofe, it is faid, he !«»• 
foivedihat the General flioiild not find the 
arniy in the neighbourhood of IVfedrafe. 
A peremptory command was lent to Ge-^ 
neral Stuart to march the army on the 
a lit of April, towards CuiMalore. Oh 
that day, before theneceffary arranj^iements 
were completed at land, oi; the ftore and 
fire-lhips ready to accompany them, they 
marched from Tambcrain. AtGhingiiput, 
where they halted to bury th«r dead 
which, for the moft part, were Irilh and 
Hannoverians, they Were informed that 
Sir "Eyre Coote died at Madrafs, on the 
afith of April, being' the third cfeiy after 
hb aitivai from Calcutta. The Ihip'that 
caried Mm was chaced for five days by 
the French cruizers that paffed Feat Stl 
Geot^e on the i ith. Thb circumfiahee^' 
it is thou^t, tolerating with too 
an irnpreffioti on his mkid, which wstS 
lofty, ahd probe to irritation, was that 
whkh brot3^ on the third and moftat 
blow ofi the palfy, which terminated hb 
fifr without p‘suh, and' without a gtthm. 
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•On the 7th of June our army arrived 1781* 
before Cuddalore. The enemy, who Iffld 
hitherto only guarded agmnft a norllr at« 
tack, began now < to rai& works to riio 
fouth. . On the i2lh, it was diicovered 
that they had, with uncommem celerity, 
extended works from the lea on riieirieft, 
to the Vandy-Pollam Hills, which fo^«led^ 
a fweep around the Britifh front and 
flanks. To have poftppned an attack any 
longer, would only have expofed oor army 
to farther dhfficultaea* dt was therefore 
determined in a Council of War, to attadt 
the enemy the next momk^. 

. Colonel Kelly, with a brigade of nariwr 
troops,, and: 180 Europeans^ tnarched^i^ 
about midnigfat, wilhout artillery, by » 
foot-path unknown to the French, vdiidn 
led to < the irear of the work on t%ht' 

haod^ on the VandyrPoUam To 

that poib wax the flrfland leadmg ob«<^ 
jei£l Jin the plmt of eperationa, adopted by 
thnfiBas!ral,-bnt^g^ed by Kelly. • Th« 
£itr<^esuLgrehadigni about 500 rank: and 
and>the y^^vegiment, abom ^atiog 
- .i. with 
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J7S3. with two battalions of fepoys, covered by 
the fire of a battery of fix 18 pounders, 
were to wait the fuccefs of Colonel Kelly, 
and ftorra the intrenchments to the ehe- 
Hiy’s right. The imm^iate fuccefs of 
this w'as to be followed by aflaults on their 
left and centre, fupported by the Hanno- 
verians. 

On the 13th o^ June, as the day began 
to dawn, a cannonade from the 18 poun- 
ders, and from feme field-pieces brought 
up by that valuable Artillery Officer, Ma- 
jor Mackay, opened at Point Blank, and 
from commanding heights ujponthe works 
to the enenSy’s right. Colonel Kelly’s co- 
lumn, foon after appearing in their rear, 
they were firuck with terror and furprife, 
fled froni their ftrong-^poft on the Van- 
dy-PoUanl Hills, and retired in confufion 
to their fecond work, leaving two 6 pound- 
ers, and feveral guns, to be poffelfed by our 
in4n, upon the intrenched ground below. 
Colonel Kelly did not purfue this blow, 
but remained, according to ordm, in die 
pofiLthut had been occupied by the Freneh, 

the 
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the reft' of the ^y. Nor <iid the troops 178J, 
uhder Colond Stuart itiake any ihove- 
rmeitt, when that poft fell into out poflef- 
fioh. But the 73d regiment, led on by 
Mzgor Lamont, made a refolute Attempt ' 
to ftorm the 'enemy's fecond works. They 
were driven back, by grape Ihot, to the 
ground from which they had .advanced, 
where they waited for the general attack. 


The battery of the 13 pounders, which 
had opened from a commanding height, 
and driven the enemy from their firft poft, 
having ceafcd to fire, that eminence was 
chofen by the General as a fit place for th^ 
purpofe of making fignals. Word was feni 
round throughout the troops, that the Ge- 
neral would fire three field-pieces from the 
hill, as notice for a general and connected 
attack. But it was impoffible that our of- 
ficers liiould diftinguiih the found of the 
fignal-guns from that of thofe that were 
firing all around them. The three intended 
attacks, therefore, did not comhience to- 
gether. It was upon feeing the centre en- 
gaged, that Colonel StUart guefl^ that 
VoL. I. E e th« 
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;783. the general lignal had been made. Ouf 
troops waited no longer for lignals, but 
ftood to their arms, and moved on to the 
attack, through a deep fand, with too 
eager rapidity. But the movements of our 
different battalions were found to want 
due fyftera and conne6lion* Before the 
grenadiers and the 73d regiment came 
up, the intended affault againft the ene- 
my’s left wing had mifearried, and that 
which was made on their centre, had given 
way to their heavy fire. The enemy, eager 
to complete the rout, quitted their works 
to purfue, and thus fully committed the 
bufinefs of the day to the decifion of va- 
lour and of fortune. In the mean time, 
the troops under Colonel Stuart moved 
forward into the fecond works, which the 
enemy had abandoned. This movement 
threw the French into confufion, forced 
them to retire in their turn, and fixed the 
refult of this disjointed feene in favour of 
the Englifh. The honour of t^s day 
would bave been greater, had the batta- 
lions of the right of our line rallied, and 
returned to the charge. The grenadiers 

of 
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of the 73d regiment continuing to ad- 1783* 
yance, carried the Choultry, which tiicj’ 
called Brickmir’s Poll:. Behind this Choul- 
tiy, the French formed themfelves in Or- 
der of battle^ and, having nothing ferioUs 
to Contend with elfewhere, they came on, 
and poured in upon tliis party fevere 
Ihowers of all kinds of Ihot. The poll 
was maintained by our men for a confide- 
rable time. The fire growing heavier and 
heavier on the grenadiers. Colonel Stuart 
ordered thena to fall back. Major Lamont, 
the fenior officer of the 73d, on feeing 
their ground occupied by the enemy, 
alfo retired, in tolerable order, after hav- 
ing loft thirteen officers, and half the 
number of the contmon foldiers. Seven 
field-pieces, that lay about Brickmi’rs 
Poll:, after they had fallen into the hands 
of our men, were left, and recovered 
by the enemy. It was agreed, on all 
hands, that if it had not been for the ex- 
ertions of the 73 d regiment, under Major 
Lamont, and the grenadiers under Colonel 
Cathcart, our army muft have been cap- 
tured, or cut to pieces. 

Eea - Th« 
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1783. The memorable 1 3th of /une 1783, pi%-* 

fented a battle in fragments. The even-- 
ing broke it off, leaving the Englifh army 
in poflefljoii of the Vandy-Pollam Hillsy 
the enemy’s fecond works, and about 
twenty guns. Praife, a little tinged with 
cenfure, is doe to both iides : to the 
F rench, for fo well defending fuch extended 
and ilnfiniftied trenches, after being fur- 
pri2^ from their moft advantageous fitu- 
ation, and lofing, without reliftance, a 
number of guns, and the only work they 
had completed : to our men, for main- 
taining the ground which gained the day, 
after encounterh^ him where he was 
ftrongeft, .inftead of making their attack, 
and purfuing their advantage, where he 
was moft vulnerable. For the time that 
this ad;ion lafted, and for the fmall num- 
ber of troc^s that were aftually engaged, 
nothing more hot and Moody had happened 
during the courfe of this war. Nine hun- 
dred afid twenty-one of our Ibldiers, and 
^^yntwo Officers, moft of them Euro- 
pi^s, and of the King’s troops, w^e 1 ^ 
dead,br mortally wounded, th ^e held of 

battle. 
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tmttle. Among the galtantihdividstdkldl 
to their friends, and the Company’s 
on that day, were C^tmn Walter 
And Captain Petar Campbell. 

During the night of the 13th, thc^Eng 4 » 
lilh lay upon their arms in a poftufe of 
defence, > expedidg that tile enemy, who 
knew the fatigued ftate of our troops,- 
would attempt to recover, by mi attack iiv 
the night, the ground they had loft in tho 
aftion.of the day. This meafure was in 
fad ftrongly recommended in a Council^ 
of War, by almoft all their officers ; but 
the old and infirm Marquis de Bufly, who* 
began now to contemplate objeds through 
the mift of age, and law only ^e hazards 
againft himfelf, cautioufly carried oft^eyery 
thing, while it was dark, within the 
of Cuddalore. Nothing more material 
than the common operations of breakaBi* 
ground, came to paft for thr^ days. 

But the fea,. on the 17th, prefented a 
moft intereftingfpedacle, both totheenct 
my and our army. It was Sir Edward' 

E e 3 Hughes 
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1783. Hughes and Monf. Suffrein manceuvring 
with the Englifli and French fleets. Suf-r 
frein, with fifteen of fhips, half of 
them in very, bad condition, made a ihew 
of an intention to attack Sir Edward, who, 
with eighteen fail of coppered fliips, (but 
their crews greatly debilitated by ficknefs) 
lay at anchor, covering the operations of 
the army. The next day, Hughes w^s 
out of fight, and before night, Suffrein rode 
at anchor in the place Sir Edward had left. 
On the 19th, both fleets were in, view of 
tiie camp. On. the 20th, Suffrein, being 
to v/indward, bore down on the Englilh 
fleet. Sir Edward waited for him j and, 
between four and five in the afternoon, a 
heavy cannonade commenced on both 
fides, which was kept up without inter- 
mj^fion. The enemy then, who had kept 
at a prudent dillance during the whole of 
the engagement, bawling their wind, 
Iheered off, and were difcovered next day 
at anchor, in the Road of Pondicherry. 
Ijfei'e the Englilh Admiral, for a whole 
day, offered battle. He then failed for. 
for a neceffary fupply of water. 

1 Monir. 
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Monf. de Suffi'cin, with his crazy fleet, 17^3* 
beat up againft the wind, and, on the 23d, 
ftationed his fliips, at anchor, in a line co- 
vering Cuddalore. The French forces, at 
feaand land, harmonious, and confiftent 
in their operations, now threatened our 
army, weakeiled by battle and fevere duty, 
infomuch that they had not reliefs for the 
trenches, and the neceflary guards. Sal- 
lies weie therefore expefted, and our men 
were not unprepared for that which was 
made on the 25th. On the morniag of 
that day, while it was yet dark, the enemy 
came on, in lb loofe and undilciplined a 
manner, that they were beat back with 
lofs and difgrace. Colonel Gordon com- 
manded in the trenches, allifted by Co- 
lonel Cathcart, who, with his grenadiers, 
fupported and repelled every alarm. "Mle 
loft Major Cotgrave, with about feventy 
men. The French about 300, with their 
Commandant, a Colonel, who was taken 
prifoner. Colonel Stuart and every Field- 
Officer received the General’s animated 

thanks for the fuccefs of our arms. The 

* 

^hole army on this, as on other 0Gcalkm»» 
p e 4 admired. 
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Qathcart, who united naartiiaiicourage with, 
military Ikill, and the proper pride of fa- 
mily with that modefty which becomes a 
fidlow-citi^eiirofa free country. 

The French General and Admiral, who 
knew the ftate of our army, determined to 
make a. new and more vigorous fally. It 
was to confift of 5,0.00 Europeans, and to 
be made on the 4th of' July : but, on the 
34 the Medea frigate arrived with a flag 
V of truce from the Government of Madrals, 
rjequiring a fiafpenfion of hoftilities, as- a 
general peace had taken place in Europe. 
The application they made was in thefe 
words, “ That th^, on their part, had 
‘‘ ordered a fufpenfion unconditionally, 
‘s and indepe^idently of any refolution that 
“ might be taken by the Marquis de 
Fufly.” The Marquis having agreed to 
the fnfpenflon, above half the army marched 
to reinforce that which was commanded by 
(lolionel; FnUarton, in Taiy©re ; the re- 
msthdng; paTit' encamped" ou the- 17th. of. 
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lied onr with Tippoo^aib, vvho,^, 
with, the retreat of one Engljih JMsnf lOn 
the coad: of Malabar, and die captui^^af 
another, was by tliis time employed i^lh<^ 
liege of Mangalore ; the defperate defence 
of wliich, condi^ifted by the gallant' Color 
nel Campbell, will probably be confideted 
by future liiftprians, for whom it is our 
objedt to tranfmit thefe notes, aa the mpft 
brilliant fcene in the whole courle of thia 
war. The fucceffes of Colonel Campbell 
fprung wholly, from the refourcep of his 
own manly and perfeveringfpirat, Thou^: 
from a combination' of mifmanagfmeut 
and misfortune, this intrepid Oihcer was- 
left to his fate, he did not- capitulate-b^afs 
his faithful garrifon were reduced- to 
laftpintof riccj or before. they Jiad fs4;cm< 
the putrid carcafes of. animals, l^di in. 
averhon and horrors or* before; ar largo 
force, fent to their aid , from^Bojasbliyi. had 
anchored before Mangalore„. taht^ing: 
the garrifon for three days, with tthe.deli*- 
five hope of relief. But thefe are matters 
which deferve to be more minutely related* 

k 
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ijSj. It will tlierefore be proper to relume our 
narrative, of what paffed on the Coaft of 
Malabar, from the reduftion of Calicut by 
Majcw Abingdon : and for this end, it will 
beneceffiu’y to go back to that military and 
naval forcd, originally intended for the re- 
duffion of the Cape of Good-Hope, which 
iailed from Engkndin 1781, 

In the beginning of 1780, a feeret ex- 
pedition was planned by his Majefty and 
Privy Council, the objefl of which was ge- 
nerally fuppoled to be fome of the Spanifh 
Settlements in South America. The new 
regiments of 1,000 men each, named the 
98th and the looth, were completed ii^ 
January, 1781, and put under the com- 
mand of Mr. Mackenzie Humberftone, a 
young gentleman of the family of Sea- 
forth, and Mr. William Fullarton, who 
badjhgnalized both his ability and his zeal 
in the fervice of Lord North’s Adminif-^ 
tratioii,' in a civil capacity.* To tliefe 
trbojps, • quickly difci|>lihed, were added, 
•j , ■ the 

• Geritteinch> ^ho had been at great expence 

in railing and difcipliniiig the troops, were allowed the 
^nk of Lieuten ant- Colonel durin g t he time of t he war on ly , 
^ like conchtion was granted to the Laird of Macleod^ 
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the 2d battalion of the 42d regunent, «nr ijSj* 
der the command of Mr. Norman MaiC*i 
leod, a Gentleman of the Ide of Sky, ono 
of the Iflands on the Weilern Cosdh^ 
Scotland j four companies from other kh 
gimenls, commanded by Major Robert 
Douglas, with a detachment of royal ar-, 
cillery, under Lieutenant Hiflop. The 
whole of this force was to be headed by 
Major-General William Meadows, an Of^ 
ficer of approved abilities. The fleet 
which carried it from Spithead in March, 

1781, was commanded by Commodore 
Johnftone, an Qfficer who poilefied the ror 
putation of great adliyity and intrepid, 
courage. It cpnfiiled of two, ftiips of the 
line, three of 50 guns, three frigates, of 
32 guns, two floops of war, two en- 
ters, the Infernal fire-fhip, and.Tr/r^ 
bomb-ketch, two- ordnance . ftore-lhips, 
feven armed transports, with coppe^^ 
bottoms, fpur hjred uncoppcred tran-. 
fports, five viduallers, and thirteen In- 
diamen : the whole maklBg forty -five 
fail, replete with tropps, andiftores of eve-t 
ry kind for a long voyage, and i,ooa 

itaud 
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ftand' of arms, This fleet anchored iii 
Praya Bay, in the lfland of St. Jago, one 
oftheCapede Verds, on the loth of April, 
Qn^the i6thj at eight in the morning, the 
Ihs, being the fhip that was Rationed the 
furtheft out at fea, mgde a fignal that there 
was a ftrange fleet in fight. All Officers 
were immediately- ordered to repair on 
board. ; and about nine, a fleet of fifteen 
fail being now in view, a fignal was made 
to clear the fhips for adlion. The flrange 
fleet now feparated into twp flivifions; 
one of ten, the other of five fhips. The 
. firft was a convoy j the laft, fhips of war. 
At half: pafl; nine, the headmofl of thefe 
Ottered the Bay, under French coloursj 
other four following in a line a-head. 
Itwas the French fleet under the command 
pf the celebrated Suffrein. He Ipft not a 
moment to begin a'furious attack on the 
Bngflili,. who referv^ their fire, from a 
notioii that f;he French Admiral would 
na4 byeommitting.hoftiJities in a peutral 
tjiolate tlw laws pf nations. The 
i^tifh ifket, tlujagh fearccly yet clear for 
fftion, »Jd vwth feven hundred pf their 
> heft 
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bcft feamen on fliore, opened onthe cne- 
my, and returned their fire with eqi;al vi- 
gour. The action was continued Iwidfei 
great heat about an hour, when the French 
Commander gave the fignal for his feet to 
bear away, and purfue their deftination* 
It was paft three o’clock afternoon, before 
our fquadron flipt their cables to go in 
purfuit of them, though they had ieized 
and carried off the Infernal fire-fhip, and 
the Hinchinbrook Indiaman, as well aa 
taken one of their own difabled. fhips in 
tow, and given orders to one of our vic- 
tuallers, that they Had manne4> to follow^ 
which Ihe was doing. They came abreaft 
with the enemy, by the time the fun was 
going down, about fir o’clock. Though 
©m Commodore was to the windward -of 
the Frencli, he did not bring tliem to sai 
a6tion. He kept abreaft of them till mid-» 
night ; but in the morning not one of 
them was to be feen. The three fhipa 
feizedby the French found means to make 
tlieir efcapej and came fafely into the Bay 
of Praya fome days sdter. 


Oh 
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1783. On the I ft day of*' May, our fleet, bein^ 
now nearly rcfittedj was ordered to un-^^ 
moor, and, the next morning, to weigh 
anchor. About four o’clock afternoon the 
whole fleet was under fail. The north- 
eaft trade-wind carried them within thirty 
degrees of the line j after which another 
trade-wind brought them to the Ifland of 
Trinidada, a roman tfc but defolate ifland, 
claimed by the Portugueze as the firft dif- 
coverers, oppofite to the coaft of South 
America. They lay in fight of that ifland 
for two days. Hitherto, both our Officers 
and men were ignorant of their deftina- 
tion : but ndw, the fleet proceeded in a fouth- 
eafterly courfe, avowedly for the Cape 
of Good Hope. The troops being re- 
moved, on the 19th of June, out of eight 
Indiamen, andcrouded into the other fliips 
of the fleet, thofc Indiamen purfued their 
. voyage : and one Indiaman having parted 
from our fquadron on the 2j;th of May, 
for St. Helen’s, there remained now only 
four out of the thirteen which failed from 
Spithead, namely, the Ofterley, Latham, 
Locko, and Valentine. A Dutch prize was 

brought 



iATl ‘VTAR 1N A$I^. 44^ 

brought into our fleet on the i ft of July* by 1783. 
fome of our frigates. The Dutchman being 
outward-bound, had on board 6o,oooi. 
in bullion: but, what was of greater con- 
fequence to our fleet, now within lixty- 
iive miles of the Cape, the packet which 
it carried, contained information of con- 
liderable importance to the attainment of 
their chief obje6l. Suffrein, withliis fliips 
of war, a'frigate, and one or two of his 
tranfports, had arrived in Falfe Bay. The 
guns and men of the difabled ftiip of 
war, called the Hannibal, which he had 
dragged along with the reft of Iiis fqua- 
dron under jury mafts, were landed, and 
placed in ftrong batteries erefled on pur- 
pofe for receiving them. In the Bay of 
Saldannah, from twenty to twenty-Sve 
leagues diftant, five homeward-bound 
Dutch Indiamen had taken Ihelter, and, 

.as foon as they ftiould be informed that 
the Englifh were arrived off the Cape* 
they were to flip out, and fail directly for 
Europe. In confequence of this intelli- 
gence, the fleet , lay to, the night of the 
9th, and all the loth, in order to delibe- 
' rate 
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ratewhatwasbefttobexione. On theaifl:, 
about ten in the forenoon, they entered 
Saldannah Bay, where they took, almoft 
without refinance, the five fiiipis of which 
they had received fuch exaft intelligence, 
with two of finaller value. The whole 
were eftimated confiderably above 8oo,oooI. 
but one of them was burnt by her crew, 
and two of them unfortunately loft in 
their palTage to England. On the 26th, 
the prizes, with Tome ti anfports, and on 
the 28th, Commodore, Johnftone, with 
all the fhips of war, excepting four, hav- 
ing previoufly condudled what remained 
of the fleet, pafled Table Land and Falfe 
Bay. The General, while our fleet lay yet 
in Saldannah Bay, demanded of the Com- 
modore in public, becaufe he found it a 
very difficult matter to obtain an official 
anfwer from that imprailicable man on 
any. fubjeft , whether he would land him 
and his foldiers in Table Bay. The Com- 
modore replied in the affirmative} but 
added, that he would not ftay a moment 
to aid him, in cafe of difcomfiture. 


The 
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Irhe fame packet which fortunately di- 1783. 
feiled Commodore Johnftone to Saldannah 
Bay, determined General Meadows to go 
onward to India. For he had gleaned from 
fundry Dutch letters, Ibme intelligence, 
though imperfe(9:, of the war with Hyder- 
Ally, the capture of Colonel Baillie's army, 
and the diftrefs of the Englifh fettlements 
in that part of the world. Our reduced 
fleet now confifted of the Hero, Monmouth, 
and Ifis {hips of war, the coppered tranfports, 
the four hired tranfports, the two ordnance 
ftore-fhips, and four Indiamen : the whole 
now under the command of Captain James 
Alms of the Monmouth. The Adtive fri* 
gate had been fent forward to India with 
difpatches. The Prince of Ternate, with 
his three fons, and the Prince of Tidore, 
with his only fon, who were relieved frorti 
bondage with the Dutch at Saldannah, were 
taken on board the Hero, to be reftored to 
their friends and the poATeflion of their ter- 
ritories. The firft of thefe unfortunate fa- 
milies had been brought prifoners to the 
Cape fix years before, and the lafl: had 
been there three years. It was the inten- 

VoL. I. F f tion 
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1783. tion of the Dutch to have fent thofc cap- 
tVes, whofe only crime was their oppofi* 
tion to the tyranny of their oppreffors, to 
Europe in the feme fliips that were feized by 
our fquadron at Saldannah. 

Comodore Alms, with all the Uiips un* 
der his command, anchored fafely ill die 
bay of Zamooda, off the watering-place in 
Johanna, the chief of the Gomorrah illands* 
lituated between Madagafcar and the coaft 
of Africa, on Sunday the zd of Septem^ 
bcr. Here he landed all his fick men, con- 
fifting in one third of tl» fleet and army. 
They were afflidted chiefly with the feurvy : 
but not a few with dyfenteries and ulcers. 
The greateft part of all our invalids reco- 
vered during the twenty-two days, tliey re- 
mained ill that delightful place. 

The Hand of Jolianna is .moft romantically 
beautiful, being very mountainous, yet ex- 
ceedingly fertile. It produces excellent 
black cattle, from four to fix dollars each, 
goats at one dollar, a great deal of wild game, 
and a great variety of delicious fruits and 

’ Hs: 
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■herbs j pine-apples, guavas, pappas, mam- 1-783. 
mas, bananas, oranges, limes, cocoa-nuts, 
pompkins, melons, fugar-canes, ribe, yams, 
potatoes, purHain, and wild crelTes. ’Atidf, 
to crown the whole, the water is excellent. 
Strangers are furprifed to find almoft every 
black inhabitant of this lequeftcred ifland 
Ipcak tolerably gjood EngUlh. The gran- 
dees, here, are a let of Arabian Muflul- 
men, who have afiumed authority over the 
fimple natives. The Arabian Lords of 
Johanna have, every one of them, alTumed 
the name of fome noble Englilh iamily. 

The Prince’s firft fon is fiimiliarly called the 
Prince of Wales ; and there are Dukes, and 
Marquifles, and Earls amongft them " by 
fcores. It is very common to find , a Duke 
or Marquis waiting for your getting up in 
the morning to folicit your cloaths* to walh, 
which is done by their flaves. They are 
exceedingly covetous of money ; nor would 
a Johanna nobleman fcruple much to fteal, 
if he had a tempting opportunity. The 
natives are of the African race. They arc 
very rude, though by no means favage, 
and have fcarcely any ideas of religion., 

F f 2 They 
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1783. They nurfe a fpccies of duck upon afacrcd 
lake in the centre of the ifland, to which 
they do not admit ftrangers without great 
reluctance. They pay thofe birds a kind of 
adoration. The animals are fo familiar as 
to come to their worlhippers and eat put of 
their hands. The ifland of Johanna being 
the largeft, aflhmes authority over the other 
Comorrah iflands. But ^t this time that 
authority was vigoroufly difputed by the in- 
habitants of Mayotta, who, having heard 
of the revolt of our tranfatlantic colonies, 
laid, “ Mayotta like America.” 

On the 24th of September, our fleet fliil- 
cd from Johanna, and purfued their defla- 
nation. A moft alarming fever attacked 
fuch of tliole as had, when on lliore at 
Johanna, flept on the banks of two rivu- 
lets at the watering-place, whilfl; thofe who 
had pitched their tents at a diftance from 
them remained well. This malady carried 
off great numbers of officers and men, of 
both the navy and army. The 42d regi- 
ment fuffered moft, having been encamped 
en the banks of one of the rivulets. After 

a calm. 



a calm, which lafted from the 1 1 th of Oc- 
tober to the 5 th of November, thfc Ihifting 
of the Monfoon obliged them, though only 
two hundred and lixty leagues from Bom- 
bay, to fteer in a north-eafterly courfe, 
which brought them within fight of the 
land of Arabia Felix on the 15th. They 
beat off and On the Arabian coaft, endea- 
vouring to work to the eaftward, but 
without fuccefs till the 26 th, when they 
ttood in, and anchored in Morahat Bay. 
The Indiamen, having taken the 42d regi- 
ment on board out of the tranlports, fell to 
leeward, and went to Kiflin Bay, in expec- 
tation of joining Admiral jHughes’s fleet at 
jBombay. 

At Morabat there was nothing to be had 
but a few half-ftarved goats, and very fmall 
lean bullocks with caravanferas, and fome 
dried grafs from the mountains for fodder. 
Fowls are very fcarce and confcquently dear. 
There is hardly any fruit or grain of any 
kind, except a little caravanferas. What 
rice the Arabians have, is brought from the 
coafl: of Malabar. They produced fome 
F f 3 preferved 
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1783. preferved dates, ind fome bad limes. Their 
water is brought from mountains five miles 
difiant, either by their women, or on the 
backs of camels. Our men funk a great 
number of calks in the fand, from whence 
they obtained abundance of brakilh water, 
which was found not unwholelbqi^ during 
the remainder ^ the voyage. 

The poor inhabitants were aifionilhed at 
this, and the Sheik, or Chief Perlbnage in 
that part of the coaft, requefted as a mighty 
favour, that four or five calks might be left 
as a common blelfing to him and his people ; 
which was readily granted. There is, how-r 
ever, plenty of game, fuch as antelopes;, 
roes, hares, pheafants, and partridges of a 
very large fizc. The chief food pf the in- 
habitants is filh, of which they have great 
variety and abundance. Though this di- 
vifion pf Arabia cannot in general boafi; of 
a fertile foil, yet it is not improperly de- 
nominate happy, lince kind nature, 
guarding againfi; the evils of luxury on the 
one hand, and of want on the other, holds 
out to her children falutary and even delir 

ciouj^ 



LATE WAR in ASIA. 455 

«ious food, if they will but feek after It. 1733,. 
The men here, ftrung by their hardy man- 
ner of life, in a country that gives, nothing 
without exertion, are a well-formed race of 
people, with fleck black hair, piercing black 
eyes, and of a martial appearance. Each 
man carries a Ipear and a target j and Ibme 
two fwords with a target, wearing a fword 
on each fide. Not a few of them, in addi- 
tion to thefe weapons, have matchlock- 
guns, in the ufe of which they ere very ex- 
dert.— The Arabian women feem very ill 
made. They Kve, like all the women of 
the Eafi;> in a very recluie manner, and all 
of them wear veils. — ^The chiwadter of the 
Arabians will be bell underllood by viewing 
it in contradiftinftion to that of other neigh- , 
bouring nations : and this comparifon every 
man has an opportunity of making who 
has refided any time at Bombay, Here, be- 
fides Europeans of all countries, you 
meet with Turks, Perfians, Arabians, 
and Armenians. The Turks arc ftately, 
grave, and honeil in their dealings. The 
Perfians arc more gay, lively, and conver- 
(ib|e, but lefs to be trufted ii> matters of 
F f 4 trade 
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1783. trade than the faturnine Turks. The Ara» 
bians are all life and hre, and when they 
treat on any fubjedt, whether of bufinefs 
or converlation,, will make you a fine ora- 
tion in flowing numbers, and with a mufical 
cadence : but in their commercial dealings, 
they will take every advantage in their 
power. The Armenians, compared with the 
Arabians, fcarcely appear to be of the fame 
gender: they are handfome and foft in 
their features, mild in their tempers, and in 
their nature, kind and beneficent. The 
Turks and Perfians are, for the. moft part, 
flout-bodied men ; tfie Arabians, though, 
of a fmaller ftature and llender, are account- 
ed the befi: foldiers, poiTeffing great agi- 
lity, and courage equal to their adtivity^i 

A war-pantomime is fometimes to be feen 
at Bombay, between a number of Perfians 
on the one fide, and Arabs on the other, 
The Perfians keep their ground, and ward 
ofF the blows thal are aimed as them in the 
bell maimer they can : the Arabs, on the 
contrary^ when a ftroke is aimed at them, 
fpring’ti^ in the air to an incredible height, 

and 



and inftantly make an attack on their anta- 
jgonifts. On the whole, the prefent Arabians 
are -^uch as we might exped that ancient 
andjunconquerol people to be, who, at one 
period of their hiliory, extended their aims 
over the greateft part of the civilized 
world. Nature, by granting them but lit- 
tle without induftry, in a climate that fabj. 
jeds them not to the enervation of fixed haw 
bitations, has. qualified them to conquer the 
pofleflions of their efioninate neighbours; 
and were fuch a fpark of enthufiaftic ex- 
citement to fall among them now, as called 
them forth into fplendid, thoqgh fanguin^ 
adion in the fixth century, the materials 
being ftiU the fame, it would raife an equal 
flame. 

The (hips of war, the Monmouth, Her 
ro, Ifis, and the Manilla, with the Royal 
Charlotte and Raikes, having on board the 
98 th regiment, proceeded, on the 6th of 
December, to join Admiral Huges, leaving 
the looth regiment in the coppered tranf- 
ports, and the condud of the convoy to 
Captain Smith of the San Carlos ; but th^. 

Charlotte, 
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1783. Charlotte and Raikes, having each fprung » 
top>maft, were obliged to put back and 
join the reft of the convoy in Morabat Bayw 
flere hfojor Rooke, of the looth regiment* 
left the army to return by Suez to England^^ 
General Meadows and Colonel Fullarton> 
were on hoard the fliips of war j and Co- 
lonel Mackenzie Humberfton was left tor 
' command the troops in the tranfports* with 
thofe that had joined them in the Raikes 
and Royal Charlotte. Colonel Humber^ 
fton’s fquadron* then conftfting of thirteen 
fail, inclufive of a Portugueze fliip which 
fumiftied them with wines, left Morabat 
on the 9th of December, 1781, and arrived 
at Bombay on the morning of the zzd of 
January, lySz. 

The 'Colonel landed the foldiers on Old 
Woman’s Iftand, for refrefliment; re-em- 
barked them on the 27th ; on the 8th fet 
lial for Madras j on the 4th of February an- 
chored in the road of Tellichwry ; and on 
the 9th the fame month, ofPA'nj^go^ in 
the” (k)mlnions of the King of Travancore. 
Here intdiigence was received that Hydcr- 
■ > Ally 
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Ally had over-run the whole of the Cama- 1783, 
tic i that he threatened the kingdom of 
Tanjore, and the Hates of theMarawas, 
of JMbdura^ and Trinivelly, with utter de* 
Hrudion ; that he had circumvented and cut 
off two Britlih armies* and* in confequenoi 
of the improvidence, pufillanimity, and dif* 
ienhons of the Government of Madras, in« 
fulted the difpirited and aftpnifhed garrifon 
of Fort St, Qeorge itfelf, Colopel Humr' 
berilon was now impatient to go round by 
Cape Comorin and join the army at Madras, 
but, on receiving qndoubted intelligence 
that the French fleet were at that time to 
aflemble off Point de Galle, and that com- 
mifTaries had been lent fome time ago to 
Columbo and other ports in C^lon, to lay 
up magazines for their fleet and army, he 
called a council of war, and laid the fittia- 
tion of affairs before them. Some propoled, 
after a paflage of near twelve months, to re- 
turn for the refrefhment of the feamen and 
fpldiers to Bombay, and there to wait a 
favourable opportunity of going round to 
Madras : and others to march fuch of the 
fplfliers as were able acrofs.the Peninfula, 

from 
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1783* fk>m Anjcngo to the Carnatic, and to fend th ft 
ihips with the fick and lame back to Bdrh- 
bay. But Colonel Mackenzie Humberfton, 
their commander, was ftruck with the de- 
lays of the former plan, and the dangers of 
the latter. He therefore propofed, that' 
with his own troops, which did not amount 
to one thoufand, and what Sepoys could be 
fpared from TelHcherry, the fiege of which 
had been lately raifed with fo much mili- 
tary ikili and perfeverance by Major Abing- 
ton, to make a diverfion on the coaft of 
Malabar, in favour of our army in the Car- 
natic : a meafure which was readily ap- 
proved by the council. In purfuance of 
this plan, it was determined that the little 
army fhould land at Callicut i which had 
fallen into the hands of the Tellicherry 
troops, of which Humberfton could claim 
the command as an officer of fuperior rank 
to that of Major Abington. Here, accord- 
ingly, the army debarked, and encamped in 
{I cocoa-nut grove on the i8th of Fe- 
bruary^ 


On 
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On the 27th of March, the flank com* 1783. 
panies of the army, with four companies of 
grcnfidier Sepoys, took the field under Ma-f 
jor Robert Douglas, fecond in command^ 
but accompanied by the commander in 
chief.. The reft: of the army, under the 
conduift of Major John Campbell, were or- 
dered to follow. Proceeding fouthward by 
ftiort marches, they determined, on the 7th 
of April, to attack the fort of Trincolore. 

The flank corps, accordingly, marched at 
the dawn, and after paffing fome difficult 
ground, came up with the enemy about 
eleven o’clock forenoon, drawn up in a field 
behind a hedge, and betwixt our army and 
the fort. An attack was opened upon our 
men by furprize. -The enemy, however, 
fbon gave way, and were purfued with great 
{laughter, for about three miles, to the other 
fide of Trinigardo. They continued to re- 
treat with percipitation till they reached 
Ramgurree, twenty miles from Trincolore 
plains : their ftrength was about one thoufand 
five hundred horfe, and three thoufand foot. 
Their commander, Mugdum-Ally-Khan* 
w'as a near relation of Hyder’s, who was 

. killed 
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1783. killed in the adtionw The lofs fuftaincd by 
the enemy muft have exceeded four hundred 
men, and feverai hundred horfes. Ours 
was very trifling. The army reftcd three 
days at Vangally-cottah. In their march 
to Tcrnavey, on the 13th of April, which 
was very fultry, fourteen of the foldiers, un- 
ieaibned to the climate, dropped down at 
the fame inflant, and fuddenly died. It is 
remarkable that thefe men were, every one 
of them, the fliouteft that day in the line. 

On the approach of the rainy leafbn our 
tnx>ps retired to cantonements at Calicut, 
where they arrived by the 27th of May, 
1782. They again took the field on the 

2d of September, with their eye fixed on 
Pallacottah, a ilrong fort fituated about 

one mile from Pallacatcherry, which com- 
mands the great fouthern pafs between the 
coafts of Malabar and Coromandel. The 
iecond battalion of the 42d regiment having 
now joined them, our army confifted of 
above nine hundred Britilh, and two thou- 
&nd Botoabay Sepoys. 


Colonel 
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Colonel Humberftone, in order to make 1783. 
the diverdon he had in view the more re- 
i^ftable, {blkited aid from our good ally and 
friend the King of Travancore, and obtain- 
ed twelve hundred Sepoys with European of- 
ficers and Seijeants, maintained at the King’s 
expence. Ourlittle army was accompanied by 
a train of artillery of fix eighteen pounders, 
two twelve pounders, eight fix pounders, and 
four amuzettes : the whole managed by a- 
bove eighty European, and one hundred and 
fifty black or native artillery-men. But, 
for want of draught bullocks, they were 
obliged to leave the half of their eighteen 
pounders, and both their twelve pounders, 
at Pananah. For the fame reafon they 
were obliged to leave all their mortars and 
howitzers at Ramguree. They catrie be- 
fore this place on the 20th of September, 
and were preparing to open mortar batteries 
againfi; it, as its lofty fituation did not ad- 
mit of any other mode of attack, when it 
was deferted on the night of the 6th of 
Oftober. Ramguree is fituated thirty miles 
inland from Pananah, exaftly midway be- 
tween tl^at place and Pallacottah. They 

therefore 
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178J. therefore garrifoned it with convakfcentJ^ 
and fome men that had been flightly wottnd> 
ed, arid made it the centre link of a chain 
of communication. 

On the 14th they took Mungara*co£tah, 
with about ninety foot prifoners. Here 
they left all their women and heavy baggage, 
and on the i8th marched to Pallacatcherry, 
about ten miles distant. About three miles 
from the fort they encountered the enemy, 
who gave way almoft without refiftance^ 
Our troops purfued them till they reached 
their camp, which they had burned to the 
ground. The Englifli formed their en- 
campment near it, as the enemy were either 
difperfed or had fled into Pallacottah j and 
the inhabitants of Pallacottah into the coun- 
try. On the 19th, they marched and en- 
camped within gun-fliot of the fort. An 
inefiedtual cannonade was kept up by the 
ei^emy, and various movements were made 
by our army, one of which encouraged a 
vain attempt on our camp, from the 1 9th 
to the fi2ifl: of Qdober, when the Com- 
mander convinced that he could iM)t reduce 

Palla- 
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Pallacottah without heavy artillery, gave 1783* 
orders, late at night, for the troops to be 
under arms, at four o’clock next morning# 
in order to retire to the ground which they 
had occupied on the night of the i8thi 

Unfortunately the Brigade-Major, who di- 
redled the retreat, inftead of putting the 
line to the right about, ordered them to 
counter-march, which threw the ftores and 
baggage into the rear, and expofed them to 
the enemy, who had early intelligence, 
which they did not fail to improve, of this 
movement. The Engliftii in entering the 
town of Pallacatcherry, were obliged to pals 
though a narrow defile. Near the farther 
end of the town, a fmall party of the ene- 
my, called a videty was ported on an emi- 
nence, with a fmall light. When the 
van -of our army approached this light, 
the videt extinguirtied it j and this was 
the fignal for an aflault. They jurtly 
concluded, that when our van reached lb 
far, not above one third of our line would 
remain on their fide of the defile, and that 
With them only they would have to com- 

VoL, I. G g bat. 
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X78J. bat. The event exceeded their moft farf- 
guinc 'ivifhes, for, by the time that our van 
had reached the light, icarcely any thing 
remained to enter the defile but the rear- 
guard and the baggage. On thefc the ene- 
my made a furious attack ; whilft our van 
fiiced to the right about, and went to their 
afliftance. The rear-guard, and a final 1 
part of the baggage were faved by a move- 
ment of the flank companies : but the whole 
provifion of the army was loft, and almoft 
all their ' ammunition, befides private bag- 
gage. Several of our men were mortally 
wounded j and among thele Major G. Hut- 
chinfon of the 98th regiment. His death 
was deeply regretted by the whole army.. 
Even the black troops (hed tears at his in- 
terment. The little Englilh army had 
taken poft on die ground they had intended 
to occupy, when orders were given to re- 
treat. Colonel Humberfton intended to 
have remained in camp, on this ground, for 
ibme time, and to fend back all the bul- 
locks he could collcdt, to bring up fooic' 
battering guns from Ramgurree. But, after 
the late diiafter, fcarcely any bullocks w&re 

to 
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td i)e found : arid there was now no refource 
but in retiring to the coaft. But they were 
fcarcely on the line of march, when they 
Xvere attacked from every thicket, and ex- 
ceedingly harrafled both in their flanks and 
tear. About funfet they reached the river 
Caveri, which the late falls of rain had 
rendered impaflable. They therefore refted 
upon their arms all night, while the en- 
gineer’s people were employed in conftruifr- 
ing rafts of wood to float them over in the 
morning. This day they had not tailed any 
food. Lieutenant Wheeler, with flxteen 
foldiers was wounded, and feveral Sepoy* 
killed. 

The fWelling of the river having fubfided 
in the night, they paffed through in the 
morning undillurbed, and, at night, reach- 
ed the banks of the river near Mungarah- 
cottah, which was impalTable. This, too, 
was a day of falling. With fome difficulty 
a few rice cakes were conveyed in the even- 
ing, acrofs the river, from Mungarah-cot- 
tah j from whence alfo plentiful fupplie* 
of bullocks and rice were fent, and convey- 

G g 2 ed 
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ed with greater eafe, next morning. Da- 
ring thefe three laft days, a prodigious de- 
fertion took place among the Sepoys, one 
of whom, caught in the a<3: of deferting, 
was blown from the mouth of a cannon. 
Colonel Humberfton, on the ad of No- 
vember, removed his camp to the Munga- 
rah-cottah fide of the river, and covered his 
right flank with the fort. Having previ- 
oufly fent off the fick and wounded, the 
women, and the baggage to Pananah, he 
iprung mines under the four baftions of 
of Mungarah-cottah Fort. Two of the 
mines blew the baftions above them to de- 
ftruition ; the other two mifgave. At 
night they reached Cunitery, and, the night 
after, they regained their old ground at 
Ramgurree, which they blew up on the 
evening of the 1 8th. 

Here they received repeated and certain, 
information, that Tippoo Saib, during the 
inaftion of our army in confequence of the 
civil difputes at Madras, had left the Car- 
natic, and was advancing towards them at 
the head of an army of twenty thouland 

men. 
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men, and twenty-four pieces of cannon. 1783.. 
Orders were immediately given for the line 
to be ready to march by four in the morn- 
ing. A picquet of about one hundred and 
fifty men were ftationed at the diftance of 
near three miles from Ramgurree, the pre- 
lent ftation of the army. This picquet the 
Major of Brigade accidentally negle(fled to 
call in, in the evening of the 1 8th, and, in 
the morning of the 19th, it was with dif- 
ficulty that a meflenger could be found who 
would venture to go to their poll, as it was 
faid that the enemy had been feen in the 
interval. Lieutenant Halliday, at laft, 
brought them in, after the line had been 
under arms four hours waiting their return. 

It was about nine o’clock, before noon, 
when our finall army began to march : but 
fcarcelyhad they advanced three miles from 
their ground, when Tippoo Saib, who had 
previoufly fent forward detachments to be 
polled in advantageous fituations for galling 
them as they palled, opened a cannonade 
on their rear. They at firll attempted to 
reach Pananah by a lliort route, through a 
flat country of rice grounds, without palfing 
the river at all. But they were obliged, 

G g 3 after 
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J783. after marching foaie miles, to return to their 
former courfe. They were obliged to iight 
their way all day long, both with mufl^etry 
and cannon. It was nearly dark when they 
reached that curve, or concave, where there 
is a ford of the Pananah river : but it w^s fo 
fwoln with the late rains, that it was deeemd 
both by the eneniy and our men, impaf- 
fable. 

In this perilous fituation they halted fop 
two hours in the utmoft incertitude.-—* 
People were fent above and below the ford, 
to find, if poflible, a prafticable pafs. It 
was determined, if theie fhould return un- 
fuccefsful, as the only defperate refourcc 
that remained in a defperate cafe, to beat 
up the enemy’s camp before the approach 
of morning, and either conquer or die. — 
A ford, however, was found ; and though 
it was fo deep as to take ordinary men to 
the chin, and the ftrength of the current 
lifted many off the ground, yet, by cling- 
injg tp one another, and affifting each other, 
not a man was loft. A few men of fhort 
ftature were obliged to let go then: mufleets 
^iid ammunition, which they carried on 
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their head, in order to fave themfelvcs j 1783. 
and only two black women were loft out 
of the whole army. This was done in the 
dark, and happily unperceived by the ene- 
my. The 1 00th regiment covered the paf- 
fage of the river, for fiKir of interruption.— • 

After having pafled, they proceeded with as 
little noife as poffible to the high ground at 
Ternavey, ■ about five miles diftant, and 
there halted near two hours, kindled large 
fires, and dried their clothes. Before dawn 
they moved off, and two miles forward they 
paffed Pananah river, at the fccond ford, 
eight miles above the town of that name, 
without moleftation. The enemy imagin- 
ing them to be ftill in the concave of the 
river, did not ftir all night, expefting them 
to become an cafy prey in the morning. 

This Tippoo afterwards acknowledged at 
Mangalore. 

They were much furprifed, therefore, to 
find, on the morning, that our men had 
efcaped them, and had alfo repaffed the ri- 
ver at the other ford, before even their ca- 
valry came in view of them. Thus the 
G g 4 Engliih 



47*' MEMOIRS OF THE 

1783. Englifli proceeded on their inarch without 
moleftation till they came within two miles 
of the town of Pananah, when fome of the 
enemy attempted to harrafs their rear, but 
without almoft any execution. They en^- 
tered Pananah about four o’clock after noon, 
and the army was divided into three divi- 
fions, and properly polled to defend the 
town, which continued to be blockaded to 
the 5th of December, when Hyder-Ally's 
death called Tippoo to affairs of greater 
importance, 

Thus Colonel Mackenzie Humberilon, 
with his little army, at lafl effeduated 
his original delign, of creating a diverhon on 
this coafl, in order to relieve the Carnatic : 
for, till this £ra, the Carnatic armies could 
do little more than march in fight of the 
enemy once a month, and then return to the 
Prcfidency, or the Mount, for provilions, 
The frequent fupplies nccelfary to be thrown 
into the fortrefs of Vellore exhaufled half 
the exertions of our army in efcortihg them j 
hut now that Tippoo had withdrawn him*- 

fclf, 
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felf, the Carnatic armies began to a< 3 : with 1783. 
greater efFeft, as well as freedom. 

No fooner had Humberflon drawn Tip- 
poo Saib to the coaft, than the arrival of 
Colonel Macleod, a fenior officer, fuperfeded 
him in the command on the very day of his 
arrival in Pananah. When Colonel Hum- 
bcrfton firft landed his little army on the 
Malabar coaft, he had painted the advanta- 
ges of his intended plan in fuch ftrong co- 
lours to the Bombay government, that it was 
immediately adopted j and this being com- 
municated to the other Preiidencics and 
the India- Houfe, it was refolved that rein- 
forcements fhould be lent both from Madras 
and Bombay, to his little army. Had thi» 
plan of Humberfton’s been left to his exe- 
cution, in all probability it would not only 
have proved the falvation of the Carnatic, 
which it ultimately proved, in fpite of the 
weaknefs and mifguided meafurcs of the 
fuccceding commanders, but might have ter- 
minated in a total difmemberment of the 
rifing empire of Myfore, and prevented the 
calapiities which afterwards befel the chief 

officers 
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1783. officers in particular, and the inferior offi- 
cers and men in general of that army, and 
thofe who afterwards joined them. 

Our army being elofely blockaded, were 
employed in railing lines of defence, when, 
on the morning of the 28th of Novem- 
ber, before dawn, a general aflault wat 
made by the enemy on the centre poft, 
commanded by Major Campbell. The 
enemy were headed by Mr. Lally and a 
party, if not all his men, on foot; they 
came on in columns, took a fmall mud 
fort without our lines, and diflodged our 
Sepoys without refiftance. The alarm 
was immediately given, and the blockaded 
were inftantly in arms : the enemy, how- 
ever, had already reached our lines, and were in 
pofleffion of our guns. The 42d regiment 
. attacked them vigoroufly with the bayonet, 
and foon turned their front back upon thofe 
who fupported them. Thefc, attempting 
to flee, put their followers in confufion. A 
general rout took place, though they re- 
peatedly endeavoured to rally. The contaft: 
lalled fcveral hours, when the enemy re- 
treated, leaving about one hundred and 

fifty 
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fifty killed and wounded upon the field. 1783, 
Captain de L’lfle, and a young enfign, were 
made prifoners ; the firft mortally wounded. 

In January, 1783, Brigadier- General 
Mathews landed with an army under his 
command at Margee, about three hun- 
dred miles north of Pananah, and fcnt or- 
ders for the fouthern army to join him with- 
out lofs of time. Tippoo having raifed 
th» blockade of Pananah, on the 5th of De- 
cember, left our army there, wholly unem- 
barraflcd, and they forthwith embarked, 
about Chriftmas, for Margee ; but the Sepoy 
corps and all the black artillery and bag-» 
gage, draft and pack bullocks and horfes, 
went by land, coaftways, to our fettlement 
of Tillicherry. The firft divifion, confift* 
ing of the Europeans, left Tillicherry on 
the I ft of January, and five days after- 
wards, boats having been provided for the 
black troops, they alfo ^barked and pro-j 
ceeded immediately. Before the fouthern 
army could join that under Brigadier- Gene- 
ral Mathews, he had made a defeent upon 
the coaft, and with fcveral fmall forts of 
little confequence had taken the fortrefs of 

Onore 
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I7gj. Onore, which was efteemed a place of fome 
ftrength and importance. This fort, after 
a vain fummons to the Keeladar to furren- 
der, in order to prevent the effufion of 
blood, was taken by ftorm on the 5 th of 
January. The enemy had about four hun- 
dred killed and wounded. We took above 
two thoufand prifoners ; and here, accord- 
ing to the ufual cuftom of our little army, 
they fet all the prifoners at liberty, after dif- 
arming them, excepting three or four men 
of fome rank, from whom ranfoms were 
expedted. 

The firft divilion of the fouthern army 
landed at Rajamondroog on the 2d and 3d 
of January, and foon after marched to form 
a jundtion with General Mathews, which 
they effedted on the 17th at Cundapore, a 
place alfo upon the coaft, which had juftfal- 
len into his hands without much afliilance. 
The army, confi^ng of about twelve hun- 
dred Europeans, and eight battalions of Se- 
poys, with a proportionate number of artil- 
, lery and Lafears, moved forward, dire<Sing 
their line of march towards the great pafs, 
which leads to the table-land of Hindollan, 


over 
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over that vaft chain of mountains which 17 8 j. 
run from Cape Comorin northward into 
Perfia. 

This pafs is called Huflain-^gurry Ghaut;i 
From the bottom to the top ofthisjGhaut, or 
Pafs, a fpace of about five miles, the road 
winds in various diredions, as the natural 
fteepnefs and ruggednefs of the afcent could 
be eafieft overcome by art, and made pratSri-* 
cable to the human foot. At every turning 
there was a battery of guns or a well-manned 
redoubt. The army reached the foot of the 
Ghauts on the 24th, and earlyon the morning 
of the 25 th made the attack. The Britiih 
troops carried every thing before them, and 
chiefly with the bayonet. One ftrong re- 
doubt at the top of the Ghauts they almoft 
defpaired of being able to reduce. But a 
detachment found means to clamber up the 
rocks, and by making a detour came round 
upon the back of it. Here all who made 
refinance were put to the fword, and. the 
Ghauts were now their own. Next day 
they proceededfor Hyder-nagur, or Bednorcy 
the capital of the country which bears its 

name. 
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178J. prifoncrs, who folicitcd employment as at*-* 
tillery-men in ours, with the fame rank 
that they had held in their former fcr- 
vicci They were told that this could not 
be done by the General j but that if the go- 
vernment of Bombay approved of it, they 
would entertain them accordingly, to which 
they all confented. 

The unfortunate Keeladar, Ruftan-Ally,i 
for giving up this fortrefs, although he 
compounded for his head and paid part of 
the ranfom, was executed on the hill, in 
fight of Mangalore, on the 2zd of Novem- 
ber, 1788; After Mangalore fell into our 
hands. General Mathews, with four com- 
panies of the load regiment, and part of 
the black troops, returned to Bednorei— 
A prodigious treafure was found here# 
by all accounts not lefs than one million of 
pounds, befides jewels and other precious 
ftones, the moft of w’hich was public pro- 
perty. But, notwithftanding the reafonable 
requeft of the army to have part of that 
Ipoil divided, their leader pofitively rcfufed 
their requefi, though they were then in 
great diftrcfs from want of money, having 

received 
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received no pay for almoft twelve months, 1783. 
^jid fome of them in arreai’s iixteen and 
eighteen months. On fuch an unjuft and 
impolitic refufal, loud complaints enfued. 
Remonftrance upon remonftrance, figned 
by the whole army, was prefcnted to no 
purpofc. The moft arbitrary meafures 
v/ere purfucd ; and, though no confufion 
arofe, yet the difcontents ran fo higli, that 
Coionch; Maelcod and Humberfton, and 
Major Sliaw, left the army, and went 
ftraight to Bombay, to lay the matter be- 
fore the (iovernor and Council. Their rc- 
prefentations were fo well fupjxatcd, and 
the condmSt of General Mattliews fo fla- 
grant and unjuft, that the Governor and 
Council immediately fuperfeded him, and 
appointed Colonel Macleod, the next in 
command, Brigadier-General and Com- 
mander in Chief. But this unfortunately 
happened too late : for in the mean time, 
it is confidently afierted, that General 
Matthew'S fent olf about the fum of 
300,000!. including what Hyat-Saheb fent 
for him to Cundapore, as if for hhnfelf : 
and this treafure was all delivered to Cap- 
VoL. I. H h tain 
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i/Sj. tain Matthew?, brother of the General, who 
conveyed it to Goa, to be remitted to Eu- 
rope. Some circumftances have fince oc- 
curred, v*fhicli confirm this fuppofition. 
The 4th and 8th grenadier battalions of 
fepoys, and fome fmall detachments, were 
left at Mangalore, and direded to reduce 
Deckull, a fort on the coaft, thirty-fix 
miles fouth of Mangalore. Thefe troops, 
commanded by Captain Brown, after fum- 
moning it to furrender in vain, battered 
and ftormed it on the 3d of April. The 
enemy made a brave refifiance, repulfed 
our fepoys, with thelofsof Captain Brown, 
Lieutenant Scott, and fifty-three men : 
and our fepoys refufed again to attempt 
the breach. An efiort of fifty Europeans, 
of the 42d and looth regiments, under 
Lieutenant Dunbar, arriving at Manga- 
lore, was ordered to march to Dcckuli to 
lead the ftorm, which again took place on 
the 7th, where it was carried, and con- 
fi .lerablc havock made among thofe who 
refifted. In this bloody aftion we had 
•nly four Britons killed and wounded. 


Colonel 



Colonel Macleocl, now Brigadier-Gene- 1783. 
ral and Commander in Chief, with Colonel 
Humberlton and Major Shaw, on their re- 
turn in the Ranger fnow to join the army, 
on the 7th of April, off Geriah, fell in with 
theMaratta fleet of five fail of fquare-rigged 
veffels. Peace had been agreed on with that 
people, and proclaimed at Bombay before 
the departure of the Ranger, though the 
Marattas did not know of it. The new 
General, rather than come to an eclairciffe- 
ment, or be taken into Geriah for a day, 
impatient to pufli on and to fignalize him- 
felf, madly recommended fighting the 
whole fleet. The battle was mofl; obfti- 
nate ; nor did it ceafe till almofl: every 
man in the Englifli fliip was killed or 
wounded. Among the former was Major 
Shaw, of the 1 00th regiment j and among 
the latter, Brigadier-General Macleod, and 
Colonel Humberflon. The Captain of the 
fliip, Pruin, and Lieutenant J. Taylor, 
were carried prifoners into Geriah, a port 
of the Marattas,' where they remained for 
feveral weeks. Here Colonel Mackenzie 
Humberfton died of his wounds, in the 
H h 2 twenty- 
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i7?j. twenty-eighth year of his age. An early 
and habitual convsiTancy wdth the heroes 
of antient, as well as modern times, nou- 
riflied in his mind a paffion for military 
glory, and fupported him under unremit- 
ting application to all thofe ftudies by 
which he might improve his mind, rife to 
honourable diftinclion, and render his 
name immortal. His untimely and la- 
mented death fcvercly arraigned the con- 
duct of him w'ho had occalioned it : to 
whom he formed in many important re- 
Ipects a contrail: ; being not only acute, but 
profound and Heady in his views, gallant 
without ollentation, and Ipirited without 
temerity and imprudence. Soon after 
thefe gentlemen left the army for Bombay, 
Major Campbell, with the 42d regiment, 
was ordered from Bednore to Monbiddry 
and Carical, two fmall forts below the 
Ghautts. Detachments from the army 
were fent every where to occupy every vil- 
lage, and every town and mud fort : fo 
that the army became exceedingly dif- 
perfed, and thefe detachments not having 
been made by detail, or in any regular man- 
ner. 
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her, the Officers could not even account 1783. 
for their men. 

In this ftate of affairs, the army, dream- 
ing of nothing but riches, inattentive to 
all intelligence, and neglefting to repair 
the defences or the fort, Tippoo’s army 
came upon them on the 9th of April, 
dx'ove in a detachment flationed at Fat- 
tiput, four miles diftant, and having taken 
the town of Bednore, with a confiderable 
quantity of ammunition, which no pre- 
caution had been taken to lay up in tlie 
jnagazines, clofely befieged the fort. As 
nothing very remarkable happened during 
the fiege of this place, unlefs it be two 
forties made upon the enemy, which were 
ill conduced, and wliich produced no 
confequences of any importance, let us 
leave it befieged for a moment, and juft 
notice an occurrence or two which were 
the natural effefts of that extreme improvi- 
dence, with which almoft the whole array 
fe,cm to have been infatuated . 

H h 3 Th? 
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1783. The Ghauttsof Hyder-Ghur and Sam- 
fhatfah were attacked and carried on the 
9th of April. Cundapore was evacuated 
bn the loth. Major Campbell thought it 
proper to make a prudent retreat from the 
forts of Monbiddry and Carical, and re- 
tired with the 42d regiment, and fome 
convalefcents and fepoys, to Gurpore, feven 
miles from Mangalore and the Coalf, 
where he encamped. On the 20th of April, 
Major Campbell, conceiving it neceflary, 
from the intelligence he had of the fitua- 
tion of affairs, came to Matigalore^ and 
took the command from Captain Sarto- 
rius, who was chief Engineer. On the 
26th, the 42d regiment, and the 8th bat- 
talion of fepoys, (who had no guns) were 
driven in by the enemy from Gurpore, 
and prefently after, a conlidcrable body of 
the enemy encamped on the Coodry Hills, 
about three miles diftant, and in view of 
Mangalore fort. While thefe things were 
pairing, Tippoo wa;;, carrying on the fiege 
of Bednore, with effedl, againft a garrilbh 
unprovided with llielter or cafemats, their 
provilions exhaufted, tiieir ammunition 

ex- 



expended, no hope of fuccour, and ftiU 1783-, 
lefs of effecting a retreat to the Coaft, be- 
fore fuch a numerous and well provided 
army, already in pofieflion of all the palles 
and the country around them. 

The number of the Englilh, diminiflied. 
by difeafe as well as the fword, now found 
themfelves (on the 30th of April) obliged 
to capitulate, Honourable terms were 
Promijed them, and on the 2d of May they 
marched out with the honours of war, 
grounded their arms at a conhderablc dis- 
tance from the fort, and began to think of 
preparing for to-morrow’s march for Sa- 
dafliagur, upon the Malabar Coaft, where, 
the articles ftipulated, they diould embark 
for Bombay or T el licherry . Biit they were 
foon awakened from that agreeable reverie, 
by a large body of trpops who came to fur- 
round them. Tippoo faid, that the army 
had forfeited their claim to be fet at liberty, 
by a breach of the artiples of capitulation, 
in embezzling and Secreting the public 
money, which was all, in good faith, to * 

\iQ delivered up. And in this, there was 
H h but 
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1783. biittoOmtich truth: for it is faid, that 
even the bamboo of the General's palan- 
quin was, by his own^ defire, pierced and 
filled with pagodas j and even after he had 
agreed and figned the capitulation, he took 
the public money, and iflued to the troops 
two months pay, which came to a confide- 
rable fum, but which was all pillaged from 
them by the enemy’s fepoys. Thus, ava- 
rice, the ruling pallion of this unfortunate 
man, not only reduced himfelf to ruin 
and difgrace, but was the caufe of mifery 
and deftru£lion to many gallant Officers 
and foldiers. The fufferings of thefe gen- 
tlemen have been impioufly conlidered by 
fanatical fpirits, as vifitations of Provi- 
dence : while others of undoubted libe- 
rality of fentiment, for who will not allow 
the coiiduftors of the New Annual Re- 
gifter to be fuch ? milled by erroneous 
accounts from India, have reprefented 
them as the natural, if not the judicial 
CotifeqUences of their own enormities.--- 
Fired with indignation at thefe reproach- 
es, the fiirviving Officers of the army com- 
inanded by Brigadier ‘General Matthews, 

to 
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to the iiumber of 53 gentlemen, publifli- 178^% 
ed in concert, a fatisfaftory vindication 
of their condudt. But, in this apology, 
they are obliged to encounter and arraign 
the exaggerations, abfurditiesj and lies of 
certain young men of their own order; 
and thus they make, at once, their ownde* 
fence, and that of the publication of which 
they complain. It is a maxim, that the 
corruption of the beft things, renders 
them the word:. The prefs is according- 
ly, a powerful engine of good or evil ; but 
fortunately, it poifelTes in itfeif an anti- 
dote to the evils to which it may give 
birth : fince no man needs to be long 
injui'ed by calumny, where he is at liber- 
ty to inveftigate and difcover the truth. 

The unfortunate gatrifon of Bednore, 

(or Hydernagur), were puitt in iirofes, :an 4 
marched like felons to the (hffereirt p^rifons 
of Seringapatam, Shittledioog, Capttl- 
droog. Gutty, Bangalore, andothcTplaces j 
and on their march, and 4 ««-ing their 
rmprifonment, they who furvived it, fttf- 
fered treatment, the idea of which -©Is 

the 
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47 ^S- the mind with horrof. Intelligence qf 
thefe untoward circumflances, caufed a 
confiderable defertion among the fepoys, 
and of one caught going off to the enemy, 
it was deemed neceflary to make an ex- 
ample. He was, therefore, blown from 
the mouth of a cannon at Mangalore, oit 
the 2d of May. 

The enemy having affembled in forcg 
upon the heights of Coodry, to the num-r 
her of 7,000, which put our foraging 
parties in danger, it was thought neceflit- 
jy to try to diilodge them. On the 6th 
of May, therefore, before dawn, all the 
troops in garrifon, (the 4th company of 
grenadier fepoys excepted) marched ont to? 
gether, with the i ft battalion of fepoys ar- 
rived yefterday from Bombay, about 1400 
men in all, came npon the enemy be? 
fore they were aware, juft at the dawn, 
put them immediately into confufion, kill? 
ed a confiderable number of them, and 
took 2 brafs and 2 iron ordnance, 3 tum- 
brils, 185 bullocks, and fome horfes. — 
yhey had twQ Officers wounded, and two 

foldiers 
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foldiers killed, and one wounded in thi 3 1783^ 
affair. 

Intelligence was now brought, that a 
large army was approaching, and confirm- 
ed the melancholy account of the fall of 
Bednore. . Every thing now boded an ap- 
proaching fiege, and every exertion be- 
came now neceffary, in order to be prepared 
for fuftaining it. Rice was laid up for four 
months, but rather with a fparinghand\ and 
other things, (even fuch as could be got) 
with the fame parfimony. On the i6th, a 
fcout of about 20 liorfcmcn appeared j 
next day, a greater body reconnoitred the 
heights of Coodry, the field of affion 
of the 6th inftant. Next day, part of their 
army encamped there, and were augment- 
ed daily till the 20th ; when they drove in 
our picquets, and made themfelves mafters 
of part of the town, while our troops de- 
fended the other part of it with 4 guns, 
and a part of the looth regiment, &cc.--r 
The ill and 8th battalions of fepoys, Ra- 
tioned upon a hill 1 200 yards diflant, and 
eftcemed a poll of confequence, were, o|i 

the 
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1783. the morning of the 23d, attacked, nearl3F 
furrounded, and hard purfucd to the gates 
of Mangalore, We, from that moment, 
were clofely invefted. 

In this purfuit we had a Captain and 
Enfign killed, and two fubalterns wound- 
ed, with three fepoys and about three hun- 
dred black troops killed and milling. Th^ 
whole coaft now acknowledged its former 
mafter, Mangalore, with its dependencies, 
Onorc and the fmall fort of Carivar, only 
excepted. 

Mangalore is the chief place of ftrength, 
and commands the beft harbour in Cana- 
Ta. It is fituated in the thirteenth degree 
of north latitude, at the conflux of two 
rivers, which difembogue themfelves into, 
the fea under the muzzles of its guns, at 
which place it is about half a mile wide, 
and wkhin the bar forms a i^acious har- 
bour for fhips of 500 tons. The fort is 
nearly fquare, and -is built of ftone. It 
has three towers, with very thin and weak 
battlements : and artillery is mounted on 

each 
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each Dibits Tides, which face the four car- 1783, 
dinal points. On the weft fide, next the 
fea, there is an oblong addition to the fort, 
on very low ground, reaching the whole 
length of that fide, with four circular tur- 
rets and guns The fort of Mangalore has a 
pretty good ditch, except to the eaftward, 
where about fixty feet of the rock was not 
cut through : and round the covered way 
there are eight towers, with artillei’y 
mounted on each of them. Tire ditch is 
not wet towards the north-eaft and fouth?- 
eaft quarters 5 and in fummer even the 
weftem part of the ditch becomes very dry. 

It v/ould exceed the limits within which it 
has been thought proper to confine thefe 
Memoirs, to enter into a detail of the fiege 
of this fortrefs. Let it fuffice, for the pre- 
fent, if we ftate the force that was brought 
againft it, that by which it was defended, 
and fome of the principal adions and oc- 
currences, which may ferve to convey an 
idea of the refources, both of the befieged 
and the afiailants. 


The 
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1 783. The force that now invefted Mangalore, 
confifted in 60,000 horfe; 30,000 difci- 
plined fepoys j 600 French infantry, under 
the command of Colonel Colligny j Monf. 
Lally’s corps, compofed of Europeans and 
natives ^ a French troop of European dif- 
mounted cavalry, under the command of 
Monf. Boodena, an Officer in the French 
fervice ; many thoufands of in*egulars, and 
near 1 00 pieces of artillery. The whole of 
this vafl: army amounted to 140,000 fight- 
ing men. The front of their encampment 
extended, from right to left, three miles : 
and parties were fta tinned upon and behind 
the adjacent hills. They were commanded 
by Tipppoo-Sultan in perfon. His bro- 
ther Kirrum-Saib, and Mahom^d-Ally 
Khan, one of his father’s moft trufted 
commanders and confidential friends, were 
alfo prefent. 

The firength of our garrifon was com- 
pofed of 696 Europeans, includingninety- 
one Officers, and 2,850 black troops, a- 
mounting in all to 3,546 fighting men, 
faefides pioneers and camp followers. 


The 
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The enemy broke ground on the north 1783. 
fide of the fort, and by the 27th of May 
completed eleven embrafures. A party of 
our men went out to deilroy this work, 
and to fpike their guns, but were repulfed. 

On the 29th, the garrifon w^as aftoniflied 
with vollies of large ftones, fome of them 
weighing 150 pounds. The ftones were 
affixed to wooden plugs or ftoppers ; and 
thefe fitted, and by means of a fledge, 
forced tightly into the calibres or chafes of 
mortars. They generally fell within the 
fort, being directed with great precifion. 
When they met not with any refiftance, 
their velocity, accelerated by the height 
from which they fell, buried them in the 
earth. Where they were oppofed by any 
body harder than themfelves, they were 
dallied into a thoufaiid pieces. There was 
no ftielter for our troops from thefe terri • 
ble annoyances. Their noife in the night 
was dreadful, and their effects often hor- 
rid, and always fatal. They who were 
ftruck by them in the body were cut off 
by a fudden, and of courfe, an ealy death : 
but the unfortunate fufferers who were 

crulhed 



MEMOIRS OF THE 

1753. crufhed by diem in their extremities, crften 
lingered in excruciating pain for feveral 
days. Some amputations were performed: 
but there was not fo much as one inftance 
of recoveiy. The ftones alfo deftroyed 
the roofs of huts and houfes, which 
materials were wanting to repair : a cir- 
cumftance, in the height of a monfoon, 
truly deplorable. A conftant and heavy 
cannonade was kept up from batteries 
erefted on the north, on the eaft, and on 
the fouth. On the evening of the 4th of 
June, the whole north face of the fort, 
with its towers, was entirely difmantled. 
A few days after, a prafticable breach was 
efFe 61 :ed in the wall, which, it was expefted, 
the enemy would ftorm ; efpecially as they 
had rejected with difdain a flag of truce. 
In vain did the Englifli repel with the 
bayonet, repeated attacks on batteries con- 
ftrufted on commanding ground, without, 
but near the fortrefs : in vain they filenced 
the batteries of the enemy, and fpiked 
their brafs mortars and guns. New touch- 
holes were drilled with incredible expedi- 
tion. Thofe dellru£live machines were 

opened 
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played anew, in triumph: malked batte- 17^3. 
ries were opened : the approaches of the 
enemy were brought fo nearj that they 
threw fafcines on our covered way and the 
edge of the glacis : and at length, repeated 
fummonfes of furrender being treated by 
the Colonel with contempt and defiance, 
they determined, on the 4th of July, to 
ftorm the breach which had been practi- 
cable ever'fince the 7th of June. A body 
of their troops, armed with couteaus, two 
feet long, of the fliape of pruning hooks, 
and with fpears mounted on light bam- 
boos, 147 feet in length, fallied from 
their trenches, and rufhed into the tower 
on the left of the outer eaftern gate, while 
the guns that had played againft that tower, 
were directed elfewhere, but ftill kept up 
their firing. Their whole line was now in 
motion, preffing on to fupport the party that 
had penetrated into the tower, and gained 
an adjacent rampart. But, after a fliort 
Ifruggle, in which Captain Bowles of the 
artillery was killed by a random Ihot, 
they were forced to retreat. This at- 
tempt on the part of the enemy, was re- 
VoL. I. . I i turned 
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17^3- wnied on the 6th of July, by a fally of 
thirty men, into a lodgement they hsKi made 
in our works, oppofite to the gate and 
tower juft mentioned, and diflodged them. 
This drew out the enemy from their camp, 
to a .general attack on our northern co- 
vered way, which was refolutely and gal- 
lantly affaulted, but with fuperior gallan- 
try and refolution defended againft frelh 
troops and fuperior numbers. In this 
aftion, one of the hotteft during the 
liege, we loft fome of our beft officers ; 
Enlign Macintyre, and the Lieutenants 
Gordon, Boyce, Fireworker, and Mac- 
gregor. About forty of our men were 
killed, and one hundred wounded. The 
enemy, by the 15th of July, had wrought 
themfelves along the whole of our nor- 
thern covered way, and begun to fill up 
. the ditch oppofite to the breach. The gates 
of the fort, being much damaged, were 
fliut up, and two fally ports cut, to lup- 
ply their place. New batteries were railed 
by the afiailants : and in one of their alV 
faults, which were now very frequent, 
they fcaled the walls of a fort iituated at 

the 
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the junction of the river with the fea, 1783. 
called, from its figure, the 06 lagon, which 
•had hitherto remained undifturbed, and 
deftroyed an hofpital with fome men. In 
the mean time, our men, while they were 
thus afTailed by Tippoo Sultan without the 
fortrefs, were forced to contend, with want 
of neceflary fubfiftence, and with other 
inconveniencies, within. Their ftock of 
cattle did not at firft exceed 300, and near 
a third part of thefe, from diftrefs of 
weather, and fundry neglefts, died in the 
great ditch. The weather being wet, and 
the air clofe, the flench that arofe from 
the putrid carcafes of the animals was in- 
fufferable. From the 13th of June, the 
Europeans were put on half allowance of 
beef. The hofpital was now exceffively 
crowded with lick and wounded, and to- 
tally unprovided with beds, medicines, 
and proper nourifhment ; no tea, fugar, 
fago, wine, or any thing elfe that could 
alleviate diftrefs. The liclc men became 
averfe from going into the hofpital, which 
they confidered as their grave, and gave 
themfelve^ up to defpair. 

I i 2 
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1783. In the midft of thefe difcouraging dr-' 
cumftances, two boats arrived from Mr< 
Sibbald, Prefidcnt at Tellicherry, with' 
the agreeable information that three or 
four battalions would certainly join the 
garrifon, from Bombay, by the 10th of Au- 
guft; that 1500 Britilh and Hanoverians, 
deftined for Mangalore, had aflually left 
Madrafs under Colonel Gordon, fo early 
as the 20th of May j and that Colonel 
Fullarton, at the head of an army of 500 
European foldiers, and 16,000 fepoys, 
with 22 pieces of cannon, managed by a 
good train of artillery, having reduced 
feveral fmall forts, had advanced, in his 
march to the coaft of Malabai*, near to 
Pallacatcherry j that an army had gone 
againft Arcott, and that hopes were enter- 
tained of the redudion of Seringapatam, 
and of the difmemberment of the Myfo- 
rean empire. The g&rrifon, animated by 
this intelligence, gave a feu-de-joy^ with 
three cheers, from the ramparts. Tippoo 
S^ultan, as well as the French Refident 
at his Court, had been informed, fom« 
days before this, of the general pacifica- 
tion 
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tion in Europe, in which Tippoo was in- 1783. 
eluded as an ally of France, though they 
had concealed it from our men, in the 
hopes that, from the extremities to which 
they were reduced, they would be induced 
to capitulate. But the feu-de-joy having 
led them rightly to conclude, that the 
Englifli too, had received intelligence of 
the peace, the French troops refufed to 
co-operate any longer with Tippoo in re- 
ducing Mangalore. A letter was received, 
under a flag of truce, by Colonel Camp- 
bell, from Monf. Piveron de Morlay, En- 
voy at the Durbar of My fore, from France, 
with very particular news from the coaft 
of Coromandel, where there was now a 
ceflation of arms, refpefting a peace in 
Europe. Thefe he wifhed to comipiuni- 
cate to Colonel Campbell in perfon, with- 
out being blindfolded, as is euffomary 
during hoftilities, when he Ihould come 
within the Englifli works. Monf. de Pi- 
veron, with his retinue, was very politely 
received by the Commander of Mangalore, 
with whom he had a long conference. But, 
in the mean time, even while a flag of 
I i 3 truce 
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1783. trude was flying, Tippoo perfevcred in car- 
rying on war againft the fort above men- 
tioned, which commands the entrance of 
the river, and which being without a 
ditch, and incapable of a long defence, 
furrendered on terms, after a praflicable 
breach was made in its walls. During the 
progrefs of hoftilities, but efpecially alter 
it was underftood that there was fome pro- 
fpedt of peace, there are not a few in- 
Itances of the enemy’s centinels, when 
they perceived our people olF their guard, 
beckoning to them to get under cover, 
left they ftiould be obliged to fire at them. 
Our men were not behind them in this 
act of humanity ; but, it is only juftice 
to fay, that they fet the example. The 
French Envoy came a fecond time into the 
fort, on the 2 2d of July, and in order to fa- 
vour a negotiation fcT peace, a fufpenfion 
of hoftilities was agreed on for two days. 
In this interval, and even while fome of 
Tippoo’s principal people were in the fort, 
a mine was fprung under the outer eaftem 
gate, which almoft fmothered the whole 
•f the guard with rubbifh, but wounded 

feveral 
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feveral foldiers and fepoys, and buried 1783, 
others in the ruins . Of this difafter, which 
was reprefented as flowing accidentally, 
from the aflies of a tobacco-pipe thrown 
carelefsly on the line of powder laid before 
the fufpenfion, Tippoo-Sultan declared his 
entire ignorance, and offered to deliver up 
the perfon fuppofed to be in fault, to be 
puniflied at tlie Englifh Commander’s dif- 
cretion : a facrifice which Colonel Camp- 
bell did not require. The Englifh Engi- 
neer lofl: not a moment to fill up the open- 
ing that was made in the wall. During 
this fhoit fufpenfion of hoflilities, the ene- 
my ere6ted, towards the fouth-eaft quarter , 
of the fort, a batteiy of i© guns ; upon 
which our men, exafperaled at this appear? 
ance of treachery, brought all tl^e guns 
they could, to bear with uncommon fury. 

After frequent, thougl\ fhort fulpenfions 
of hoftilities, j^nd a great deal of corre? 
fpondence between the French Envoy, the 
Sultan, and our Commandant, a ceffation 
of hoftilities was ratified ou the 2d of 
Auguft, in which the garnfbns of Onore 
and Caiwar were included. Th? enemyf 
allowed, at this juncture, that by difeafe 
and the fword, they had loft 7,090 men. 

I i 4 our 
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1783. Our lofs was alfo great. The troops were 
worn down with conftant fighting in the 
day, and hard duty at night. Their 
fliort intervals of repofe were interrupted 
by the noife of thofe tremendous ftones 
that were thrown from mojtars, which 
imprefled their minds, even amidft their 
(lumbers, with dread and horror. Nor 
did there ever pafs a day, in which feveral 
of our men were not cut off by a large and 
heavy kind of muiket, called a jingall. It 
is very long in the barrel, larger than a 
common muiket in the bore, and it is 
fledged on a reft, for the purpofc of taking 
a ftcady and fure aim. At different inter-, 
vals, very thick planks were polled, muf- 
ket proof, and pierced with feveral eyelet- 
holes, through which the enemy (hot at 
every one of our people they could fet their 
eyes on. But a truce having now 
taken place, the garrifon enjoyed a degree 
of liberty, and walked out occafionally, 
and converfed with the French Officers un-^ 
der Colonel Coffigny. This gentleman, 
who had refufed to co-operate with Tip- 
ppo, from the moment he knew of the 
peace in Europe, now demanded a pafs- 
port for his detachment to Mahee, with 

pro- 
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provifions, draught cattle, and boats for 
eroding certain unfordable rivers, all 
which the Myforean, provoked at his for- 
bearance to aft any longer againft the 
Englifti, haughtily refufed. But Colligny, 
having privately received hatchdts and 
cordage for making rafts, from Colonel 
Campbell, fuddenly marched off one mor- 
ning before dawn. Tippoo fent 600 
horfemen after him, not to requeji, but to 
commajid him to return. Cofligny formed 
his men, in order to receive them, and bid 
themcomeonattheirperil : on which, after 
a fhort parley, they returned to their camp. 

Though it is education and example 
chiefly that form the charafters of nations 
and men, yet among the human race there 
are ftrong marks of diffinftion, originally 
imprefled on the frame of the body and 
mind by the hand of Nature. In the 
very bofom of luxury, and before the very 
throne of barbarian bigotry, a family has 
arifen in our times, who, uniting the great- 
eft valour with the moft profound faga- 
city, and the loftieft ambition, have la- 
boured with fuccefs to learn the European 
arts, that they might thereby be enabled 
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to oppofe and overturn European, and 
particularly tlie Englifli dominion in Alia. 
Nor were the hoftile intentions of Hyder- 
Aliy-Khan confined to that quarter of the 
world : he formed tlie magnificent plan of 
raifing by degrees fuch a fleet as might 
difpute with England the fovereignty of 
the fea, and even retoit, it is faid, the in- 
vafions that had harrafi'ed India, on the 
Ifland of Great Britain. He pofleffed 
all the materials for fhip-building in fu- 
perior abundance, and fome of thefe of 
fijperior excellence to any to be found in 
Europe.* He allured artificers into his 
fervice from foreign countries, and trained 
up workmen in his own. For fevcral 
years he had been employed in building, 
and in the year 1781, had nearly finiflied fix 
Ihips of the line of battle, fame of which were 
a-float, together with leveral frigates and 
floops of war. All thefe were exceedingly 
ftrong and thick in the planks, being inr 
tended to encounter the European feas^ 
the water of which, he had heard, waa 
very jlrong and thick : a confufed idea of 
ice. The fhips of Hyder were deftroyed 

in 

• There is a ipecies of wood in India, called teak-. 
ifTood, which is almoft im/cnetrable by cannon-fhot. 
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in 1782 and the beginning of 1783, by 1783. 
our fleet j nor did he live to repair their 
lofs. But his fon Tippoo, the heir of his 
dominions, his genius, and his vaft de- 
figns, negleflcd not any means, or the 
purfuit of any accomplifhment of art, by 
which thefe might be carried into execu- 
tion. He was inftru6fed in the Perfian 
and French languages, and he alfo knew 
a little of the Englifh, in which the word 
of command was given to his foldiers. — 

He learned the Elements of Mathematics, 
and was familiarly converfant with the 
principles of gunneiy, and military archi- 
teiture and tafticks. With the baggage 
of the Officers that fell into his hands on 
the 23d of May, there was found, Sime’s 
Military Guide, a book belonging to En- 
lign Spottifwood. This book was carried 
to Tippoo by fome of his people, who, 
according to their fuperftitious notions, 
fuppofed that the draughts which it con- 
tained, related in fome myfterious man- 
ner to arts of incantation. The Sultan, 
who inftantly difeovered its nature, began 
to fhew great civility to Mr. Spottifwood, 
by fending cloth to him and other pre-s 
ients. At laft a perfbn from the Sultan 

re- 
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1783. requcfted him to tranflate the Treatife in- 
to the Moor’s language, which he Ipoke 
fluently. But Mr. Spottifwood politely 
excufed himfelf, faying, that he could not 
anfwer for tranflating a military book, 

without ‘orders from his Commander. 

They who take delight in tracing refem- 
blances between antient and modern cha- 
ra< 51 :ers, will be able to find many points 
of comparifon between Tippoo and Hanni- 
bal : both at once fubtle and brave ; ftu- 
dious of the knowledge of their times ; 
trained up by their fathers in hoflility to 
the firfl power of the age ; exciting the 
vengeance of all nations againft that 
power } and in this career, taking a wider 
range than that which ufuaily bounded 
their views : Hannibal extending his in- 
trigues to the nations on the Red Sea ; 
Tippoo Saib to Conftantinople, and other 
’ feats of power on the Mediterranean. 

No Iboner was the caufe of Tippoo 
Sultan abandoned by the French, than he 
fought to connetSl himfelf with all other 
powers whom he confidered as the natural 
enemies of England, and endeavoured to. 
convert the Mahomedan religion into a 

band 
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band of union among different nations, 1783. 
for the purpofe of expelling the Europe- 
ans from Hindoftan. He broke through 
almoft every article of the ceflation of 
arms. It was an article in tl>e-Armifticei 
that the Nabob Ihould furnifli for the gar- 
rifon, three times a week, a buzar ftored 
with all forts of provilions, at the rate of 
his own markets. A buzar was accord- 
ingly furnifhed j but every article was fo 
exhorbitantly dear, that there was fcarce- 
ly any thing which the men could pur- 
chafe.* The prices were daily raifed, till 
a fowl fold from nine to twelve rupees, a 
feer of rice for four, a fecr of fait for 
three, and a frog for ftxpencc. Seven 
boats laden with proviiions from Bom- 
bay, were feized by Tippoo, and the arti- 
cles they contained were fold by his peo- 
ple in the buzar, at the dreadful rate juft 
ftated. This plan of the Sultan’s, for re- 
ducing the fort of Mangalore by famine, 
was carried to the utmoft height within his 
power, by a total ftoppage of the buzar. 
Ilorfes flelli was now delicious food. Frogs, 
fnakes, ravenous birds, kites, rats, and 
mice were fought after, and eaten with 
voracity. For the laft two months of the 

fiege. 
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1783. fiege, from feven to fifteen men died every 
day for want of the neceflaries of life. A 
deep melancholy, arifing from weaknefs of 
body, and nourilhed by every furrounding 
object^ rendered the men who furvived 
their fellow-lbldiers indifferent how they 
interred them, fo that they often became 
the food of the jackall and the pariar 
dog. The famifhed foldier lay in wait 
with his mufket and a ftollcn cartridge, to 
kill thofe horrid animals in the a6l of 
tearing up the dead : and when he fuc- 
ceeded, the animal was carried i:^ with 
triumph. G. Macleod, who came on fhore 
by permiffion from the Nabob, on the 28th 
of Augult, witnefled this Icene of fbrrow, 
and remonftrated with the Sultan in vain. 
A reinforcement of 300 Hanoverians ap- 
peared off Mangalore in two fhips of war, 
with other fhips in company : but, as the 
troops could not land according to the terms 
of the Armiftice, they were ordered to fail 
toTellicherry. Gen. Macleod alfo appeared 
on the 28th of Nov. with 10 fhips and 1 1 
fmaller veffels, having on board the long- 
promifed relief for the garrifon, with 1,000 
Europeans, 3,000 fepoys, and 3 50 marines, 
feamen, and artillery-men. The General 
had made fignals to the ganifon, and was 

ad- 
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advifedby a Council of War, held on board 1783. 
his fliip, to land his fuccours, when, in 
confequence of a negotiation he carried^ 
with Tippoo, by means of his Secreta^ 
whom he fent on fhore for that 
he fet fail with the reinforcement ^Tthe 
31ft of December, having ftipulatea with 
the Sultan that provilions fliould be ad- 
mitted into the garrifon for 1 8 days. This 
fupply, drawn from damaged ftores, pur- 
chafed from a navy-agent, was of fo bad 
a quality, that not one in twenty pieces of 
the beef^nd pork could be eaten by our 
men, a" that it was reje< 5 ted by the 
very dogs. Our Officers now feared 
a general defertion of the lepoys j and 
a mutiny among the Europeans, par- 
ticularly the 42d regiment, one of whom, 
on tlie parade, “ Swore by G-d, that they 
iliould not further fubmit to fuch treat- 
ment.” When Macleod failed, the gar- 
rifon fignified, that they were unable to 
hold out any longer. The General an- 
fwered by fignals, that they foon fhould 
be fuccoured. He now madJ^fail to the 
fbuthward, and took and pillaged Cana- 
nore, which made a refblute defence, the 
Ranah or Quren of which had fent two 

Englilh 
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1783. EnglifliOSicers, with3o fepoys cafton her 
coafl: by a ftorm, to Tippoo Sultan. The 
hyperbolical ftyle in which he gave an ac-* 
count of this exploit, became a fubje6l of 
'''*'’Iv>'’p'b«-er,.to the army. Colonel Fullarton, 
at ?i7e head of an army of 14,000 men, a 
great proportion of whom were Europeans, 
with a fuitable train of artillery, had by 
this time reduced fcveral fmall forts, and 
on the 14th of November, that of Palla- 
catcherry . The Colonel was about to march 
onward, either towards Mangalore or Se- 
ringapatam, when Commiflion^Hjjwf Peace, 
fent to Tippoo from Madrafs, cracred him 
not to proceed any farther. The haughty 
Myforean declined to fee them, on various 
pretences, from day to day, drew them 
after him from one place to another, and 
at laft, feated on a throne, furrounded by 
the Ambafiadors of the Princes of India, 
he gave audience to our Commiflioners, de- 
liring all prefent to bear witnefs that he 
granted peace to the intreaties of the Eng- 
lifh. Tht fortrefs of Mangalore was eva- 
cuated. The Sultan agreed l;o the propofals 
of the garrifon, who marched with arms, 
accoutrements, and the honours of war, to 
Tellicheny. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 








